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A.2.1 - Unemployment Rate 

THIS 
PERirJO 

ALL VCJRKERS 8.3% 
HOUSEHOLD HEADS 5o7% 
MARRIED MEN 1.7% 

1971 1972 1973 

S~URCEg BUREAU ~F LABOR STATISTICS 
12 JANUARY 1975 

CHANGE 
LAST PER. 

0.0% 
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CHANGE 
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A.L.1 - L1v111a11 L..u..,; ..... 1 urce and Employrn~a at. 

THIS CHANGE 
PERIOD LAST PER. 

CHANGE 
YEAR AGCI 

MILLWNS 
OF PERSONS 

T~TAL CIVILIAN LAB~R F~RCE 
TOTAL CIVILIAN EMPLOYMENT 

93. 3 
85. 5 

0. 3% 
0. 3% 

1.6% 
0. 1% 

95 

85 

80 

75 
19 71 1972 1973 

S~URCEg BUREAU DF LAB~R STATISTICS 
12 JANUARY 1975 

1971 1975 

8> The Unemployment Rate was unchanged in December at 8 .• 3 percent of the 
Total Civilian la bo r Force. 

g Over the past six months the overall jobless rate has exhibited 
1 ittl e movement. 

~ For an of 1975 '.; the Nation as jobless rate averaged 8.5 percent, 
up sharply from the 5.6 percent average of 1974 and the highest 
since 194L 

g Joblessness among Married Men declined for the .third straight month , 
dropping below 5 percent for the first time since the turnaround began . 

~ The rate for Household Heads was little changed . 

Q The Civilian labor Force resumed its relatively strong growth pattern 
of recent months~ rising by 300,000 persons in December after posting 
a 464,000 decline i n November . 

@Total Employment rose by 230~000 to 85.5 billion after little 
change since August o 
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A.2.1 - Unemployment Rate by Age, Sex, and Race 
Males, 20 Years and Over 

ADULT MALES,NEGRCJ ANO 
CJTHER RACES 

ADULT MALES 9 VHITE 

THIS CHANGE CHANGE 
PERIDO LAST PER. YEAR AGCJ 

11. 9% -5.6% 28.0% 

-6.5% 23.4% 

1971 1972 1973 197i 1975 

Femalesu 20 Yearn and Over 

ADULT FEMRLES, NEGRCJ AND 
CJTHER RACES 

ADULT fEMALES 9 VHITE 

THIS CHANGE CHANGE 
PERI~D LAST PER. YEAR AG~ 

lL 11 0. 91 

2.81 13.91 

1971 1972 1973 197~ 1975 

S~URCE& BUREAU ~F LABOR STATISTICS 
12 JANUARY 1975 
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. A.2.1 - Unemployment Rate by Age, Sex, and Race 
Both Sexes, 16 to 19 Years 

TEENAGERS,NEGRCJ AND 
CJTHER RACES 

TEENAGERS~\IHITE 

THIS CHANGE 
PERIOD LAST PER. 

35.9% 6.2% 

7.7% 

19 71 1972 1973 197~ 

S~URCEg BUREAU ~F l ABCJR STATISTICS 
12 JANUARY 1976 

CHANGE 
YEAR AGCI 

-1.8% 

19 75 

e A decrease in t he jobless rate for Adult Men offset increased jobless
~ess in all other Age and Sex groups . 

& Adult Males of Negro and Other Rac~s· and White Adult Males 
shared in t he unemployment rate improvement . 

s Unemployment among Adult White Females was up for t he second time in 
t he past three months . 

~ Joblessness among Adult Black ' Females increased 0. 1 percentage 
point to 11 . l after a 10.0 percent decline in November . 

~The overall jobless rate for Teenagers returned to October 1 s level of 
19.9. 

s Teenagers of Negro and Other Races was the enly category to show 
over~the-year improvement -·- cl11wn 4.8 percent from December 1974 . 

.i White Teenagers maintained the yearly average o·f rn .1 percent . 
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PERCENT 

A.L. ·1 - Unemp1uy ............ o&.t: oy uccuµauu11 
White-Collar Workers 

THIS CHANGE 
PERI DO LAST PER. 

CLERICAL UDRKERS - - - 6. 5X i.8% 
SALES \ICJRKERS 6.6% 605% 
VHITE-CDLLRR VORKERS 1. 8% 2.1% 

1971 1972 1973 1971 

Blue-Collar Workers 

nns 
PER mo 

NDNFARM lRBCJRERS Xi o6% 
BLUE-COLLAR VORKERS 10. 3% 
CRAFT AND KINDRED VGRKERS 6. 7% 

1971 1972 1973 

SGURCf g BUREAU DF LABCJR STATISTICS 
12 JANUARY 1976 

CHANGE 
LAST PER. 

- L -1% 
-6.i% 

-17. 3% 

1971 

CHANGE 
YEAR AGO 

20. 4% 
10.0% 
17. 1% 

1975 

CHANGE 
YEAR AGG 

12.3% 
10.8% 
9. 8% 

1975 
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A .2.1 - Unemployment Rate By Occupation 
Service Workers 

THIS CHANGE 
PERIOD LAST PER. 

SERVICE \IORKERS . 9. 2Z 9. 5% 

1972 l9 73 i97i 

S~URCE g BUREAU ~F lAB~R STAT ISTICS 
12 JANUARY 1976 

CHANGE 
YEAR AGO 

29. 6% 

1975 

~The White-Collar Rate increased marginally as unemployment went up 
among Sales and Clerical Workers . 

~These sectors traditionally provide a large proportion of jobs 
held by women . 

0 The Blue-Collar rate dropped 6.4 percent to 10.3 percent 9 the only 
occupational group to show any improvement . 

~The major factor was a 17 .3 percent decline in the rate for 
Craft and Kindred Workers to 6.7 percent9 the lowest since 
February . 

G Service Workers had the largest increase among the Occupational Groups9 
up 0.8 percentage points to 9. 2. 

~ Nearly equalling the August record high of 9. 3 percent. 
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A.2.1 - Unemployment Rpte By Industry 

CCJNSTRUCTICJN 
AGRICULTURAL UCJRKERS 
MANUFACTURING - - -
VHCJLESALE AND RETAIL TRADE 

THIS CHANGE CHANGE 
PERI~D LAST PERo YEAR AG~ 

16. 2% 
12. 3% 
9. 4% 
9. 7% 

-6. 4% 
26.8% 
- 5.1% 
6. 6% 

8.7% 
55. 7:t 

5.6% 
19. 8% 

1971 1972 1973 1974 1975 

SDURCEg BUREAU Df LABOR STATISTICS 
12 JANUARY 1976 
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The jobless rate reflected counter-balancing movements among Industry 
groups. 

e Improvements were noted in Construction and Manufacturing. 

i;i At 16.2 percent the jobless rate in the Const.ruction Industry 
is the lowest since February 19759 a result of seven consecutive 
monthly declines . 

~ Manufacturing. dropped to 9. 4 percent9 clnsing the year at the 
lowest level in 1975. 

~ , Increased unemployment occurred among Agric~ltural Workers and Whole
sale and Retail Trade . 

G Agricultural Workers . increased 26.8 percent to 12.3 in fJecember9 
approaching the record high of 12 .6 established in April . 

e As a result of three consecutive inc,reases9 the jobless rate in 
Whol esale and Retail Trade was at a ·record high of 9.7 percent . 
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A.2.2 - Duration of Unemployment 
Number of Workers Unemployed 

THIS CHANGE CHANGE 

LESS THAN 5 VEEKS 
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A.2.2 - Average Duration of Unemployment 

THIS CHANGE CHANGE 
PERI CJD LAST PERc YEAR AGCJ 

AVERAGE DURATICJN 16. 4 -2. 4% 64.0% 
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• long~term joblessness incr~ased 3o4 percent in December - - a conti nua
tion of steady increases which have spanned a f ull two years o 

~ Short-term joblessness increased 50~000 to 2~693 million people . 

@ Countering the increases in long- and short-term unemployed workers 
was a 291~000 decline in workers unemployed 5 to 14 weeks . 

G The Average (Mean) Duration of Unemployment edged down to 16.4 weeks 
after a large i ncrease in November o 
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A.2.5 - Index of Help-Wanted Advertising . 
(1967= 100) 

THIS CHANGE CHANGE 
PERI CJD LAST PER. YEAR AGCI 
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@The Index of Help-Wanted Advertising._ rose for the first time in four 
monthsg up 4.8 percent in November . · 

~since July there had been virtually no change. 

~Highest level since November '1974. 

'After reaching the low in March 1975g Index has ri sen 24.3 
percent . 
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A.4.3 - Retail Unit Sales of New Passenger Cars 
Seasonally Adjusted at Annual Rates 
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A.4.3 - Imports as a Percent of Total New Car Sales 

THIS CHANGE 
PERIDD LAST PER. 
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~ Total Retail Sales of Passenger Cars rose 11.5 percent in December 
to 9. 7 million units ~ the hi~hest level ince September 1974. 

~ Up 44.8 percent from last Decerqper ' s depressed sal es of 6.7 
mil l ion units . 

il Domestic Sales were also the highest sirice September 1974 and are 48. 2 
percent above last December . 

• Still 24 . 5 percent below the Mijrch 1973 high of 11.0 milli on 
units . 

8 Import Sales improved in December after posting declines. in October 
and November ~ but are 26 . 3 percent below the February high of 1.9 
mi 11 ion . 

~Although the Imports 1 share of total sales increased in December, 
i t remains well below the levels recorded in the first nine 
months of 1975. 
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A.4.6 - Monthly Retail Sales 
December Advance 
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9 
Advance data for December indicate that Retail Sales jumped 3. 5 
percent from a downward revised $50.35 billion in November. 

9 It was the fourth consecutive monthly increase and the biggest 
since a 3.7 percent spurt in July 1973. pushing the level of 
sales 15.5 percent above December 1974. 

° For 1975 as a whole~ Retail Sales rose 8,7 percent. or ~47.0 bil li on, 
to $584,8 billion. 

~The gain in sales exceeded the increase in consumer prices. 
representing an increase in the physical volume of sales, 

(i) Sales of Durable Goods~ spurred by a near-record increase in Automotive 
sales. climbed 5, 9 percent to $16,72 billlon. up 23,4 percent from a 
year ago , 

~ Nondur.able Goods rose a strong 2.4 percent~ the third consecutive 
increase. 

() 
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A.4.6 - 1v1u1 "·• .. r 11eca1I Sales 
Components of Durc~ble Goods 

THIS CHANGE CHANGE 
PERI CJD LAST PER. YEAR AGCI 
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Q Sales of Automotive Dealers in December surged $990 million to an 
adjusted $9.72 billion, accounting for all of the increase in Durable 
Goods. 

~ Partially offsetting was a 3.4 percent decline in sal~s of 
Building Materia19 Hardware~ and Farm Equipment. 

Q Among the Nondurable Goods : 

8 Department Store Sales were a major factor, rising 6.2 percent 
to an adj~sted $5 .66 billion , 

~ In November-December ~ sales were up a total of 12.5 
percent9 the strongest two-month advance ever recorded . 

~ Restaurant Receipts increased for the fourth consecutive month . 

~ .Grocery Stores were up 1 percent from last month and 10.4 
percent from last year , 



A.4.6 - Retail Sales for Selected Metropolitan Areas 
November Preliminary 
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A.4.6 - Retail Sales of Chain Stores 
Eleven or More Stores 

THIS CHANGE CHANGE 
PERICJD LAST PER. YEAR AG" 
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Preliminary data for November indicate that : 

9 Among the selected metropolitan areas gRetail Sales in the San Francisco 9 

Oakland area rose 11 . 3 percent over ovember 1974. 

s The Washington9 D. C. area followed with a 10.8 percent cl imh . 

~ Detroit and Philadelphia increased 8.4 percent and 8.2 percent, 
respectively , while Los Angeles ' ncreased 6.7 percent . 

~ Chain Stores took an upward turn in November, up 2.8 percent to $15.80 
billion . 

s 13 . 5 percent above l ast November . 

9 The increase reflects rises in General Merchandise Chains , which 
rose 3.8 percent, and, Grocery Chains which gained 2 percent after 
falling for three straight months. 
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A.4.7 - Sales of Merchant Wholesalers 

TCJTAL 
NONDURABLE GOODS 
DURABLE G~CJDS 
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A.4.7 - Sales of Merchant Wholesalers 
Components of Nondurable Goods 

THIS CHANGE CHANGE 
PERrno LAST PER. YEAR AGO 
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~ November Sales of Merchant Wholesalers were $37.01 billion 9 down 1.2 
percenta 

0 Second consecutive monthly decrease totalling 1.6 percent. 

~ After reaching a high of $21.98 billion in August. Sales of Nondurable 
Goods declined to a level of $21.32 billiQn in November, down almost 2 
percent from October . 

~ Groceries and Related Products9 representi~g about 48 percent 
of Nondurable Goods Sa1es9 dropped 1.2 percent . 

~ Farm-Product Raw Materials declined 8.8 percent following an 
increase of 3.8 percent in October . 

~ Paper and Products edged down 0.8 percent. 

@Durable Goods remained virtually unchanged after declining slightly in 
October . 
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A.4.7 - Inventories of Mercpant Wholesalers 
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A.4.7 - Inventories of Merchant Wholesalers 
Components of Nondurable Goods 

THIS CHANGE CHANGE 
PERIOD LAST PERo YEAR AGO 
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@Inventories of Merchant Whol esalers declined for the first time in four 
months ~ down Oo5 percent in November o 

@Nondurable Goods decreased for the second month in a row9 totalling _l.5 
percent , 

~ Beerr9 Wine and Distilled Alcoholi c Beverages rose 9o4 percent 
following a l o6 percent rrise in October . 

e Paperr and Products rose for the second straight month 9 totalling 
7 percent. 

° Farrm-Prroduct Raw Materials declined 12 percent to a level of 
$2076 bi11ion9 t he lowest level since June 1975. 

~ Inventories of Durable Goods were basically unchanged ~ declini ng a 
slight 0.2 percento 
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A.5.2 - Manufacturers' Export Sales and Orders of Durable Goods 
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A.5.2 - Manufacturers' Export Unfilled Orders 

THIS CHANGE 
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Ii Export New Orders for Durable Goods (excluding motor vehicles and parts) 
dropped ~harply in Novemberg following October's strong increase. 

8 Down 18. 7 percent or $730 million . 

@ Total Export Sales dropped $532 million in November eliminating the 
gains of the past two months and falling to the lowe$t level since 
March . 

~ Still 14 percent above the January low of $3.625 million. 

e Excluding Motor Vehicles and Partsg Export Sales were down 9.8 
percent following a 7. 8 percent r ise in October. 

s Total Unfilled Orders (excluding motor vehicles and parts) declined 
$283 million to $149091 m1111on g the l~west level since the $14,036 
million registered in June 1~74 . 

~The November level is 7.8 percent below the record high of 
$15~278 million established in March . 
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A.5.2 - Manufacturers' Export Sales 
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THIS CHANGE CHANGE 
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A.5.2 - Manufacturers' Expqrt New Orders 

THIS CHANGE 
PERIOD LAST PER. 
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9 All major groups contributed to the ove all decline of Durable Export 
Sales with Machinery Industries ($174 ...mil li on)~ Aircraft and Parts 
($101 million)~ and Automotive Industri$s ($15S million) showing the 
most sizable declines . 

~ New Orders of Durable Exports register~d decreases in all industries 
with a $384 million drop in Machinery Industries accounting for more 
than half of the overall decline . 

~ Machinery Industries dropped 15.3 percent to $2,119 million in 
November after reaching a record high in October of $2,503 
mi 11 ion . 
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A.6.2 - Wholesale Price Index 
(1967=100} 
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~The Wholesale Price Index for All Conrnodities declined 0.4 percent in 
December after showing no change in November . 

~ It was the first decline in six months and the sixth decline of 
1975 resulting in an overall gain for the year of 4.2 percent 
compared to 20 .9 percent in 1974. 

9 Lower prices for Processed Foods and Feeds and Farm Products 
more than offset the steady rise in Industrial Commodities . 

~ Processed Foods and feeds dropped 2.9 percent after declininq 0.6 
percent in November 9 and Farm Products posted its second decline in a 
row == down 0.8 percent compared to 2. 6 percent in November . 

~ Industrial Commodities rose 0.6 percen 9 th~ same as recorded in 
November , and half of October 0 s 1. 2 percent gain . 

i} Over the year Industri'a1 Corrmodities have risen 6.0 percent 9 the 
smallest calendar year rise since 1~72 . 



INDEX 
300 

250 

200 

!50 

100 

50 

INOfX 
475 

A.6.2 - Wholesale Price Index 
Selected Farm Products 
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~The decline in Farm Product prices was led by price drops in Livestock 
and Grains which mor2 than off$et a 12.2 percent increase in Fresh and 
Dried Fruits and Vegetables. 

~Grain prices fell for the fourth consecutive month. down 17.6 
percent from August~ and 25 o5 percent below last year. 

8 livestock declined for the second month in a row -- down 1.2 
percenL 

Among Processed Foods and Feeds : 

@ Sugar and Confectioner.v dropped 3.6 percent ~fter postinq a modest 0.6 
percent increase in November and are 52.3 percent below November 1974 1 s 
record higho 

~ Prices for Meats~ Poultry and Fish fell for the second consecutive 
month~ down 2. 7 percent compared to 2. 0 percent in November. 



A.6.2 - VVUuat,"u•~ Pnce Index 
Selected Industrial Commodities 
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ti The ·largest increases a1:10ng Industrial Conmodities occurred in lumber 
and Wood. Pulp, Paper and Allied Productsg and Miscellaneous Products. 

8 Lumber and Wood products increased 2.5 percent9 th~ second 
largest gain this year and the second increase in three months 
exceeding 2.0 percent. 

~ After remaining relatively stable for most of the year . Pulpg 
Paper. and Allied Products rose 1.6 percent in December. 

~ largest monthly gajn since August 1974 . 

u Miscellaneous Products accelerated in OPcember, rising_l.9 
percent compared to 0. 9 percent i n November . 

G Also rising in December, but at a slower ace than in November, were 
Machinery and Equipmentg Hides, Skins 9 and leather, and Textile 
Products and Apparel . 



8.1 .2 - Farm Population 1910-1974 
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~An average of 992649000 persons lived on farms in rural areas of the 
United States in the 12-month period centered on April 1974. 

aThe 1974 estimate i ndicates a continuation of the long-term downward ' 
trend in the farm population . 

@ However9 the average annual rate of farm population loss for the 1970 
to 1974 period was 1.2 percent9 compared with an annual rate of 4.8 

,,----- percent in the 1960 to 1970 period . 

~The percent of the United States population residing on farms has 
declined from 35 percent in 1910 to 9 percent in 1960 to 4 percent in 
1974. 
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8.1.2 - Farm Population by Race: 1960-1974 

THIS CHANGE CHANGE 
PERrno LAST PER. YEAR AGD 
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': 

~Within the fann population9 there has been a marked difference in 
population loss by race in recent years . 

9 While the :white farm population showed no significant change between 
1970 and 1974~ the number of negroes and persons of races other than 
white declined by an average annual rate of ·9 percent. -
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0 Between 1960 and 19749 
living on fanns has 
number of persons 14 to 
65 years old and over9 

the ·number of persons under 14 years of age 
dropped 60 percent. In this same period, the 
64 years old has declined 35 percent, and those 
13 percent. 

~As a result of the differential loss in the farm population by age, 
the percent of fhe farm population under 14 years has dropped from 32 
in 1960 to 22 in 1964. while the percent 14 to 64 years has risen from 
60 to 66 and the proportion 65 and over increased from 9 to 13 percent . 

G To a considerable degreeg this decline in the proportion of young 
children in the farm population is a reflection of past high net 
outmigration of young farm adults of childbearing age. However, much 
of the decline since 1970 in the populatio~ under 14 on fanns can also 
be attributed to the recent sharp drop in the national birth rate9 
which has extended to both fann and nonfarm areas. 
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@Between 1960 and 1974. there was a downward trend in agricultural 
employment of fann residents and an upward trend in nonagriculture 
employment . From 1960 to 1974. the percent of the farm-resident 
employed labor force working in agriculture declined from about two~ 
thirds (66 percent} to about half (52 percent). 

~ From "1960 to 1974. the proportion of the total employed in agriculture 
and who were living on farms has dropped from 75 to 59 percent. 
Correspondingly, nonfarm residents employed in agriculture have 
increased from 2? to 41 percent of the total. 

Q Of the3.8million persons employed in agriculture in 1974. only three
fifths (59 percent) lived on fanns. down from about three-quarters {75 
percent) of the 5.4 million agriculturally employed in 1960. 

e The remaining two-fifths in 1974 corrmuted from off-farm residences . 
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~The contrast between fann residents and the nonfarm population is 
especially striking in regard to ·income. 

o The median income of fann families was $10,430 in 1974, compared 
with $12,930 for nonfann families. 

0 Although there is still a difference of about $2,500 
(24 percent of the farm median family income) this gap is 
only about 60 percent of that in 1970 as measured in 
constant (1974) dollars. 

e Farm median family income in 1970, in terms of 1974 
dollars, was about $4~100 less than that of nonfarm 
families . 

~si nce 1970, the.median income of farm families has increased by 
about 21 percent, while that of nonfarm families has increased 
about 2 percent in constant dollars . 

sThe proportion of farm families who are poor (below the low income 
level) is approximately 50 percent higher than for nonfarm families, 
even though the official criteria for "low income" are set somewhat 
lower for farm residents than for the nonfarm population . 

eThe proportion of Negro fann families a ow the low income level (45 
percent) is about fi ve times as high as the National average for all 
famil ies and about four times as high as tpat of white farm families. 



8.3.5 - National Per Capita Health Expenditures 
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B.3.5 - National Health Expenditures 
as a Percent of Gross National Product 

Fiscal Years 
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$ In Ei scal Year 1975 United States Nat onal He th Spending reached 
$118.5 bi11ion 9 or $547 per p~rson . 

g The increase in total spending was 13 . 9 percent9 a sharp rise 
from Fiscal 1974when mandatory controls for the Health Industry 
were in effect for 10 months . 

~The acceleration in health spending in Fiscal 1975 coupled with a 
slowed grow.th in the Gross National Pro uct resulted in a significant 
increase in its share of the GNP -- upto ·8.3 percent after a relatively 
stable three-year level around 7. 8 percent . 

9 According to Social Security Administration analysts, had the GNP in
creased at the 1974 rate 9 the proporti on of health expenditures would 
have been only about 8 percent in Fi scal 1975 . 
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B.3.5 - National Health Expenditures 
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~ Public Health Spending increased sharply -- up 22 percent to 42 percent 
of total health spending, compared with a 12 percent increase in 1974 . 

~The rate was more than two and one-half times the rate~of in
crease in private spending for health care. 

~The big increases in public spending were for hospital services and 
nursing home care. reflecting substantially increased expenditures under 
the Medicare and Medicaid programs . 

( 



B.3.b - t\ldUOnal Health Expenditure~ uy I ype of Expenditures : 1"10.Preliminary. 
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a Hospital care continued to be the largest expenditure category9 
accounting for $46.6 billion, or 39 percent of total spending o 

!;) Expenditures for Physicians 0 services9 the second largest category 
representing nearly ·19 percent of total spending9 are estimated at 
$22 .1 billion for Fiscal 1975 . 




