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Ford Extends

Clemency Plan

| Untll March 1

By Lou Cannon
- Washington Post Staff Writer .

Pre51dent Ford yesterday| No one m the administra.
g‘ave Vietnam war draft evad-ition was willing to forecast
ers and deserters Aanother|what the eventual number of
month to avail themselves of appheenons might be under
the admlmstratxons clemenc; the extensmn :pf the clemency
program. program. But'a spokesman at| -
14l believe that many of the presidential Clemency Re-
those who could benefit from|View Board, headed by former
it are only now ‘learning of its _NEW York‘ Sen. Charles E.
apphcatmn to their cases,” the Goodell, said that applications
Presiderit €4id in'a‘statement. {Were now coming “in at thef
Mhe program, which wasirate of 300 a day. |
stheduled to expires at mid-; President Ford took two:
mght tomght ‘was prolonged |other-actions yesterday, one of |
until March- I by : the Presi-|them designed to further trim
dent’s proclamation. White!the size of & ‘federal budget,
House press secretary Ron|which now has ‘a deficit ap-
Nessen said he did not expectiproaching $35 billion, and the
any further extension. other aimed at stimulating the
" Aided by a public service|Fecession-dampened economy.
advertising campaign on radio] In ‘an effort to put more
ahd television, the number of jmoney into the hands of con-
applicants seeking to take ad-|{sumers the Pres1dex_1t'orde1"ed
vantage of the program has in-{the Veterans Aglr;umstratlon
creased sharply during the(to speed up dividend pay-
past two weeks. ments. tota}mg‘ $335.6 mxlhop .
"Even with this increase,|On three life insurance poli-
F have been applications {¢ies. -

;:1::: (ﬁﬁye 4?000n ofp }:’,he esti-] “The Presxdent feels that
mated 100,000 convicted civil-| this action will distribute al
i3n draft evaders and military |Substantial amount of cash at
deserters who are eligible for |2, time wll)len tlt tls needed to .
lemency under the “sarned|EiVe 2 boost to consumer,

" d spending,” Nessen said. !
return” program announced ™ po)i.iet involved include the

by. Mr. Ford last September. World War I U.S. Government:
; Of this number the Presi-|re insurance, the World War |
dent has acted in only 65|11 National Service Life Insur-'
cases, in 20 of which outright|ance and the Korean War Vet-|
pardons were granted. The!erans Special Life Insurance. ;
others were required to take| The President also sent to|
aiternative service jobs aver-|Congress his eighth spec1a1
aging fom three to six months. message calling for recisions:
Four’ received a maximum|op deferrals of federal spend
R a}tername service _Ppenalty of ing. - - S s o -
one year. The recisions and deferrals
¢ Two related programs also|yesterday totaled $2.6 billion.
were extended by the Presi-| The total deferrals sought by
dent’s order. These are condi-|{he President for the fiseal
tional amnesty programs ad-|1975 budget involve 150 sepa-
ministered by the Pentagon|rate projects totaling $21.2 bil-,
and the Justice Department|ljon and the recisions amount
fpr persons who have been|to 74 projects totaling $1.8 bil-|
charged or are under investi-|lign, !
gation but have not been .in-| A wide range of programs
dicted. have been affected by the
- +A Pentagon spokesman said | hudget cutbacks. The largest '
tl;ere had been 4378 applxtawreuslons ' yesterday were
thonrs for clemencv from a-ie-| $284.7 million for hospital con-
tal of 12500 deserters. The|struction. $156.2 million for ag
Jdustice Department said that! ricultural and conservation
324 draft evaders had apolied|and $152.5 million for aircraft
out of a potential total of|procurement that the White
about 4.400. 'louse decided was marginal.
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- Ford clemency program

- extended to March 1

‘ Washington
- Thousands of Vietnam war draft
evaders and deserters will have one
‘additional month to take advantage of
President Ford's conditional clemency
" program. .

Mr. Ford, reporting heightened
interest in his program, announced
Thursday he is extending it to March 1.
In the absence of action by the
President, the program would have
died at midnight Friday.

Although only about 7,400 o8t of an
estimated 137,000 eligible men so far
have decided to participate in the
program, announced last September,
the President said in a statement:

“I believe that many of those who
could benefit from it are only now
learning of its application 1o their
cases. This belief is based on a
significant increase in the numbeér of
applications and inquiries over the past
few weeks when publicity and
communications about the program
were greatly expanded.” -
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The conditional amnesty program for|
draft evaders and deserters was extended
one month to March 1. The White’ House
_cited heightened interest in the plan,which
lis being promoted through ads. As of Tues-
day, however, only 7,400 of the estimated

7 /137,000 men eligible for the program had
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