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National Defense Transportation Day 
and National Transportation 

Week, 1975 
By the President of the United States of A merica 

A Proclamation 

Throughout the history of the U nited States, our progress as a Nation has been 
closely tied to progress in the development of our transportation system. Generations 

of men and women who pioneered and developed the great networks by which we 

move goods and people today stand high in the ranks of those who have helped make 

America great. 
As the Nation grew, so did its need for mobility. During the last century, this need 

was well served by expanding rail and water transportation systems. Today, the need 

is served by a broader range of systems. Motor vehicles and aircraft provide rapid 

access to every region. 
There are still changing needs and new demands for the movement of our people 

and the goods they produce. Yesterday's methods may not be adequate to overcome 
the problem of congestion in many of our large population centers. Also, fuels that 

have powered our transportation machinery in the past may not be sufficient to meet 
the demands of the future. 

So, once again, we look to the people in our transportation industry to make the 
adjustments required by the changing times. We look to them with the confidence 
that they will perform as they have in the past and provide improvements that will 
ensure fast, safe, efficient, and convenient transportation. 

In acknowledgement of the importance of our transportation system, the Congress, 

by a joint resolution approved May 16, 1957 (71 Stat. 30, 36 U.S.C. 160), requested 
the President to proclaim the third Friday in May of each year as National Defense 
Transportation Day, and, by a joint resolution approved May 14, 1962 (76 Stat. 69, 
36 U .S.C. 166), requested the President to proclaim the week in which that Friday 
falls as National Transportation Week. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I , GERALD R. FORD, President of the United States of 
America, do hereby designate Friday, May 16, 1975, as National Defense Trans
portation Day, and the week beginning May 11 , 1975, as National Transportation 
Week. 

I particularly urge that governors and other elected officials as well as the people 
of America join with the Department of Transportation in observing this week. It is 
an observance that is well deserved. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this tenth day of April 
in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred seventy-five, and of the Independence of 
the United States of America the one hundred ninety-ninth. 
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National Defense Transportation 

Day and National Transportation 

Week, 1976 

By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

The economic prosperity of the United States and the maintenance of our national 
defense depend in large measure on our ability to move goods and people. 

The Nation's transportation network is one of our greatest physical assets. We 
have more than 25,000 miles of inland waterways, 200,000 miles of railroad, four 
million miles of streets and highways, and 12,500 airports. 

As we look to the future, our transportation systems must meet the changing 
needs and demands of our society. We need to continue the decentralization of 
authority and increase the flexibility needed by State and local governments to meet 
their transportation problems. The Federal government must establish economic and 
regulatory policies which will promote increased efficiency and healthy competition, 
foster new technologies and energy conservation, and provide lower cost service to the 
consumer and shipper. 

In recognition of the importance of our transportation system, the Congress has 
requested the President to proclaim annually the third Friday in May as National 
Defense Transportation Day, and the week in which that Friday falls as National 
Transportation Week (71 Stat. 30; 36 U.S.C. 160; 76 Stat. 69; 36 U.S.C. 166) . 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GERALD R. FORD, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby designate Friday, May 21, 1976, as National Defense Trans
portation Day, and the week beginning May 16, 1976, as National Transportation 
Week. 

I urge the Governors of our States and other appropriate officials, organizations 
concerned with transportation, and the people of the United States to join with the 
Department of Transportation in observing this week. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fifteenth day of 
April, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred seventy-six, and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the two hundredth. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

April 24, 1975 

ROLAND ELLIOTT 

MARGUERITE MCAULIFFE~ 

Please arrange to have the attached letter 
robe-typed to the individuals on the enclosed 
list for the National Defense Transportation 
Day Proclamation. 

Thanks very much. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 23, 1975 

Dear 

President Ford recently signed a Proclamation designating 
May 16th as National Defense Transportation Day and the 
week beginning May 11th as National Transportation Week. 
In his Proclamation the President states, 11 

••• we look 
to the people in our transportation industry to make the 
adjustments required by the changing times. We look to 
them with the confidence that they will perform as they 
have in the past and provide impro_vements that will en
sure fast, safe, efficient, and convenient transportation. 

The President asked that I send you the enclosed duplicate 
of his Proclamation as a small remembrance of this 
occasion. It comes to you with his very best wishes. 

Enclosure 

Sincerely, 

t/Jdt~~ 
William J. Baroody, Jr. 
Assistant to the President 
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April Z3 • 1975 

Dear 

President Ford recently signed a Proclamation designating 
May 16th as National Defense Tranaporta.tion Day and the 
week beginning May 11th aa National Transportation Week. 
In his Proclamation the President stat a, " ••• we look 
to the people in our transportation induatry to mak the 
adjustments required by the changins times. We look to 
them with the confidence that th y will perform as they 
have in the past and provide improvements that will en .. 
sure fast, safe, efficient. and convenient transportation. 

The Preaid nt a•ked that I send you the enclosed duplicate 
of his Proclamation as a. •mall remembrance of thb 
occasion. It comes to you with his very beet w1sbea. 

Enclosure 

Sincerely, 

William 1. Baroody 1 Jr. 
Aaalatant to the Pr aident 



NATIONAL DEFENSE TRANSPORTATION ASSOCIATION 
ROOM 706 • 1612 K STREET, N.W. • WASHINGTON, D. C. 20006 

(202) 331-1414 

Chairman of the Board, Robley L Mangold • President, Peter T. Albert • Senior Vice President, Everett Hutchinson • Executive Vice President, Gerald W. Collins 

30th ANNUAL TRANSPORTATION and LOGISTICS FORUM and EXPOSITION 

Sheraton Waikiki Hotel • October 5·8, 1975 • Honolulu, Hawaii 

April 7, 1975 

Ms Marguerite McAuliffe 
Room 197 
Old Executive Office Building 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear Marguerite: 

Attached is the list of the NDTA Chapters who should receive a ceremonial copy 
of the Proclamation for National Defense Transportation Day and National Transportation 
Week. There are 34 on the list; the others I have deleted in order to have 16 Proclamations 
available for the Department of Transportation out of our complex of 50. 

In addition, please order 100 ceremonial copies at a cost of $205.00 and, if possible, 
send the invoice to: 

Mr. Joseph W. Mac Conkey 
Regional Coordinator 
Office of Public Affairs 
Department of Transportation 
400 Seventh Street, S. W. 
Washington, D. C. 20591 

The copies purchased by DOT will be sent out to all the DOT Secretarial Representatives' 
offices in their respective regions. 

Please send the 16 Proclamations out of our complex of 50 to me, and I wil I forward them 
on to the Department of Transportation. 

Thank you for all the assistance you have given us. Your cooperation has been extremely 
helpful. 

Sincerely, 

~9~ 
Helen J. Amidon 
National Secretary/Treasurer 

attach: 
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