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JOHN PAUL HAMMERSCHMIDT 
THIRD DiSTRICT, ARKANSAS 

HOME ADDRESS: 
HARRISON, ARKANSAS 

WASHINGTON ADDRESS: 
409 CANNON BuiLDING 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 205111 
PHoNE: ZZII-4301 

teongrtss of tbt llnittb ~tatts 
J}ou~e of 1\epre~entatibe~ 
·~ington, a.<e. 20515 

September 5, 1973 

Lt. Col. M.J. Fitzgerald (Retired) 
3401 South Louisville 
Fort Smith, Arkansas 72901 

Dear Colonel Fitzgerald: 

COMMITrEES: 
PUBLIC WORKS 

SUIICOMMITTEESz 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

INVESTIGATIONS AND REVIEW 

TRANSPORTATION 

WATER RESOURCES 

VETERANS' AFFAIRS 

SUBCOMMITTEES: 

COMPENSATION AND PENSION 

HOSPITALS 

HOUSING 

Thank you very much for your recent letters of August 1, August 11 
and August 22, 1973, I regret the delay in responding to you, since the 
letters arrived during the time of my daily visits throughout the Third 
District, I am also sorry that I did not get the opportunity to visit 
with you on August 9 when I was in the Fort Smith Office, 

I read with interest your 1972 letter to the members of the Senate 
Armed Services Committee urging an investigation on Senator McGovern's 
service record. In view of your additional comments on Cambodian bombing, 
I will refer your communication for review by the House Armed Services 
Committee, 

I understand your concern over the F.B.I. investigations which your 
letter of August 22 pointed out, I will follow up with the Justice Depart
ment on the information you have provided, and I will try to be of assist
ance in your request for copies of the investigation reports and the cause 
of such attention by the Federal Bureau of Investigation, I will be back 
in touch in the near future, 

With kindest regards, 

Sincerely yours, 
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Dear Senator, 

Thalli! you for your help. Best of luck to you in your new 

endeavor. 

~~~~~ l~.,~ 
Finlay Lewis 



Dear Sir: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

PRESIDENTIAL CLEMENCY BOARD 
Old Executiv-e Office Building 

Room 460 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

We thank you for your recent letter reques_ting consideration 
by the' Presidential Clemency Board. 

Enclosed herewith is an application form and information sheet. 
Please complete the application and return to the following 
address on or before January 31, 1975. 

Presidential Clemency Board 
Old Executive Office Building 
Room 460 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

The Board will review your application and you will be informed 
of any action that might be recommended in your case. 

Sincerely,yours., 

flu._,!l, 12. ~I 
Charles E. Goodell 
Chairman 
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Dear Charlie, 

JIM GASH 

SOD EAST 77TH STREET 

NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10021 August 9th 

I thought of you today as I watched the President's eloquent 
and reassuring speech on TV (and how good it is to say "President" 
and not mean NiBon; for~ the transition was easy!). I thought 
of you watching inside the White House ••• and that must have been 
quite a moment for you in so many ways. 

And I can't tell you how happy I was to see your name so 
prominately mentioned for a "top-level post" in the Ford 
Administration ••. and especially on that list for Vice-President, 
right there with our Formerly Eternal Governor. I just hope you 
get exactly what you want; the President is the one who will really 
benefit. We've been without Goodell in public service far too long. 

You have no idea how close you came to having Gash haunting 
you this week, asking for a half-hour interview. It was frustrating 
to be able ~o do no more than watch you on TV. But I had no place 
to air the interview, since I quit WNEW a week earlier (no more 
than 5 or 6 years too late!). I have no idea what I'm going to do 
now, but I just had to get out; one reaches the point where 
professionalism do,sn't permit one to work in a place that just 
doesn't care anymore ••• and so it is at WNEW (and, I'm afraid, 
at much of radio and TV news in New York). 

I'd very much appreciate it if you'd keep me in mind if 
there are any possibilities in your future. Also, I'd like 
to put in a bid for time to do a magazine interview with you 
at the "appropriate" time. 

The very best, Charlie ••. and Welcome Home!!!!! 

Best regards, 

P.S.: Buckley was absolutely right. It is time We had 
a Senator! 



The Honorable Charles E. Goodell 
Advisor to the President 
'.rhe White House 
Washington, D.C. 20013 

August 19, 1974 

Dear Senator Goodell, 

I have enclosed a letter to the President, and I 
respectfully request that you forward it to him, either 
through the mail, or through inner office routing, which
ever is the more practical. I want you to read that letter, 
if you will, so that you will understand what it is that 
I wish to convey to the President. 

But first, let me extend my congratulations to you on 
your becoming an advisor to the President. I wish you 
much success in your new capacity, and I extend to you 
my hope that you will be able to influence and suggest to 
Mr. Ford the principalled positions on issues that I know 
you to possess. 

The first and only time that I had previously written 
to you was after your defeat in the 1970 New York Senatorial 
election. Possibly your files may contain my letter, dated 
November 6, 1970 but, I know you are a busy man, so I 
have enclosed copies of both my letter and your reply con
cerning that sad event--- for your informational review. 

The cause that originally prompted me to write this 
letter to you has been somewhat overshadowe4, temporarily~ 
by the subject of my letter to President Ford. However, f' ,r•'\:'0 .. 
the cause that I am pursuing in this letter to you is ! i~.~~· '·" , 
still my original concern, and that is the question of {:~;· 
amnesty, universal and unconditional. I wish to assure • \';\ 
you that I have not personallr taken up this isslile solely\:' 
from an impulsive nature. I have been troubled by the ,,, 
injustice of the lack of amnesty for many years, dating 
back specifically since the date of my departure from the 
battlefields of Vietnam in March of 1967. 

Senator Goodell, seven years have passed since the 
Vietnam war was over for me. And seven years is a long 
time, especially for those conscientious young men who 
avoided military service because of their opposition to 
that despicable war. I confess that I am angry at the 
injustice perpetuated upon the evaders and the deserters 
and their families, and I feel deeply that no one, other 
than yourself, has the opportunity to get a different 
opinion on amnesty presented to the President-- an opinion 
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that was totally ignored and even condemned by the last 
administration. 

Naturally, I am assuming that you agree with me 
insofar as universal amnesty is concerned, and I must say 
that I base my assumption on your record as Senator 
from New York. Your record as Senator cost you your 
office. And New York and the Nation, I feel, has suffered 
under the weight of the type of conservatism perpetuated 
by your successor. 

It is not only proper, but I feel that it is also 
a necessity, that in order to achieve the harmony and 
trust advocated by President Ford, that he deal immed
iately and positively with the long overdue issue of 
amnesty. 

Although President Ford would not be setting a pre
cedent-- amnesty has been declared after ---~ every war-
he would, of course, be settimg a precedent of sorts; the 
first President in modern times to declare universal and 
unconditional amnesty. Unless total amnesty is declared, 
unless the severe divisions that plague our country are 
humanely dealt with, then it is totally impossible for 
us as a nation, to continue in our pursuit of justice 
and dignity. 

There are deep divisions within our people. These 
divisions will not be healed by ignoring their causes, 
as our last President chose to do. Nor will they be 
resolved by good will alone, when it is not followed up 
with positive and humane action. War was never declared 
in Vietnam. If these men, evaders and deserters alike, 
shirked their duty in refusing to do battle, or refusing to 
serve the cause of this war in any capacity, was not the 
Supreme Court derelict in its duty as it continued, case 
after case, to ignor the necessity of ruling on the 
constitutionality of the Vietnam war? I do not see why, 
in all true conscience, men cannot decide themselves, 
and without repercussions, to refuse to become involved 
in a war, while at the same time, other men, who's 
duty is the deciding of that grave constitutional 
question, do instead choose to ignor it altogether. 

If we are all equal under the law then why, I am 
compelled to ask, did the highest interpreters of law 
in our land choose to shirk the duty of a decision, 
and in turn, allow the apprehension and punishment 
and the exiling of those who were forced to make that 
decision themselves? 

There does exist, it seems to me, an obvious 
double standard. And, as long as that double standard 
ia allowed to exist and perpetually habituate the 
thinking of those in government, then the quest for 
compromise and conscientious action is a myth. 
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It would not be appropriate, and I'm sure the 
President would agree, to indict the Supreme Court for 
dereliction of duty. On the other hand, it appears to 
me that it is most inappropriate and quite unjust to 
indict, convict or force exile on those who have had to 
decide a question of life or death ••• the taking or 
the losing of the Creator's most precious gift ••• LIFEl 

Senator Goodell, I have seen the obscenity of death. 
I have even helped cause it. And, although I have 
nothing personal to gain in a Presidential declaration of 
universal and unconditional amnesty, other than a feeling 
of seeing justice done, I must urge you with all of my 
effort to bring this matter of moral and dutiful neglect 
to the attention of the President of the United States. 

The power of justice lies within the grasp of 
Mr. Ford's own conscience. 

Thank you for taking the time to read my letter. I am 

Respectfully Yours, 

eLJui~ .. 
Gmarles E. Hoelscker 
16733 Yukon Avenue 
Torrance, CA 90504 



.. .. Charles E. Hoelscher 
1061l~ Hansel Avenue 
Inglewood, Cal. 90304 

Senator Charles E. Goodell 
Senate Office Building 
Washington. D. C • 

Dear Senator Goodell. 

November 6, 1970 

I wish to take this opportunity to personally 
thank you for. in roy oppinion. your great repre
sentation for the people of New York and the 
entire country. I wish to congratulate you for 
the courage and princinle you have shown in refus
ing to withdraw from the New York Senate race. 

I aro a liberal and affl a registered Democrat. 
but had I the opportunity to vote in New York, 
there is no doubt in my mind that you would have 
received nry vote. 

}~ny people such as myself do not vote party 
but instead vote the roan. Althou~~ I am convinced 
that either the DeMocratic Party or a new party 
are the only hope of change, I do not hesitate 
to vote for a Republican of Liberal persuasion, 
who has shown himsel.f to be a coUrageous and 
deeply honest roan. You are such a I'lB.n. 

It would have been a victory .for liberals in 
New York had you withdrawn. but it would not 
have been right. A person stands on his beliefs, 
and withdrawing from the race would not give 
a favorable voter interpretation of the seriousness 
ot your beliefs. You would have lost your integrity 
had you withdrawn. You would have lost your self-
respect. · 

The liberals lost in New York to a ~nority 
candidate, but you did not lose. 

The very best wishes to you and your family. 

With Kindest regards. 

Charles E. Hoelscher 
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• CHARLES E. GOODELL BRIAN CONBOY 
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 

tlEW YORK 

Mr. Charles F.. Hoelscher 
10614 Mansel Ave. 
Inglewood, Calif. 90304 

Dear Mr. Hoelscher: 

.WASHINGTON, D.C. 20:510 

December 9, 1970 

Your beautiful letter of support meant a great deal to me 
in the aftermath of the election. 

I have received thousands of letters and have taken the 
time to read them all personally, although I cannot handwrite 
responses as I would like to do. You can be sure that I shall 
continue to work for the causes to which I have been committed 
in the United States Senate during the past two years. I do 
not know at this time what opportunities will be available to 
me to continue to strive to influence the course of our country. 

We came much closer to winning this election than the polls 
and final results would indicate. It is a tragedy that the vote 
was split as it was. Independent analysts who were polling 
constantly throughout the campaign have told me I lost about 10% 
of my vote in the last five days to those who feared a Buckley 
victory. Ironically, that slippage began at the very time when 
the momentum was on my side and a significant number of people 
were coming over in support of me. 

The fortunes of politics are unpredictable and I know not 
what the future will hold. I am honored by rour support, and you 
can be sure I shall continue to be involved 1n whatever capacity 
is available to me. 

With warm personal regards, I am 

Very truly yours, 

~ 
Charles E. 

CEG:mar 



Charles E. Hoelscher 
16733 Yukon Avenue 
Torrance, CA 90504 

The President 

The White House 

Washington, D.C. 20013 



The President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20013 

Dear Mr. President, 

August 19, 1974 

Although I have not felt the slightest inclination 
to suggest to you policy or appointments since your swear
ing in as our Thirty-eighth President, nevertheless, a 
matter of extreme importance has prompted me to write this 
letter. 

The subject of concern that I am addressing myself to 
is the appointment of Mr. Richard Roudebush to the position 
of Veterans Administration Head. 

As an infantry veteran of the Vietnam war, and as a 
concerned citizen who feels it his moral duty to help 
insure that .fellow veterans receive adequate care and 
compensation, I feel I must strongly urge you to recon
sider the appointment of the former congressman from 
Indiana. 

I appeal to you on this matter for several major 
reasons. 

For nearly six years, the VA has been run by an 
egotistical and ineffective man, Mr. Donald E. Johnson. 
During Mr. Johnson's term as VA administrator, over 
150 million dollars was cut from the VA budget. Although 
the former President was responsible for this policy, 
Mr. Johnson, possibly one of this Nation's most perfected 
•Yes Men,• eagerly concurred with the proposed budget cut. 
This cut, enacted in 1973, nearly ruined the effectiveness 
of the VA and it did untold mental, moral, and possibly 
even physical damage to those who suffered the most from 
the effects of the cut--- namely, paraplegic and amputee 
veterans. Fortunately, Mr. Johnson was finally cornered 
and he was forced to listen to some very concerned and 
rightfully, angry disabled Vietnam veterans. His behavior-
his arrogance, and his hostility for these younger veterans 
became unquestionably clear since the confrontations were 
reported fully by the media and the press. Public outcry 
~oreed the resignation of one image-building, do-nothing 
bureaucrat. But after all of the arguing, animosity, and 
non-communication, it seems that we, the veterans that the 
VA is supposed to serve, will be saddled with yet another 
bureaucrat. This one, a political hack. 
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As I am sure you know, Mr. President, Bichard 
Roudebush ran a senate campaign in 19?0. He was defeat
ed, and rightfully so, as his conduct in the campaign and 
his political commercials were of the nature of which you, 
Mr. President, as you have made clear, we as a people, do 
not want. Namely-- divisiveness, non-communication and 
hostility. 

Mr. Roudebush attacked the incumbent senator in such 
a manner as to clearly indicate that he thought his oppon
ent's positions were traitorous. His campaign commercials 
even went so far as to show a film of some long-haired men, 
hired and then posed as vagrants, and through innuendo 
suggested that the incumbent senator tolerated and encour
aged this type of "free-loading• behavior. Another of Mr. 
Roudebush's commercials employed an Oriental man, obviously 
portraying a Viet Cong soldier, pointing a rifle at the 
television viewer as the announcer, again through innuendo, 
suggested that Mr. Hartke's loyalty was »BKtmiJ possibly 
misplaced. 

Surely, Sir, a man who would stoop to this level to 
win a close election does not deserve the trust of your 
administration, and that of my fellow veterans. 

We are in a time in history when it is imperative 
that we, as a people, come together in order to solve our 
immense problems. We need no more do-nothing, antagonistic 
bureaucrats and political hacks. We need cooperation--
cooperation and compromise, as you said in your speech before 
congress last week. 

Mr. Roudebush will not be able to relate to Vietnam 
veterans. 

I realize Sir, that the burden and responsibilities 
you command makes it impossible for you to have first-hand 
knowledge of all of your appointees. I also understand 
that you are in a situation not of your own choosing, and 
that this situation, honorable and respectable as it surely 
is, has caused you and your family inconvenience and re
adjustment problems. But from one who has seen the suffer
ing, the loss of moral, and the collapse of integrity within 
the giant VA structure; as one who has talked to and cried 
with the individual patients and the harassed doctors and 
medical personnel, I feel that I must urge you as much as I 
can, to find it within your own heart and conscience to 
reconsider the appointment of Richard Roudebush. And, 
Mr. President, I respectfully suggest that it would be wise, 
and certainly more just, were you to seek out and appoint 
a man or woman that is, to your satifaction, completely able 
to communicate with all veterans, regardless of age or 
persuasion. And that that person also possess the amgition 
and the knowhow to move the VA structure forward, or if nee-
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essary, restructure the entire apparatus, in order to 
serve the interests and needs of the millions of American 
veterans in a way in which all of us can be proud. 

With good wishes to you and JOUr family, I am 

Respectfully Yours, 

ttJwt_l~ 
Charles E. Hoelscher 
16733 Yukon Avenue 
Torrance, CA 90504 
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President Gerald Ford 
White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Bre President: 

August 21, 1974-

We were deeply moved by your statement Monday regarding 
leniency for those in legal jeopardy because of the war 
in Southeast Asia. It was courageous and sensitive. You 
could not have chosen a more important issue with which to 
challenge all Americans to join you in beginning to "bind 
up the nation's wounds." 

We respond to your request with joy and thanksgivin~ 
For the past several years we have tried to minister to thos~ 
who have been deeply affected by the war -- both Vietnam 
era veterans and those who would not participate in that war. 
In addition, most of our religious bodies have examined and 
discussed at great length the question of how healing in 
our nation may be achieved. 

Out of the experience of our ministry and concernt and 
in response to your request "to join in rehabilitating all 
the casualties of all the tragic conflicts that are past," 
we would appreciate an ppportunity to meet with you before 
September 1, to share with you our concerns and our views 
regarding amnesty. 

We welcane your openness and your initiative on thia 
matter• so critical to the nation. Would you give us the 
opportunity to respond to you out of our experience with 
the ~ounds we all seek to heal. 



.. 

We would appreciate your response to either of these 
two people who are haniUing this matter in our behalf: 

Rev. Richard C. Killmer 
or 

E. William Galvin, Jr. 
Special Ministries/Vietnam Generation 
Room 766 
National Council of the CBurches of Christ 
q7s Riverside Drive · 
New York, New York 10027 

Sineerely, 

Rev. W. Sterling Cary 



• . -~;:-·~_, ... 

For: 

Bishop A. James Armstrong 
President, Board of Church end Society• 
Chairman, The Bishop's Call for Peace and the Self Development 
of l'eople, United Methodist Church 

Rabbi Irwin M. Blank 
President, Synagogue COWlcil of America 

Mr. S. Loren Bowman 
General Secretary, Church of the Bretheen 

R't. Rev. Edmond L. Browning 
Executive, National World Mission. Executive Council, 
Episcopal Church 

Dr. Robert c. Campbell 
General Secretary, American Baptist Churches 1n the United 

' St~tea of America 

Dr. Robert V. Moss 
President, United Church of Christ 



. 
Dr. Kenneth L. Teagarden 
President and General MinJ.ater. Christian Church (Disciples " ..... -,., 
of Christ) 

Dr. William P. Thompson 
Stated Clerk. United Presbyterian Church in the United States 
of America 

Re.v. lh eoJo r e. H-e.~lov..v- j 

f>reS\dQn-\-) }o..\ohe. ~\'Y\.~ \)..._V\.-\Ve.t"~;+y 
• 

,· 



WASHINGTON OFFICE 
SUITE 203- 1825 K STREET, N. W., WASHINGTON, D. C. 20006 

Telephone: Area Code 202-223-6694 

JEROME H. SOHNS, Director 

Hon. Charles Goodell 
White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator; 

BRUCE KIRSCHENBAUM, Deputy Director 
WALLIE H. NOBLE, Office Manager 

August 22, 1974 

On behalf of myself, my father Judge Irving Kirschenbaum, 
and my brothers Jerry and Steve, I want to congratulate 
you on joining with President Ford in attempting to create 
a new era of government in the United States. My father 
is presently out of the country or he would have expressed 
his own best wishes. 

I hope you will be able to join the new administration in 
a more formal capacity so that we all can gain the benefit 
of your leadership. Your participation in President Ford's 
administration brings back pleasant and exciting memories 
of the 1970 campaign. 

If I, or any member of my family, can be of any assistance 
to you personally or to the Ford Administration please 
do not hesitate to call upon us. 



CITY GF NEW YORK 
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SPECIAL MINISTRIES/VIETNAM GENERATION 

natiOnal COUnCil 0~ th€ ChURCh€S 0~ ChRISt m th€ u.s.a. 

475 Riverside Drive, New York, N.Y. 10027 

Dr. Robert V. Moss 
Chairperson 

Rev. Dean H. Lewis 
Vice-Chairperson 

Rev. Richard L. Killmer 
Director 

Rev. W. Sterling Cary, President 

Dear Mr. Goodell: 

Telephone (212) 870-2192 

Claire Randall, General Secretary 

8/23/74 

Henry Schw•rtzchild suggested I send you a copy of this letter, in 
the hope t~•t you might be •ble to help in •rr•nging • meeting with 
President Ford. Any •ssist•nce would be gre•tly appreci•ted. 

RK:pm 
signed in his absence 

Program Area on Professional Church Leadership, 
A Unit of the Division of Education and Ministry 

Sin<;_e;r~}', 
'((.~ 
Rev. Rich•rd Killmer 



100 EAST 85TH STREET 

NEW YORK, N.Y. 10028 

Charles Goodell, Esq. 
1225 Nineteenth Street, NW 

Suite 601 
Washington, DC - 20036 

Dear Charlie: 

August 23, 1974 

I hope that Saxbe-Schlesinger, in making their report and 
recommendations to President Ford regarding amnesty, will 
not overlook the men with bad discharges. I am vacation
ing at our place down in West Virginia, and don't have 
figures with me. But the ACLU has its and the Pentagon 
has its, and though they don't match, they are all huge; 
much, much larger than the numbers of deserters and draft 
evaders. And by all evidence disproportionately black and 
Spanish-speaking. Most never saw the inside of a court 
martial, having merely administrative discharges or bad 
marks on honorable discharges; so any issue of military 
justice is a weak and strained one. 

I've been interested in amnesty about as long as anyone, 
ever since I wrote and got some people to sign a statement 
in October, 1971. I am enclosing a copy of it and a sequel 
we put out last Fall, to point out that we have tried since 
early on to stress the situation of these men with bad 
discharges. Somehow, neither the press nor politicians ever 
hear that (and, for that matter, the "amnesty movement" it
self tends to forget them). 

If you have a way to put these men's needs before Saxbe
Schlesinger, I think you would do a great service. Last 
Spring, the Pentagon took a grudging (and perhaps even a 
harm-causing) step away from its past practice of coding 
discharge papers. It is time now, as Mr. Ford said, to make 
it fully possible for all these young men to rid their lives 
of the burdens caused them by Vietnam. 

Every good wish, 

LWD/kjs 
enc. 

yours, 

•. , ...... 
·--..._._" __ . 



Statement on Amnesty 

There are at least 70,000, and some say as many as 

100,000, young American men in Canada, men who have quit the 

military or refused the draft. Many of them have been joined 

there by wives and sweethearts, and some have children. There 

are hundreds of other American men scattered about the world, 

also in flight from the military. Some 500 men are held in 

the federal prisons for resisting the draft, and about 3,000 

have already finished their terms, branded for life as felons. 

At least 5,000 men are now in military stockades, here or 

abroad, for offenses committed against the military's code, 

and another 4,500 are confined while awaiting trial. And 

thousands of men have been, for one reason or another, dis

honorably (or less than honorably) discharged during these 

long, anguished years of the Vietnam t-Jar. 

These men are all young, many of them still in their 

teens; most have probably never voted in a federal election. 

Their lives have been deeply affected by a war which was not 

of their making, one which -- we feel sure -- the overwhelming 

majority of this nation wish we had never begun and pray may 

quickly end. So deeply felt is the revulsion against this war, 

that the air is full of charges and countercharges as to who 

was to blame for it. 

While men of our generation dispute blame, the burden 

of our mistakes will be their life-long inheritance. Are they 

alone to bear legal responsibility for the war, and all its 

events? 
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We say: Let them go and let their records be made 

clean. Let go those who refused to fight a war that we as a 

nation have come to detest and to believe wrongly fought. Let 

go those who ran afoul of military law during a war which many 
A 

think is itself illegal. Erase the taint on the good name and 

careers of young men with war-connected prison sentences or 

less than honorable discharges. 

Men who may have violated the laws of other countries 

may have to answer to those courts. Men who may have violated 

the civil laws of our country should answer to our courts. 

But let there be no legal recriminations among our-

selves for the fighting or the refusing to fight this war. The 

healing and reconciliation of the nation, its redirection 

toward peace with itself, will be difficult enough. It will be 

folly to make it even harder by exacting heavy legal penalties 

from these young men. 

We believe and urge that those many thousands gone 

to Canada and elsewhere should be allowed to return freed of 

any legal impediments and invited to share here the opportuni-

ties and responsibilities of building a better nation. 

The alternative would be a class of political exiles, 

haunting us for decade after decade. If there is states@an

ship left among us, we will move now to prevent that grim 

prospect. 

We recognize that what we propose might be a de 

facto repeal of the draft. As to that (and setting to one 
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side for now the morality and co~stitutionality of a draft 

for an undeclared war), we say that this matter of amnesty and 

mutual pardon should be an important element in the discussion 

of the winding down of the war to be debated and resolved 

along with other issues. In any event, that which we propose 

should be done, at the latest, shortly after an armistice in 

Vietnam, whether that be proclaimed or de facto. 

Surely a republic which granted ~~esty after the 

Civil War to soldiers who fought in rebellion against it will 

w~~t to do no less for these men whose offense has been only 

that they refused to fight in an undeclared and unpopular war, 

thousands of miles from our own shores. With that precedent, 

and for this far lesser offense, surely we shall want to act 

more promptly. 

The young men of whom we have spoken here are not 

the only victims of this war, nor have they carried the heaviest 

burden. The government has been shamefully negligent of the 

rct~rned veteran. The veterans are entitled (and all our 

futures require that they should have) every needed assistance 

in education, employment, health and housing. Men who Here 

maimed and crippled need to have every care and attention 

science and compassion can provide. And the children of those 

who died or who have been too badly hurt to look after them 

fully, should be able to grow with educational and health and 

housing supports belonging to their fathers. 
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We address this petition to Congress, in the hope 

and expectation that it will act; to the President, with 

similar hope and expectation; to those who aspire to be 

President, with conviction that here is a good cause for 

courageous statesmanship; to the public, in the belief that it 

will want to restore unity among us all; and to the young men 

whose lives have been dominated by this war, in confidence 

that they, wherever they are, are already concerned with the 

making of a better America. 

KENNETH B. CLARK, Professor of Social Psychology, City University 
of New York; President, Metropolitan Applied Research 
Center. 

ROBERT COLES, psychiatrist, Harvard University; author. 
L2SLIE DUNBAR, Executive Director, The Field Foundation. 
ERIK H. ERIKSON, psychoanalyst and author. 
WILLARD GAYLIN, Professor of Psychiatry and Law, Columbia Uni-

versity. 
Efu~EST GRUENING, former U.S. Senator from Alaska. 
M. CARL HOLI1AN. 
JAMES M. LAvJSON, JR. , Executive Board, Committee of Southern 

Churchmen; Director-designate, Institute for Non
violent Action, Atlanta. 

BENJ M:IN E. HAYS, President, Board of Education, Atlanta, 
Georgia; President Emeritus, Morehouse College. 

CHARLES MORGAN, JR., Southern Regional Director, American Civil 
Liberties Union. 

CHARLES 0. PORTER, former U.S. Congressman from Oregon; Chairman, 
National Committee for Amnesty Now. 

JOSEPH L. RAUH, JR., attorney; Counsel, Leadership Conference 
on Civil Rights. 

HILTON J. E. SENN, Sterling Professor Emeritus of Pediatrics and· 
Psychiatry, Yale University. 

CHARLES E. SILBERMAN, author. 
RAYMOND l'"i. WHEELER, physician; President, Southern Regional 

Council. 
ANDREtv J. YOUNG, Chairman, Human Relations Cc; ... ,,:.ion, City of 

Atlanta; former Executive Director, Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference. 

(Titles for identification only.) October 15, 1971 



STA7EMENT ON AMNESTY 

(October 1973) 

ha ask again that the public and the government face tte 

fact that for all that has happened in our Vietnamese war, only 

men w~o a~a young have been or are being punished; and that in 

disproportionate numbers these men are non-white and from low 

eco:.o:nic ~s1:ate. 

Ha a~e speaking of·those men who are or were imprisoneC. for 

~af~sing induction; of those who expatriated themselves before or 

af~a~ induction or who have lived underground; and of those given 

"lass-t:~an-honorable" or other discri1:1inatory discharges from t:-.e 

:-::ili.tc..ry. 

We b~lieve that justice -- justice that is syri.;r,et~""ical ir. i-c::. 

e~~al trea-cment of all citizens -- requires an unconditional amnesty, 

pardon, or fair restitution for all men who are chargee. with, may 

be cha~ged with, or have been convicted for offenses arising out 

o= their ~efusal to participate in the military action in Southeast 

Asia, or for offenses against military law while doing so. 

A country which has found only a lieutenant guilty fo~" :.t.y Lai, 

has fo~nd no one legally culpable for the massive deception revealed 

in the Pentagon Papers and in the disclosures of later lawlessness 

and deceit in the war's conduct, has seen its honor sacked by Water

gata and similar affairs -- such a country so long as it may belong 

to a just people cannot now impose its penalties only on these young 



a~d ?owe~less rr.e~. That cannot be fair, cannot be in keepi~g 

O·..:.r war, we trust, is ove:.."'. T:1e nation now has much to do, 

can do only as a united people. There is too lit-cle 

::-.\..::::uo.l trus-c among us, too much that is cor-.t'osive of hopes and 

A general and unconditional amnesty would be a simple and 

c~ear act. It would be a sign that we want to live at peace with 

eac~ o-cher, that we want to end within ourselves the awful divisions 

caused by the war, that we want to get on with the work of making 

"t~~s a be-cter land. 

\f~o can be opposed to such an act? Can the dead speak, and 

advise us; or can any speak for them? Would we really want to turn 

-co paren"ts of -che dead and set them speaking against each other, 

some ur3ing amnesty and some opposed? 

Are veterans (including former prisoners of war) opposed? 

They appear divided, many for, many against, many indifferent. 

Al"though interest and weight do attach to the views of the ve-cera~s 

of "this wa~ who were themselves enlisted men, even they, in the 

"trac~"t~on of our civil society, have now to' advance those views as 

citize~s, a~d not as a distinct group. 

Can Congressrr.en and mer.~ers of the administration, both present 

and former ones, who put us into the war and who kept us in it so 

~ong, have it in -cheir hearts to absolve themselves while they hurt 

these young men? 

- Page two -



C.:.~ those Cong~css~en who opposed the war, in the way the 

?l;~::;~ic e~powered them to do, want to r.urt those powerless men v;ho 

opposeG th~ wa~ in the only ways they could or knew how, ~en who in 

p~occss helped create and sustain that public disgust with the 

wa~ which ~inally gav~ some success to Congressional effort to end it? 

\{e believe that Congress and the President are, in fact, :f'u.:.ly 

:f'~ee to act fo~ amnesty, and that they cannot rightfully claim to be 

held bac~ by constituents' pressures. He believe amnesty, as was 

se~egation in the South, is an issue wherein statesmen would not 

'trade on fears b ..... ...... and therefo:..""e should, lead. He believe t:ho.t 

the people will respond helpfully to forthright leadership, as did 

people in the South when seg~egation was outlawed. 

He believe that if Conv."'ess or the ?-~esident will give the 

Ame~ican people the opportunity to be generous and just, the nation 

will be so. We ask for that opportunity. 

Does -;:his n.:.tion, that was established to 11 form a mere perfec·.: 

unionti and to 11 insure domestic tranquility, 11 not want to heal itself? 

Jo we not want to take this chance on justice? 

There are few acts a government can decide upon that clearly 

immediately benefit individuals; amnesty would be one. We t:hinl< 

it would be even r..ore. We would be saying to ourselves that vle :-.ow 

put the Vietnam war behind us, with its terrible freight of bitterness 

.:.nd recrimination, and of corruption and brutality too. He would 

sign.:.l a decisive tu~ning away from the darkness of the war years, 

&.n~ toHa~d rebuilding and restoring and healing, both here and, as 

- Page three -
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w~ a~~ ~0~ally bound to co, in Indo-China. We also would be affi~ir.g 

~o ou~selves that America has no time or need for vengeance against 

ourselves, and especia~ly not against our youth. We would, insteac, 

be welco~ing the return, as free members of a freer society, of 

young men who can give much to the future -- theirs and ours and 

our cou.-.try•s. 

ROGE::\ BAL;)HI;.J, founder and former Director, American Civi~ Liberties 
Union. 

Rev. EUGENE CARSON BLAKE, retired General Secretary, World Council 
of Churches. 

Ro.:Ubi I:.:\HIN ~L BLANK, Temple Ohabei Shalom, Brookline, Mass. 
::\ev. ROBERT McAFEE BROWN, Professor of Religious Studies, Stanforc 

Unive~sity. 

;IEYHOOD BURNS, Director, National Conference of Black Lav.yers. 
Rev. HILL D. CAMPBELL, Director, Committee of Southern Churchmen. 
:.:\~v. H. STERLING CARY, Pr~sident, National Council of Churches of 

Ch~ist in the U.S.A. 
X:NNETE E. CLARK, Professor of Social Psychology, City University of 

New York; President, Metropolitan Applied Research Center. 
:.:\ev. IHLLI.-\~l SLOAN:C: COFFIN Jr., Chaplain, Yale University. 
JOEN ::<... COLEMAN, President, Haverforc College. 
R03E:\T COLES, psychiatrist, Harvard University; author. 
DO:.:\OTHY DAY, Editor and publisher, The Catholic vlorkcr. 
?A':'R:CIA ~L DERIA:--l', Democratic National Committeewoman from i'.ississi:;:.:;:.i. 
~:c:s:IE DUN3AR, Executive Director, The Field Foundation. 
VE:.:\NON A. EAGLE, Executive Director, The New World Foundation. 
Rabbi MAURICE N. EISENDRATH, President, Union of American Hebrew 

Congrega-cions. 
ERIK H. ERIKSON, psychoanalyst and author. 
\\.H. FERRY, Executive Dir~ctor, D.J .B. Foundation. 
LAWRENCE J. FRIEDMAN, President, U.S. National Student Association. 
WILh-\RD GAYLIN, Professor of Psychiatry and Law, Columbia University; 

author. 
ERNEST GRUENING, for~er U.S. Senator from Alaska. 
~::c;;u~:C:L P..'\RRINGTON, Chairman, Democratic Socialist Organizing Com-

mittee; author. 
Rev. T~iEODORE M. HESBURGH, C. S.C. , President, University of Not:r-e Da~e. 
~~. CARL HOLMAN. 
DAVI;) ?... HUNTER. 
:=\.cv. JA~~~ES M. L.; \~SON, Jr. , Pastor, Centenary Methodist C1-.. urch, 

Memphis, Tenn. 

- Page four -
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JO~X ~~WIS, :xecutive Director, Voter Educatio~ Project, 
Atlanta, Georgia. 

~JE~~T JAY LIFTO~, Professor of Psychiatry, Yale U~iversity. 
B~XJA~IX ~- MAYS, President, Board of Education, Atlanta, Georgia; 

President Emeritus, ~orehouse College. 
DAVID McREYNOLDS~ War Resisters League. 
C~ARL:SS MORGAN, Jr., Executive Director, Washington National Office, 

American Civil Liberties Union. 
The R~. Rev. PAUL MOORE Jr., Bishop of New York, Episcopal Church. 
Rev. ~03:SRT V. MOSS, President, United Church Of Christ. 
ARY~2 NEIER, Executive Director, American Civil Liberties Union. 
Rev. K~N~ETE ~EIGH, retired General Secretary of the former Board 

of National Missions of the United Presbyterian Churc~ 
in the U.S.A. 

:SL~ANO~ ~OL~:~s NORTON, Chairwoman, New York City Corr.mission o:-. Eu...-:c.;-. 
Rights. 

~on. JUSTIN~ WISE POLI~R. 
~OY ?:~RCE, Professor of Political Science, University of :1ichigan. 
DANIEL H. POLLITT, Professor of Law, University of ~orth Caroli~a 

Law School. 
CHARL~S 0. PORTER, former U.S. Congressman from Oregon; Chairman, 

National Committee for Amnesty Now. 
Rev. STEPHE~ G. PRICP~RD, Director of Training, Institutes of 

Religion and Health. 
LOUIS~ RANSO~i, Directo;._"", A;nericans for Amnesty:, Gold Star ~1ot1-.er. 
JOS~?H L. RAUn, Jr., Counsel, Leadership Conference on Civil Rizhts. 
:·:IL'I'ON J .E. SE~N, Sterling Professor Emeritus of Pediatrics and 

~sychiatry, Yale University. 
CXA~L~S E. SILBERMAN, Director, The Study of Law and Justice; au~hor. 
w:LLIA~: P. THOMPSON, Stated Clerk of the General Assembly, United 

Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. 
JOHN WILLIAM WARD, President, Amherst College. 
R.'\ Y}!OND N. WHEELER, President, Southern Regional Council; Chair:;'lan, 

Childre~'s Fou:-.datio~:, physician. 
A~D~~H J. YOUNG, Member of Congress from Georgia. 

(Titles for identification only.) 
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Charles Goodell, Esq. 
1225 Nineteenth Street, 

S:u,,ite 601 
Washington, DC - 20036 

NW 



100 EAST, 85TH STREET 

NEW YORK, N.Y. 10028 

' ' \, .. · .).:;;'' 



385 FORT Hill ROAD • SCARSDALE, NEW YORK 10583 

Dear llr. Goodell : 

We understand that you haw some influence with 

President Ford. We hope you will use it to help him 

see that a general amnesty for resisters - with an 

absolute minimum of conditions - is a good thing, not 

a scary thing. The President made a brave start with 

his speech to the VFW; now you can help him onto the 

path of generosity. He is no doubt getting a bombardment 

of objections to any amnesty from military types. Please 

do him and the country the immense service of letting 
• ... 

him lmow that there is a large, compassionate body of 

citizens who look forward to a true amnesty as another 

refreshing breeze of post-Watergate air. 

With our very best wishes and deep thanks, 

Carol Bernstein Ferry 

W. H. Ferry 

• 

August 24, 1974 

._, 
~ 

~~ 

\~ 4!: 
' .... ' 

~/ 
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Mr. Charles Goodell 
Hydeman, Mason & Goodell 
1225 19th Street N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Charlie: 

September 5, 1974 

The month of August has been filled with joy and satisfaction: 
First, the worst u.s. President in our history left office and 
was replaced by an apparently outstanding public servant in 
Mr. Ford, and secondly, I read with great joy about your close 
ties to the new Administration and your "poetic revenge" on 
Richard Nixon. 

I remember only too well your inspired campaign for re-election 
to the U.S. Senate and the ugly smear tactics of Nixon and his 
gang. Anita and I considered it a privilege to have worked 
for you in that campaign, together with our mutual friends 
Jack Javits and John Trubin. 

Please accept this letter as my best wishes for great success 
and for my strong recommendation that you return to public 
service. 

Sincerely yours, 

INC. 

of the Board 

PMS/br 
'",-

qold e)eal Vineyards, Inc. 
·GoLD SEAL I MIRRilMneiMII 'Wineries 

Suite 3202, Empire State Building, New York, N.Y. 10001 

212 736-1391 
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C..hAR;-\es Goc~e_\ \ 
ChPI\Y("('\AN 

C \ e '{"('\e. N c '-'\ ~c P.R. b 

Re: Alternative Service- Draft Resisters 

September 11, 1974 

Timothy L. Oliver 
Oliver Bros. Restoring 
1030 Olive Lane 
Coronado, California 

92118 

Tel'(:i;- 714-435-8219 

I would like to suggest a means of providing alternate service 
that is both practical and patriotic. Most positions presently 
available for returning resisters are in the medical or social 
service fields but many resisters, including myself, have been em
ployed in the past few years in the construction trades. It would 
be a shame not to use this experience for the national good. Rather 
than employ returning resisters, with such experience, exclusively 
in hospitals, social agencies, etc., why not organize them into a 
non-profit corporation to restore buildings and historic sites 
throughout the nation2 With the bicentennial rapidly approaching 
there is a great interest in preserving our heritage and I can think 
of no act more symbolic of reconciliation than providing alternative 
service in this way. 

There also are economic factors to be considered. First, many 
communities, have a great desire to preserve buildings and sites but 
have neither the expertise nor the money with which to do so. Second, 
funds are now available for restoration through the Congress, state 
legislators, and private organizations, but these can only be channeled 
to communities of need through knowledgeable practitioners in the art 
of restoring. Third, there are very few alternative service positions 
available and what few there are can very rarely utilize construction 
experience or provide an adequate income to a resister with a family. 

Vmat I propose, then, is to bring these factors together within 
a non-profit organization. This organization will provide an experieno
ed and knowledgeable work force, adequately~id, to restore historic 
sites and buildings in communities throughout the nation, funded by 
public and private agencies, under the auspices and with the aid of the 
federal government. 

~ I make this proposal with the full purpose to see it through and 
and would greatly appreciate hearing from you, at the earliest date, 
your reaction and suggestions. 

~, ' 
Sincerely l ~£~· P.s. 

My background- convicted Feb., 1972, for refusing indue on 
(on conscientious groun;_.s), placed on probation for five years with 
three years alternative service of which I have served more than half. 
I have been restoring, locally, for three years un•:3er the company 
name Oliver Bros. 
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PMS CHARLES GOODELL 

1225 19TH ST 
\VASH DC . ' 

THE FOLLOWING WIRE WAS SENT YESTERDAY TO JACK'MARSH, COUNSELOR 

TO THE PRESIDENT, THE WHITE Jt)USE, QUOTE 1 

WE URGENTLY RENEW OUR REQUEST TO HAVE SMALL DELEGATION OF LEADERS 

OF BAR, BUSINESS, LABOR, I'IINORITY AND COMMUNITY ORGANIZATION 

MEET PROMPTLY WITH THE PRESIDENT TO SUPPORT HIS MOVE TOWARD 

AMNESTY FOR WAR RESISTORS AND TO LAY BEFORE Rt_M:C8JIP!LLING LEGAL, 
. « 

IIOIAt. AND ADMINISTRATIVE REASONS FOR NOII~tJNITIVE ; AND BROADEST· 
--

POSSIBLE AMNESTY. DELEGATION TO CONSIST OF CHESTERFIELD SMITHI' · ~ . ·' ' ... 

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESJDENT AMERICAN BAR•ASSOCIATION, J. IRWIN 
_·,), 

MILLER, PRESIDENT CUMMINS ENGINE: VERNON JORDAN, DIRECTOR, NATIONAL 
• SF-1201 (RS-el) 
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• 
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• 
• 
• 
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L . ' . 
URBAN LEAGUE; JERRY WURF', VICE PRESIDENT, AF'L•CIO ANn PRESIDENT 

OF STATE COUNTY AND MUNICIPAL EM. UNION; DR. KENNET'H E CLARK, 

PROF'ESSOR OF' SOCIAL PSYCHOLOGY, CITY UNIVERSITY OF' NEW YORK 
-;..·.;,.-~ .. ~ 

AND PRtSIDENT, METROPOLITAN APPLIED RESEARCH CENTER; DR. LESLIE 

W DUNBAR, DIRECTOR, THE FIELD FOUNDATION; AND ARYEH NEIER, EXECUTIVE 

DIRECTOR OF THE AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION. AFTER PRESIDENT•s 

CONSULTATION WITH DEFENSE AND JUSTICE DEPTS. AND VETERANS 

ORGANIZATION: THE VIEWS OF THESE REPRE'SENTATIVES OF' SIGNIF'ICANT 

ELEMENTS OF' AMERICAN SOCIETY SHOULD BE PERSONALLY LAID BEFORE 

THE PRESIDENT TO. AFFifttl IMIT AND F'AlR PROCESS OF DECISION 
MAKING •. · 

HENRY SCHWARZ SCHILD DIRECTOR, PROJECT ON AMNESTY, AMERICAN 

CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION 22 EAST 40 ST NEW YORK NY 10016 
NNNN 
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Mr. Charlfi\t~ E. Good~ll .· 
405 E• 56fJtreet-
New York, NewYork 10022 

·Dear Mr, Goodells 

-- ·'· '-

J44 W. 72 S'treet, Apt. 12H 
New York, New York 10023 
September 12, 1974 · · 

Reading articles like Martin Tolchin' s in todays New York·. Times 
is ·a. pleasurable experlence, But mQre than that;-I't raised for ·· 
me a whole .series of questions abou~ the nature. qf political hist_ory, 

.·.. Few would deny that your dues has been pB:SdJ·tha;se difficult years ·• 
. · taust make your present situation pa):"ticularly rewarding~'·. An-d 

·· ··r~~~!~t !o;:~w!~:n,i~f~ ·~~£t~:A~!~·~,~·~~li~~i~!i~g b!1~a~:s:fMti@ ·· .,. " 
this to the· Capitol}, ··fho~e we:re dark days tor you aJ\4 for Ul!e .. .. . 

But t,hose days are hopefully gone, Your persecution w~s V'fl.... . . ·. 
real. · It must have been,.a very depressing' bewildering, S;llli.o"retro
specti vely flattering experience •. ·· Your c~ee. is one whioti. most '· . 
poignantly underscores the changeable and quixotic natur~ of po_l.;. 
iti:Cs. A leper five years ago, you now.help shape America. 

Such rises and falls of political forturtef?. ~re generally attrib\lted 
to those in the .?'les~er developed" nations:,· with weak, unstable 
systetn~· Yet, yo\,lr 9ase has been similarly repeated throughout 
our history... Richard Nixon is ~. obvious example. · And so, in my 
view, yo4rs is less a case of irony and paradox than of ebb and 
flow. While your case wa~:~ unquestionably uni.que, it seems to fit 
into a general pattern. Along this line,,_;t ~trongly ~ubscribe to . 
the wave theory of hist.ory. wherein nations, 'individual$, ·systems, 
and idealogies all go in and out. of fav<>r •. Accordingly,\~·,·am.: a 
non-revolutionary. + imagine that it was painful to recede so•· 

.. far from the height which you had atjiaine(J.J yet, I also ima'giJl:~ 
· :that :that makes yqu-..-acu;tely a~a,.qf ·this" sens~ •~ of poli tic.al. 'tran-

sience. · · · · · · ·. · · 
~ "r:,'_:·.?'.;,)',•,":'" ., 
. >·-;· 

. I 8.J1l 2.3 ye$rs oid. Your experiences and. knowledge, of politi-c.$·~>··:>· 
and life 1 must be rvnning light years ahead of mine. Ic•\;Woild b.e·; 
very interested in }tnowing how your time. as a "forgotten". maii~'-hs.s 
ahaped your perceptiOns of polities, government, and lifelJ: .Y.ou :. 
_are undoubtedly .a: 'tn.lBY man. . If yo)J.. ~;9tdd find time.to speal .wi tlf 

. me next time you are !n New York x· woUld appreciate it gr~·tly.· . 
If thil:l is nat possible, I do, of cb\U;se. understand. In any event .• 
. accept ·my congratulations, It i.~:~ little so]:,ace now for m~···ti), tell·· 
you how abhorrent·ly I thought you wer& tr~a~.ed, I f'auJ'ld :you t:o: 
be a good and compassionate Senator. · · · · 

:Y~tl~ very· i;tuly, 

··~9.,.~ 
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PENNSYLVANIA HOSPITAL 
DEPARTMENT 

FOR SICK AND INJURED EIGHTH AND SPRUCE STREETS 

The Nation's First Hospital- Founded 1751 (}J~ Ok fg/{}7 

Hr. Charles E. Goodell 
1225 19th Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.c. 

Dear Senator Goodell: 

TELEPHONE 215·829- 5233 
September 14, 1974 

Hy editor at Harper & Ron, Joan Kahn, has told me that 
she has sent you bound page proofs of my book, They Chose Honor: The 
Problem of Conscience in Custody, which Harper plans to have in the 
bookstores by mid-October. The book is based on my two years' work as a 
US Public Health Service psychiatrist at the Federal Correction Institution 
in I.ompoc, California. It deals buoadly ui th the psychic impact of 
incarceration on everyone ~Jho goes inside--guards, employees, prisoners-
and more specifically and often in their o~m words with the psychic effects 
of imprisonment on a group of draft resisteEs. I selected this latter 
group initially to compare their responses to prison with these of other, 
more criminal inmates only to find that the resisters underwent the same 
psychic distortions plus one more: criminalization. 

Having reviewed the literature on both prison and 
draft resistance, it appears that They Chose Honor is the only account 
of a long term experience ~lith both prison and draft resisters from the 
inside, and by someone intimately familiar ~1i th both and an advocate of 
neither. If I may say so, it has some literary value and some merit· 
for the importance of the issues it addresses, but. in the light of the 
President's remarks on leniency, it has a particularly timely value as 
~Jell. Should you have the time and interest (having read your o~ book, 
I ~Jould guess you would have at least the latter) I hope that you and 
your staff ~Jill give the book your consideration and that you will bring 
it to the attention of those who may be able to inform public opinion, 
affect public policy, and administer any leniency program which may 
eventually be established. 

If such expertise as I have painfully acquired on this 
issue can be of assistance to any phase of the leniency matter, please do 
not hesitate to have your staff contact me at the above address or telephone. 

Sincerely yours, 

~~~/~11P 
Lewis Nerklin, Jr., M.D. 
Asst. Director of Psychiatric Education 

I.M/bb ·····- .. -. 

• AND THE INSTITUTE,III NORTH 49!!!STREET·PHILADELPHIA,PENNSYLVANIA 19139 ·TELEPHONE 215-829-3000 
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CLERGY AND LAITY CONCERNED 

~--- 235 EAST 49th STREET, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10017 212-371-7188 

September 16, 1974 

CAl£ CALLS FOR UlCONDITIONAL NiNES'1Y AND ASl<S GOODELL W RESIGN IN PRarEST. 

PI'esident Foro did not offer amesty to the Viet Nam war resisters. He 
could have welcaned .America's sons hane again. Instead, he perpetulted a 
double-star¥:\azd of justice. 

We canoot have tw:> systems of justice. President Foro sOOuld oot give 
former President NiJcon canplete amesty ani then offer partial amnesty to 
young Americans who refuse:i to participate in the Viet Nam war. 'Ibis double 
starrlanl of justice reinforces the concern of many Americans that two systems 
of justice operate in our oountry - one for the powerful (our ex-pn!Sident) 
arxl another far the average citizen. 

On November 15, 1969, Senator Charles Goodell stood with l1l.nireds of 
tl'nlsams of Americans around the Wash:i.ngtoo tblunent to protest the war. 
tbl, Goodell stands in judgement of many of these ytl1Ilg people who followed 
him then. Mr. Goodell, stan:l with the men :you led away fran \<Br, not against 
them. Demm:l an erxi to punitive servicest trials, ard all vin:licti.ve measures. 
Close dcMl the Clemency Board with a statement of true annesty. 

Some of the nen will un:loubtedl.y return. Their acceptance of these pun
itive terms should in:iicate in m way arrt measure of the.ir guilt. It is \m
fortwlate that our Pr'esident questions their loyalty an:i asks them to serYe 
sentences. 'lbe.ir long separation fran family am country has already ca\ISE!d 
unnecessary suffering. Why exten:l it? 

The majority of the war resisters will refuse Foro's terulS am thus the 
suffering of these men, their famllies ani the nation will continue. America's 
sons belong in America. You. can bring them back only by a true, unocniitional 
amnesty, Mr. Foro. 



CO-CHAIRMEN 
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0 0 0 a call to excellence in leadership 

Michael F. Macleod 
National Director 

Hon. Charles Goodell 
Hydeman, Mason & Goodell 
1225 19th Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20036 

Dear Senator: 

The Ripon Society 

509 C Street, N. E. 
Washington, D. C. 20002 
202·546-2111 

September 16, 1974 

Congratulations on being appointed to one of the toughest 
jobs imagineable. Your friends here at Ripon share the Presi
dent's confidence that you are an excellent choice, a good 
person to head the effort to administer an anmesty program that 
is fair and compassionate. 

0 

I'm enclosing a copy of the book "AMNESTY?", which includes 
a chapter by Mark Hatfield that you may not have seen yet. His 
conclusions are important, I believe, but even more so are the 
steps which led him to the conviction that amnesty should be 
granted. As a Vietnam veteran who came a bit too late for com
fort to the enlightened view that compassion should prevail here, 
I found Senator Hatfield's reasoning pertinent and meaningful. 

Good to see you last Friday night at Gillette's. 

Best regards, 



MARCIA WARNER 
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Mr. Charles E. Goodell 
Old Executive Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Goodell: 

44 Walnut Avenue 
Rockville Centre, N.Y. 
September 17,1974 

11570 

Congrao:l~l.fu.tions on your d.es:rved appointment as Chairman of the 
Amnesty Review Board. It couldn 1 t have happened to a finer 
public official!!! Shafted by Rockefeller who deserted you like a 
rat deserting a sinking ship 1:.vhen you dared to pose an end to the 
Vietnam atrocity during your unsuccessful run for u.s. Senator in 
'70, abandoned by our erstwile President who used the full strength 
of his office from the Veep on do,,rn to pull the Republican rug out from 
under you and throw his support to a fallen away Republican, James 
Buckley, you were overwhelmed by the infighting in your own party. But, 
you were prescient enough to fora~~~~~ije public's eventual almost 
total revulsion \vith the Vietnam,_ana nad the courage, the determination 
and the wisdom to put duty to country above political expediency. Those 
of us on the sidelines applauded your action and are convinced that 
President's Ford selection of you to head up a highly sensitive 
governmental agency vindicates our confidence in your total integrity. 
Deserters, draft evaders and others whose fates will be in the hands 
of the board that you will chair couldn't ask for a more sympathetic, 
understanding and equitable ear. 

Good luck, Mr. Goodell, in your powerful new assignment. I sincerely 
hope that one day the Empire state v.vill be again graced by your 
presence in the U.s. Senate. Men vrho dare to buck the establishment in 
pursuit of an ennobling cause will always be respected, admired and 
fondly rHmEHr&~~ remembered by those you serve. 

P.S. 

Utterly vrithout vindictive motivation, I applaud the President's 
pardon of his predecessor and am convinced that on balance it will 
clear the decks for affirmative ~r~EXHMX action on the manifold 
p:Oblems begging our full and total attenti/on. 



S~n Lipton 
44 Walnut Avenue 
1\ockville Centre 
New York 11570 

Mre Ch?,.t'les E. Goodell 

Old Executive Office Building 
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Mr. Charles E. Goodell, Chairman 
Clemency Review Board 

Members, Clemency Review Board 

September 17, 1974 

Dear Mr. Chairman and distinguished Members of the Board: 

After a careful perusal of President Ford's amnesty proclamation, 
promulgated in Washington on September 16th, 1974, it appears that·amnesty 
will be offered to those classified as military deserters and draft evaders. 
We maintain that the proclamation and its implementation should be broad 
and inclusive enough to cover those young people who fall. into neither of 
the above categories, but, rather who received undesirable or dishonorable 
discharges as a result of their conduct_as servicemen during the VietNam 
war. 

Many young servicemen - blacks, Puerto Ricans, Chicanos and the 
rural poor - simply did not have the benefit of education, draft counselling, 
explanation of C.O. status, or parental and community support to enable them 
to seek out alternatives to military service, of which many middle and upper 
class young men in America availed themselves. 

Under the banner of National Security, thousands of young draftees 
were inducted and sent to Viet Nam to fight in a war they did not understand 
in a strange, hostile land they did not know. Once there, many realized 
that it was not their war, and that indeed the National Security of their 
homeland was not threatened. Feeling desperate, helpless and hopeless, they 
began to reflect their discontent in a number of ways: Not following orders, 
refusing to accomplish assigned tasks timely and with dispatch (in the verna
cular- goofing off); running afoul of military authorities; and in general 
not pe~forming soldierly duties in an appropriate manner. The result: Court 
martial with an ensuing unsatisfactory or dishonorable discharge from the 
service. 

Upon returning home, these young men found such a discharge to be 
a permanent stain, blot, or mark on their records; a spot not to be removed 
during their lifetiroe - a stain, preventing their full participation in Ameri
can life, in the job market, and in their own communities as well as being 
a heartache for parents and friends alike. 

./. 



Page 2 
Mr. Charles Goodell, Chairman 
Clemency Review Board 

Members, Clememcy Review Board 

September 17, 1974 

Thus, we respectfully request that the Clemency Review Board take 
into account the plight of these young men, most of whom already bear the 
burden of poverty, lack of education and, in many cases, of racial discri
mination. We ask that you include cases of the kind we have just described 
for review and consideration by the Clemency Review Board. 

It will be a credit to you and to posterity if you will expand, in 
good conscience and with a feeling of justice and mercy, the purview of the 
Clemency Review Board to include a review of the cases of young men who are 
now carrying with them the stigma of undesirable or dishonorable discharges. 

To do less would be contrary to the American spirit of justice 
and fair play, especially in light of the stated objectives of the Presidential 
Proclamation on Amnesty and in consideration of the recent pardon of Richard 
M. Nixon by President Gerald R. Ford. 

Sincerely yours, 

~ ' 
t~-Ju_;:U-1--(. ~ 
. Pranklin H. Williams, President 

The Phelps-Stokes Fund 

Additional signatories:-

Percy Sutton, Pres., Borough of Manhattan 

Basil Patterson, Deputy Chmn. 
Democratic National Committee 

John L. s. Holloman, Jr., Pres. 
N.Y. Health & Hospital Corp. 

M. Moran Weston, Pastor 

Charles A. Vincent, President 
C.A.V. Enterprises 

Lillian Roberts, Asso . .Director 
District Council #37 

Wilbert A. Tatum, Director, Office of 
Apparel Ind. Planning & Development 

Archibald R. Murray, Commissioner, N.Y. 
State Div. of Criminal Justice Services 

J. Bruce Llewellyn, President 
One Hundred Black Men 

Beny J. Primm, M.D., Exec .. Director 
Addiction Research & Treatment Corp. 
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General Lewis W. Walt 
Member, Clemency Review Board 
c/o White House 
Washington, D.C. 
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Hon. Charles Goodell 
DGA International, Inc. 
1225 19th Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Charlie: 

RICHARD W. RAHN, Ph.D. 
MANAGERIAL ECONOMIST 

2939 ROSEMOOR LANE 
FAIRFAX, VIRGINIA 22030 

{!8!j 546 7439 

(703) 573-9057 

September 17, 1974 

' .. 

:·-- ~ r !.f 

Congratulations on your appointment as Chairman of the 
Clemency Review Board. The President could not have made a better 
choice, given your sense of fairness and resonableness. 

I also express my own appreciation to you for all that 
you have done and are doing to aid Ripon. 

It was good to get a chance to talk with you again this 
past Friday evening, and I hope to see you soon. 

Again, congratulations and good luck with the Review 
Board. 

Best r~rds, 

rEV 
Richard W. Rahn 

RWR/chc 



THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY 

Charles E. Goodell, Esq. 
Hydeman, Mason & Goodell 
1225 19th Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20036 

Dear Charlie, 

September 17, 1974 

I learned yesterday from Mike MacLeod that you had 
just been named a senior partner in your law firm, and I 
also read that you had been appointed chairman of the 
Clemency Review Board. Best wishes on the first, and 
good luck on the second~ 

I trust that all is well and I hope that we can get 
together at least briefly when I'm next in Washington. 
And thanks very much for your continued good help with 
Ripon fundraising. 

DJS/pl 

szy· 
Daniel J. Swillinger 
Assistant Dean 

OfficeoftheDean I CollegeofLaw I 1659NorthHighStreet I Columbus, Ohio 43210 I Phone(614)422-2631 



THE JOSEPH AND ROSE 
KENNEDY INSTITUTE 

FOR THE STUDY OF HUMAN 
REPRODUCTION & BIOETHICS 

Hon. Charles Qxxlell 

September 17, 1974 

Chairman, Presidential Clemency 
Review Board 

Executive Office of the President 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Senator Gcxxlell, 

CENTER FOR BIOETHICS 
CENTER FOR POPULATION RESEARCH 

LABORATORIES FOR REPRODUCTIVE BIOLOGY 

·. 

My congratulations to you in having been appointed to a 

rrost serious and humane undertaking. 

My best personal wishes in your endeavor. 

{fornerly Director, Job Corps} 

Georgetown University • Washington, D.C. 20007 • Telephone 202-625-2371 



WILLIAM B.GROAT,ID 

ASSISTANT DEPUTY COMMISSIONER 

STATE OF NEW YORK 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

230 PARK AVENUE 

NEW YORK,N.Y.I0017 

September 17, 1974 

Honorable Charles E. Goodell 
280 Park Avenue 
New York, New York 10017 

Dear Charlie, 

I was delighted to learn of your 
appointment by President Ford as Chairman 
of the Presidential Clemency Board, and 
I would like to take this opportunity to 
wish for you the best of success, good luck, 
and good health in your new assignment. 

With warm personal regards, 

Sincerely, 

AREA CODE 212 

679-2244 




