


































































































































Who's who in 'kitchen cabinet' l\3ol15 
By Godtrey Sperling Jr. 
Staff correspondent of 

The Christian Science Monitor 
Wubington 

Members of President . Ford's 
"kitchen cabinet" have ready access 
to him, and he listens carefully; often 
taking notes and ordering his staff to 
investigate their recommendations. 

Yet some members of the "cabi­
net" are unsure just how effective 
their advice is. 

This is the mixed picture that 
emerges from conversations with sev­
eral members of the "cabinet," which 
is made up of some longtime friends 
of Mr. Ford from his days in Con­
gress. Some are stlll in Congress; 
others have left. 

The President is pictured as acces­
sible, affable, interested, courteous. 
Sources are guarded in their com­
ments, and generally avoid dis-

- cusaing specific issues. 
On at least one occasion, however -

the· timing of the pardon for former 
Mr. Ford went 

against the advice of his entire 
"kitchen cabinet" circle. None of the 
circle agreed with the timing Mr. 
Ford chose. 

Some effect noticed 
Said one "kitchen cabinet" man: 
"I've talked to the President a 

number of times since he's been 
President. We chat about a wide 
variety of issues. He sits and takes 
notes, which is his style, while I am 
talking. Often he will ask his people to 
'staff out• some of my recommenda­
tions after I leave .... I can't tell you 
how much influence I have, but I have 
seen my suggestions implemented. 
Similar advice may well have come 
from other places. And, in the end, I 
know that this is a President who 
makes up his own mind.'' 

Of the President's independence, 
one adviser said, rather ruefully: 

"Yes, I talk to him. And I do give 
him advice, such as the need for him 
to get a 'new face' on his adminis­
tration. He looks right at me and 
listens - but does as he pleases. • • 

Who are these people who have this 
special "sounding board" relation­
ship with the President? Those who 
see the President the most include: 
Former Secretary of Defense Melvin 
Laird, former Wisconsin Rep. John · 
W. Byrnes, former New York Re­
publican Sen. Charles Goodell, and 
Republican Sen. Robert Grlffin. 

(Sen. Grlffin, as whip, also 
has official contacts with the Presi­
dent. But his "old friend" tie, together 
with the fact that he, also, is from 

I 
Michigan, qualifles for "cabinet" 
status as well]. 

\ 

Adviser to presidents Bryce Harlow 
also has special-access status. The 
President talks to Mr. Harlow on 
occasion. But Mr. Harlow, unlike the 
others in this group, makes a point of 
not initiating these get-togethers with 
Mr. Ford. 

Several others also enjoy this "spe­
cial friend" privilege, including Rep. 
Albert H. Qule of Minnesota and 
Elford A. Cederburg, of Michigan, 
minority House leader JohrvJ. Rhodes 
of Arizona, and Rep. John B. Ander­
son of Illinois. Among these· last­
named ·individuals, some use this 
opportunity for talking to the Presi­
dent more than others. Mr. Qule says 

· he only talks to Mr. Ford about 
agruculture matters. 

W1lllam G. Whyte, vice-president of 
U.S. Steel, is also said to be a part of 
this ·coterie of informal presidential 
advisers. This· cannot be confirmed. 
But it is on the record that Ron 
Nessen, White House press secretary, 
said flatly that the President was not 
in communication with 

· during the recent period in which Mr. 
Ford was objecting to U.S. · Steel's 
recent increase in prices (later par­
tially rolled back.) 

Isolation problem 
One "cabinet" insider says: "When 

Jerry was Vice-President, he very 
quickly let me know that the Vice­
President can get isolated from the 
outside world. 

"So he asked me to come in or call • 
him whenever I thought necessary -
and again, if necessary, I should (tell] 
him (emphatically] if I thought he 
was doing the wrong things. That was 
my relationship then. And it continues 
now that he is President. • • 

Says another: "I have some input­
and perhaps a degree of in-

Goodell-in inner circle 

fluence. . . . Qhce 1Ji a while I advilk. 
on speciflc issues, but we don't go into 
details. My advice is usually along the 
lines of how to · set 'up the adminis­
trative structure ::.. · niore than on 
policy." 

Another sees his role this way: "He 
uses me as a sounding board. He'll 
sometimes say, 'Well, here's what I 
expect to do' to see what I have to 

. say. . . . The President listens but I 
get the distinct impresaion that he, in 
the end, makes up his own mind.'' 

Another adviser, who gets a par-, 
ticularly good hearing from the Prest- · 
dent almost weekly, raised questions 
about how "influential" he was: 

''As with other presidents,'' he said, 
''Ford is turning to those close around · 
him for advice - to his White House 
advisers. I don't say this is wrong. But 
that's the way it I talk to the 
President. ·aut I cer:talnly don't get 
the impression that I am influencing 
him very often." 
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Ford Extends 
Clemency Plan 
~. 

Until March l 
By Lou Cannon 

'WaslliD&ton Polt Staff Writer 
.· 

. ; President Ford yesterday j No one in the administra­
~ve Vietnam war draft evad- tion was willing to forecast 
ers and deserters another I what the eventual number of 
n'lonth. to avail themselves of I applications might be under 
the administration's. clemency I the ~xtension .. ~f the clemency 
program. · · I progra~. Bu~ ·a· spokesman at 
~"I b e 1 i eve that many · of I t~e presidential Clemency Re­
t~ose who could benefit from i VIew Board, headed by former 
it are only now learning of its :New York_ Sen. Cha!·les. E. 
applicat~n. to their cases,". the j Goodell, sa1d. t~at apphcatwns 
J'l·esiderit ~id in ·a statement: 1 were now conung in at the 
~he program, which was I rate of 300 a day. 

seheduled to expire. at mid· i President Ford took two 
mght tonight,. ~was prolonged i other·actions yesterday, one of 
until March·: 1· by : the Pr'esi-1 them designe.d t? further trim 
d'ent's proclamation. White I the size of: a .·federal budge~, 
Ilouse press secretary Ron I which now has a deficit ap­
Nessen said he did not expect I proaching $35 b_illion, and the 
any further extension. other -aimed at stimulating the 
• Aided by a public service recession-dampened economy. -

advertisin" campaign on radio In ·an effort to put more 
ahd televi~ion, ~he number of money into the ~ands of con­
applicants seeking to take ad- sumers the Pres1de~t. orde:ed 
v::iintage of the program has in- the Veterans A~~rustratlon 
creased sharply during the to speed ~P diVIdend . p_ay­
:Past two weeks. ments. tota~mg. $335.6 milho~ 
• Even with this increase, o.n three life msurance poll-

there have been applications c1es. · 
ftom only 4,000 of the esti- :'The _Presi~ent _fee~s that 
mated 100,000 convicted CiVil· thiS ac~on Will distribute a 
ian draft evaders and military sub_stantial am?ul_lt of cash at 
de t rs ho are eligible for a. time when It IS needed . to 
cl ser e w .. ,. giVe a boost to consumer 

emency under the .arned spending, Nessen said. 
r!!turn~' program announced Policie~ involved include the 
b.Y Mr. ~ord last September. . World War I U.S. Government 
:Of this number_ the Pres!· Life insurance, the World War 

dent has acted m only 65 II National Service Life Insur-, 
CJ!ses, in 20 of whkh outright ance and the Korean War Vet-· 
J)flrdons w ere granted. The erans Special Life Insurance. 
ojhers were required to take The President also sent to 
aUernative service jobs aver- Congress his eighth special 
al;ing ~om t~ree to six m?nths. message calling for recisions! 
F-our recerved a m(\Xlmum or deferrals of federal spend-
alternative service penalty of ing. , 
one year. The recisions· and deferrals 
~ Two related programs als? yesterday totaled $2.6 billion. 

were extended by the Pres~- The total deferrals sought by 
dent'& order. These are cond1- the President for the fiscal 
tional amnesty programs ad- 1975 budget involve 150 sepa­
n:iinistered by the Pentagon rate projects totaling $21.2 bil-; 
and the Justice Department lion and the recisions amount: 
f.br persons who have been to 74 projects totaling $1.8 bil- i 
charged or are under investi- lion. i 
gation but have not been .in- A wide range of programs 
dieted. have been affected by the 
;,A, Pentagon spokesman said I budget cutbacks. The largest'· 
tl~ere had been. 4.378 applicp· i recisions 1_ yesterday were 
tkms for clemency from a ~lo-1 $284.7 million'.for hospital con­
tal of 12.500 deserters. The 1 stmction. $156.2 million for ag 
.lJ.tsticc Department said that! ricultural and conservation 
324 draft evaders had applied i and $152.5 million for aircraft 
o:Ut of a potential total of i procurement that the White 
about 4.400. 'llouse decided was marginal. 
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· · Ford clemency program 
. extended to March 1 

Washington -
· Thousands of Vietnam war draft 

evaders and deserters will have one 
·additional month to take advantage of 
President Ford's conditional clemency 
program. 

Mr. Ford, reporting heightened 
interest in his program, announced 
Thursday he is extending it to March 1. 
In the absence of action by the 
President, the program would have 
died at midnight Friday. 

Although only about 7.400 o!t of an 
estimated 137,000 eligible men so far 
have decided to participate in the 
program, announced last September, 
the President said in a statement: 

"I believe that many of those who 
could benefit from it are only now 
learning of its application to their 
cases. This belief is based on a 
significant increase in the number of 
applications and inquiries over the past 
few weeks when publicity and 
communications about the program 
were greatly expanded." · 



• • 
The .conditional amnesty program for I' 

drait evaders an!i deserters was extended 
one month to March 1. The White · House 
cited heightened interest in the plan;--which 
is being promoted through ads. As of Tues­
day, however, only 7,400 ot the estimated 

) 137,000 men eligible for the program had 
:f signed up. WSl tf11fjf · 
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