
The original documents are located in Box 36, folder “World Trade Week” of the William 
J. Baroody Files at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library. 

 
Copyright Notice 

The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, United States Code) governs the making of 
photocopies or other reproductions of copyrighted material. Gerald R. Ford donated to the United 
States of America his copyrights in all of his unpublished writings in National Archives collections.  
Works prepared by U.S. Government employees as part of their official duties are in the public 
domain.  The copyrights to materials written by other individuals or organizations are presumed to 
remain with them.   If you think any of the information displayed in the PDF is subject to a valid 
copyright claim, please contact the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library.  



World Trade Week, 1975 

By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 
America approaches the 200th anniversary of national independence 

at a time when events at home and abroad demonstrate the inter
dependence of the community of nations. 

Interdependence and its impact on all Americans is particularly 
apparent in world trade. 

Through world trade, Americans expand with others the flow of goods 
and services to all peoples and enhance the economic well-being of all 
countries. In so doing, we recommit the United States to an open world 
economic order and reconfirm our pledge to international peace and 
understanding. 

The Congress of the United States underscored America's dedication 
to more free and fair international commerce with passage of the Trade 
Act of 1974. That act enables us to move toward multilateral negotia
tions that will open the way to improved access to foreign markets for 
American goods and to vital raw materials. 

In the face of economic stress at home, more exports mean more jobs 
for Americans, more purchasing power for America's consumers and 
more business for our manufacturers. Exports help us meet the swiftly 
rising cost of the energy we consume. They are the source of equilibrium 
in our balance of payments. 

World trade joins nations in peaceful and creative partnership. It 
has greater significance today than ever before. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GERALD R. FORD, President of the 
United States of America, do hereby proclaim the week beginning 
May 18, 1975, as World Trade Week, and I call upon all Americans to 
cooperate in observing that week by participating with the business com
munity and all levels of government in activities that emphasize the 
importance of world trade to the United States economy and to our 
relations with other nations. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fifth 
day of April, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred seventy-five, and 
of the Independence of the United States of America the one hundred 
ninety-ninth. 
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in our balance of payments. 

World trade joins nations in peaceful and creative partnership. It 
has greater significance today than ever before. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GERALD R. FORD, President of the 
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World Trade Week, 1976 

By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

When our Nation's founders met two hundred years ago in Philadelphia to declare 
our independence, they categorized in unambiguous terms the reasons that compelled 
them to embark upon such a momentous and irrevocable course. "Cutting off our Trade 
with all Parts of the World" was high on the list of grievances. 

The patriots who declared independence in 1776 set the United States on the path 
to leadership in the interdependent world of 1976. Their action enabled us, over a 
period of two centuries, to construct a firm foundation of commercial alliances with 
nations around the globe. Last year our two-way trade with other nations amounted 
to $204 billion, with a record trade surplus of more than $11 billion. 

America's performance in the world marketplace is a true measure of the quality 
of American products, the extent of American ingenuity, and the dedication of 
American labor and industry to international commerce. Trade has been indispensable 
to our economic growth, to the greater well-being of our citizens, and to peaceful 
progress in our relationships abroad. It remains indispensable as we look to the new 
horizons of our third century. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GERALD R. FORD, President of the United States of 
America, do hereby proclaim the week beginning May 16, 1976, as World Trade Week. 
I call upon all Americans to join with business, labor, agricultural, educational, 
professional and civic groups, and public officials at all levels of Government, in observ
ing World Trade Week with appropriate activities and ceremonies. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this eighth day of April, 
in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred seventy-six, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the two hundredth. 
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By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

When our Nation's founders met two hundred years ago in Philadelphia to declare 
our independence, they categorized in unambiguous terms the reasons that compelled 
them to embark upon such a momentous and irrevocable course. "Cutting off our Trade 
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in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred seventy-six, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the two hundredth. 
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BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

A PROCLAMATION 

America approaches the 200th anniversary of 
national independence at a time when events at home 
and abroad demonstrate the interdependence of the 
community of nations. 

Interdependence and its impact on all Americans 
is particularly apparent in world trade. 

Through world trade, Americans expand with others·;,_, 
the flow of goods and services to all peoples and enhan.Q,e 
the economic well-being of all countries. In so doing, -
we recommit the United States to an open world economic 
order and reconfirm our pledge to international peace 
and understanding. 

The Congress of the United States underscored 
America's dedication to more free and fair international 
commerce with passage of the Trade Act of 1974. That act 
enables us to move toward multilateral negotiations that 
will open the way to improved access to foreign markets 
for American goods and to vital raw materials. 

In the face of economic stress at home~ more exports 
mean more jobs for Americans, more purchasing power for 
America's consumers and more business for our manufacturers. 
Exports help us meet the swiftly rising cost of the energy 
we consume. They are the source of equilibrium in our 
balance of payments. 

World trade joins nations in peaceful and 
creative partnership. It has greater significance 
today than ever before. 

NOW, THEREFORE: I, GERALD R. FORD, President of 
the United States of America, do hereby proclaim the 
week beginning May 18, 1975, as World Trade Week, and 
I call upon all Americans to cooperate in observing 
that week by participating with the business com.'Ilunity 
and all levels of government in activities that emphasize 
the importance of world trade to the United States 
economy and to our relations with other nations. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand 
this fifth day of April , in 
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred seventy·-five, 
and of the Independence of the United States of America 
the one hundred ninety-ninth. 

GERALD R. FORD 
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