
The original documents are located in Box 35, folder “Memorial Day” of the William J. 
Baroody Files at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library. 

 
Copyright Notice 

The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, United States Code) governs the making of 
photocopies or other reproductions of copyrighted material. Gerald R. Ford donated to the United 
States of America his copyrights in all of his unpublished writings in National Archives collections.  
Works prepared by U.S. Government employees as part of their official duties are in the public 
domain.  The copyrights to materials written by other individuals or organizations are presumed to 
remain with them.   If you think any of the information displayed in the PDF is subject to a valid 
copyright claim, please contact the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library.  



Prayer for Peace 

Memorial Day, May 26, 1975 
By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

At the height of the Civil War, President Lincoln proclaimed at a battlefield 
cemetery "that we here highly resolve that these dead shall not have died in vain." 
Shortly after that tragic war, a day was set aside each year to honor those who gave 
their lives. 

Over 100 years have passed since that simple but moving ceremony at Gettys­
burg. There have been many Memorial Days, and many more Americans have died 
in defense of what we believe in. As Thomas Paine said, "Those who would reap 
the blessings of freedom must . . . undergo the fatigue of supporting it." Today, 
because of the sacrifice and courage of American men and women, we are a free 
Nation at peace. 

Let us dedicate ourselves today, and every day, to honoring those valiant 
Americans who died in service to their country. Let us gain strength from their 
sacrifice and devote ourselves to the peaceful pursuits which freedom allows and 
progress demands. 

With faith in ourselves, future Memorial Days will find us still united in our 
purpose. Let us join together in working toward the greatest memorial we can 
construct for those who lay down their lives for us- a peace so durable that there 
will be no need for further sacrifices. 

In recognition of those Americans to whom we pay tribute today, the Congress, 
by joint resolution of May 11, 1950 ( 64 Stat. 158), has requested that the President 
issue a Proclamation calling upon the people of the United States to observe each 
Memorial Day as a day of prayer for permanent peace and to designate a period 
during that day when the people of the United States might unite in prayer. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GERALD R. FORD, President of the United 
States of America, do hereby designate Memorial Day, Monday, May 26, 1975, as 
a day of prayer for permanent peace, and I designate the hour beginning in each 
locality at 11 o'clock in the morning of that day as a time to unite in prayer. 

I urge all of America's news media to assist in this observance. 
I direct that the flag of the United States be flown at half-staff until noon on 

Memorial Day on all buildings, grounds, and naval vessels of the Federal Govern­
ment throughout the United States and all areas under its jurisdiction and control. 

I also call upon the Governors of the fifty States, the Governor of the Com­
monwealth of Puerto Rico, and appropriate officials of all local units of government 
to direct that the flag be flown at half-staff on all public buildings during the 
customary forenoon period; and I request the people of the United States to display 
the flag at half-staff from their homes for the same period. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-second 
day of May, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred seventy-five, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the one hundred ninety-ninth. 
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Prayer for Peace 

Memorial Day, May 26, 1975 
By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

At the height of the Civil War, President Lincoln proclaimed at a battlefield 
cemetery "that we here highly resolve that these dead shall not have died in vain." 
Shortly after that tragic war, a day was set aside each year to honor those who gave 
their lives. 

Over 100 years have passed since that simple but moving ceremony at Gettys­
burg. There have been many Memorial Days, and many more Americans have died 
in defense of what we believe in. As Thomas Paine said, "Those who would reap 
the blessings of freedom must ... undergo the fatigue of supporting it." Today, 
because of the sacrifice and courage of American men and women, we are a free 
Nation at peace. 

Let us dedicate ourselves today, and every day, to honoring those valiant 
Americans who died in service to their country. Let us gain strength from their 
sacrifice and devote ourselves to the peaceful pursuits which freedom allows and 
progress demands. 

With faith in ourselves, future Memorial Days will find us still united in our 
purpose. Let us join together in working toward the greatest memorial we can 
construct for those who lay down their lives for us- a peace so durable that there 
will be no need for further sacrifices. 

In recognition of those Americans to whom we pay tribute today, the Congress, 
by joint resolution of May 11, 1950 ( 64 Stat. 158), has requested that the President 
issue a Proclamation calling upon the people of the United States to observe each 
Memorial Day as a day of prayer for permanent peace and to designate a period 
during that day when the people of the United States might unite in prayer. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GERALD R. FORD, President of the United 
States of America, do hereby designate Memorial Day, Monday, May 26, 1975, as 
a day of prayer for permanent peace, and I designate the hour beginning in each 
locality at 11 o'clock in the morning of that day as a time to unite in prayer. 

I urge all of America's news media to assist in this observance. 
I direct that the flag of the United States be flown at half-staff until noon on 

Memorial Day on all buildings, grounds, and naval vessels of the Federal Govern­
ment throughout the United States and all areas under its jurisdiction and control. 

I also call upon the Governors of the fifty States, the Governor of the Com­
monwealth of Puerto Rico, and appropriate officials of all local units of government 
to direct that the flag be flown at half-staff on all public buildings during the 
customary forenoon period; and I request the people of the United States to display 
the flag at half-staff from their homes for the same period. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-second 
day of May, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred seventy-five, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the one hundred ninety-ninth. 
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Prayer for Peace 

Memorial Day, May 31, 1976 

By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

In this, our Nation's 200th year, Memorial Day has special significance. As we 
honor those who gave their lives that our experiment with liberty might succeed, we 
can be proud of what America has accomplished. We are at peace. Our Nation and our 
way of life endure. The sacrifices of 200 years have preserved both individual freedom 
and national unity . 

As we mark this milestone of our national independence, however, we must not 
forget the lessons of history. Other nations have risen to great heights only to weaken in 
their resolve. We must not repeat their error. We must remain strong in our defense 
and steadfast in our resolve to uphold the principles with which we began two 
centuries ago. 

In accord with the request of the Congress, by joint resolution of May 11, 1950 
(64 Stat. 158) , let us especially pray on Memorial Day that our continued resolve and 
our eternal vigilance will bring lasting peace to peoples yearning for peace, and that 
our honored dead shall not have died in vain. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I , GERALD R. FORD, President of the United States of 
America, do hereby designate Memorial Day, Monday, May 31 , 1976, as a day of 
prayer for permanent peace, and I designate the hour beginning in each locality at 
11 o'clock in the morning of that day as a time to unite in prayer. 

I urge the press, radio, television, and all other information media to join in this 
observance. 

I also call upon the appropriate officials of all levels of government to fly the flag 
at half-staff until noon during Memorial Day on all buildings, grounds, and naval 
vessels throughout the United States and in all areas under its jurisdiction and control, 
and I request the people of the United States to display the flag at half-staff from their 
homes for the same customary forenoon period. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this nineteenth day of 
May, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred seventy-six, and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the two hundredth. 



Prayer for Peace 

Memorial Day, May 31, 1976 

By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

• 

In this, our Nation's 200th year, Memorial Day has special significance. As we 
honor those who gave their lives that our experiment with liberty might succeed, we 
can be proud of what America has accomplished. We are at peace. Our Nation and our 
way of life endure. The sacrifices of 200 years have preserved both individual freedom 
and national unity. 

As we mark this milestone of our national independence, however, we must not 
forget the lessons of history. Other nations have risen to great heights only to weaken in 
their resolve. We must not repeat their error. We must remain strong in our defense 
and steadfast in our resolve to uphold the principles with which we began two 
centuries ago. 

In accord with the request of the Congress, by joint resolution of May 11, 1950 
(64 Stat. 158), let us especially pray on Memorial Day that our continued resolve and 
our eternal vigilance will bring lasting peace to peoples yearning for peace, and that 
our honored dead shall not have died in vain. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GERALD R. FORD, President of the United States of 
America, do hereby designate Memorial Day, Monday, May 31, 1976, as a day of 
prayer for permanent peace, and I designate the hour beginning in each locality at 
11 o'clock in the morning of that day as a time to unite in prayer. 

I urge the press, radio, television, and all other information media to join in this 
observance. 

I also call upon the appropriate officials of all levels of government to fly the flag 
at half-staff until noon during Memorial Day on all buildings, grounds, and naval 
vessels throughout the United States and in all areas under its jurisdiction and control, 
and I request the people of the United States to display the flag at half-staff from their 
homes for the same customary forenoon period. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this nineteenth day of 
May, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred seventy-six, and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the two hundredth. 
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May 23, 1975 

Dear 

President Ford recently •igned a Proclamation designating 
May Z6th as Memorial Day, 1975. In ht. Proclamation th 
President etate1. "Let us dedicat ureelvea tod y, and 
every day. to honoring those valiant American• who dted in 
service to their country ••• Let us join together in working 
toward the gl"eateet memorial we can construct for those who 
lay down their liwv for us .... a peace ao durable that there 
will be non ed for further sacrific a. n 

The Pr a ident asked that I send you the enclosed duplicate 
of hie Memorial Day Proclamation aa a •mall remembrance 
of thi occasion. It cornea to yo1.1 with hie very beat wishes. 

Sincerely, 

Th odore C. Marrs 
Special Aaaistant to the President 

Enclosure 



.5/26/75 

These letters went to 
Stripping Desk on Saturday 
with proclamations. Thanks. 

Correspondence 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 23, 1975 

Dear 

President Ford recently signed a Proclamation designating 
May 26th as Memorial Day, 1975. In his Proclamation the 
President states, 11Let us dedicate ourselves today, and 
every day, to honoring those valiant Americans who died in 
service to their country ... Let us join together in working 
toward the greatest memorial we can construct for those who 
lay down their lives for us -- a peace so durable that there 
will be no need for further sacrifices. 11 

The President asked that I send you the enclosed duplicate 
of his Memorial Day Proclamation as a small remembrance 
of this occasion. It comes to you with his very best wishes. 

Sincerely, 

Theodore C. Marrs 
Special Assistant to the President 

Enclosure 
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VETER~NS ORGA.NIZATIONS 

AIR FORCE ASSOCIATION 

v 

National Headquarters Address 
1750 Pennsylvania Avenue , N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20006 

Joe L. Shosid 
National President 

John Gray 
Asst. Exec. Director 

AIR FORCE SERGEANTS ASSOCIATION 
National Headquarters Address 
6101 28th Avenue, Suite 73 . ' Marlow Heights, · MD 20031 

Washington Address 
P.O. Box 31050 
Washington, D.C. 20031 

298-9123 

/ 
) 

(H) (817) 731-2126 

(H) (202) 554-5768 

423-2040 

-·cnief Master Sgt. -M. - E~ Hcimmer~ USA'.F' -,,-}-rz-A-ko./' 

lnte rnational Pre siderit-

Frank Fini 
Executive Director 

Chief Mast er Sergeant Donald L. Harlow 
USAF(Ret) 

Director of Legislation 

(H) 568-6879 

(r~J) _)-37- - \L ;;·-:y 7 
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THE AMERICAN LEGION 
National Headquarters Address 
700 North Pennsylvania Street 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46206 

Wa shington Address 
1608 K Street, N.W. 
Washington, 0 1. C. , 20006 

yrJ , 
Mr. James "W. Wagonseller 
National Command~r 

Jfa1fles Watkins 

(317) 635-8411 

EX3-4811 

(H) (614) 653-6907 
(0) (61 4 ) 654-1238 

(H) (301) 326-3 8 84 
Director-National Public Relations Div. 

William F. Hauck 
National Adjutant 

J Me " (J2. W1 L'.>ZM... 
b 1 It.~~ - IVk'\'\ • ,J ~ 

AL'1VETS (American Veterans of W.W. II) 
Na tional Headquarters Address 
1710 Rhode Island Avenue, N.W. 
Wa shington, D. C. .:::!_ (J O 3 C 

Mr . Ess l e y B. Bur dine 
Na tional Comma~der 

Leon Sanchez 
Na tional Executive Dire ctor 

223-9550 

:? f'1 ~ 1-?.- '11 
( H) -S-S:g::Ufr8 
(61 7 ) 893-6865 

(H) 451-75 29 

t:,q.y, 111.,Jr ~ MuA./ oJ J/.nvrn<- f" ,,._,7 
A11r. - C.Aa. r't e..:5 . IJ. A1~, 611-' 1 v~ 
PA~JI ,,~.,.. 

J f Fo... 1.to~ . C11tert .e... 

/J!l If I /1 /Y' .e.. €. " ,A// (( 5 .5 o ). I 1'/ 
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Al~IBRICAN VETERANS COMMITTEE 
National Headquarters Address 
1333 Connecticut Ave., N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20036 

Arthu~~ S. · Freeman 

National Chaitman ~ 

Mrs. June A. Willenz 
Executive Director 

ASSOCIATION OF U.S. ARMY 
National Headquarters Address 
1529 18th Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20036 

Ed Logelin 
National President 

Maj. General Robert F. Cocklin 
Director of Public Affairs 

BLINDED VETERANS ASSOCIATION 
National Headquarters Address 
1735 DeSales Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20036 

Clyde W. Waugh 
National President 

Robert D. Carter 
Executive Director 

~i~n 
National Field Service Director 

/"" 

293-4890 

483-1800 

(H) 312) 642-1906 

(H) 528-8008 

347-4010 

I 
I 

(H) (305) 822 - 8753 I 
I 

(H) 244-5964 

(H) 978-8066 
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CATHOLIC WAR VETERANS OF THE USA 
National Headquarters Address 
2 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20001 

G Neil G. Knowles, National Commander 

1

1 

Home - 111 East Th.ird Street 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 11218 

737-9600 

(H) ( 212) GE6-1334 

(H) (212) 833-0072 Francis X. McBarron 
Of_fice _Administrator 
rs ..-==1.:--·

10atinn-al PresidenJ 

DAV 
=-=-

33 Marion Drive of the Auxiliary {H) (216) 7S7-4783 I 
Poland, Ohio 44514 1 

(Disabled American Veterans) 
National Headquarters Address 
P.O. Box 14301 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45214 

Washington Address 
1221 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D. C. 20005 

(606) 441-7300 

737-2434 

Walter T. G;t:"_eaney- II/ //o_,rD Cd;cLE (0) (617)969-0100 
National Commander .Jr.•,r.c.iCr' f/,N~/5 //.li":: 5 Ext. 2469 

I);., I 3 D ( H) ( 61 7) 5 2 2-7 8 2 5 
John J. Keller 
National Service Director (H) 262-7069 

DISABLED OFFICERS ASSOCIATION 
National Headquarters Address 

331-1034 

1612 K Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20006 

Julian H. Hopkins 
National Commander 

Maj. Walter J. Re illy 
Chief of Staff 

(402) 488-5305 

(703) 491-1335 
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FLEET RESERVE ASSOCIATION 
National Headquarters Address 
1303 New Hampshire Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D. C. 20036 

Albert-E. Wilson 
National President 

785-2768 

Robert W. Nolan (H) 323-5895 
National Executive Secretary 

JEWISH WAR VETERANS OF THE UNITED STATES 265-6280 
National Headquarters Address 
1712 New Hampshire Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20009 

Paul Ribner 
National Commander 

(H) 
Chambers 

(215) L07-0209 
(215) L03-6090 

Colonel Irwin R. Ziff 
l .. m. National Ex. Dir. 

MARINE CORPS LEAGUE 
National Headquarters Address 
933 N. Kenmore Street, Rm 321 
Arlington, Virginia 22201 

Ri~~~d ; .- ~~~ r~e~ --1 
National Comm<'!Edant / 

LynnH. Cavin 
Special Asst. to Commandant 

(H) 273-4662 

524-1137 

(H) (703) 494-7427 
(0) 694-2522 

(H) (301) 464-2219 
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MILITARY ORDER OF THE PURPLE HEART 
National Headquarters Address 
1444 Rhode Island Avenue , N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20013 

John R. Eletto 
National Commander 

Richard P. Golick 

Adjutant General 

-.. .. - - Anna Elsing­
Executive SecJ::etar;y 

I 
MILITARY . ORDER OF WORLD .WARS' _. -

National Headquarters Address 
1100 17th Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20036 

Cmdr. J. Paul Scheetz 
Commander-in-Chief 

Brig. General A. R. Brownfield 
Chief of Staff 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF CONCERJ.~ED VETERANS 
National Headquarters Address 

1900T, Street, N. W., Room 314 ' 
Washington, D. C. 20036 

Jaek-F-rost 
Executive Di:.r-e-Gtor 

Je r-FEtt.JE5 CAiley 
/J /fr t.-1;./>'M,., Wt ~ I ~ • 

667-2227 

(H) 379-2623 

296-3923 

(H) (412) HA.1-1783 

(H) 534-8456 

785-2155 

(H) 243-9591 

--- - ---------- ... 
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NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR UNIFOrut.lED SERVICES 525-3710 
National Headquarters Address 
956 North Monroe 
Arlington, Virginia 22201 

¢.., () VJ ,._jJ~ 7,Aj . /J _,LA: {.,I ex•~~ ;/J. _/X-Jt.~rY... .rv "--/'( / 

National President 

B"ri,g: ·: Gen ___ Halletti\ D. Edson 
Executive Vice Bresident 

NATIONAL GUARD ASSOCIATION 
National Headquarters Address 
1 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20001 

Maj-. Gen. Henry W. McMillan 
National President 

Col. James B. Deerin 
Executive Vice President 

NAVAL ,-RESERVE ASSOCIATION 
National Headquarters Address 
1913 "Eye" Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20006 

Captain Morton Leavitt , USNR (Ret .) 
National President 

(-Ht=" S--3 8 5 I 4 o 

{H) 536-4540 

347-0341 

(H) (904) 829-2231 

(H) (301) 226-5569 

333-1300 

(H) ( 216}461-4 597 

Rear Admiral J. Nevin Shaffer, USN (Re t) (H) 785-0951 
Executive Director 437-3184 
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NAVY LEAGUE OF THE U.S. 
National Headquarters Address 
818 18th Street, N.W. Suite 300 
Washington, D.C. 20006 

Ernest A. Carrere, Jr. 
National President 

('I 

Captain Vincent~Thomas , tJ'/ i 
C~ Executive .ff;..'"\..~ 

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS ASSOCIATION 
National Headquarters Address 
iiO Ma.ryla.nd Avenue, N. E., Suite 510 
Washington, D. C. 20002 

James o. Duncan 
National President 

C. A. (Mack) McKinney 
Dir. Legislative Affairs 

PARALYZED VETERANS OF AMERICA, I NC. 
National Headquarters Address 
7315 Wisconsin Avenue - Suite 301-W 
Washington, D.C. 20014 

Donald Broderick 
National President 

James Maye 
National Service Director 

298-9282 

(H) (504) 488-6936 

(H) 631-0571 

546-7891 {7892} 

(H) (512) 653-6161 

(H) 524-0490 

(9) 652-3464 

(H) (914) 679-7983 

{H) 871-8435 
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ROA (Reserve Officers Association) 
National Headquarters Address 
1 Constitution Avenue, N.E. 
Washinqton, D.C. 20002 

547-4300 

NATIONAL PRESIDENT I 
Brigadier General Ted W. Sorensen, 

I (312) ,246-2328 
USA FR 

5734 Harvey Avenue 

LaGrange, Illinois 60525 

Colonel John T. Carlton 
Executive Director 

(H) 360- 388 

TROA (The Retired Officers Association) 331-1111 
National Headquarters Address 
1625 "Eye" Street, N.W. 
Washing ton, D. C. 20 0 0 6 /-y' c~ tJ- ,/,:fN..-.,.AJ ~ 

- ·-- -
:LL Gen. John W. Carp~fiter, :ttt, tr~A'.F{Ret) {H) 205 288-0793 
National President 

Colonel Donald c. Foster 
Executive lR:--rec~&r 

-// ' p> ' / o -
{/,(..A":.Jl... //..w_L--<--.~?"""'-

(H) 941-3396 

VFW (Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States) 
National He~dquarters Address 
VFW Building 
Broadway at 34hll Street 
Kansas City, Mo 64111 

Washington Address 
200 Maryland Avenue, N.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20002 

Mr. John Stang 
National Commander-in-Chief 

Cooper Holt 
Executive Director 

Thomas J. Butle r (Betty) 
National President 
Lad1e s Auxiliary 
42 8 Casino A-venue 

Cranford, New Je_rs_ey!._ _92_~§ _____ _ 

(816) 561-3420 

543-2239 

(H) {9 13) 222-324 9 
~O) (913) 222-2550 

(H) 649-1908 

(H} (201) 276-6789 

(O} (201) 27 6-7663 

-·-- -.-·-----
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VETERANS OF WORLD WAR I OF THE USA, INC. 
National Headquarters Address 
916 Prince Street 
Alexandria, Virginia :J:; ] l'f 

Benja.min H. Byers 
National Commander 

UNITED SPANISH WAR VETERANS 
National Headquarters 
P. o. Box 19r5 
Washington, D. C. 20013 

Commander in Chief 
Charles A. Focht 

Beulah M. Cope 
Adjutant General 

836-3060 

(H) 

I 

I 



Mr. E. C. 1'Bus 11 Mills 
National League of Families 
1608 K Street, N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 20006 

Col. Earl Hopper 
National League of Families 
1608 K St., N. W. 
Washington, D. C . 20006 

Mr. Sidney Adair 
Chairman of the Board 
VIVA 

10966 Le Conte Avenue 
Los Angeles, Calif. 90024 

Mr. Robert Treese 
VIVA 

10966 Le Conte Avenue 
Los Angeles, Calif. 90024 

Mr. Frank Sieverts 
Special Assistant to the 

Secretary 
Department of State 
Washington, D. C. 

Dr. Roger E. Shields 
Deputy Assistant Secretary 

of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301 
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MEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 22, 1975 

MEMORANDUM FOR: MARGUERITE McAULIFFE 

The President has signed a Proclamation entitled: 

"Prayer for Peace, Memorial Day, May 26, 1975" 

~,a~ 
Robert D. Linder >· 




