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The data on which this Chartbook are based come from a variety of survey 
and other sources. Data from sample surveys are subject to sampling 
error, and the data from all sources are subject to possible nonsampling 
error due to nonresponse, reporting, and analysis error. The tables and 
charts are believed to be useful within the limits of such errors. 
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- Hobbies, Sports, Music, etc. . ...••.••..........••..•........ 

0.3.4 Attendance at Cultural Events 
- Plays, Galleries, Motion Pictures .•..............••...•......•. 
- Concerts, Museums, etc. . .•.•....•.........•..........••.•. 
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A.1.5-Expenditures for New Plant 
and Equi oment 

Seasonally Adjustea Annual Rates 

(

Q <,.... TI1is Ch~c Change 
~ ~} Period Last Per. Year Ago 

All Industries · ~ l>. $118.1 3. Wo ~. Wo 
Bi 11 ions Nonmanuf acturin& _,)~ y $67 . 5 3 . 07. 6 . 07. Billions 

of Dollars Manufacturing ~ $50 . 6 Z.Wo 3 . 8% of Dollars 
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A. 1. 5-Expenditures for New Plant and Equip:ment 
Actual 191l 

Actual 1975 
r44~4' 

Billions of 
Dollars 
140 

Expected 1976 

100 

00 

80 

121. 2 
112 .4 112.8 

All Industries Manufacturing Nonmanufacturing 
Source: Bureau of F.conomic Analysis 

13 September 1976 

• Actual spendi ng for New Plant and Equipment by All industries rose 
more during t he second quarter of 1976 t han during t he first. · 

• Up 3.0 percent compared to 2.6 percent in the first quarter, to 
a seasonally adjusted annual rate of $118.l billion. 

• Projections indicate increases of 4.1 percent and 3.3 percent 
in the third and fourth quarters for a tota l annual outl ay of 
$121.2 billion . This is an i ncrease of 7.4 percent since 1975 
and is little changed from the projection reported in the April­
May survey. 

• Actual spending by Manufacturing Industries rose more slowly during 
the second quarter than in the first--up 2.9 percent compared to 5.1 
percent. 

• Spending plans indicate increases of 6.3 percent and 4.6 percent 
in t he third and fourth quarters for a total expenditure of $52 .8 
billion for the year . 

• Spending by Nonmanufacturing Industries rose more in the second quarter 
than in the first- - up 3.0 percent compared to 0.8 percent. 

• Increases of 2. 5 percent and 2. 3 percent are projected for the 
third and fourth quarters for a total annual outlay of $68.4 
billion . 



D l 11 lons 
of Doll a r s 

25 

20 

15 

10 

5 

0 

Bi l lions 
of Dollars 

35 

30 

25 

20 

15 

10 

5 

0 

A .. 1.5- Expend.itures for New Plan· 
and Equion~ent 

Components of Durab1e Manufacturing 

TI1ls Chanr.c Chanr.c 
Period Last Per. Year Ao 

Durable Manufacturing $22 . ~ 4 . 2% -0 . 2% 
Primar y Metals 5 . 8 4- ; 5% - 10 . 7% 
Transportation Equipment 3 . 5 6.8% 3 . 3% , __ 
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Components of Nondurable Manufacturing 
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Source: Bureau of Economlc Anal~is 

13 September 1976 
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A.l.5- Exper1ditures for New Plant 
and Equipment 

Components of fionmanufacturing 

'Ihh Change Change 
Billiom1 Period La:1t Per . Year A~o Billions 

of Do 11 ars Total Tra n sportation $8 ; 2 25 . W. 16 • 9"7. of Dolla~ 
10~~~~~--~~~~...,.-~~~~....-~~~~...-~~~~.,.-~-r-~~rlO 
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Source: Bureau of F.conomic Analy:rls 
13 September 1976 

. . 

1974 1975 

• Actual spending by Manufacturers of Durable Goods rose 4.2 percent 
in the second quarter compared to 2. 7 percent in the first quarter. 

•Largest dollar increases were reported in Primary Metals (up 4.5 
percent) and Transportation Equipment (up 6.8 percent). 

2 

• Spending plans indicate a 6.8 percent gain in the third quarter 
and a 3.0 percent rise in the fourth quarter for a total .annual 
outlay of $23.4 billion . 

• Spending by Nondurable Manufacturers ~ which advanced 7.1 percent in 
the first quarter~ rose only 1.8 percent during the second quarter. 

•.Largest increases were posted in the Food and Paper industries. 

• Estimates indicate increases of 5.8 percent and 3.9 percent in 
the third and fourth quarters , res pectively. 

• Spending by all Transportation industries, which had declined in the 
first quarter, advanced 25.8 percent during the second quarter, account­
ing for about four-fifths of the total increase in Nonmanufacturi rig 
Industries . 

•Spending is expected to decline in the third and fourth quarters. 



A.3.1-Average W or l<:week 
TI1i s Chan~e Change 

Period Last Per . Year Ago 
Mining 39 . 8 -7 . 0% -4. 87. 

Average Manufacturing 39 . 9 -0.7% 0.5% Average 
Weekly Hours Total Private Nonagricultural 36 . Z O. 0% 0 . 0% Weekly Hour.s 
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This Change Chang """/ 

Components of Manufacturing 

Period Last Per. Year Ago 
Aver ag c Durable 40 . 8 0 . 07. L 57. Average . 

Weekly Hours Nondurable 39.0 -0.3% -0.8% Weekly Hour.s 
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A.3.l---·.Average Overtime . 
lll Ma1~uf acturing 

This Q1ange Olange 
Period Last Per. Year Ago 

Hours Factory Overtime 3. O -6 . 3% 7. 1% Hour.s 
4 .0 --------.--------.------------------.-------.-----..- 4-.0 
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Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics 
13 September 1976 

1974- 1975 

• The Average Workweek for all production and nonsuperv 
remained at 36 . 2 hours in August for the third time in 
months . 

1976 

G Offsetting movements occurred among the major industry components. 

• The workweek in Mining, dropping 3 hours, showed the largest 
decline . 

• After 3 consecutive months at 40.2 hours, the manufacturing 
workweek dropped to 39 . 9 hours . 

• Most of the drop occurred in the overtime component, which 
declined 0. 2 hour to 3 hours . · 

0 Durable Goods industries remained unchanged at 40.8 hours; 
Nondurable Goods decreased 0.1 hour to 39.0 hours. 

• Small increases in average workweek were recorded in several other 
component industries . 
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A.4.6-Retail Sales 

Total Sales 
Total ExcludinA & 

Automotive roup 
Nondurable Goods 
Durable Goods - --
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•Total Retail Sales, rebounding from the July decline, advanced $1.2 
billion (2.3 percent) in August to an estimated $55.0 billion . 

•The July decrease, original·ly estimated at 1 .2 percent, was 
revised to 0.3 percent on the basis of more complete data . 

•Almost all of the reporting groups posted gains over the month, 
with about 45 percent of the total i ncrease centered in Sales of 
Automotive Dealers. 

•Total Sales Excluding the Automotive Group, which were virtually un­
changed in July , rose $670 million (1 . 5 percent) in August to $44.l 
billion . 

•Sales of Durabl e Goods, which had s lipped $124 million in July , rose 
$668 million (3.8 percent) to $18 .3 bi llion . 

•Estimates fo r August ind icate a 19 . 1 percent gain since August 
1975 . 

•Sales of Nondurable Goods increased $560 million (1.6 percent) to $36.7 
billion . 

•Up abou t 6. 7 percent s ince a year earli er . 



A.4-.6-Retail Sales 
Selected Durable Goods 

This Change Change 
Period Last Per. Year Ago 

. Bi 11 ions Autom otive Dealers $ 10 . 9 5 . 4-% 23 . 6% Billions 
of Dollars Furniture and Appliance Group $2.5 2.9% 13.Z7o of Dollars 
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Period Last er . Year Aao 
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Food Stores, Total $11 . 8 0 . 97. !) . 87. 
General Merchandise Billions 

of Dollars Group, Total $8.7 3.3% 7.7% of Dollars 
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•Sales of Automotive Dealers posted the largest gain since ~ebruary, 
up $558 million to $10.9 billion, eclipsing the previous high reported 
in April of this year. 

• Up 23.6 percent since August 1975. 

•Among Nondurable Goods industries : 

• The increase of $317 mi 11 ion in sales of the Genera 1 Merchandise 
Group accounted for about half of the total increase in Non­
durable Goods. 

• August sales, estimated at a new highof$8.7 billion, were 
about 7.7 percent above August 1975 . 

•Sales of Food Stores rose $111 million (0.9 percent) to $11.8 billion. 



A.4.7-Sales of Merchant Wholesalers 
/~ii R l> Thh Ch~e Q}Anoe 
/~' <,,, -~ 

1Q di Period Last er . Year Ago 
Total 1 ..... 40. 6 -0 . !'j% 11. 0% 

B 1111 ons Nondurable Goods 1 ~ 23. 1 - 0, 47. 9, 7% Billions 
of Do 11 ar s Durable Goods ..i>~ l 7 . 5 - 0. 6% 14. 3% of Dollars 
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A.4.7- Irwentories of Merchant Wholesalers 
This Change Change 

Period Last Per. Year Aeo 
Total 4-8. 7 0.1% 9.1% 

B 1111 ons Durable Goods z g . 5 o. 1% a. 1% Blllions 
of Dollars Nondurable Goods 19.2 0.1% 10.5% of Dollars 
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• Following a downward-revised $1 .4 billion gain in June, Sales of 
Merchant Whol esa l ers dec lined $186 million (0 . 5 percent) in July to 
$40.6 billion . 

• Sales of Durable Goods , chiefly reflecting declines in Sales of 
Electrical Goods and Metals and Metal work , declined $101 million 
(0.6 percent) to $17.5 billion . 

•Sales of Nondurable Goods slipped $85 million to $23.l billion . 

•Inventories rose a modest $60 milli on (O.l percent) in July, t'ie 
smaJ,1 est increase in 7 months . 

• The July rise fo llows increases of $973 million and $846 million 
in May and June, respectively . 

eDura ble Inventories increased $34 million to $29.5 billion and 
Nondurable Inventories edged up $26 million to $19.2 billion . 
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A.10.3- Consumer Installment Credit 
Extensions and Liquidations 

Consumer Installment 
Credit Extended 

Cornmmer Installment 
Credit Liquidated 

This 
Period 

$1!) . 2 

$13 . 9 

Ol~e 
Last Per. 

Olange 
Year A&O 

-2 . 37. 8 · 27. 
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A.10.3- Net Change in Consumer Installment 

Bi 11 ions 
of Dollars 

Credit Outstanding ~ 
This 

Period 
$1 . 30 Total Installment Credit .:1 

/ 

Billions 
of Dollars 
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• TuLal Consumer Instal lment Credit Extended dec reased $352 million 
(2.3 percent) in July to $15.2 billion. 

• Tota l Liqui dati ons dec lined $324 mill ion (2.3 percent) to $13.9 billion. 

•As a resul t, total Outs t and i ng Credit was expanded by $1 .3 bill ion in 
July, t he smal lest increase si nce February . 

• Growth i n Automobile and Bank-Card Credit exceeded the June 
figures, but was offset by small er gains in Home Improvement and 
"All Other" credit . 
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