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A.1.2 - Personal Income 

THIS CHANGE CHANGE 
PERI CJD LAST PER. YEAR AGfl 

TDTRL PERS~N L INCDME $1,256. 9 1.5% 7. 7% 
PRIVATE URGES ~ SALARIES $620.0 1.8% 3 .. 0% 
GDVEANMENT URGES ~ SALARIES $173.8 0. 5% 9. 0% 

BlLLIDNS TRANSFER PAYMENTS - - - $178.3 1.1% 2-t .• 2% BILLICJNS 
CIF DDLLARS elf OelLLARS 
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A.1.2 - Wage and Salary Disbursements 
Selected Components 

MANUFACTURING 
DISTRIBUTIVE ?NOUSTRJES 
SE VICE IN USTRIES 

1971 1972 

THIS CHANGE 
PERirlO LAST PER. 

$213. 8 
$190.5 
$157 . 0 

1973 

2. 6% 
1.1% 
1. 3% 

1974 

SrJURCE: BUREAU rlf ECrlNrlNIC ANALYSIS 
22 SEPTEMBER 1975 

CHANGE 
YEAR AGrl 

- 0 . 8% 
5.1% 
8. 4% 

1975 

• Personal Income advanced 1.5 percent to an annual rate of $1,256 billion in August. 

• A major factor was the record expansion in Manufacturing Payrolls. 

Private Payrolls rose $10.8 bi ll ion, the largest dollar increase since 1946. 

• The 1.8 percent increase from July was the largest monthly advance since 
December 1959. 

• The Record increase in Manufacturing Payrolls was accompanied by larger 
than normal gains in the Distributive and Service Industries. 

• Government Payrolls rose $800 million, up 0.5 percent. 

----- - ----=:~ 

• Transfer Payments increased $2.0 billion or 1.1 percent. 
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A.1.3-C~RP~RRTE PR~FITS 

REVISED 
THIS CHANGE CHANGE 

B K P FITS EF~RE TAX 
AFTER INVENTORY VALUATION 

AOJJSTMENT 
PRCIFITS AFTER TAX 

1971 1972 

PERICIO LAST PEA. YEAR AGO 

$113. 3 
$101. g· 

$70. 3 

12. 0% 
11. 2% 

12.8% 

INVENTORY PROFITS 

1973 1974 

-18.5% 
-0.7% 

-15. 1% 

1975 

SOURCE: BUREAU OF ECONOMIC ANALYSIS 
- -----=-22 SEPTEMBER 1975 
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BILLICINS 
CIF DCILLAAS 
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A.1.3 - Components of Corporate Profits 

THIS CHANGE CHANGE 
PER mo LAST PER. YEAR AGCl 

TAX LIABILITY $43.0 10.3% -23.1% 
DIVIDENDS $34. 0 0. 6% 4. 6% 
UNDISTRIBUTED PROFITS $36 .•. 3 27 .. i% -28. u BI LLICINS 

CIF OCILLARS 

19 71 1972 1973 1971 1975 

SCIURCE: BUREAU CIF ECCINCIMIC ANALYSIS 
22 SEPTEMBER 1975 

• Corporate Profits Before Tax (revised second quarter data) rose $12.1 billion to an 
annual rate of $113.3 billion. 

• The bulk of this advance reflected increased Profits from Current Production (After 
Inventory Valuation Adjustment), which rose $10.6 billion to $104.9 billion. 

• Each of the revised profits estimates are $4.4 billion above the preliminary 
figures issued last month. 

• Dividend Payments edged up slightly as the major share of the After Tax profits 
increase was retained as Undistributed Profits. 

----- - ---=-=- -
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A.1.3 - Corporate Profits 
Before Tax and Including Inventory Valuation Adjustment 

Manufacturing Industries 

ALL MANUFACTURING 
NCJNOURABLE GeCJOS 

THIS CHANGE CHANGE 
PERICJD LAST PER. YEAR AGCJ 

BILLICJNS OUHABLt GCJOOS 

Si8 .. 3 
$30.4 
$18. 0 

17 .. 5% 
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• Most of the increase in Profits from Current Production occurred in Manufacturing. 

• Up 17 .5 percent to an annual rate of $48.3 billion. 

• Profits of Durable Goods Industries rose 30.4 percent, accounting for nearly 60 
percent of the total increase. 

• Profits of Nondurable Goods Industries rose 11.4 percent. 
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A.3.4 - Gross Average Weekly Earnings 

CURRENT OClLLRRS 
1967 O~LLARS 

THIS CHANGE CHANGE 
PERICJO LAST PER. YEAR AGCJ 

$165.S 
$101..8 

1. 2% 
LU 

5.6% 
-2. 71 

19 71 1972 1973 1974 1975 

SCJURCE: BUREAU CJF LABCJR STATISTICS 
--- - --- - ----22 SEPTEMBER 1975 

OCJLLARS 
PER \/EEK 

170 

160 

150 

140 

130 

120 

110 

100 

90 
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A.3.4 - Spendable Average Weekly Earnings 

THIS CHANGE CHANGE 
PERI~D LAST PER. YEAR AG~ 

CURRENT DOLLARS $1i9. 4f l ·. 1 % 9 . 8% 
1967 DOLLARS $91,9 0.9% 1.11. 

19 71 1972 1973 1974 1975 

SOURCE: BUREAU ~F LABOR STATISTICS 
22 SEPTEMBER 1975 

• Real Gross Weekly. Earnings (in 1967 dollars and adjusted for seasonal change) 
increased 1.1 percent from July to August. 

• Increase is a result of 0.7 percent increase in average hourly earnings and a 
0.6 percent rise in average weekly hours which overcame a 0.2 percent rise in 
the Consumer Price Index. 

• Real Spendable Earnings increased 0.9 percent from July to August. 

• Over the past year, Real Spendable Earnings were up 1.1 percent. 

• First ti me since February 1973, that real spendable earnings have increased 
over the year. 

----- - -----=- - -
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A.4.1 - Industrial Production Index 
(1967=100) 

THIS CHANGE CHANGE 
PERH'JD LAST PER. YEAR AGO 

MATE I LS 108.6 1.9% -15. 5% 
TCJTAL 112.9 1.3% -9. 8% 
PRODUCTS 115. 5 1 .• 0% -6 .. 5% 

1971 1972 1973 197"1 1975 
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• Total Industrial Production 9"ew 1.3 percent, the fastest one-month climb in almost 
three years. 

• Fourth consecutive increase. 

• Output advances were widespread among Products and Materials. 

• Since the low point recorded in March, Products are up 2.8 percent. 

• Materials, which reached a low of 104.9 in May, have since advanced a total 
of 3.5 percent. 

---=-=-
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A.4.1 - Industrial Production Index 
Components of Products 

(1967=100) 
THIS CHANGE CHANGE 

PERil.1D LAST .PER. YEAR AGl.1 

Cl'JNSUMER Gl'Jl'JDS 125. 6 1.0% -3. 2% 
Fl NFIL PRODUCTS 116.0 1.0% -5.0% 
EQUIPMENT 102.9 1. 1% -7 . 6% 

INDEX 
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Components of Consumer Goods 
THIS CHANGE CHANGE 

PERI CJD LAST PER. YEAR AGl'J 

CONSUMER DU ABLES 117.3 2.2% -11.0% 
Hl'JME Gl'Jl'JDS 123.7 3. 3% -12. 4% 
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A.4.1 - Industrial Production Index 
Components of Equipment 

( 1967=100) 

THIS CHANGE CHANGE 
PERI"D LAST PER. YEAR AG" 

C"MMERCIAL,TRANSIT,AND 117 .2 1.8% -B. 2% 
FARM EQUIPMENT 

BUSlNESS EQUIPMENT 115 .. 6 1.8% -10.2% 
INDUSTRIAL EQUIPMENT 114. 4 1.9% -11. 7% 

1971 1972 1973 1974 1975 

S"URCE: B"ARO "F G"VERN"RS "F THE FEDERAL RESERVE SYSTEM 
22 SEPTEMBER 1975 

• Final Products were up 1.0 percent with both Consumer Goods and Equipment 
sharing in the advance. 

• Output of Consumer Goods rose 1.0 percent to a level of 125.6, 6.3 percent above 
its March low. 

• Home Goods, such as carpeting, furniture, and appliances, led the advance, 
rising 3.3 percent . 

• Production of Business Equipment expanded 1.8 percent, the first upswing in eleven 
months. 

• All major categories shared in the increase. 

- - --- - -----=-
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A.4.·I - 1naustna1 ~roauct1on 1naex 
Components of Materials 

-
( 1967==100) 

THIS CHANGE CHANGE 
PERI CJD LAST PER. YEAR AGCJ 

FUEL&.POVER,INDUSTRIAL 116.9 -3.8% -5.3% 
NONDURABLE MATERIALS 115. 2 1. 8% -11. 7% 
OU A LE H TtRIRLS 103.0 3. 0% -19.6% 

19 71 1972 1973 197-t 1975 

Components of Durable Materials 

IRCJN AND STEEL 
CDN5UMER UR LE PARTS 
EQUIPMENT PARTS 

1971 1972 

THIS CHANGE CHANGE 
PERICJD LAST PER. YEAR AGO 

87 . 0 
95. 7 

100.7 

19 73 

0. 5% 
3. 2% 
2.9% 

1974 

- 27 . 2% 
-18. 6% 
-20.0% 
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A.4.1 - Industrial Production Index 
Components of Nondurable Materials 

--
(1967=100) 

THIS CHANGE CHANGE 
PERI"D LAST PER. YEAR AGO 

TEXTILES, PAPER, CHEMICALS 121.7 2.7% -15.0% 

19 71 1972 1973 1971 1975 

SOURCE: BOARD OF GOVERNORS OF THE FEDERAL RESERVE SYSTEM 
22 SEPTEMBER 1975 

• The August increase in Materials reflected gains in both Durables and Nondurables. 

• Industrial Fuel and Power was the only major category to decline, as strikes 
in the Coal Industry cut into production. 

• Equipment Parts and Other Durable Materials (including Iron and Steel) experienced 
upturns after long periods of decline. 

• Consumer Durable Parts moved up a strong 3.2 percent for a total gain of 
16.6 percent since February. 

• Nondurable Materials, heavily influenced by Textiles, Paper, and Chemicals, gained 
another 1.8 percent. 
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A.4.8 - Manufacturing and Trade Sales 

THIS CHANGE CHANGE 
PEAICIO LAST PEA. YEAR AGCI 

TCITAL SALES $169. 4 2 .• 2% 0 . 5% 
NONDURABLE GOODS $97.2 2.3% 5.3% 

BILLICINS DU LE G 'OS $72. 2 2.2% -5.7% BILLICINS 
CIF OCILLAAS CIF OCILLAAS 
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Manufacturing and Trade Inventories 

THIS CHANGE CHANGE 
PERICJO LAST PER. YEAR AGCl 

TCITAL JNVENTCIRIES $263. 9 - 0. 2% 6.1% 
DURR LE Gt1t10S $157.5 -0. 5% 9.3% 

BI 1"NS HJND ABLE GOODS s1os. 1 0.3% 1~7% BILLICINS 
Clf DCILLARS Clf DCILLARS 
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RATIO 
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A.4.8 - Inventory-To-Sales Ratio 

THIS CHANGE CHANGE 
PERIOD LAST PER. YEAR AGO 

DURABLE GeleJOS 2.18 -2. 7% 15. 3% 
NONDURABLE GeJODS 1.09 -2.7% -3.5% 

19 71 1972 1973 1971 1975 

SOURCE: BUREAU OF ECONOMIC ANALYSIS 
22 SEPTEMBER 1975 

• Manufacturing and Trade Sales rose 2.2 percent in July, up 6.8 percent since the 
March turnaround. 

• Nondurable Goods rose 2.3 percent. 

• Durable Goods increased 2.2 percent, increasing for the fourth straight 
month. 

• The decline in Manufacturing and Trade Inventories leveled off somewhat in July, 
decreasing only 0.2 percent. 

• Inventory liquidation in Durable Goods continued for the sixth consecutive 
month, dropping 0.5 percent. 

• Inventories of Nondurable Goods continued the upturn began last month, 
adding 0.3 percent. 

RATIO 
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2. 25 
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' 1.75 

: 1. 50 
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• With the pickup in Sales and the recent Inventory declines, the· Inventory to Sales 
ratios have substantially decreased from their previous peaks. 

- - - ---- =-- ----=-----------



A.5.3 - Balance of Payments 
Balance on Current Account and Long Term Capital 

Billions ot Dollars 
2.,...-~~~~--,.-~~~~--,.-~~~~--..~~~~--..~~~~~-r2 
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Source: Bureau ot :Economic Analysis 
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Billions of Dollars 
~ 

A.5.3 - Balance of Payments 
Balance on Current Account 

1971 1972 1973 
Source: Bureau of F.conomic Analysis 

22 September 1970 

1970 

• The U.S. Balance of Payments on Current Account and Long Term Capital improved 
substantially in the second quarter, due largely to a record merchandise trade sur­
plus. 

• A surplus of $1 .61 billion was recorded compared to a $673 million deficit 
in the first quarter. 

• Largest surplus since $1.70 billion in first quarter of 1974. 

• The Current Account component registered a surplus of $4.06 billion. 

• Double the first quarter surplus. 

• Largest quarterly gain since records were begun in 1960. 

·----- - ------ -



A.5.3 - Merchandise Trade Balance 

Billions of Dollars 
3>0....----~---,-----,.-~~~~....,...-~----.--~-~~--
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Source: Bureau of F.conomic Analysis 
22 September 107~ 

- --- - ------=--==- -



BILLIClNS 
Clf DClLLARS 

" 
2 

0 

-2 

- '\ 

-6 

A.5.3 - Balance of Payments 
Selected Components 

THIS CHANGE CHANGE 
PERrnD LAST PER. YEAR AGCJ 

NET INVESTMENT INCClME $1 . 63 $. 453 -$. 335 
NET LONG-TERM PRIVATE -$2 ... 09 $.117 -Sl.086 

CAP ITAL flOUS. 

1971 1972 1973 197-t 1975 

SCJURCE:BUREAU CJF ECCJNCJMI C ANALYSIS 
22 SEPTEMBER 1975 

• The Merchandise Trade Balance registered a record $3.35 billion surplus in the 
second quarter. 

• Up $1 .52 billion since first quarter 1975. 

• Net Investment Income up $453 million since first quarter 1975. 

• Net Long-Term Private Capital Flows registered a $2.09 billion deficit in the second 
quarter, a decrease of $117 million from the first quarter's deficit of $2.20 billion. 

• Smallest deficit since second quarter 1974. 

~-- -=--- -
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A.6.1 - Consumer Price Index 
(1967=100) 

THIS CHANGE CHANGE 

ALL SERVICES 
RLL ITEMS. 
RLL C()MH~DITIES 

PERIOD LAST PER. YEAR AGO 
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•The Consumer Price Index for All Items increased by 0.2 percent in August, or 2.4 
percent at annual rates, a considerably slower pace than July's 1.2 percent climb. 

•Smallest monthly increase since August 1972. 

• A sudden halting of the recent food-price spiral and a slowing in price 
increases for fuels and other non-food items produced the slowdown. 

• The All Commodities index increased 0.2 percent, well below the 1.5 percent surge 
registered in July. 

• The Services index showed the same rate of increase as in July, 0.5 percent. 

- -c;---------=--~-----~ 



A.6.1 - Consumer Price Index 
Food and Selected Components 

FOCJD 
MEATS,POULTRY,AND FISH 
F UITS NO VEGETABLES 

THIS CHANGE CHANGE 
PERIOD LAST PER. YEAR AGO 
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Transportation and Selected Components 

THIS CHANGE CHANGE 
PERIOD LAST PER. YEAR AGO 

TAANSPORTRTI CJN 153..0 1 .. 0% 8 .. 7% 
GASOLINE ~ MOTOR OIL 176. 5 1.1% 7. 4% 
USED CARS 156. 1 1.9% 18. 3% 

1971 1972 1973 197" 1975 
- ---=-=-- - -

SOURCE: BUREAU OF LABOR STATIST ICS 
22 SEPTEMBER 1975 
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A.6.1 - Consumer Price Index 
Apparel and Upkeep 

THIS CHANGE CHANGE 
PERIOD LAST PER. YEAR AGO 

VOMEN'S AND GIRL ' S APPAREL Hl.1 1.8% 1. 5% 
APPAREL AND UPKEEP 143.7 1.0% 3.0% 

19 71 1972 1973 1974 1975 

SOURCE: BUREAU OF LABOR STATISTICS 
22 SEPTEMBER 1975 

The Food index was unchanged in August after registering large increases in June and 
July. 

Prices for Fruits and Vegetables declined 2.9 percent after two successive 
months of sharp advances. 

• Meats, Poultry and Fish increased by 1.5 percent, considerably slower than 
July 's 3.5 percent spurt. 

• he cost of Transportation continued to rise in August, although at a slower pa~e. 

•The price of Gasoline and Motor Oil, which climbed 3.3 percent in July, rose 
1.1 percent in August. 

• Used Cars rose 1.9 percent, less than half the increase registered in July. 

•The cost of Apparel and Upkeep accelerated in August. 

• Higher prices for apparel accounted for about two-thirds of the overall rise 
in non-food items. 
-------~-- - -

•With the introduction of new fall styles, Women's and Girl 's Apparel jumped 
1.8 percent. 
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A.6.1 - Consumer Price Index 
Housing Components 
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• 

•The August increa~ in Rent was slightly larger than In recent months. 0.5 percent 
compared to an average monthly increase of 0.4 percent in the first seven months of 
this year. 

' .... 
•Price increases for Fuel Oil and Coal slowed significantly, up 0.3 percent. 

•Gas and Electricity were up 0.6 percent compared to 0.9 percent in July 
and 1.9 percent in June . 

• The cost of Health and Recreation and Medical Care rose more slowly than in July. 

----- - ____ ....,.. __ 
--



A.7.1 - Privately-Owned Housing Units Started 
Annual Rates 

T~TAL UNITS STARTED 
1 UNIT STRUCTU ES 

THIS CHANGE CHANGE 
PERI~D LAST PER. YEAR AG~ 

TH~USANOS 5 ~R N~RE UNITS 

1,260 
977 
221 

1.7% 
4.8% 

-1.8% 

9. 0% 
18.3% 

-19.6% 
~F UNITS 

2750 

2500 

2250 

2000 

1750 

1500 

1250 

1000 

750 

500 

250 

0 

19 71 1972 

S~URCE: BUREAU ~F JHE~S __ 
22 SEPTEMBER 1975 

1973 1974 1975 

TH~USANOS 

~f UNITS 
2750 

2500 

2250 

2000 

1750 

I 1500 

1250 

1000 

750 

500 

I 250 

0 



THOUSANDS 
OF UNITS 

1200 

1000 

800 

600 

iOO 

200 

0 

A.7.1 - Privately-Owned Housing Units Started 
-

By Region 

THIS CHANGE CHANGE 
PERI CJD LAST PER. YEAR AGCJ 

SDUTH 477 10. 9% 7. 2% 
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• Work was begun on New Housing at a rate of 1,260,000 units in August. 

• Second rise in a row and at highest level since July of last year. 

• Starts of Single-Family Houses accounted for all of the slight gain in the August pace 
of Housing Starts. 

• Up 4.8 percent. 

• Apartment Construction slipped 1.8 percent, after increasing 47 .1 percent in July. 

• Regionally, the major changes were recorded in the South and the Northeast. 

• The South, up 10.9 percent, was at the highest level since July 1974. 

• The Northeast lost 19.1 percent, almost all of the gain reported in July. 
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A.7.1 - Building Permits Issued for Privately-Owned Housing Units 
In 14,000 Permit-Issuing Places 
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A.7.1 - Building Permits Issued 
By Region 
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• Building Permits were issued at an annual rate of 985,000 units in August, down 5.5 
percent. 

• First decline in five months, after a more than 50 percent increase since 
March. 

• Permits for One-Unit Structures were virtually unchanged. 

• Permits for Structures With 5 or More Units fell 16.4 percent, the largest decrease 
since January. 

• All of the decline in the rate of new building permits came in the South and North 
Central regions. 

• North Central down 21.6 percent. 

• South down 4.7 percent. 
·----- - ---=--
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A.7.1 - New Housing Units Completed 
Seasonally Adjusted at Annual Rates 
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• Privately-Owned Housing Units were completed at an annual rate of 1,206,000 
during July 1975. 

• Up 5.1 percent in July, compared to a 10.0 percent drop in June. 

• Single-Unit Completions accounted for the overall increase, up 12.2 percent. 

• Completions of Multi-Unit Structures continued to decline, down 12.3 percent. 

• Dropped 44.8 percent since March. 

• Housing Units Under Construction advanced 1.5 percent. 

• Single-Unit Structures rose 3.2 percent, the fifth consecutive increase. 

• Multi-Unit Structures Under Construction dropped 0.6 percent, continuing 
an almost ~nin_!erru~ted 2 year slide. 
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A.7.1 - Sales of New One-Family Homes 
Seasonally Adjusted 
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A.7.1 - Prices of New One-Family Homes 
Not Seasonally Adjusted 
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• Sales of New One-Family Houses were at an annual rate of 521 ,000 during July 
1975, a 7 .8 percent decline from June. 

• Second consecutive monthly decline after a five month upswing in the first 
half of the year. 

• Down 12.1 percent since May. 

• The Inventory of Homes for Sale at the end of July rose 1.1 percent. 

• First increase since February. 

• The Median Sales Price rose 2.9 percent in July, after a 3.8 percent downturn in 
June. 
----- --~- -
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·INTRODUCTION 

This report presents an overview of the demographic, social, and 
economic characteristics of the black population in the United 
States. 

The patterns of social and economic change which have emerged 
for black Americans in the 1970's are varied. 

Advances have been made in education, health, and in the election 
to public office. 

Progress in some other areas such as income and employment has 
been impeded partly as a result of the interrelationships of a num­
ber of social and economic factors, such as changing family 
composition and work experience. patterns of family members, 
and more recently, as a result of inflation and economic recession. 



• The black resident population increased by 1.4 million persons, or at an average 
annual rate of 1.6 percent, between April 1970 and April 1974. 

• This is lower than the 1.8 percent average rate of growth in the 1960's. 

• The most recent estimate of the black resident population was 24.4 million in April 
1975. 

• Slightly more than one-half, 53 percent, of all blacks reside in the South. 

• About 40 percent reside in the North, and about 9 percent in the West. 
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A.1 Percent Distribution of the 
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• After three decades of predominantly one-way migration - out-migration from the 
South to the North and West - a new pattern of black migration appears to be 
emerging in the 1970's. 

• The South has been experiencing a decline in the volume of black out-migration and, 
at the same time, an increase in black in-migration. 

• During the 1960's there was an average annual net black out-migration of 
approximately 150,000 from the South. 

• During the 1970's there appears to be an average annual net in-migration of 
10,000 blacks to the South. 



A.2 Average Annual Net Migration 
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• In 1974, most blacks, 58 percent, lived in central cities of metropolitan areas. 

• However, since 1970 the average annual rate of increase of the black 
population in central cities has been 1.6 percent, lower than the 2.9 percent 
annual rate observed in the 1960's. 

• In 1974, 17 percent of the black population lived in metropolitan rings. 

• Since 1970, the suburban black population has been increasing at a higher 
annual rate (4.4 percent) than that for whites (1.8 percent). However, blacks 
still make up only 5.1 percent of the suburban population. 

--~ -



A.3 Percent Distribution of the Population 
By Metropolitan - Nonrnetropolitan 
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• The proportion of black families headed by a woman (no spouse present) climbed 
from 28 percent in 1970 to 35 percent in 1975. 

• White female heads as a percentage of all white families rose from 9 percent 
in 1970 to about 11 percent in 1975. 
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B.2 Own Children Living With Both Parents: 
1970 and 1974 
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• The proportion of own black children under 18 living in families with both a mother 
and father present declined markedly bet\Neen 1970 and 1974 - from 64 to 56 
percent. 

• This parallels the rise in the number of black female heads of families. 

• A smaller decline was noted for the comparable group of white children -
from 91 to 88 percent. 

( 



Under 
$4-,000 

~w.900 

to$6& 

tote~ 
$10,(XX) 

to $14-.900 

$1~,(XX) 
and Over 

Under 
$4-,000 

~~ 

to$6& 

tote~ 

~,000 to 14-,999 

$1~.000 
and Over 

----- --- -

0 10 

0 10 

B.3 Own Children Under 18 
By Presence of Parents: 1974 

(By 1973 Family Income) 
Black Children 

~Percent Living w.ith Both Parern. 
Percent Livin& With One Parent 

20 40 00 80 70 80 
Percent 

White Children - -

20 30 40 00 80 70 80 
Percent 

- -Sou~ the €eusus - -
22 September 197:) 

.IOO 



• For blacks, the proportion of children living with both parents varied widely with 
the income status of the family. 

• Among families with incomes under $4,000 in 1973, less than one-fifth of all 
black children were living with both parents. 

• However, nearly 9 out of ten black children in families with income levels of 
$15,000 and over had both parents present. 
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• Fertility levels continued to fall in the 1970's. 

• Between 1970 and 1973, total fertility rates (the average number of births that each 
woman would have in her lifetime) declined at about the same pace for black and 
white women. 

• In 1973, the rate was 1.80 children per white woman, and 2.47 children per 
woman for blacks and other races. 
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• The proportion of high school graduates rose faster for blacks than for whites 
between 1970 and 1974. However, there was still a noticeable educational 
difference. 

• Among young black men 68 percent were high school graduates in 1974 
compared with 86 percent of white men. 

• Among young black women 75 percent were high school graduates 
compared with 85 percent of white women. 

• Only 41 percent of all blacks 25 years old and over are high school graduates compared 
with 72 percent of those 20 to 24 years old. 

/) 
(_,. 



C.2 Enrollinent of Blacks in College: 
1970 to 1974 
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• Between 1970 and 1974, the number of blacks enrolled in college grew from 522 
thousand to 814 thousand, an increase of 56 percent. 

• The number of whites enrolled in college grew by only 15 percent. 

• However, within the last four years, college enrollment rates for young black men 
have continued to climb, while those for black women appear to have leveled off. 

• In 1974 there was a higher proportion of young black men than women 
enrolled in college-20 percent among black men compared with 16 percent 
among black women. 
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• As labor market conditions deteriorated, jobless rates surged during late 1974 and 
early 1975. 

• Unemployment among blacks and other races jumped from a 1974 annual rate of 
9.9 percent to a seasonally adjusted rate of 13.7 percent for the first quarter of 
1975, and 14.3 percent in the second quarter. 

• Among whites, the rate increased from an annual rate of 5.0 percent in 1974 to a 
seasonally adjusted rate of 7.5 percent in the first quarter of 1975, and 8.2 percent 
in the second quarter. 

• During this steep climb, unemployment rates for blacks generally remained about 
double those for whites. 

.... 
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• During the past decade there has been a greater degree of occupational upgrading 
among employed black and other races than among employed whites. 

• During the past decade, the proportion of men of black and other races employed in 
white-collar jobs (a broad wouping which includes sales and clerical prisitions as well 
as higher level professional and managerial jobs) rose from 16 to 24 percent while 
the comparable percentages for whites remained just over 40 percent. 

• Among women of black and other races the percentage-in white-collar jObs nearly 
doubled during the decade from 22 percent to 42 percent, while the percentage for 
white women remained a little over 60 percent. 

• The proportion of blacks employed as craft workers rose over the decade from 12 to 
16 percent, while the proportion among whites remained at about 20 percent. 
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• Husband-wife families generally have median incomes which are higher than those of 
other types of families, primarily because they are more likely to have two or more 
earners. 

• In 1974, black husband-wife families with the wife in the paid labor force had a _ 
I median income of about $13,000 compared to median incomes of $7 ,810 for all 

black families and about $4,500 for families h~aded b a woman. 

• Between 1970 and 1974 the proportion of black families with wives in the paid labor 
force decreased from 36 to 33 percent. The proportion for their white counterparts 
increased from 34 to 37 percent. 

• The median income ratio of. black families to white families was 0.58 in 1974. It was 
0.61 in 1970. During the mid and late 1960's. the ratio had risen. 

• One of the more important factors contributing to the decline in the median income 
ratio since 1970 is the increase· in the proportion of female-headed families .• 
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• Since 1970, the number of low-income blacks has remained within a narrow range 
compared to the downward trend observed during the 1960's. 

• In 1974, there were 7.5 million blacks and 16.3 million whites below the poverty, or 
low-income, level. 

• This represents 31 percent of the black population, more than three times 
the comparable proportion of 9 percent for the white population. 
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E.3 Persons Below The Low-Income 
Level: 1959 to 1974 
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• Between 1966 and 1974, black persons in families with a female head increased 
markedly as a proportion of all low income black persons - from 36 to 56 percent. 

• The opposite was true for persons in families with a male head. 

• The percentage dropped from 56 to 31 percent. 



E.4 Low-Income Blacks 
By Family Relationship: 1966 and 1974 
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• Among blacks, the average life expectancy at birth in 1973 was 61.9 years for males, 
and 70.1 years for females. 

• Life expectancy for whites was higher among both sexes; 68.4 years and 
76.1 years. respectively. 



F.1 Life Expectancy At Birth: 1973 
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F .2 Death Rates for the Four Leading Causes 
Among Black and Other Races: 1973 

Deaths per 100,000 population 
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F.3 Infant Mortality Rates: 1960 and 1973 
(Infant Deaths Per 1,000 Live Births) 
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• In 1973 death rates for both sexes for major cardiovascular diseases and malignant 
neoplasms were considerably lower among blacks and other races than among their 
white counterparts. 

• However, rates among blacks and other races were higher than among whites for 
two leading causes, accidents and homicide. 

• The infant mortality rates for both blacks and whites have declined significantly in 
the 1960's and 19,JO's. 

• The decline among blacks has been particularly striking. 

• In 1960, the infant mortality rate for blacks was 43.2 per 1,000 live births, 

compared with ~r 1,000 in 1973. =----- ~----=----------- ~ - --- -



F.4 Percent of Persons Under 65 Years 
of Age With Hospital Insurance Coverage: 197"> 

By Family Income 
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• In 1972, blacks under 65 years of age were less likely to have hospital insurance 
cowrage than whites. 

• However, within each of the racial groups, hospital insurance coverage varied 
substantially by income lewl. 

• Among the $10,000 and over income group, 85 percent of blacks had 
hospital cowrage, more than double the 31 percent for blacks with income 
under $5,000. 



G.1 Percent Owner-Occupied Housing Units: 1973 
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• Blacks are less likely to own their own homes than whites. 

• In 1973 about 43 percent of all black households lived in homes they owned 
or were buying, compared to 67 percent of white .households. 

• For both blacks and whites, home ownership rates were higher in nonmetropolitan 
areas and suburbs (metropolitan rings) than inside central cities. 

• In 1973 the homeownership rate for blacks was very close to the 1970 level; 
however, there was a slight increase among whites. 

• Blacks are more likely to live in "crowded" conditions than whites. The Department 
of Housing and Urban Development considers a housing unit with a ratio of 1.01 or 
more persons per room "crowded." 

• Among black households, about 12 percent of the owner-occupied house­
holds lived in units with 1.01 or more persons per room in 1973. This was 
about three times the proportion among white owner-occupied units. 

• About 14 percent of black renter-occupied units were "crowded" compared 
to almost 6 percent among whites. 
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H.1 Percent Voter Registration of the Black 
Population of Voting Age: 1966 to 1974 
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• Voter registration rates for blacks in 1974 were at the lovvest level reported for any 
of the last five general elections. 

• In 1974 about 55 percent of the black electorate was registered to vote. 

• About one-third of the black American electorate reported that they .voted in the 
congressional election of 1974. 

• This turnout was about 10 percentage points lovver than the 1970 
congressional election and 18 percentage points lovver than the 1972 
Presidential election. 

• However, similar declines were noted for whites. By 1974 voter participation 
was at a low of 46 percent. 



H.2 Black Elected Officials 
in the United States: 1969 to 1975 
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• More and more blacks are being elected to public office. 

• In 1975, 3,503 blacks were holding elective office, nearly triple the 1969 figure of 
1, 185. 
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I.1 Crime Victimization Rates: 1973 
(Rate Per 1,000 Persons 12 Years Old and Over) 
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• In 1973 the victimization rate for crimes of violence and common theft, including 
attempts, was not significantly different for blacks and whites - 132 and 127 per 
thousand persons 12 years old and over, respectively. 

• Victimization rates for blacks and whites were generally higher among the males, 
and there is some evidence that the rate for black males was higher than that for 
white males. 

• No difference exists between the rates for black and white females. 
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• Blacks were much more likely than whites to have been the victims of violent crimes 
- 47 per 1,000 population for blacks compared with 32 per 1,000 population for 
whites. 
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