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Children Celebrate
Arrival of 'Ba'
By LISA BA TILE

Ledger Staff Writer

They pulled out the stops
for Madame Ngai.
In the grassy yard of Fort
Benning's Wilbur School
Thursday, An Lac Orphanage
children danced, sang,
and prayed in Vietnamese for
their beloved "Ba" (Mother.)
Mme. Vu Thi Ngai, An Lac
director, sat on the sunlit
grass watching and
applauding at appropriate
intervals. She had arrived
from Guam Wednesday
night with An Lac president
Betty Tisdale.
Beside clothes donated by
military and civilian folk
here, an American touch to
the scene was bubble gum.
Wads of it expanded the
cheeks of many of the

youngsters as they chomped
vigorously.
"I don't like," said Mme.
Ngai, making a face.
She said the children's first
question after greeting her
" 'When we can come back
to Saigon?' "
"I say, 'You no happy
here? They say 'We are very
happy.' In Saigon they hear
all the time how VC kill, put
in prison."
As she spoke several
volunteers holding babies
passed. One stopped to
welcome the Vietnamese
woman to Columbus.
"Thank you, all you
American ladies anci
American messieurs," Mme.
Ngai replied in mixed English
and French.
The small woman, wearing
a purple Vietnamese dress
embroidered with pale pink
and silver flowers, stood out
like an exotic blossom
against the brick school, the
western clothes of the
children and volunteers and
the soldiers' khaki uniforms.
She took off her
embroidered black velvet
slippers and wiggled bare
toes in the grass as the
children pressed on with their
performance. One little girl
sang solemnly in a high sweet
voice of a train and its whistle, another scarcely containing her giggles, did a
selection consisting of a
series of numbers "1-2-3-4-56-7," repeated and repeated.
Then came a chanted prayer.
Mrs. Qui Kinard, Vietnamese
wife of an officer, had
translated the songs and now
gave the meaning of the
prayer:
" 'I pray to God for Vietnam, for peace and safety

everywhere.' "
Now the children were
singing again. 'They talk
about home and country,
their homeland 'We love it
forever'," said Mrs. Kinard.
Miss Vu Thi Chinh Thuc
and Nguyen Tan Tin, An Lac
assistants who fled as
children with Mme. Ngai
from North Vietnam in 1954,
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were among the spectators
enjoying the children's performance. The two arrived
Wednesday night with the
director and Mrs. Tisdale.
Nguyen Van Tin spoke
warmly of the welcome he
and the others have found in
the U.S. "Americans are very
friendship," he said.

5taff Photos by Allen Horne

Children Sang, Danced and Prayed for Madame Ngai
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Had To Make
Evacuation Attempt

Betty

By LISA BAITLE
Ledger Staff Writer

,.___-

Betty Tisdale admits she
didn't know she could bring a
Saigon orphanage to Columbus. She just knew "I had to
try."
The news told of increasing
North Vietnamese advances
into the South. "It really
scared me."
President of An Lac
Orphanage, founded by a
young American doctor, the
late Tom Dooley, and Mme. Vu
Thi Ngai, a refugee from North
Vietnam, she'd worked 14
years for the children.
The telephone vigil began.
'Til hate to see my phone bill,"
she says now. ''I'd dial 1-then
Hawaii. 1-then the Philippines;
1-then Saigon."
Repeatedly she dialed !-then
Washington as she called
Congressmen and other officials. seeking avenues to
evacuate.
From Hawaii , she recruited
Dr. Wayne McKinny, former
associate of Dooley and a
former An Lac doctor. From
For:! Ben ·amin Harrison came
Army Capt. Ed Bensman, a
Saigon expert.
Calls flew between Columbus and Los Angeles where An
Lac vice president Ina Balin,
the actress, was planning a
month-long Far East vacation
tour. As the news got worse,
Miss Balin's plans changed to
include only Saigon.
"It was like God had decided
we would be there together,
Betty says.
MRS. TISDALE had visited
An Lac in February. had told
key Vietnamese officials of
Miss Balin's work for An Lac.
The actress flew earlier to
Saigon and was able to set up
vital appointments for Betty.
A series of tries and disconnections and she was finally connected by telephone with
Mme . Ngai. She told her,
"make a list of everybody. I'm
coming to get them all."
She alerted An Lac backers
across the country, including
the 1st Infantry Division which
had "adopted" the children
while serving in Vietnam. Supporters gave or pledged to help
with a commercial airlift if it
became necessary.
Working alternately she
arranged with Pearl S. Buck
Foundation to be An Lac's
sponsor. Buck was one of the
major adoption agencies
recognized by Saigon. The
children would qualify to fly
out on military planes under a
program headed by the U.S.
Agency of International
Development (USAID).

In a white pantsuit, looking
like she was headed for a holiday in Miami, Mrs. Tisdale
flew from Columbus April 6,
about a week after starting her
marathon telephone effort.
To her family and friends
gathered at Columbus
Metropolitan Airport, she said
quietly, "Please pray . . . "
The bombing of President
Thieu's palace temporarily
closed the Saigon airport,
delaying her flight. She got into
Saigon Tuesday night an hour
before the 9 p.m. curfew.
Mme. Ngai "beautiful as
ever" in her 70s had a list of
the orphange population ready.

entertaining children with
.iiarrhea, upset stomach and
other ailments. The ABC-TV
crew worked right along with
Air Force nurses and escorts
diapering, feeding, cuddling the
children, many frightened by
their first plane ride and the
entire experience. The
Australian "a marvelous man,"
changed "nappies" and sang
"Waltzing Mathilda.''
Despite concentrated attention from doctors aboard, a
three week old baby died en
route. Born prematurely, he
weighed only two and a half
pounds.
Of the 212 children who left
Saigon, most were from An
THREE NON-STOP days
Lac, some from other
fonowed. Wednesday she kept orphanages. The latter remainappointments with key ofed temporarily in Los Angeles
ficials, learned her list had to for medical care. One hundred
be pared down. Nobody over and seventy one went aboard
10 could leave the country.
the United Airlines DC 8 for
A new list had to be made. the flight to Fort Benning
This one excluded some 150 where the U.S. Government
children. Mme. Ngai and the had approved to give
An Lac staff. It was okayed.
humanitarian care until adopCapt. Bensman bought fruit tions are arranged. A small
baskets at Saigon markets to army of medics, Red Cross
be used as bassinets. They ask- workers, adoptive parents and
ed USAID to broadcast Benning personnel waited in a
appeals for escons:-one wtm kind of hush as thenuge plane
answered was an Australian was sighted over Lawson Field
businessman who was to about 8:05 p.m. last Saturday.
become invaluable changing
The hush shattered when a
"nappies," as he called them.
worn but elated Betty
The women sat up all Thurs- appeared holding a tiny baby
day night painstakingly mak- in an Army blanket.
ing lD bracelets for the
"That was the great moment
children. The next morning, coming down the steps at
the babies were bathed and the Lawson Field," she says. " We
ink ran. "That was the worst had finally made it."
moment," Betty says.
HER ELATION was
They rapidly redid the shattered that night as Pearl
bracelets, concentrating first Buck officials down from
on bracelets for the first group Philadelphia demanded
of children who were to fly out custody of all the children,
on the first of two C 141 cargo instead of the one fourth
planes.
previously agreed upon in
Escorts including an ABC- return for sponsoring the An
TV crew (who agreed to work Lac evacuation. Buck and AID
with children in return for be- officials at a Wednesday
ing allowed to film the flight en meeting agreed to allow the
route; "linked arms from the children to stay at Benning and
orphanage door to the bus to go directly to adoptive parents.
keep Vietnamese people from They approved handling of the
getting on the bus or trying to adoptions through Tressler
thrust their babies on us to Lutheran Service Associates of
take on the bus."
York, Pa., under care of
Mme. Ngai and the little William Tremitiere. Tressler's
ones hugged each other children's program manager
farewell. The older ones folded was a friend of An Lac.
their hands in a prayer-like at- Tremitiere flew here for the
titude, "Bowed and said 'Ba.' Wednesday meeting.
That means 'Mother.' We were
Betty is now working with
all crying. Everybody was Tressler in finding homes for
crying."
the orphans being cared for at
Betty and Ina went on the Wilbur School by the 34th
last plane with the older girls Medical Battalion and
and babies who were put in volunteers.
boxes and strapped down to
ATINTERVALSathomeon
the cargo plane floor.
Whitesville Road, she plans
Except for the 14 hour
menus and oversees the family
stopover at Clark Air Base in
of five boys and five Vietthe Philippines, the flight was a
namese daughters she and Dr.
sleepless blur of tending and
Patrick Tisdale are raising. Dr.

Tisdale, an An Lac board chairman, treated the children at
the home in his free time when
he commanded the I st Infantry
Division's medical battalion.
He backed his wife's mission
and flew to Los Angeles to join
in caring for the children en
route here, but emphasizes it
was "her show.''
"I'm quite proud of her. I
like what she does," he says.
One day last week a
reporter drove up to the pine
shaded Tisdale home and
overheard Betty briefly blast
one of the youngsters who apparently had failed to finish
some chore. A segment of the
vast family were unloading
boxes of groceries she'd just
bought at the commissary. Betty, who became an instant
mother when she married Dr.
Tisdale, a widower with five
sons, admits to hollering
sometimes to make things
clear but says her husband
comes across "the first time he
speaks."
The air had cleared by the
time the reporter joined the
household which then Included
Miss Balin and her two recently adopted An Lac infants and
two friends from New York
who "always come" during An
Lac emergencies. The two
women had been handling
heavy correspondence from
An Lac supporters.
WHILE SOME of the
younger children boUflced on
the trampoline in the woodsy
grounds, Betty decided to have
corn soup for supper - "the
boys love it" - and told two
of her sons they could make a
(ready mix) blueberry pie.
She spoke of her appreciation for the enormous help she
has
received
"from
everybody," how "everything
fell into place, how the
orphans are getting care at
Benning that couldn't be iltl·
proved on at "any base in the
U.S."
She spoke of the late Tom
Dooley, whose work inspired
her to go on with An Lac after
his death. As a secretary for
U.S. Steel, she had done
volunteer correspon'dence for
Dooley when he was
hospitalized for cancer irt a
New York hospital.
She recalled he said, "It
takes ordinary people to do extraordinary things," and felt
that applied to herself and
everybody who had helped
her.
"Tom Dooley used to say
that everybody connected with
his work was the heart, he was
the instrument. It's the same
with this. I couldn't have done
anything by myself."
Before she left for Saigon,
she told a reporter that her
mission would not be accomplished "without the help
of God."
"I feel that way now, even
more so," she said. everything
that happened .•.
"How do these things
happen?"

An Lac Orphans'
"Mothers Day"

"Whenever my spirits were unusually low, I
would get into my jeep after sundown and drive
to the An Lac Orphanage where there was always
laughter."
- Dr. Tom Dooley

Madame Ngai Receives Kisses from
An Lac Orphans at Ft. Benning, Ga.

For 16 years, Mrs. Betty Tisdale has
been loving and mothering the children
of An Lac by long distance. Now she's
bringing them home.
Left orphans by the decades of war in
Vietnam, the children have been living
in the orphanage founded by the late
Dr. Tom Dooley and Madam Vu Thi
Ngai in 1954.
Her love affair with An Lac began in
1959 when she contacted the 34-year-old
Dooley at a New York hospital to volunteer as a secretary.
After his tragic death from cancer in
1961, she decided to vacation in the lands
Dooley loved and served. She repeated
these visits annually in 1966 she stopped
at An Lac, which means "Happy Place."
It was to the children here that Mrs.
Tisdale became known as Coy My Miss America - and Co Ngoan - Miss
Sweet. She did not forget the children
and upon her return to America founded
the An Lac Orphanage Inc.
Ledger-Enquirer

Betty and An Lac's Children
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I shall pass through
this world but once.
If therefore,
there be any ·kindness
I can show,
or any good thing
I can do,
let me do it now;
let me not defer it
or neglect it,
for I shall not pass
this way again.
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MOTHER'S DAY 1975
Dear wonderful friend of An Lac . . .
As I try to write to you on this particular day, I am filled with mixed emotions - of
joy, tears, happiness and sorrow. Perhaps you will understand these emotions as I relate
a bit of what has happened to An Lac ... to the children ... to Mme. Ngai ... and to me!
Exactly one month ago, I arrived at Fort Benning, Georgia with 219 children from
An Lac - that was the happiness part - but I had to leave 150 children- and Mme. Ngai
behind, then. Perhaps I had better start at the beginning. Through your help in the past
years - or even just recently - we, all of us - had been able to be a part of helping the
children of An Lac have a better life. We were able to accomplish much in the years
since Dr. Tom Dooley died. The children had better food, medical care and even showers,
toilets and kitchens and dispensaries - but mDst of all, they had US ... they knew we loved
them even though they were "half a world away."
On April 1st, as I was sitting at my desk trying to answer your letters and send out the
receipts, the news and the television account of what was happening to Vietnam became
ominous. Suddenly, I knew that I could not sit by and not even try to save our children. I
didn't know how I could do it- or whether it was even possible, but I knew I had to try.
My first thought was to charter a plane - and the staggering cost of one - $257,000 didn't deter me at all. Tom Dooley would find a way. But the news became more bleak and
the time became NOW, and I found that if I could be allied in a way with one of the seven
recognized agencies I could use the government airlift and fly the children back on government planes ... so the closest agency was the Pearl S. Buck agency and I asked them if I
could use their name to help our children - and they said I could. Nothing signed no strings
attached - and I was on my way! I took with me a very dear friend of An Lac and Tom
Dooley, Dr. Wayne McKinny, and an Army Captain, Ed Bensman. Ed spoke Vietnamese and
was one of the First Infantry Division - Big Red One - who had adopted An Lac many
years ago. Ina Balin, our Vice President, flew out from the Coast and arrived one day
earlier. My own dear family of ten children and husband, Dr. Pat, remained at home to
handle the calls and details of "what if the children do arrive". In answer to that, we called
our dear friends of the First Infantry - General Orwin Talbott and General DePuy - and
through them, Secretary of the Army Bo Calloway gave me permission to bring the children
to Fort Benning if I could get them out!

C-141 planes and we had to provide escorts. We agr'
more papers and work throughout the night tagging .
children bathed - and the INK RAN ON THE I.D
newsmen on our backs. I can't tell you the nervous
ing down her cheeks - still looking as regal and be:
Communism. I didn't know then that she had bough
In the maddest rush you have ever seen, four bw
them. They were most of all the toddlers and five, s
67 of them and the older children. Just as I was to gE
well, to thank me and to make one last plea for hel
children and the people of Vietnam. He thanked Se
- Nunn, Brinkley, Morgan and the hosts of others
to the floor of this huge cargo plane and we were
of every child under ten. (I must admit, some of th
From Clark Air Force Base - where the childr
I do want to say that the Air Force - from Saigon t
To see a big Air Force sergeant feeding not one, but
took over in Los Angeles. Pat was there with the Un
children and babies over to it for the last part of o
were kept in 8 different hospitals in Los Angeles. I s
plane from Clark to Los Angeles and it was not all
with the children across the Pacific and hence the r
I suppose I should keep this short, but to all of
talk to you all in person - in fact, I would want to
the moment, I feel I owe you this type letter first.
To say that my arrival - with Ina Balin - at l
ment of my life - 219 children - within two and Oii
understatement. I wish all of you could have been
- including my own sweet ten children and I knew
spirit, my link with God - that we were in Americ2

But ... could I ? ? ? Not being one of the "seven recognized agencies" for adoption,
it did not seem likely, but that would not keep me from trying.

I got as far as the Philippines when they bombed the palace in Saigon and we were held
up there for 14 hours - making my arrival in Saigon that much later. But, I did arrive
with Wayne and Ed and there was Miss Thuc and Mme. Ngai waiting for me- had been
waiting for 14 hours. We rushed to An Lac and amid cries of "Co Betty" "Co Betty" from
the children - with hugs and kisses and lots of baby cuddling - I almost felt that there
really wasn't a war and I was there again "just to be with them.'' But I soon realized that
my time was short- the North Vietnamese were just 25 miles from Saigon and we were in
danger. Mme. Ngai had already had Miss Thuc make up the list of ALL the children, plus
the domestic help and herself. Knowing Mme. N gai, if she put herself on the list I knew
that we had little time - and that she was h danger. Early the next morning, Ina and I
rushed to Dr. Pham Quang Dan's office - he was the Minister of Social Welfare. He remembered me from my February visit and quickly insisted that I tell him of my plans. I
showed him the list and he sadly shook his head. "No"- and my heart fell. But it was "No"
to all those over ten years old - and "No" to Mme. Ngai. We sat there stunned. We
pleaded with him, but at that time - April 8 and 9 - there was still hope that America would
help - that perhaps South Vietnam would survive. His reasoning for Mme. Ngai was that
she was very important and to have her leave with the children would panic the other orphanages and there would
be no control. As a special favor to me - knowing I wasn't an agency - he still consented for the children under ten,
and did not insist that prior adoption papers be filed. This was the first and only time he gave this permission. He knew
of our work - he knew that we - you and I - were primarily interested in helping the children of Vietnam to become
better citizens of the future of Vietnam. We were not and never ever were in the "adoption" or exporting of their nation's
future. For this, he was extremely grateful.

We rushed back to An Lac and Miss Thuc and Mr. Tin revised the list- over 200 children. All night long, Ina and
I made identification tags and bracelets ... and the next morning took the new list to Dr. Dan- within minutes, he stamped it and we were off to the USAID office. Mr. Ruoff helped us make plans for the airlift. I asked him if we could go
Ol'} Saturday {this was Thursday) and he said we would have to leave the next morning at 11 A.M. We would have two

The children were taken to Wilbur School an<i
changed over to another An Lac. The Army was tl
Pearl Buck Foundation who had harrassed me acr
no sleep for four days, insisted on "taking custody"
certainly not give them to any organization - esp
arrival I had to legally fight them off and the U.S.
that the PearlS. Buck Foundation would be absolv
Adoption Agency of York, Pennsylvania to help in
In the meantime - my heart and thoughts wen
Martin. His secretary listened and s·
Ambassador
to
her in North Vietnam and we1
with
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C-141 planes and we had to provide escorts. We agreed to everything and anything and rushed to the Embassy to sign
more papers and work throughout the night tagging all the children. The next morning - with little or no sleep - tl;le
children bathed - and the INK RAN ON THE I.D. Bracelets. Frantically we had to redo them with radio, TV and
newsmen on our backs. I can't tell you the nervous state we were in - and all through it, Mme. Ngai sat - tears streaming down her cheeks - still looking as regal and beautiful as ever - but knowing that she was doomed to die under
Communism. I didn't know then that she had bought poison to take.
In the maddest rush you have ever seen, four bus loads of children left to take the first plane. Ed Bensman went with
them. They were most of all the toddlers and five, six and seven year olds. Then, two hours later, we took the babies67 of them and the older children. Just as I was to get on the plane- Ambassador Martin called the airport- to wish me
well, to thank me and to make one last plea for help. To me, he was a great man- one with a heart- with love for the
children and the people of Vietnam. He thanked Senator Javits for helping me, and the other Senators and Congressmen
- Nunn, Brinkley, Morgan and the hosts of others - for they all did. And then, the babies - in boxes - were strapped
to the floor of this huge cargo plane and we were off. Ina, Wayne, Ed and myself- we did it- we evacuated An Lac
of every child under ten. (I must admit, some of the ten year olds "looked" a little older- but I won't tell, will you ? ? ?)
From Clark Air Force Base - where the children were bathed and clean clothes arranged - we flew to Los Angeles.
I do want to say that the Air Force - from Saigon to Clark in the Philippines - helped more than you can ever imagine.
To see a big Air Force sergeant feeding not one, but two babies at one time, is a sight to behold - and then the Navy
took over in Los Angeles. Pat was there with the United Airlines plane he had to charter for $21,000. And we whisked the
children and babies over to it for the last part of our journey - to Fort Benning. Unfortunately, about 38 of our babies
were kept in 8 different hospitals in Los Angeles. I say unfortunately, because we had doctors aboard the World Airways
plane from Clark to Los Angeles and it was not all necessary, but the local doctors did not listen to the doctors that were
with the children across the Pacific and hence the reason for so many of the babies being kept out there.
I suppose I should keep this short, but to all of you who have helped An Lac for so many years - I would want to
talk to you all in person - in fact, I would want to write each and every one of you a personal, personal letter, but at
the moment, I feel I owe you this type letter first.
To say that my arrival - with Ina Balin - at Fort Benning -Saturday night, April12 was the most gratifying moment of my life - 219 children - within two and one half days - the children of our beloved An Lac, is of course, an
understatement. I wish all of you could have been with me at that moment. I think all of Columbus, Georgia was there
- including my own sweet ten children and I knew then, as I have always known, that Tom Dooley was my guiding
spirit, my link with God- that we were in America- the land of the free! My beloved country.
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Actress Ina Balin (L), Mrs. Ttsdale Hold Babies on Arnval at Ft. Bennmg
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The children were taken to Wilbur School and each given a volunteer to help them, to love them. The school was
changed over to another An Lac. The Army was there, and all was well with the world. Only one flaw and that was the
Pearl Buck Foundation who had harrassed me across the Pacific and even now at Fort Benning, knowing that I had had
no sleep for four days, insisted on "taking custody" of the children. Since Mme. Ngai had released them to me, I would
certainly not give them to any organization - especially after their tactics and background. So, in the next four days after
arrival I had to legally fight them off and the U.S. Government sent a lawyer and representative and it was legally agreed
that the PearlS. Buck Foundation would be absolved of all custody of the children. I then invited the Tressler Lutheran
Adoption Agency of York, Pennsylvania to help in the placement of the children.
In the meantime -my heart and thoughts were with Mme. Ngai- how could I get her out??? I got a call through
to Ambassador Martin. His secretary listened and said she would see that Mme. Ngai, Miss Thuc and Mr. Tin (orphans
who had been with her in North Vietnam and were still at An Lac, helping) would be on the evacuation list. Would I
Contiuned on Back Page

send her a cable ... I did, and also sent one to Mme. Ngai. And then, nothing ... I made plans then to fly to Saigon to
get Mme. Ngai - but I called again. Don't come - this from the Embassy- and I became frantic- for if I flew over,
she might be on her way out. So another day passed, then on April 27 at 5 A.M. I received a call- from Guam- it was
Mr. Tin- Mme. Ngai was there- safe- could I come to get them ? ? ? I was on a plane at 1:45 P.M. that day and
arrived in Guam at 3 A.M. on Tuesday - Guam time.
Guam was quiet that early Tuesday morning - and I finally found Mme. Ngai with the help of a lovely Navy wife,
Peggy Dockins. She had located Mme. Ngai for me and drove me to the refugee camp. Dawn was streaking through
when I arrived ... the camp was awakening- I climbed the steps of an old warehouse building - and there on the
second floor - on an Army cot - sat beautiful Mme. N gai - holding out her arms to me. I could not believe that I had
found her - that we - you and I would see her again. A hole had been cut out of the side of the building for air.
Breakfast was baked beans, hot dogs and rice. But not one person complained - it was a beautiful sight. I immediately
started my talks with the Immigration people. No - they were not "blood relativ~s" - which meant that I had to wait
for them because that put them at the bottom of the lists - so I just said I would go over his head and that I did! Within
18 hours we were at the airport - with a couple of hundred other refugees - on our way HOME.
Guam - Hawaii- Camp Pendleton -Long Beach Naval Station- Los Angeles- Atlanta- and Columbus, Georgia.
Mme. Ngai was in her new home. She is now here, living with us - same address. She says we have given her her second
life. A long time ago, in 1954 - Dr. Tom Dooley saved her and helped her get from Haiphong, North Vietnam to Saigon,
South Vietnam - and now - here she is - half a world away - in our country.
It is a beautiful story - perhaps it is not ended yet. One hundred and fifty children were left behind. A list of those
children was given to another orphanage. An orphanage who had a possibility of getting on a ship. All the ships have
not arrived - will yet another miracle take place - perhaps we shall see the rest of the children of An Lac - it is up to
God - our prayers may again be answered.
We want to have Mme. Ngai, Thuc and Tin live with us -but be independent. That is why we want to buy her her
own little place and put it right here in our front yard. An Lac - in Saigon - is no more. I will not be raising funds
anymore. I am closing my files after 14 years. I will not need your help. I can only say that without you, nothing would
have been possible. Tom Dooley used to say that he was the hands- YOU were the heart, and that was how it always
was. To say thank you to friends is awfully hard to do - for thank you just doesn't seem like enough. Know only that
you are beautiful, loyal and true - and that we love you very, very much. Don't completely forget us -and if you can, you
might want to write to Mme. Ngai on special occasions. She has no income at all and if you want to help her now and
then, please do. Our home is open for visits from you. All I can say now is - the circle is complete, from Tom Dooley,
to Mme. Ngai, to me to you. God love you forever.

was received. Would you accept this as your receipt? And
P.S. Your most recent contribution of $
we can still use green stamps to help furnish Mme. Ngai's house.
Your Contributions Are Deductible For Income Tax Purposes

Dr. Pat Tisdale at End of Airlift at Ft. Benning

The Happy Ending
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Ford calls on Minor George
to help resettle refugees
C!e1·e!ant!er :'l! inor II. much help aiding the refuGe,m;e set foot in his L:-st gees," his wife said todo;·.
refugee camp today. le ss
Geor~e was one of 17 pl'r·
than :?..! hours after being
appointed a member of sons Hamed to the advisory
President Ford's act1·i~J ry panel. The panel met .'rst e r tl a y in " a:;hington
cntmmtte e t:> !telp rc~ettle
where President ford sign·
rcfugres from South \ ''et- ed an executive o r d e r
nam anci Cambodia.
establish in;! the nation a I
committe e.
George. :11. vice cha.irman
of the Cuyahoga County ReIn appointin g the compublican Partv.
. flew to Camo. mittee. President Ford said
ation of
Chaffee. Ark .. to ;nspect it is a demonstr
America' s "open door" pol icamp conrlitio ns there.
c:·; toward immigran!s. It is
believed some 1·27.C.OO Viet' ·He is pleased that he was nJ mese refugees eventually
named to th e committe e 11 i 11 be resettled in t h e
and believes he can be of 1.·n1ted States.

Former AmbJs~arlor John
Ei senho wer, son of the lJte
Presi dent Dwight D. F:iscnhower. is heading the committee. He flew tu Camp
Chaffee with c;corge.
George,

a

Cle\eland

dr.Ycloper and contracto r, is
president of the ;\ lidwt'st
Federatio n of Ameriran
Lehanon-Syria Clubs. lie
!ires at :~:no Harris Rd.,
·Broadriew Heights.
Tlte panel also includes
singer John Denver. AF!r
C I 0 President George
Me;my anr! San Fran ci~~ '
Mayor Joseph L. Alioto.

M •nor Ge orge (second fr::m left) of Ero;;dviev:
,; ror-nber cf the Presi dent 's A :lv ,sorv C om~ittcc o:; R"fu:;;::c 'i. attcrdestabrrl a \1; --, ,tc ~-~:"'c c :rc'Y'.:_' ry as Pres ident F c~ d s:g:-1cd an executive orC:er
1
at the ccremom · ''· ~rc Sen
f' ;h ' r:: · :- . • .- ,, ... '""':. Ot 1c r cc mm ittec members
·h·,, r ~•J•' -; '· t'~c Senate Subc::m mittee or Rctw::o:·: ~
).\1,,s ·.
··1.
;,.
· tJPI'
=''· :: ~> ~11 Kut:nich of Chica ge>
.:o" ~ ure of ' ·a. ·
\'a~. ·r

THEY'LL HELP REFUGEES H ,~ :!~ !-i,
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Ford selects
George for
refugee help
•

.!

t'

l

..'

·I

i

Minor · H. George. vice
chairman of the Cuyahoga
County Republican party,
has been named to a presidential advisorv committee
to help resettle refugees
from South· Vietnam and
·
Cambodia.
President. Ford signed an
executive order establish·
ing the 17-member committee yesterday. "I don't
mean to discount the prob·
lems but all of. you and
those y o u represent can
help tremendously in the
days ahead," he told the
committee.
Cleveland
George, a
developer and contractor,
was notified Thursday of
his appointment by telegram and flew to Wash·
ington, D.C.. early yesterday.
T h e unpaid committee
will advise the President
and federal agency heads
on resettlement, health,
environment matters and
the well-being of refugees
and their families .
George. who lives at 3370
Harris R d . , Broadview
Heights, is president of the
M i d we s t Federation of
American Lebanon · Syria
C1ubs. which represents
Arabic-speaking
500.000
persons in 15 states. ·
He h vice president of
the National Arabic Americ a n Association a n d a
member ·of t h 1 goverri- ·
ment's American Revolution Bicentennial
Administration. George is
a former Parma city councilman and ran unsucces!·
fully for the Ohio Senate in
District 24 in 1966.
Heading the committee
is John Eisenhower, former ambassador to Belgium and son of President
Eisenhower.
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'Record for ·Putti .ng Up
Logistician Likens Project
To Mobilizin g a Division
By LEE EWING
Times StaN Wnter

CA~lP PENDLETON, Cali!. Amid the rolling hills of scrub
brush not much different from
parts of Vietnam, the Marines
hare built a city to house 18,000
new immigrants who fled Indochina in the last days of the war.
The word was given April 28 to
prepare for up to 20,000 guests
for 90 days or more. The Marines
sprang into action: graded lent
sites. pitched 1000 tents, strung,
power and telephone lines, set
up mess halls and ordered massive quantities of everylhing.
One logistician said the task
was comparable to mobilizing an
infantry division in a week.
When the first load ol813 refugees arrived the next day, April
29 . the ramp was ready to receive them, and by May 4, the
camp could handle its planned
capacity of 18,000.
The Navy and Marine Corps
were to provide food. lodging
and security. Civilian agencies
immigration
the
handled
processing and resettlement.

AT FIRST, 20-hour work days
were common, and some worked
longer. Several civilian employees volunteered to work overlime without pay. At least one
infantry unit was pulled in from
field training lo help put up
tents.
"I don't know if there's a world
record for pulling up tents, but
if there is , Fox/2/1 set il," said
Lance Corporal Sam Kehborn, a
rifleman with Fox Co ., 2d Bn.,
1st ~Iarine Reg!.
Asked how the men felt about
supporting the refugee operation, Kehborn gave a common
response : "We're Marines. We
gel a mission, we do it."
Second LL Susan K. T. Cunningham . assigned to the
refugee affairs section of the
Operation New Arrival headquarters, said, "I've learned
more in the past two weeks than
I have since I've been in."
She added that her friends
"~lainside'' - on the main part
of the base 17 miles to the south
- "are just clamoring to get out
here and help." Although she
figures she has averaged 4.6
hours of sleep a night, Cunningham enjoys the work because
"e veryone sees it as a great
opportunity to actually do something to help."
Refugees have eased some -of
the strain by volunteering to
sen·e iood, interpret, police the
areas, and work as clerks and
administrators. More than 20
Vietnamese physicians have assisted Navy and Marine medical
pe rsonn e l in caring for the refugees. and Vietnamese priests
have been celebrating mass for
their new parishioners.
Camp officials and refugees
agree that the chief problem
he re is the temperature, which
at night may drop into the low
50s or 40s- co ld by Vi etnamese
sta ndard s.

Each refugee is given two or
three blankets and a Marine
field jacket, and many wear
several layers of donated clothing to keep warm. The Salvation
Army and other agencies provide clothing by the ton, but
more sweaters, warm socks and
gloves are needed.
Once refugees receive the initial issue and settle into assigned tents, they are called by
groups for immigration and
resettlement processing, which
normally takes a day or two .
Then they wait lor a sponsor
who will help them in their new
life and a security check made
by U.S. intelligence agencies.
Critics of the refugee operation have charged that among
the refugees are former Saigon
officials believed to have engaged in torture and graft and
some common criminals, including prostitutes.
REFUGEE SOURCES said
Trang Si Tan , chief of the National Police , whom they said
was assaulted by fellow refugees
on Guam, was seen at Camp Pen·
dleton , but U.S. officials told
The Washington Post that Tan
had departed May 6.
Nguyen Khac Binh, chief o[
the Vietnamese intelligence
service, also was seen at Pendleton , one source said.
The sources said both men
have reputations of being corrupt and sternly repressive of
political dissidents.
A Marine captain who served
more than two years in Vietnam
told Air Force Times that he had
seen several bar girls here
whom he had known on Tu Do
Street in Saigon. He estimated
that there may be about 50
prostitutes in the camp of 18,000.
As of May 20, Camp Pendleton
had received 26 ,039 refugees,
including 1162 Cambodians, but
only 7853 had departed. Those
who left were relatively easy
cases with American relatives or
other contacts. Immigration
processing takes only a day or
two , but some refugees will be
here for weeks awaiting security
clearance.
As long as they wait , the Marines are prepared to support
them .
Five permanent mess halls
were ope ned and 20 other serv-

Chief Chaplain (Maj. Gen.) Henry J. Meade talks with
Vietnamese priest Father Joseph Hoc and Chaplain (Col.)
James K. Grothjon during o day-long visit to the refugee camp
at Eglin AFB, Fla. The Air Force's chief of chaplains celebrated a Catholic mass at the camp with Fathers Hoc and Grath' ·
jan, the Eglin chaplain.

ON A BASE such as Pendleton,
ing lines set up that receive food
trucked in from a central mess which covers 195 square miles,
hall, but refugees often must transportation can be a problem.
wait in line an hour or more to Pressed into duty to handle the ,
refugee influx were 160 drivers, ·
eat.
On the advice of dietitians, the 37 buses, 20 tractor-trailers, 40
refugees are led a relatively three-ton trucks, 20 vans, two
bland diet that is heavy on rice sedans and two station wagons.
but is prepared in the Western Drivers were on 12-hour shifts
manner. On an average day, the for more than a week.
The base shuttle bus service
refugees go through 6000 pounds
of produce, 3000-4000 pounds of was suspended for 36 hours, hut
resumed when commercial
was
12,000
bread,
of
loaves
rice, 5500
pounds of fish , 20,000 pounds of buses were obtained.
Officials said training and
pork and chicken, 3000 doz. eggs,
50 ,000 hollies of baby formula other base operations have not
and 50,000 sets of disposable been hampered by the refugee
utensils (20 percent use chop- operation.
So far, no serious supply probsticks). The normal menu prolems have developed, although
vides 2000 calories a day.
The average cost of feeding officials did have a tough time
one refugee is about $2 a day, an finding Vietnamese and Camboofficial said. When all costs are dian typewriters. A Vietnamesefigured in , the cost of supporting language adaptor for an electric
a refugee is about $7 a day and typewriter was flown in from Haand the Cambodian
could go higher , he said . The waii
Marines are keeping close tabs typewriter requisition was filled
the personal typeborrowing
by
on all funds used for refugee
support so that the Corps can be writer of the former Cambodian
reimbursed by other government ambassador to the United States.
Field exchanges have been set
age ncies.
up so that refugees can buy
health and comfort items, basic
clothing, cigarettes and luggage.
Officials say there has been little or no effect on base exchange stocks.
WASHINGTON- An anonymous benefactor has agreed to
pay the costs of compiling and publishing a Vietnamese·THE IMPACT of the refugee
English phrasebook that will be given away fr ee to the
operation on the 38,000 military
Indochinese refugees.
and civilian employees and deThe book, compiled by Berlitz and published by Macmilpend ents permanently assigned
lan Co., is expected to be put in distribution by June.
to Camp Pendleton might have
Cross
Free copies will be handed out by American Red
been more noticeable if the
camps.
gee
fu
re
ConUS
three
the
in
volunteers working
refu gees had not bee n located in
A Macmillan spokesman said the undisc losed spo nso r will
a re mote area of the huge base .
pay about $30,000 for 100,000 co pi es of th e book, which will
Only about 1000 personnel are
n"co
special
two
and
hare roughly a 1500-word voca bulary
actually working in the seven
U.S.
to
adjust
gees
fu
re
rural
help
to
sections
"
life
of
cepts
refugee camps and the camps
c ities.
are near ly 20 miles from base
headq uarte rs.

Free Phraseb ook

Refugee
Report
Marines seemed to accept the
long hours and hard work with a
minimum of grumbling.
Some dependents, however, resente d the demands pla ced on
their spouses.
Some wives don 't like th e ir
men working around Vietnamese women . a Marine said.
Sexual competition as we ll as
racial attitudes and family separations caused by the long hours
were all factors in th e rese ntment, he said.
If some dependents resent the
refugees, many have responded
warmly lo them . For example,
1\!rs. Belly Brown, wife of a marine captain, and several other
wives have been answering
phones and relaying messages at
the chaplain's office.
"I love it,'' she said. "People
are just super polite."
About 40 officers · wives have
been sorting clothing for the
Salvation Army. Women from the
officers' and NCO wives clubs
have helped fill packs of health
and comfort items given to refugees, and several have worked ·
Cross as
with the • Red
volunteers.
"There has been a tremendous
outpouring of volunteer effort,"
one chaplain said.

Aqf,B
e, e

UILK\.¥-10 days of
refugee city was full,
II
and already it had its own
newsVietnamese-languag e
paper, schools, elected city
stores,
system,
bus
council,
movie theaters, and health care
''
facilities.
What the city does not have is
for its inhabijobs
any paying
tants, and most seem to yearn
for the independe11ce work will
bring. Dong Kim Khoi, a dental
student from Saigo11, fills his
time as a volunteer interpreter,
but he wants a real joll, working
with his hands, anything.
Truong Van Thanh owned a
store in Hue, where he lived
through the devastation ot the
1968 Tel Offensive . He didn't
want to face such danger again,
so he fled -to DaNang, Saigon,
Clark AFB, P.L, Guam and Camp
Pendleton.
When he left Saigon , Thanh
felt that his future would be
uncertain, but "in search of freedom, he will accept anything," a
friend translated.
Treatment at Clark was "very
good . I had a very good impression of American forces and
every American I meet," Thanh
said. He smiled, gave a thumbs
up signs and added "and Marines are Number One!"

Udorn NCO Mode
Enlisted Advisor
UDORN RTAFB , ThailandCMSgt. Giacomo Remualdo was
recentl y named senior e nlisted
advisor to Col. Ben P. Lee. command er of the 19741h Comm unci ations Group.
Remualdo will be th e co mmande r's rep rese nlatil'c for all
Air Force Communications Service e nlisted personnel in
Thailand .
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~ Vietnam Refugees Here Fin d Main Ta! ikis Getting job s-------------------

1;',

By ARI L. GOLDMAN
elderly Vietnamese
man, thinking In • piasters,
gave a vender a $10 bill
for a soda and asked if that
· was enough. A Vietnamese
woman out on a walk around
the block wandered around
Jackson Heights, Queens, for
an hour before finding her
way home. Another woman
walked down Orchard Street
with a broomstick across her
back and a shopping , bag
attached at each end.
These new New Yorkers
are just a few of the 2,000
Vietnam refugees who have
settled in the New York area
since the fall of Saigon five
months ago. Collectively,
they may be just another
drop in the melting pot, but
although millions have done
. it before them, they are finding that adjusting to New
York remains at once challenging, exciting and frightening.
To get to know the streets,
the subways,. the money, the
language,. the shortcuts and
the pitfalls "{ill take months,
maybe years. The more immediate problem for the newcomers is to find work. Coming from an under-developed
country into an already overcrowded labor market, that
is no small task.
·
Loi Thi Nghiem, right, who worked for a U.S. broadcast ing company
American Connection
in saigon, supports her family in their JackSon Heights, Queens, apartmen
- - - - - - - - - - -·- - - - - - - - - - - - - - . . . . :·_
t
.
.
The
Vietnames
e
refugees
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __:·_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _...;.,
· .:.·- ·--_;.'.,:.·;;..·- - - - - - - - - - - • fin New York are generally
-d > .
- : ;' _ ___ ,_
Lwell'educated, ·. speak some
English and have a skill. But
few have jobs. Most of those
that do had connections with
American companies in Saigon, Those that are looking
for jobs are eager to work
and are willing to take jobs
below their level. Until they
are on their own, however,
they must accept the hospitality of the Government and
the American people.
This is the picture of VietAn
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Anoth er witne ss before the comm ittee
was Julia Vadal a Taft, direct or of the
Inter-Agency Task Force on Refugees, the
agenc y actua lly carryi ng out the movement of 130,00 0 refugees into American
life.
She reported that of the 130,000, some
69,000 remai n in camp s in the United
States or on Guam or Wake Island in the
Pacifi c, 5,000 have been !!own . to third
countries, and 57,000 are Jiving with
Amer ican sponsors or relatives.
She said earlie r plans to close all refugee
camp s by Oct. 1 have been scrap ped and
replaced with a new target date of Dec. 31.
To reverse the declining numb er of sponsorship offers from Amer icans , the committee had planned a $225,000 television
adver tising camp aign. Taft said the idea
was dropped because sponsorship is now
being ncouraged amon g churches and civic
groups rathe r than individual Americans.

WASHINGTON (AP) - Increa sing
numb ers of Vietnamese and Camb odian
refugees are rejecting offers of sponsorship
and r~!using to leave the security of resettleme nt camp s, the Presid ent's Advisory
Comm ittee on Refugees was told Wednesday.
"Man y of them have left the water
bu!falo age and are entering the jet age,"
said Li Thi Anh, one of four Vietnamese
and Cambodian advisers to the committee.
In response, the comm ittee agreed to finance return trips to the camp s by alread y
resettled refugees to dispel false rumo rs
about Amer ican life which frequently
circul ate in the camps.
Citing one, Anh said refugees have asked
her i.! Vietn amese and Camb odian s are
prohibited from entering hotels and restaura nts because many Americans believe
they are either thieves or unclean.
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.: J~nge of Mercy to Refugee"
-

So~etime

tO !n OrroU?

r.-:orniug Camp Pendlet on,
.Caiii. will be invaded by a
5-foot-2V2 dynamo of effic iency cloaked in feminin e
c~J.rm ·and Italian pulchritude . He:- name is
G.1 etana Er.de .-s and she is
Ll-J.e wife of the oft-quot ed
Assista nt Sr.!creta ry of
State for Ewnom ic Aff at r::; Tor:1 E nde:rs, who i .~ 6
f2f'~

~_1(~\\'ft-·~_:> 1

3.

S:t-:e has been written up
i:1 foreign newspap ers and
mag ·tLines but Americ a
has hea rd little about what
she accomp lished in
Cam bcdia during the 31/2
y ea rs her husband was
deputy chief of the U.S.
mi ss ion and charge d'affaires. That's the way she
wanted it. The mother of
fou r children , now ages 15
to 18. was n't trying to
compete with her hus~
band's career.

BUT WHEN SHE AR-

RIVES at Camp Pendlet on

· 2,000 or more Cambod ian
refug~e s will try to embrace her. Most of them
want to find a new life in
or around Washing ton just
to be near her. And it's not
surprisi ng when you lea rn
what this cap tivating bundle of capabili ty did for
them . To say she raised
three-qu arters of $1 million for the refugees who
were pouri;;.g into Phnom
Per~'l during her years
there to escape the invad~
ing Khmer Rouge and
Viet Cong doesn't begin to
tell the story.
· Starting with only . $500 ·
and three women volunteers she founded the first · ·
of seven refugee camps. in
Phnom Penh that eventually fed, housed and medically treated 22,000
refugee s. She also established a home for 500
widows of war and their
children , collectin g $100,000 in two months to build
it. And she set up the plan
to relocate 400 families in

the country side, supplyin g
She was twice decorate .
them with the mat<:ria l to
b y t:1e Kh mer Rcpt.:blic fo
build their own huts and
h e r courage .
grow their own food.
'
She went back tw
AID contribu ted money . months ago to take $3,50
and a Jot came irom the
and some m edicines fo
German and Italian govI GO who had been hit b
ernmen ts, the Catholi c
rockets, but after flyin :
Relief Servic es and
hal fwa y around the worl•
Cambod ian m e rc han ts,
she couldn't get into th
bankers . etc. Nobel Prize ·country so her Cambod ia!
winning biologis t Dr. John
voluntee !'s met her i1
E:nd ers, Tom's uncle, c onThaila d . Now ;1ll thos·
tri buted medicin es and
people she knew and help
vitamin s.
ed, who did not escape
have been driven by th.
GAETANA WORKED in
Commu nists into unde
the camps even when the
veloped areas to fend fo
Commu nists were bombthemsel ves or die.
ing them. They used plas~
Anxious ly awaiting he
tic bombs like the one
arrival at Camp Pendlet r
placed by · her husband 's
where she will try to f: .
car when the five people
jobs and homes for t..
around him were killed,
refugee s. are two o :
but miracul ously he es~ · friends, the last Preside
n
caped injury. She became
of the Khmer R epub\i,
very ill three times from
and Mrs. S a ukham Kho ~
diseases she contrac ted in
The man who succeede •
the camps partly because
Lon Nol on Aprill, too lat•
she couldn't resist exto "find a humanit ariru
pressing her sympat hy
and politica l solution ;
with an embrac e.
wrote his wife. W I!
blames . their "sbamele ~
defeat" on the "unp<l.i
donable faults of our lead
ers, both military anc
civilian who placed t.~ei
persona l interest s a bov•
those of the nation," wil
now settle for a farmin!
job somewh ere in Ameri
ca.
.

TIP O'NEIL L. whorr

Lfrs. Enders receives a dtx:Oratioa.

--e..ors.e :JM>cl1

Jimmy Breslin bas jus1
immorta lized in his nev.
book, "How the Gooc
Guys Finally Won: Note!
from an lmpeac hm en•
Summe r," told an amus
ing story on himself at thE
Bill Blairs' and MruJ
Lasker' s dinner dance.
The House majorit :,
leader said he was in the
D e nver airport recent!)
and a man came up tc
him, greeted him by namE
and, observin g Tip's blan~
express ion, said, .. Yet
don't know who I am. d<
you?"
O'Neill began to e~plair
apologe tically that il w>e

Gaetana M. Enders
3328 Reservoir Ro ad
Washington, D.C.
20007
June 3, 1975

Theodore C. Marrs
Special Assis tant to the President
for Human Resources
The 'Y'lhi te House
D~.

Dear Ted,
As we discussed this morning, I would like to give
you an outline of the acti vities I plan in the next few
-v:S:'2KS to as~;is t individual :r:·efuqee faw.il ies in resettlement efforts . These, I feel, will not conflict with my
role as a member of the President's Advisory Co~~ittee
b ut , to the extent they may be complimentar y to that role
I would appreciate your advice and an occasional assist
wh ere it would not prove burden some.
I appreciated your very frank discussion of the
Commit tee's functions as you see them. While I pers onally think -- as you know -- that the Committee 's
manda te could and should be expanded , I can understand your concerns, and agree that efforts to assist
indi v iduals and families , worthy though these may be,
should not be allowed to detract from the Committee's
broader function of advising the President as to new
overall policies and programs which could raise the
effectivenes s of the refugee resettlement program as a
whole .
At the same time I must be equally frank -in telling
you that , in my opinion, it is only through active involveme nt in individual resettlement programs that members of the Committee can maintain the background necessary to advise the Pr e sident properly on the progress
of this important endeavor. While the Committee may
b e primarily advisory, the members must, I feel, _continue to pursue an operational role not connected with
their stat.us as members of the Committee.
In addition
to its advisory role, the Committee should also serve
as an active catalyst, bringing together the experience
of its members and usi ng .this to encourage and facilitate
th e work being done by the various relief organization s.

- 2 Our interest, presumably coincident with that expressed
by the President, should be to help existing organizations
in solving the refugee "problem" as rapidly, humanely
and effectively as possible.
In addition to my work on behalf of individual
refugees I have, as you know, also addressed the broader
In the Committee I have offered suggestions
issues.
such as the proposal to look at the possibility of onsite pretraining programs tailored to fit the job needs
of individual geographic areas of our country, which we
In addition I have sought, as
discussed this morning.
a member of the Corru"TTittee, to publicize through television
interviews, newspaper articles a nd the like, the whole
scope of the refugee problem and what the Administration,
I think
and private organizations, are doing about it.
this is particularly valuable, both to let the public
know that the Administration is doing something, and to
encourage sponsorship, as well as to generate more public
support for other ways of reaching the President's stated
goal of welcoming these people into our society.
As you know, I am some'i•7hat hampered in these efforts
by having no organizational "home base" to provide
I agree that it
needed administrative backstopping.
would be inappropriate for the Committee or its staff
to get involved in my own personal efforts to aid individual refugees, and hope to find support for this among
the various refugee organizations with which I deal. At
the same time, however, in some cases it might be difficult for these organizations to justify devoting even
a small part of their scant resources to broad~r tasks,
which they might see as being of no direct application
In this latter area, as I
to their specific effort.
also mentioned this morning, I would hope you, Roger
Semerad and his staf f might be able occasionally to help
me in accomplishing some of these "Corru"TTittee-connec ted"
tasks.
I will be very grateful for any co~~ents or suggestions you may have, either on the above ideas or on the
program I attach; I hope I can count on you as we discussed for occasional, minor facilitative services, which
I would clear with Roger on each occasion, in connection
with my work as a member of the President's Advisory
Committee.
Sincerely ,

- ')"--"'"~( .---;-)/
-'-----· v'./;\v 1 /)
'- Gaetana M. Enders
e.c. Roger Semerad

Gaetana M. Enders
3328 Reservoir Road
Washington, D. C.
20007
June 3, 1975

Mr. Roger Semerad
Executive Director of the
President's Advisory Committee
on Refugees
The White House
Dear Roger ,
After
I
to do as a
He re is my

n~rning ,

my talks with you, and with Ted Marrs this
have written to him to clarify what I hope
mewber of the Co~mittee (copy attached).
program of work for the weeks to come.

ApaTt from the trip to Camp Pendleton and San
Fra ncisco, I will try to arrange appearances on television shows and in particular on Barbara Walters'
program.
Enclosed is the draft of a letter I would
propose to send to her, unless you object and would be
very grateful if you ~ould have it typed.
(This is the
sort of l etter I think might be appropriate for me to
write in my role as a Committee member : hence my thought
that it should be done on White House stationery).
Also to contact the following women who I
think might respond to our need for sponsors and for
other forms of support for the Refugee resettlement;
Lady Bird Johnson, Margaret Heeler: House of Representatives, Massachusetts , Lois Smith: Pickwick ,· Public
Relations Firm , Margaret Mead: National Museum of
History, Lindy Boggs: House of Representatives (New
Orleans), Barbara Jordan: House of Representatives
(Texas), Clair Booth Luce: (Hawaii), Mrs. David
Eisenhower, Helen Thomas: White House Correspondent,
API, Gloria Steinheim: Ms. Hagazine , Marietta Tree ,
Nancy Kissinger, Mary McGrory: Washington Star: Pulitzer prize: compassionate reporter, Millicent Fenwick:
House of Representatives , Ell en Straus: New York, (Mrs.
Peter R. Straus Riverdale, New York ), (national women 's
volunteers in U.C. "Call of Action ).

,. -

- 2
I wo u ld appreciate very much if s omeone could help me
in getting telephone numbers and addresses.
- - Using some of my husband's contacts, I plan
to get in touch with George Shultz in San Francisco
(Bechtel and the possibiliti e s of training a group of
refugees in the are~, Fred Dent (textiles) and Chuck
I have.already contacted
Percy (Bell and Howell).
has been responsive prohe
and
McBundy in New York
percentage of posaccurate
an
vided we feed him with
sible candidates for grants.
On the Committee I plan to work as hard as possible, not only in the Public Relations area, but also
in trying to get more training and educational facilit ies for th e refugees (fo r e xample -- contact the group
of Deans of Women's Colleges and other intellectual
gr oups).
I hope all t his is within the limits

of my man-

date.
I think todaY ' s meeting was very encouraging ·as
members of the Committee seemed very committed and
responsive .
Very sincerely,
Gaetana M. Enders

J.os ~n~cle~ 'QJ:imcs
, ~1
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"First the blade, then the ear, ~

The Monitor's view

vWh y the lag on-refugees?
The thousands of Southeast Asian refugees
· who fled their homelands in the face of
communist tak~ver have slipped from public
view. And while some of the bureaucratic
hang-ups which attended initial efforts to
· resettle the refugee families in the United
States have abated, more than half the 131,000
·Vietnamese and Cambodians in the refugee
"pipeline" remain in U.S. military camps.
The federal government is pushing to empty
the camps as soon as possible while counting
for the most part on nine private social and
church agencies to find sponsors for refugee
resettlement. The government's Interagency
Task Force on Refugees has developed no
efficient way to screen sponsors itself, often
relying on simple telephone interviews that
have led to some unfortunate results.
'
The citizens' advisory commission, appointed two months ago by President Ford to
help with the resettlement, has recommended
that, in addition to individuals and state and
city governments, local service clubs be
solicited to act as sponsors. But the federal
government has yet to reply.
Although Mr. Ford declared in May that
"time is of the essence" regarding refugees,
strong and visible effort by the federal
government to encourage individual Americans to help the refugees has been lacking.
For political reasons, perhaps, the Ford
administration seems reluctant to deeply
involve the federal government in social
welfare for Indo-China .war refugees - even
though the President seeks to admit another
24,000.
.
The remaining 70,000 refugees §till living on
U,S. military bases will no doubt be even more
difficult to resettle. "Breakdowns" have occurred between released refugees and un- (
qualified sponsors, leading to .problems for
local public relief agencies. "Camp-itis" is
reportedly' spreading among refugees who are
becoming secure amidst the relative familiar-

.

~

~

ity of military bases. As ;winter approaches,
those used to the tropical climate will be even
less inclined to leave camps in California and ·
the South for Northern cornmuriities.
The government has relied too much on
vOlunteer. agencies. It "should more actively
encourage AmericanS to participate and develop its own mechanism for matching qualified sponsors to refugees. Visible leadership
of ~h~ kind President Ford initially expressed,
but then let lapse, needs to be ex~bited.
Congressional committees this · week are
hearing from the government task force
charged with processing refugees and the
volunteer agencies that have been providing
most of the sponsors. Hopefully, ways will be
found both to speed up the transition of
refugee families into the mainstream of U.S.
society, and to ensure that sponsoring individuals and organizations are well qualified.

Citizen Lee
"As he was a man of much dignity, with an
impassable face, it was impossible to say
whether he felt inwardly glad that the end had
finally come .... " This is what Gen. U.S.
Grant said about Gen. ,Robert E. Lee on
another occasion, the Confederate surrender
concluding the Civil War: But it is hard not to
imagine a flicker in those clear Lee eyes over
how 'long it has taken for the end. to really
come - that is, for the restoration of
citizenship sought by ' Lee a century ago. A
paper was lost. Now the right thing is done.
It is such an exceptional case that it hardly
bears on the questions of amnesty for the
living that have been raised about it. But the
presidential clemency board has heard from
Americans seeking amnesty who go back to , ~!
World War I days. The lengthy Lee chapter
ought to remind government at least to ensure
that anyone deserving clemency within the ]
law is not kept from it through bad paperwork.
I
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,ship entails."
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cated · 'that they will be. able month or more, when typhoons
to i'ind sponsors for only about and heavy rains often strike
1lhalf:-<lf- the 130,000 or; so,.,ref- the area. ·.
. :
ll?ees · who fled Vietnam, :~~ }As' of today, 131,211 refugees
· . ' have come under United States · i
directo~ saJd. ·
announcement
the
The commission is aiming control,
1at the "untapped reso!JICe'~ : of said, and of these ·38,145 have ':
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Office of the White House Press Secretary

TilE WHlTE HOUSE

STATEMENT BY

~f fO')

THE PRESIDENT

Hous~~sentativcs

am saddened and disappointed by the action of the
today jn rejecUng assistance to the refugees from South Vietnam.

I

ThL; action docs not reflect the values we cherish as a nation of
immitrants.
It is not worthy of a people which has lived by the philosophy
sylllhoJjzcd in the Statue of Liberty.
It reflects fear and misunderstanding,
rather than chnd ty and compassion.
Despite the House vote, I believe that in this tragic situation the
Amed can people Hant their country to be guided by the inscription on the
Statue of Liberty:
"Give me your tired, your poor
Your huddled masses yearning to breathe free,
The wretched refuse of your teeming shore,
Send these, the homeless, tempest-tossed, to me:
I lift my lamp beside the golden door."

After \~orld \~ar 11, the United States offered a ne\v life to 1,400,000
d :i!;pl;lcC'd pc·rsons.
The generosity of the American people shmced again
folln1·1ing the JlungarLm uprising of 1956 when more than 50,000 Hungo.rian
rl'fugl'<'!~ [Jed hen; for sanctuary.
And \ve welcomed more than a half million
Cul>:1n~; f]l'ring Lvrauny :i.n thc~ir country.
Nmv,

ol hf>r refug('C~s

have fled from the' Communist t:ake~ovcr in Vic·tnam. Tlwse
chose frc~cdom.
They do not ask tlwt we be their keepers but only,
for a Liuu:, tlwt \vl.:'. hl' their helpers.

r('fugl't'~;

Some lll('lllhers of I Ill' !louse of Representatives apparently voted <1gni:~st tlw

Jegisl<ll'ion to ;~~;sist the refuget'S because of a section reL1ting Ll) evAcu;l! ion
from s,,,,th Vicln:lm.
Th0 C'Vi1Ctlalion is complete.
I uq·,t• t hv mc!nlwrs of the House of Rqwescntativcs .:l!ld of th,, SC'n:Hl' to
<lppn>VL' qt1id:ly Ill''-' l0gislation providing humanitarj<~n assisLlllCl' l'o lhL'
Sou1l1 Vit•Ln<llll<'S<' rt'fugccs.
To do othl'rwise would bt• a rcpudi:1Lion of lhC'
finl'st Jninl'iplL'!: ;111d trmliLions of Amt>rica.

If
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If the ·hostile reaction to the arrival

diately in his or her native land. This
o.i Vietnamese refugees in the United ~ definition would have excluded many
States proves anything, . it is the diffi• c,; ·>·of· th~ East European and Russian
culty Americans have in learning from. -.dLJews who arrived here between 1880
:ileir own mswry.
:. -~-- and 1924, most of the displaced per.-\ :\Iartian reading the. newspapers ,_:>c sons after World War II, a , large rnaor watching televisio n wnuld find --it ~'> jority of the Cubans as well as , Jews
c!LfLcult to believe that this country•-~.;;,> who have recently emigrated from the
nas had any experience with immi- 2·"·-·sovie t Union. By custom and by Ainerz:-a nts or .political refugees. It inay he.. :ican · law,- a . refugee is anyone ·who
as k.inr,: t oo · much to expect Americans "-'~·"'might be persecuted because· of race,
:o rememb er how many of their fo rereligion or political beliefs. Afte r misoears arrived just one jump ahead of
judg.ing the situa tio n in Vietnam for 30
il G3tile E uropean rulers or mobs in the · years, it is the height of arrogance and
hypocrisy for Americans; to •p ass judg. : ment on the question of f who should
]a""b"
., _._;.
. t
b oo k on....··:.•·.have
stayed
in. Saigon.
Sllv"a"
••
,, u
~ u_.n Lng a
.
.
.
. .
r_PCPnt . im, migr_ants "to the lj nit d,; ,"o;;_',~ j\_mencan hlStory -nOt • O,nly OfferS a
.
_
. , · "'·' ' r'oper. definition of a· political refugee
.)ta~es·::;:~_;;:~""':.~
-'::~;;;~
ut;it; s_uggests : ~uid~lines. for__helping
·
the•· refugees arter , they· arnve. The
, ::<f.'.' ;:,_-~;>~i
.~.rst ;'300,000 Cii.barii ·arrived between
19th -cen~but ther.e- are mor~-,r
:1,1, 1959, •'wherrf:id.e l Castro took
cent his_toricaf lessons to be draw .
'ower'; ·and the Cuban missile crisis of
• fro m the' ~ucc~s~ul assimilation of s~~~;.~_,,.,<;>cto~er; ~962. Th~ . refugee _influx was
_er aL: million·,~displac~d persons· after-:};-.,~'.lieavl~st m . Soutnern::, Florlda;
World Wru;;II. ~some 40,000 Hungarians~1i?~.)Vas.. experiimcing_ arr--·:economic~ re
in the late , 1950s and at least 700,000 • ~ sion almost as severe as. the recession
Cubans. betWeen 1959 and 1973.
. _ ·~\t!}today. :With . an aging ·population and
In countless interviews with local ~ -with tourism as its main industrY, Mipublic officials and ordinary cithens,
ami had an unemployment rate of 10.5
ignorance, · fear and bigotry are out- ~ , per cent. The area had the· largest ra
shining any ancestral concern for ~udl ~;,':: of FHA and VA mortgage foreclos
d~ed masses . yearning to breathe free. .. in the nation; the . Southern Florida
From California, which gave its Asian"':; .':-real estate boom was.: still ' in the fu- ·.
American qtizens -de jure segregated ····~ ture. ·The· predictions about ~ubans
schoo!s and anti-miscegenation 1aws··.;:'f' coming a permanent welfare b
for decades, along with the unsettling <;_;·"were identical to :those being
historical memory of the Japanese in.,.,.:;;_'? about the Vietnamese today. When th
ternment during World/War. II, come -'C'~;·· government stepped in with
reports that the Vietnamese may bear-_:<<\;·:'"
scran;5e diseases to our pristine .shores.:
:\o matter ~that; American doctors on'
Guam say the incidence of infectiou,s , .di.;eases is much lower among the ref"''''·"':
ugees than in the .-\merican population-as a whole.
· -· ;-,,
Then there _are the predictions' that . , ·•
all of the, refugees will wind up on wel-:•,- · ·
fa re. '·They' are out of their environ-..>
ment," "says_; a_ carpenter. "Th ey can··t., ·;._,._.,
speak English,. and they will be on wel~. ; '-·
rar e before tlJ_ey get off the airplane:
-:'..a
•• a--pay. · ; -r tsa:. -.Yc dof-'~
State Department spokesman assures
anxious officials in Florida, Arkansas
and California that the Vietnamese • ·
will be resettled throughout the coun- ·~ ,
try and there will be no "Little 'Sai- · .... go ns" comoarable· to the "Little Ha::>· :·
·J .
•
van a" built· by ~ several hundred thou: ,,_, gency a1d, _there we~e bitter c?mpl
-sand Cubans in Miami. .
.- ab~ut fore1g!'ers bemg kept m .
It is probably safe to predict on the ' ;:thile A:nf:r~cans worked for ~ ll
basis . of .· past American experienceA cashier m a btg sup.ermarKet
with ordinary_ immigrants - as well as __ , _mesh~ w~s appalled by the~ .
political refugees, that very littl~ that - · $100 bills ~arne"d by Cubans,~ rep
is n ow being -predicted ab out the Indo- __. Bne Mlami new~paper. · -·
china refugees will turn out to be true.
The maximum government
'iYith respect to the threat' of disease
payment to Cuban rerugee fa
or the spread of welfare burdens,. Florida was $100 per. month, r
many of . the same comments--in alof the number. of children. Most C
r.:tOS L -. exactly ., the same . phrases--ap-'- :· ,_families became self-supporting wi
peared in 19th-century 'n ewspapers, but ··' 1_8 months to two years after their
ti1ey referred r.o "Hebrews" and
nval. In return, the M1am1 area
"Slav>" rather than to Vietnamese;- ··· 100,000 new jobs thrt ~id not exist
they were repeated much more r ef~re the Cuban m1grahon. The C
ce n~ly about Cubans in Miami. As for ., did more
than create JObs
the Sta te Departme nt's prediction thak·· ~hemselves; since.· 1965,- at least 80
there will be no "Little Saigol'!s," that
JOr U.S. corporatwns have moved
may prove to be equally misguided,. , offices dealing with Latin A
sl:1ce th e .\merican govpr nme nt has no
business · to Mia mi. The refu gees
auth ority to keep 1egal residents in 2 ·_ talized decaying r esidential and
on e pa!'r of t he country rather than an- · · ness areas of central Miami; after
other aft er an initial period of se ttle-'.- ,Cubans who had been :resettled
mentis over. Immigr:>n ts have always ·-- other· parts of the country returned ·
congregated in Little ltalys, ChinaFlorida because it offered them s
to wns. or whatever.
bright prospects for economic
·- Th~i~·P;;s~~ce.. is always perceived~
and ,l cult~ra_l ,i~;nti~!-.: -~- _ c as a· threat-by -locaL communities-until ·_: " There- is no reason to believe
it is discovered that immigrants from
the Vietiiamese; .~given
the same . country put a high P.remium
to tide them --over.: the culture
on self-belp and self-sufficiency.. _·· ' ' - and language barrier: .
be
,.The only-real difference betwe'Em th~ --- ·able to carve out~a-·· niche in "'A m
Vietnamese and . past groups.; of , refu:.,i .. life than ~other refu-gees. -Federal
gees is- thatthey · provide -a highly visP' cials will have to stop- pretending
-bie- reminder" of a trauma Americans-", they can keep the Vietnamese onwould· like to forget: ··Like all refugees ~··--~· tary reservations uri.tU "American spo
the Vietnamese. a.:-e· a 'mixed bag.-T(} 'be.': sors are found.~ Relatives- are .the
sure, a minority are ·_ 'undoubtedly:c•.: people· .who are ._willing , to .
crooks who exploited their own people _, __, the· livelihood :- of new ·immigrants:<
and made- a handsome profit -on ,_the ·'- the·- UnitedStates;. therearetsimply ·
war But iur, ev2ry .foc·mer gov erninent -"i~ .enough relatives / to take ' care of
official who ~ ai;:ea::!}" had his money<.j.n;,.,;·;r-100,000· to .150,000, Vietnames~ _n<JW,.
a S•.7:ss ;}a n!.:, ' th 2:·::! <c:! thousands o:;& ",':peded to settle here>' Eventually, ·
dece:Jt Vie.r::tafucse . who-!lot ·a!ways_.of~i- V.,tetnamese \vilL}·h~ve to ! make: th
by cho: c ~:::_w::·r e e.:\; ;h: u ·J in the / l os~~('' own way in.-:·'American
ng side. oi a--corr:piex ci vil war. ManyJ"'J." they ,will undoubtedly form·"Little
;::;o.icicians .• :;o~h ..J_;bz . 2.i and conservagons" to help each other. ouL Tha
' \'e, a~!?" p.urveyin ~ the no tio n t hat, thtfi'i 'the way e.,ery ~immigrantc. group
,J:1 7Y pr~.;Jcr c:efin!tio n of a refugee- is -- managed to survive -the tough
someone who is u ,ely to be shot immephase of adjustment to this -new la
, .• i - ,.~A..
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NEWS
L. Dean Brown Resigns

~s

Refugee Director

Former State Department official L. Dean Brown resigned
Thursday night as head of the federal inter-agency task force
Brown had said he did not
coordinating refugee resettlement.
than necessary,
longer
any
want to remain in the position
Barry Serafin (CBS) reported.
Deputy Assistant HEW Secretary Julia Taft, who has already
set up an independent HEW task force to consider long-range
refugee problems, will now head the inter-agency group. --CBS
(5/ 23/75)
107 Refugees at Fort Chaffee Want to Return to Vietnam
A spokesman for a group of 107 Vietnamese refugees at
Ft. Chaffee, Ark. said Friday the group would hold a protest
demonstration unless they are returned to South Vietnam, as
The spokesman said he and the
arranged, by next Thursday.
others appreciate the help given by the U.S., but they just
--AP; ABC; NBC (5/23/75)
want to go home.
500 Indochinese Were Stuck in U.S. While Their Governments Fell
About 300 Cambodians and 2 00 Vietnames'e were receiving
trai ning at 50 U.S. military bases when their countries fell to
Many of them have found jobs here. "So far,
the Communists.
government planning has resulted in the decision that it is
les s disruptive to leave the Cambodian and Vietnamese soldiers
where they axe w.1d Tn.::tde a statement that the problem is under active
--ABC (5/2 3/75)
David Snell (ABC ) said .
considera tion ,
11

Eisenhower: Some Refugees Will Spend Their Lives
In Camps
Many Vietnamese refugees may never find homes in America
but may live out their lives in U.S. sponsored refugee camps,
John Eisenhower, chairman of the President's advisory committee
Security or illiteracy problems will
on Refugees said Friday.
relocated.
being
from
refugees
these
keep
Some 15,000, or 35 per cent, of the refugees on Guam are
--CBS (5/23/75)
illiterate farmers and fishermen.
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QUESTION: Hr. President , there have been som '¢
conflictin g news stories out of Vietnam about the possible
if it is necessarv ,
· evacuation of not onlv
'
'
Americans
but of South Vietnames
e nationals from
Saigon.
Is there any plan or policy about such evacuation ?
THE PRESIDENT:
I have ordered the evacuation
of all nonessent ial U.S. personnel in South Vietnam and
we are phasing down on a daily basis such U.S. personnel
who have no responsib ilities, either for the Governmen t
or for whatever other purpose they are there.
The present plan is to keep those there who
have a position of responsib ility, a meaningfu l job.
I am not in the position to speculate as to how many
that will be, or when there might be a change in the
situation .
I think it is too fluid at this moment to
make anv categoric al comment.
QUESTION: That is speaking about Americans ,
and I think we understand that.
But is there any policy
about the potential evacuatio n of South Vietnames e?
THE PRESIDENT : Excuse me.
In my speech last
Thursday, I indicated there are a number of South Vietnames e
who, over a period of almost two decades, have stood with
us in various official capacitie s -- long-time employees
of the Federal Governmen t, our Governmen t, Hho have been
dedicated to the cause that not I, but a number of
President s, have pursued.
I think we have an obligation to them. To the
extent that I can, under the law, or hopefully if the law
is clarified , I think we have a responsib ility to them.
But I don't think I ought to talk about an evacuatio n.
I
hope we are in a position where we can clarify or stabilize
the situation and get a negotiated settlemen t that wouldn't
put their lives in jeopardy.
QUESTION: Mr. President , you have talked a great
deal about the moral obligation of this country to provide
more militarv arms for South Vietnam. But what about
the moral obligation to the suffering people of that
country, the moral obligation to end that w~r?
THE P~ESIDENT: Mr. Reston, the agreement which
was signed, I think, by 12 nations in Januarv of 1973 in
Paris -- and I Has there, I saw the signing :__ was
accomplish ed with the expectatio n that that war would
end.
If the agreement had been lived up to, the war
would not nou be going on.
HORE
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We have continued in various ways to try and achieve
a cease-fire and I can assure you that we intend to continue
those efforts.
But it is tragic, in my judgment, that what
everybody thought was good in January of 1973 has
been violated and now we are faced with a terrible
catastrophy at the present time.
QUESTION: But would we not then a year from
now, or five years from now, still have the same moral
obligation you speak of?
THE PRESIDENT: It is my best judgment, based on
experts within the Administration, both economic and
military, that if we had made available for the next
three years reasonable sums of military aid and economic
assistance that South Vietnam would have been viable, that
it could have met any of its economic problems, could have
met any military challenges.
This is another of the tragedies. For just a
relatively small additional commitment in economic and
military aid, relatively small compared to the $150 billion
that we spent, that at the last minute of the last quarter
we don't make that special effort and now we are faced with
this human tragedy. It just makes me sick every day I
hear about it, read about it and see it.
QUESTION: Mr. President, a political question:
You have some interest, I uelieve, in 1976, and there is
some doubt about the Hisdom of some of the primary laws that
have been enacted.
primary
better?

I wonder, do you place vour confidence in
or do you like the convention
system

th~

l~7S

THE PRESIDENT: Mr. Kirkpatrick, I have alt.vays
enjoyed a good election contest. I certainly would not
lift my hand to try and get any State to do away with a
Presidential primary election law.
I think a good contest is helpful for the public,
for the candidate, and I would not, under any circumstances,
try to undermine the decision,ofany State to continue
its Presidential prinary legislation.
THE PRESS:

Thank you, Mr. President.
END
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THE WHITE HOUSE
EXECUTIVE ORDER

ESTABLISHING THE PRESIDENT'S
ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON REFUGEES
Since the arrival of the first settlers on our eastern
seaboard nearly 400 years ago, America has been a refuge
for victims of persecuti on, intoleranc e and privation from
around the world. Tide after tide of immigrant s has settled
here and each group has enriched our heritage and added to
our well-bein g as a nation.
For many residents of Southeast Asia who stood by
America as an ally and who have lost their homeland in the
tragic developme nts of the past few weeks, America offers a
last, best hope upon which they can build new lives. We are
a big country and their numbers are proportio nately small.
We must open our doors and our hearts.
The arrival of thousands of refugees, mostly childrenJ
will require many adjustmen ts on their part and considera ble
assistanc e on ours. But it is in our best interest as well
as theirs to make this transition as gracious and efficient
as humanly possible.
I have determine d that it would be in the public interest
to establish an advisory committee to the President on the
resettlem ent in the United States of refugees from Indochina .
NOW, THEREFORE, by virtue of the authority vested in me
by the Constitut ion and statutes of the United States 3 and
as President of the United States, it is ordered as follows:
Section 1. Establishm ent of a President ial Advisory
Committee . There is hereby establishe d the President 's
Advisory Committee on Refugees, hereinaft er referred to as
the Committee . The Committee shall be composed of such
citizens from private life as the President may, from time
to time, appoint. The President shall designate one member
of the Committee to serve as chairman.
Sec. 2. Functions of the Advisory Committee . The
Committee shall advise the President and the heads of appropriate Federal agencies concernin g the expeditiou s and
coordinate d resettlem ent of refugees from Southeast Asia.
The Committee shall include in its advice, considera tion of
the following areas:
(a) Health and environme ntal matters related to
resettlem ent;
(b) the interrelat ionship of the governmen tal and
volunteer roles in the resettlement~
(c) education al and cultural adjustmen ts required by
these efforts;
more

2

(d) the genera l well - being of resettl ed refuge es
and their familie s in their new Americ an commu nities ; and
(e) such other related concer ns as the Presid ent may,
from time to time, specify .
The Commi ttee shall also seek to facilit ate the locatio n,
solici tation , and channe ling of private resourc es for these
resettl ement effort s, and to establ ish lines of commu nication
with all concern ed govern mental agencies~ releva nt volunt ary
agenci es, the Vietnam ese-Am erican commun ity and the Americ an
public at large. The Commi ttee shall conclud e its work
within one year.
Sec. 3.

Assist ance, Coope ration, and Expens es.

(a) All execut ive departm ents and agenci es of the Federa l
govern ment, to the extent permit ted by law, are directe d to
cooper ate with the Commi ttee and to furnish such inform ation,
facili ties, funds, and assista nce as the Commi ttee may requir e.
(b) No member of the Commi ttee shall receive compen sation
from the United States by reason of servic e on the Commi ttee,
but may, to the extent permit ted by law, be allowed travel
expens es, includ ing per diem in lieu of subsis tence, as
author ized by law (5 U.S.C. 5703).
Sec. 4. Federa l Adviso ry Commi ttee Act. Notwit hstand ing
the provis ions of any other Execut ive order, the functio ns
of the Presid ent under the Federa l Adviso ry Commi ttee Act
(5 U.S.C. App. 1), except that of report ing annual ly to
Congre ss, which are applic able to the adviso ry commit tee
establi shed by this Order, shall be perform ed by the
Secret ary of Health , Educat ion, and Welfar e.

GERALD R. FORD

THE WHITE HOUSE,
May 19, 1 97 5.
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THE WHITE HOUSE -' ...
The Pr~siclent today. _a nnounce d the appob:itrn~nt of se~enteen· :p-er•sons
as memb~r.s of the Preside nt's Advisor y' Commi ttee on Refugee ·s-: •• · · ...·
They are :
f'

"! :"' .

;

r

:• J'?-8ep,h_L. Alioto,.. -of San Francis eo, -Califor nia, Mayor, CitY ' ·
of San Francis co.
.Archbis hop Joseph Bernard in, of the Distric t of Columb ia,
Preside nt, United States Catholi c Confere nce.
Ashby Boyle, of Salt Lake City, Utah, Student , Univers ity of Utah;
Nationa l Youth Chairm an, March of Dimes.
Dr. W. Sterling Cary, of Hinsdal e, Illinois , Preside nt, Nationa l
Council of Church es.
John Denver , of Aspen, Colorad o, Profess ional Singer •
.Ambas sador John Eisenho wer, of Phoenix ville, Pennsy lvania,
forrrer Ambass ador l:o Belgium .
Mrs. Gaetana Enders , of the Distric t of Columb ia, wife of
Assista nt Secreta ry of State Thomas 0. Enders .
Govern or Daniel Evans, of Olympi a, Washin gton, Govern or
of the State of Washin gton.
I · :cu rice Fer r e ,
of Miami.

of Miami, Florida , Mayor of the city

Minor George , of Parma, Ohio, busines sman.
Edgar F. Kaiser, of Oakland , Califor nia, corpora tion executiv e
of Kaiser Industr ies.
Philip M. Klutznic k, of Chicago , Illinois , former membe r of
United States delegat ion to the United Nations .
William J. Kuhfuss , of Mackin aw, Illinois , Preside nt, Americ an
Farm Bureau .
George Meany, of Bethesd a, Marylan d, Preside nt of Americ an
Federat ion of Labor and the Congre ss of Industr ial Organiz ations.
Clarke Reed, of Greenv ille, Mississ ippi, busines sman and
Republi can Nationa l Commi tteeman .
Dr. Malcolm Todd, of Long Beach, Californ ia, physici an and
Preside nt of Am.erie an Medica l Associa tion.
(MORE)

( OVIER )

- 2 Elder A. Theodo re Tuttle, of Salt Lake City, Utah. The First
Council of the Seventy , The Church of Jesus Christ of Latterday Saints.
·
The Preside nt today also d~signated Ambass ador Eiseaho wet as
Chatrm. an of the Preside. nt'.e.-Ad visory Commi ttee on Refugee a.
The Commi ttee will advise the Preside nt and the heads of appi'Op, .iate
federal agencie s concern ing the- expedit iou• and coo-.rdJn ated re•.U.- neat
of refugee s from Southea st Asia.
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Members of the Con gres s, mem bers of the Adv
bers
mem
hme nt,
Com mitt ee, mem bers of the Fed eral esta blis
:
who are here just to par tici pate
to
It is a grea t priv ileg e and plea sure for me
sion . I
welc ome you .to the Whi te Hou se on this occa
Wash~ngton on
def init ely aci .gra tefu l for you r com ing to
is of the
this -occ asio n on such sho rt not ice, but time
esse nce .
Exe cuti ve
If I mig ht, I wou ld like to now sign the
t.
poin
Ord er and make a few com men ts at a late r
d some
We have a big job to do, and we have aske
soc iety to
outs tand ing peop le from all segm ents of our
to have John
par tici pate . I am deli ghte d, of cou rse,
in Gov ernm ent,
Eise nhow er act as Ch~irman. His experien~e to mee t this
try
his lead ersh ip, wil l be inva luab le as we
full y as
crit ica l prob lem as quic kly and as· suc cess
pos sibl e.
segm ents
We got a grea t dea l of supp ort from many
when we rece ived
of our soc iety . I was extr eme ly plea sed
. I am sorr y
-CIO
a tele gram from Geo rge Meany of the AFL
repr esen ted.
Geo rge coul d not be here , but he is wel l
ons
We rece ived a num ber of othe r com mun icati
icul ture ,
from indi vidu als and grou ps -- bus ines s, agr aniz atio ns,
org
ch
chur
pro fess ions , labo r, of cou rse, many
and the resp onse
Gov ernm ent, Stat e as wel l as mun icip al -enco urag ing
has real ly been mos t hear twar min g and very
an opp ortu nity
had
to thos e of us who felt that our cou ntry
we have had
to agai n reas sert the open door poli cy that
to come to
for so long on beh alf of peop le who wan ted
this grea t land .
It seem s to me that as we look back ove r our
the
Nat ion' s hist ory mos t, if not all of us, are
from a
come
that
ben efic iari es of the opp ortu niti es
cou ntry that has an open doo r.
MORE
(OVER)

' -- ·- --~!

Page 2
In one way or another, all of us are immigrants,
and the strength of America over the years has been our ,
diversity; diversity of all kinds of variations -religion, ethnic and otherwise.
I recall very vividly a statement that seems
apropos at this time, that the beauty of Joseph's coat
is its many colo~s. The strength of America is its
diversity.

The people that we are welcoming today, the
individuals who are on Guam or in Camp Pendleton or
Eglin Air Force Base, are individuals who can contribute
significantly to our society in the future. They are
people of talent, they are industrious, they are
individuals who wai)t freedom, and I believe they will
make a contribution now and in the future to a ·· better
America .
. We do have some difficulties in trying to
assimilate as quickly as possible some 100,000 plus, but
the Congress has r .e sponded, organizations are participating, administrative people are workihg literally night
and day, and the net result is we are making headway and
progress.
....

I don't ' mean to discount the problems, but all
of you, and those that you represent, can help tremendously
''
in the days · ahead.
. I can assure you that we will give maidmum
attention, we will make every conceivable effort, to see
to it that your job is made easier so that our new friends
can start a new life in this great country. We are a
big country.

Some 35,000 heads of family are joining us.
Sixty-five percent of those who are coming are children.
They deserve a better chance. They deserve the warmt·f t · and
··'·'
the friendship which is typical of America.
I just thank all of you for what you have done
and what . _yo.u will do in ~al<;ing thi~ · job easier and better
for peopl·-= ,that we want as · goo a·- Americans.
.

'

Th~nk

. •,

'

you

v~ry,

~

'

I

..

very much.
,~

END

(AT 12:13 P.M . . EDT)

- ...

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

MAY 19, 1975

OFFICE OF THE WHITE HOUSE PRESS SECRETARY

THE WHITE HOUSE
REMARKS OF THE PRESIDENT
TO THE
ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON REFUGEES
THE EAST ROOM
12:07 P.M.

EDT

Members of the Congre ss, member s of the Adviso ry
Commi ttee, member s of the Federa l establi shmen t, member s
who are here just to partic ipate:
It is a great privile ge and pleasu re for me to
welcom e you to the VJhite House on this occasio n. I
defini tely am gratef ul for your coming to Wash~ngton on
this occasio n on such short notice , but time is of the
essenc e.
If I might, I would like to now sign the Execut ive
Order and make a few commen ts at a later point.
We have a big job to do, and we have asked some
outstan ding people from all segmen ts of our society to
partic ipate. I am deligh ted, of course , to have John
Eisenho wer act as Chairm an. His experie nce in Govern ment,
his leader ship, will be invalu able as we try to meet this
critic al problem as quickly and as succes sfully as
possib le.
We got a great deal of suppor t from many segmen ts
of our society . I was extrem ely pleased when we receive d
a telegra m from George Meany of the AFL-CIO. I am sorry
George could not be here, but he is well represe nted.
We receive d a number of other co~~unications
from individ uals and groups -- busine ss, agricu lture,
profes sions, labor, of course , many church organi zation s,
Govern ment, State as well as munici pal -- and the respon se
has really been most heartwa rming and very encour aging
to those of us who felt that our country had an opport unity
to again reasse rt the open door policy that we have had
for so long on behalf of people who wanted to come to
this great land.
It seems to me that as we look back over our
Nation 's history most, if not all of us, are the
benefi ciaries of the opport unities that come from a
country that has an open door.
MORE

Page 2
In one way or another, all of us are immigrants,
and the strength of America over the years has been our
diversity; diversity of all kinds of variati~ns -religion, ethnic and otherwise.
I recall very vividly a statement ~hat seems
apropos at this time, that the beauty of Jos · ·ph's coat
is its many colors. The strength of America is its
diversity.
The people that we are welcoming today, the
individuals who are on Guam or in Camp Pendleton or
Eglin Air Force Base, are individuals who can contribute
significantly to our society in the future. They are
people of talent, they are industrious, they are
individuals who want freedom, and I believe they will
make a contribution now and in the future to a better
America.
We do have some difficulties in trying to
assimilate as quickly as possible some 100,000 plus, but
the Congress has responded, organizations are participating, administrative people are working literally night
and day, and the net result is we are making headway and
progress.
I don't mean to discount the problems, but all
of you, and those that you represent, can help tremendously
in the days ahead.
I can assure you that we will give maximum
attention, we will make every conceivable effort, to see
to it that your job is made easier so that our new friends
can start a new life in this great country. We are a
big country.
Some 35,000 heads of family are joining us.
Sixty-five percent of those who are coming are children.
They deserve a better chance. They deserve the warmth and
the friendship which is typical of America.
I just thank all of you for what you have done
and what you will do in making this job easier and better
for people that we want as good Americans.
Thank you very, very much.
END
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THE WHITE HOUSE
EXECUTIVE ORDER

ESTABLISHING THE PRESIDENT'S
ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON REFUGEES
Since the arriv al of the first settl ers on
easte rn
seabo ard nearl y 400 years ago, Amer ica has been our
a refug e
for victim s of perse cutio n, intol eranc e and priva tion from
aroun d the world . Tide after tide of immi grant s has settl
here and each group has enric hed our herit age and added toed
our well- being as a natio n.
For many resid ents of South east Asia who stood
Amer ica as an ally and who have lost their home land by
in the
tragi c devel opme nts of the past few \..reeks, Amer ica offer
last, best hope upon which they can build new lives . We s a
a big count ry and their numb ers are propo rtion ately smallare
.
We must open our doors and our heart s.
The arriv al of thous ands of refug ees, mostl child ren,
will requi re many adjus tmen ts on their part and yconsi
derab
assis tance on ours. But it is in our best inter est as wellle
as their s to make this trans ition as graci ous and effic ient
as human ly possi ble.
I have deter mined that it would be in the publi c inter est
to estab lish an advis ory comm ittee to the Presi dent
on the
reset tleme nt in the Unite d State s of refug ees from Indoc
hina.
NOW, THEREFORE, by virtu e of the autho rity veste in me
by the Cons tituti on and statu tes of the Unite d State s,d and
as Presi dent of the Unite d State s, it is order ed as follow
s:
Secti on 1. Estab lishm ent of a Presi denti al Advis
Comm ittee. There is hereb y estab lishe d the Presi dent' sory
Advis ory Comm ittee on Refug ees, herei nafte r refer red to as
the Comm ittee. The Comm ittee shall be compo sed of
such
citiz ens from priva te life as the Presi dent may, from time
to time, appo int. The Presi dent shall desig nate one memb
er
of the Comm ittee to serve as chairm an.
Sec. 2. Func tions of the Advis ory Comm ittee.
Comm ittee shall advis e the Presi dent and the heads ofTheappro
priat e Fede ral agenc ies conce rning the exped itious and
coord inate d reset tleme nt of refug ees from South
Asia.
The Comm ittee shall inclu de in its advic e, consieast
derat
ion of
the follow ing areas :
(a) Healt h and envir onme ntal matte rs relat ed to
reset tleme nt;
(b) the inter relat ionsh ip of the gover nmen tal and
volun teer roles in the resettlement~
(c) educ ation al and cultu ral adjus tmen ts requi red by
these effor ts;
more

2

(d) the general well-bei ng of resettle d refugees
and their families in their new American commun ities; and
(e) such other related concerns as the Presiden t may,
from time to time, specify .
The Committ ee shall also seek to facilita te the location ,
solicita tion, and channel ing of private resource s for these
r~settlement efforts, and to establis h lines of commun ication
w1th all concerne d governm ental agencie s, relevan t voluntar y
agencie s, the Vietnam ese-Ame rican communi ty and the American
public at large. The Committ ee shall conclude its work
within one year.
Sec. 3.

Assistan ce, Coopera tion, and Expense s.

(a) All executiv e departm ents and agencies of the Federal
governm ent, to the extent permitte d by law, are directed to
coopera te with the Co~mittee and to furnish such informa tion,
faciliti es, funds, and assistan ce as the Committ ee may require.
(b) No member of the Committ ee shall receive compens ation
from the United States by reason of service on the Committ eej
but may, to the extent permitte d by law, be allowed travel
expense s, includin g per diem in lieu of subsiste nce, as
authoriz ed by law (5 U.S.C. 5703).
Sec. 4. Federal Advisory Committ ee Act. Notwith standing
the provisio ns of any other Executiv e order, the function s
of the Presiden t under the Federal Advisory Committ ee Act
(5 U.S.C. App. 1), except that of reportin g annually to
Congres s, which are applica ble to the advisory committe e
establis hed by this Order, shall be performe d by the
Secretar y of Health, Educatio n, and Welfare .

GERALD R. FORD

THE WHITE HOUSE,
~ay

19, 1975.
#

#

#

#

#

. .__.....

MAY 19, 1975

FOR IMMEDIATE .RELEASE

OFFICE OF THE WHITE HOUSE PRESS SECRETARY

THE HHITE HOUSE
REMARKS OF THE, PRESIDENT
TO THE
ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON REFUGEES
THE EAST ROOM
12 : 0 7 P . M.

EDT

Members of the Congress, members of the Advisory
Committee, members of the Pe·deral establishment, members
who are here just to participate:
It is a great privilege and pleasure for me to
welcome you to the .Vlhite House on this occasion. I
definitely am grateful for your coming to Wash~ngton on
this occasion on such short notice, but time is of the
es·sence.
If I might, I would like to now sign the Executive
Order and make a few comments at a later point.
We have a big job to do, and we have asked some
outstanding people from all segments of our society to
participate. I am delighted, of course, to have John
Eisenhower act as Chairman. His experience in Government,
his leadership, will be invaluable as we try to meet this
critical problem as quickly and as successfully as
possible.
We got a great deal of support from many segments
of our society. I was extremely pleased when we received
a telegram from George Meanv
- of the AFL-CIO. I am sorry
'
he is well represented.
but
George could not be here,
We received a number of other communications
from individuals and groups -- business, agriculture,
professions, labor, of course, many church organizations,
Government, State as well as municipal -- and the response
has really been most heartwarming and very encouraging
to those of us who felt that our country had an opportunity
to again reassert the open door policy that we have had
for so long on behalf of people who wanted to come to
this great land.
It seems to me that as we look back over our
Nation's history most, if not all of us, are the
beneficiaries of the opportunities that come from a
country that has an open door.
MORE
(OVER)
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In one way or another, all of us are immigrants,
and the strength of America ~ver the years has been our
diversity; diversity of all kinds of variations -religion, ethnic and otherwise.
I recall very vividly a statement that seems
apropos at this time, that the beauty of Joseph's coat
is its many colors. The strength of America is its
diversity.
The people that we are welcoming today, the
individuals who are on Guam or in Camp Pendleton or
Eglin Air Force Base, are individuals who can contribute
significantly to our society in the future.
They are
people 9f talent, they are industrious, they are
individu~ls who want freedom, and I believe they will
make a contribution now and in the future to a better
America.
We do have some difficulties in trying to
assimilate as quickly as possible some 100,000 plus, but
the Congress has responded, organizations are participating, administrative people are working literally night
and day, and the net result is we are making headway and
progress.
I don't mean to discount the problems, but all
of you, and those that you represent, can help tremendously
in the days ahead.
I can assure you that we will give . maximum
attention, we will make every conceivable effort, to see
to it that your job is made easier so that our new friends
can start a new life in this great country. We are a
big country.
Some 35,000 heads of family are joining us.
Sixty-five percent of those who are coming are children.
They deserve a better chance. They deserve the warmth and
the friendship which is typical of America.
I just thank all of you for what you have done
and what you will do in making this job easier and better
for people that we want as good Americans.
Thank you very, very much.
END
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The President today annou~ced the. appoi.l\il'lJent of seven~_een per,so~s :
as member's' of' the President's Advisory Conlmittee on Refugees.
They are :
j:

. ' .· ·

~

Jdseph L. ! Alioto;· of San Francisco, Caii~orni~, M.~yor, Cit_Y.., .
of San Francisco.
Archbishop Joseph Bernardin, of the District of Columbia,
President, United States Catholic Conference.
Ashby Boyle, of Salt Lake City, Utah, Student, University of Utah;
National Youth Chairman, March of Dimes.
Dr. W. Sterling Cary, of Hinsdale, Illinois, President, National
Council of Churches.
John Denver, of Aspen, Colorado, Professional Singer •
.Ambassador John Eisenhower, of Phoenixville, Pennsylvania,
former Ambassador +:o Belgium.
Mrs. Gaetana Enders, of the District of Columbia, wife of
Assistant Secretary of State Thomas 0. Enders.
Governor Daniel Evans, of Olympia, Washington, Governor
of the State of Washington.
J: · =:.,.;;::· i ce F er r e ,

of Miami, Florida, Mayor of the city

of Miami.
Minor George, of Parma, Ohio, businessman.
Edgar F. Kaiser, of Oakland, California, corporation executive
of Kaiser Industries.
Philip M. Klutznick. of Chicago, Illinois, forrrer member of
United States delegation to the United Nations.
William J. Kuhfuss, of Mackinaw, Illinois, President, American
Farm Bureau.
George Meany, of Bethesda, Maryland, President of American
Federation of Labor and the Congress of Industrial Organizations.
Clarke Reed, of Greenville, Mississippi, businessman and
Republican National Committeeman .
Dr. Malcolm Todd, of Long Beach, California, physician and
President of Ame:rkan Medical Association.
(MORE)

(OVER )

- 2 Elder A. Theodore Tuttle, of Salt Lake City, Utah, The First
Council of the Seventy, The Church of Jesus Christ of Latterday Saints.
The President today also designated Ambassador Eisenhower as
Chairman of the President's Advisory CommiUee on Refugees.
The Committee will advise the President and the heads of appt'Op.riate
federal agencies concerning the expeditious- and coo-rdinated resettl~eat
of refugees from Southeast Asia •
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The President today announced the appointment of seventeen persons
as members of the President's Advisory Committee on Refugees.
They are:
Joseph L. Alioto, of San Francisco, California, Mayor, City
of San Francisco.
Archbishop Joseph Bernardin, of the District of Columbia,
President, United States Catholic Conference.
Ashby Boyle, of Salt Lake City, Utah, Student, University of Utah;
National Youth Chairman, March of Dimes.
Dr. W. Sterling Cary, of Hinsdale, Illinois, President, National
Council of Churches.
John Denver, of Aspen, Colorado, Professional Singer •
.Ambassador John Eisenhower, of Phoenixville, Pennsylvania,
forn-Er Ambassador to Belgium.
Mrs. Gaetana Enders, of the District of Columbia, wife of
Assistant Secretary of State Thomas 0. Enders.
Governor Daniel Evans, of Olympia, Washington, Governor
of the State of Washington.
~

· 'O'.urice Ferre,

of Miami, Florida, Mayor of the city

of Miami.
Minor George, of Parma, Ohio, businessman.
Edgar F. Kaiser, of Oakland, California, corporation executive
of Kaiser Industries.
Philip M. Klutznick. of Chicago, Illinois, farnEr member of
United States delegation to the United Nations.
William J. Kuhfuss, of Mackinaw, Illinois, President, American
Farm Bureau.
George Meany, of Bethesda, Maryland, President of American
Federation of Labor and the Congress of Industrial Organizations.
Clarke Reed, of Greenville, Mississippi, businessman and
Republican National Committeeman.
Dr. Malcolm Todd, of Long Beach, California, physician and
President of American Medical Association.
(MORE)

- 2 Elder A. Theod ore Tuttle, of Salt Lake City, Utah, The First
Counc il of the Sevent y, The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter day Saints.
The Presid ent today also design ated Ambas sador Eisenh ower as
Chairm an of the Presid ent's Adviso ry Comm ittee on Refug ees.
The Comm ittee will advise the Presid ent and the heads of approp riate
federa l agenci es concer ning the expedi tious and coordi nated resettl ement
of refuge es from Southe ast Asia.
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