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that a 9-month or a year delay would wreck Nixon's 
health? 

MR. BucHEN. Not that I know of. 
Q. Has there been any about President Nixon 

testifying in the trials-has there been any discussion 
about the former President not wishing to testify or be a 
witness? 

MR. BucHEN. Well, he is under subpoena so he has no 
choice. 

Q. I know, but if you arc considering if there 
is consideration for others that would spare the former 
President from testifying, is that a consideration in this 
study? 

MR. BucHEN. I have not started the study, so I don't 
know. 

Q. In your discussion of the coverup memorandum a 
moment ago, you said the June 23 tape told you every­
thing you needed to know ·about that. 

MR. BucHEN. I didn't say everything. I also said the 
findings of the House Judiciary Committee. 

Q. Right, and earlier you spoke of the necessity, the ac­
.ceptancc of the pardon, the necessity for the pardon. Docs 
this mean that you and the President, in offering this 
pardon to the President, were making a presumption of 
guilt? 

MR. Bu CHEN. First, take the ccyou" pronoun out of 
that, and perhaps I can answer it. I did adV:ise the Presi­
dent that a pardon could be characterized ac; implying 
guilt on the part of the person who was pardoned, because 
there is no other reason for granting a pardon. But that 

. did not deter or affect his determination to act when he 
finally made up his mind to do so. 

Q. From the perspective of the person who accepts the 
pardon, does the acceptance of the pardon amount to a 
tacit admission of guilt? 

MR. BucHEN. You can so read it. The question never 
came up, because I couldn't find in any cases where that 
question was litigated, so I can't give you 'any authorit)'. 
But it just takes common sense and logic to reach that 
inference. 

Let's have one of the women. 
Q. Thank you. 

Throughout this, we have heard solely about the con­
sideration of an indictment and the lengthy of 

· time between indictment and trial. Did you try to deter­
mine from Mr. Jaworski the possibility of a plea from the 
former President? Now faced with the prospect of a multi­
count indictment, as he was and ac; I am sure Mr. Miller 
advised him, it seems extremely likely there might have 
been a plea far sooner than there would ever have been 
an indictment and trial. Did you ask for any timing on 
this, and if not, why not? 

MR. BucHEN. I did consult, of course, with Mr. Nixon's 
and I was pretty sure from what he told me 

that in his mind there would never be a plea. 
Q. There would have been a trial then? You arc saying 

he would have gone the whole route had he not been 
pardoned? 

MR. BucHEN. I believe so. 
MR. HusHEN. Let's take two more questions. We've 

been out here for 45 minutes. Two more questions. 
Q. Maybe you have answered this. Why did President 

Ford mercy for Richard Nixon? 
-MR. BucHEN. Because I think he truly believed it would 

be in the best interests of the country. 
Q. Mr. Buchcn, if yQu arc done with that answer, I 

would like to ask you, as a lawyer, do you think it not 
fair and proper that, if the President considers amnesty 
or granting a pardon for persons convicted for or in­
dicted for burglary, perjury, conspiracy in Watergate­
related crimc5, that he should give equal c"onsideration to 
pardoning other persons indicted or convicted of bur­
glary, perjury, or conspiracy in non-Watergate related 
crimes? 

MR. BucHEN. I wish I were a better stt'ldent of the 
ethics or morality of mercy, but I believe a representative 
of the clergy would sub.stantiate my remarks that through­
out our religious history-and I don't mean just the 
Christian religion-there has always been a separate cate­
gory of mercy that we know has never been equally <fis­
pensed, and we know that it is an act of grace that is many 
times inexplicable. . 

I am sure all of us in the room have sought mercy on 
matters that we wanted to blame ourselves for or some 
adverse ·consequences, and we didn't always get mercy. 

Mercy seems to work in very unequal fashion. That is 
a point on which Jerry terHorst and I have disagreed . 
He has a notion, as he said, that mercy should be dis­
pensed with- in the same even-handed fashion as we 
would like to see justice dispensed. 

But, I believe, history tells us mercy doesn't work the 
same way. 

Q. Mr. Buchcn--
MR. HusHEN. Thank you, ladies and gentlemen. 
Q. Mr. Buchen, is there any limitation on the power 

of pardons? 
MR. BucHEN. I refer you to--
Q. Is there any limitation on this at all? 
MR.' BucHEN. I refer you to the Constitution. 
Q. Is there anything he could do that was more than 

this? 
MR. BucHEN. No, not that I could find in the Constitu­

tion; no . 
REPORTER. Thank you. 

NOTE: Deputy Press Secretary John W. Hushen introduced Mr. 
Buchen at 12: 49 p.m. in the Briefing Room at the White House. 
For Mr. Buchen's news conference of September 8, see page 1108 of 
this issue. 

The White House Press Office also made available copies of the 
following documents: 

- Memorandum to the Special Prosecutor from Henry Ruth of 
the Watergate Special Prose.cution Force, concerning matters in­
volving Mr. Nixon which· were still under investigation. 

-Memorandum to the Special Prosecutor from Herbert J. Mil­
ler, Jr., attorney, on behalf of Richard M. Nixon. 
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VISIT OF PRIME MINISTER YITZHAK 
RABIN OF ISRAEL 

Exchange of Remmks Between the PTesident and the Prime Ministn at the 
Welcoming Cnemony on the South Lawn. Septembn 10, 1974 

THE PREsmENT. Mr. Prime Minister and Mrs. Rabin: 
It is a very real pleasure for me to have the opportunity of welcoming 

both of you to the United States. 
You are returning as the leader of a great country. You are returning 

to meet many of your friends over the years that you knew so well during 
your service here as Ambassador to the United States. 

I trust that you and Mrs. Rabin will thoroughly enjoy this visit back 
to the United States. 

The United States, Mr. Prime Minister, has been proud of its asso­
ciation with the State of Israel. We shall continue to stand with Israel. 
We are committed to Israel's survival and security. 

The United States for a quarter of a century has had an excellent 
relationship with the State of Israel. We have cooperated in many, many 
fields-in your security, in the well-being of the Middle East, and in lead;.. 
ing what we all hope is a lasting peace throughout the world. 

. Many of our people have a close personal relationship and associa­
tion with your citizens, your fell ow citizens in lsraet, and we hope. and 
trust that this relationship will grow and expand. 

Over the .last few months, there has been movement in the Middle 
East for a lasting and durable peace. Israel has cooperated; Israel has 
been helpful. And we hope and trust that in the months ahead the·founda­
tion which has been laid will be bullt upon. 

We want, you want, and others throughout the world want a lasting 
and durable peace in the Middle East. 

The first steps have been taken; others will follow. And I am certain 
and positive that, as we meet here during the next several days, we can 
contribute to the building of a better and finer peace in the Middle East. 

I hope that you and Mrs. Rabin have a delightful and warm wel­
come, which you so richly deserve, in the United States. 

THE PRIME MINISTER. Mr. President, Mrs. Ford, I am grateful to 
you for your kind invitation to come to Washington and for your ~arm 
words of welcome. 

As you know, Mr. President, I am not a complete stranger in this 
country, nor, indeed, in this city. But this is the first time that I come 
here in my capacity of Prime Minister of Israel. 

You, Mr. President, have very recently undertaken new and awe­
some responsibilities, and I feel certain, therefore, that you can appre­
ciate the weighty load that rests on my shoulders. 

I represent a country which is faced- which· is facing manifold 
problems, great challenges, but also great and new opportunities for 
internal progress and for peace with her neighbors. 

In the performance of my new duties, I am encouraged, as atl my 
predecessors have been, by their binding friendship .and by the ever­
deepening tics which bind the people of Israel with the people of this, 
the greatest democracy, and with its leaders. 

Ever since the renewal of Jewish independence in the land of our 
forefathers, after long generations of suffering and martyrdom, Israel has 
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