
The original documents are located in Box 35, folder “General Pulaski's Memorial Day” of 
the William J. Baroody Files at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library. 

 
Copyright Notice 

The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, United States Code) governs the making of 
photocopies or other reproductions of copyrighted material. Gerald R. Ford donated to the United 
States of America his copyrights in all of his unpublished writings in National Archives collections.  
Works prepared by U.S. Government employees as part of their official duties are in the public 
domain.  The copyrights to materials written by other individuals or organizations are presumed to 
remain with them.   If you think any of the information displayed in the PDF is subject to a valid 
copyright claim, please contact the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library.  



General Pulaski's Memorial Day, 
1974 

By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

On October 11, 1974, we will honor the 195th anniversary of the 
death of Casimir Pulaski, the selfless patriot who fought courageously 
for the cause of freedom both in Poland and in America. It was on 
October 11, 1779, that Pulaski gave his life for our young Republic, 
fatally wounded while leading a cavalry charge in the battle of Savannah. 

Today, we pay grateful tribute to the heroic sacrifice of Casimir 
Pulaski. And as we do so, we also pay tribute to all Americans of Polish 
ancestry whose talents, energies, and devotion to freedom have contrib
uted greatly to the growth of this Nation since the earliest days. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GERALD R. FORD, President of the 
United States of America, do hereby designate Friday, October 11, 1974, 
as General Pulaski's Memorial Day and I direct the appropriate Govern
ment officials to display the flag of the United States on all Government 
buildings on that day. 

I also invite the people of the United States to observe the day with 
appropriate ceremonies in honor of the memory of General Pulaski and 
his dedication to the defense of liberty. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this tenth 
day of October, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred seventy-four, 
and of the Independence of the United States of America the one hundred 
ninety-ninth. 
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General Pulaski's Memorial Day, 
1974 

By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

On October 11, 1974, we will honor the 195th anniversary of the 
death of Casimir Pulaski, the selfless patriot who fought courageously 
for the cause of freedom both in Poland and in America. It was on 
October 11, 1779, that Pulaski gave his life for our young Republic, 
fatally wounded while leading a cavalry charge in the battle of Savannah. 

Today, we pay grateful tribute to the heroic sacrifice of Casimir 
Pulaski. And as we do so, we also pay tribute to all Americans of Polish 
ancestry whose talents, energies, and devotion to freedom have contrib
uted greatly to the growth of this Nation since the earliest days. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GERALD R. FORD, President of the 
United States of America, do hereby designate Friday, October 11, 1974, 
as General Pulaski's Memorial Day and I direct the appropriate Govern
ment officials to display the flag of the United States on all Government 
buildings on that day. 

I also invite the people of the United States to observe the day with 
appropriate ceremonies in honor of the memory of General Pulaski and 
his dedication to the defense of liberty. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this tenth 
day of October, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred seventy-four, 
and of the Independence of the United States of America the one hundred 
ninety-ninth. 



General Pulaski's Memorial Day, 

1975 

By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

One hundred and ninety-six years ago, Casimir Pulaski, a Polish 
patriot in exile, gave his life in the struggle for American independence. 

General Pulaski came to the United States in 1777, when barely 30 
years of age, to join George Washington's Revolutionary Army. He 
served with great distinction at Brandywine and was promoted by the 
Continental Congress to the rank of Brigadier General. He commanded 
a cavalry division and later organized an independent corps of cavalry 
and light infantry which won acclaim as Pulaski's Legion. In October, 
1779, during the Battle of Savannah, he was mortally wounded while 
leading his cavalry unit in a daring charge. 

It is appropriate to commemorate General Pulaski's heroic sacrifice 
in the cause of freedom. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GERALD R. FORD, President of the 
United States of America, do hereby designate Saturday, October 11, 
1975, as General Pulaski's Memorial Day, and I direct the appropriate 
Government officials to display the flag of the United States on all Gov
ernment buildings on that day. 

I also invite the people of the United States to observe the day with 
appropriate ceremonies in honor of the memory of General Pulaski and 
his dedication to the defense of liberty. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this 
fifteenth day of September, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred 
seventy-five, and of the Independence of the United States of America 
the two-hundredth. 
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General Pulaski's Memorial Day, 

1975 

By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

One hundred and ninety-six years ago, Casimir Pulaski, a Polish 
patriot in exile, gave his life in the struggle for American independence. 

General Pulaski came to the United States in 1777, when barely 30 
years of age, to join George Washington's Revolutionary Army. He 
served with great distinction at Brandywine and was promoted by the 
Continental Congress to the rank of Brigadier General. He commanded 
a cavalry division and later organized an independent corps of cavalry 
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1779, during the Battle of Savannah, he was mortally wounded while 
leading his cavalry unit in a daring charge. 

It is appropriate to commemorate General Pulaski's heroic sacrifice 
in the cause of freedom. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GERALD R. FORD, President of the 
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ernment buildings on that day. 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this 
fifteenth day of September, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred 
seventy-five, and of the Independence of the United States of America 
the two-hundredth . 



General Pulaski's Memorial Day, 1976 

By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

The success of the struggle for American independence was insured in large 
measure by the courage, selflessness and sacrifice of patriots dedicated to the principles 
of freedom and equality. Casimir Pulaski was such a patriot and, one hundred and 
ninety-seven years ago this October, his devotion to these principles and their realiza
tion cost him his life. 

General Pulaski, in exile from his native land, came to America in 1777 to join the 
Revolutionary Army. He fought courageously at Brandywine and in other battles, and 
he commanded Pulaski's Legion which fought so valiantly and contributed greatly to 
the achievement of our independence. 

In October, 1779, General Pulaski died of wounds received in the Battle of 
Savannah. In commemoration of his heroic sacrifice in the cause of American inde
pendence, it is appropriate to pay grateful tribute to him and to the millions of Amer
icans of Polish descent who have played such an important part in founding our 
country, fostering its growth, and preserving and perpetuating its ideals. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GERALD R. FORD, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby designate Monday, October 11, 1976, as General Pulaski's 
Memorial Day and I direct the appropriate Government officials to display the flag of 
the United States on all Government buildings on that day. 

I also invite the people of the United States to honor the memory of General 
Pulaski on that day with appropriate exercises and ceremonies in suitable places 
throughout our land. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have h_ereunto set my hand this eighth day of 
September, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred seventy-six, and of the Inde
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and first. 



General Pulaski's Memorial Day, 1976 

By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

The success of the struggle for American independence was insured in large 
measure by the courage, selflessness and sacrifice of patriots dedicated to the principles 
of freedom and equality. Casimir Pulaski was such a patriot and, one hundred and 
ninety-seven years ago this October, his devotion to these principles and their realiza
tion cost him his life. 

General Pulaski, in exile from his native land, came to America in 1777 to join the 
Revolutionary Army. He fought courageously at Brandywine and in other battles, and 
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Memorial Day and I direct the appropriate Government officials to display the flag of 
the United States on all Government buildings on that day. 

I also invite the people of the United States to honor the memory of General 
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throughout our land. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this eighth day of 
September, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred seventy-six, and of the Inde
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and first. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

September 29, 1976 

Dear 

President Ford recently signed a Proclamation designating 
October 11th as General Pulaski's Memorial Day, 1976. 
In his Proclamation the President states, "In commemoration 
of his heroic sacrifice in the cause of Aznerican independence, 
it is appropriate to pay grateful tribute to him and to the 
millions of Americans of Polish descent who have played such 
an important part in founding our country, fostering its 
growth, and preserving and perpetuating its ideals." 

The President has asked~hat I send you the enclosed duplicate 
of his Proclamation as a small remembrance of this occasion. 
It comes to you with his very best wishes. 

Sincerely, 

/Z~ :?:,:t. Jr. 
Assistant to the President :.* 

Enclosure 
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THE WHITE HOUSE .... ,~ 

TO: d' 

FROM: J. BAROODY, J R. 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION ~/ ----
FOR APPROPRIATE ACTION ---
FOR YOUR COMMENTS 
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Mr. William J. Baroody, Jr. 
Assistant to the President 
The White House 
Washington D.C. 

Dear Mr. Baroody, 

November 5, 1974. 

Thank you very much for your kind letter of 
October 24, 1974, together with a copy of the Procla
mation signed by President Ford, designating October 
11th as General Pulaski's Memorial Day, 1974. 

I am most grateful to receive a copy of this 
Proclamation as a remembrance of this traditional oc
casion, which has been accompanied by the kind good 
wishes of the President. Please be good enough to 
assure the President, on behalf of our Institute and 
all our Members, that we heartily reciprocate those 
wishes. 

Sincerely yours, 

~~~ 
Executive Director 
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Mr. William J. Baroody 
Assistant to the President 
The White House 
Washington D.C. 
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MEMORANDU M 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

October 9, 1974 

MEMORANDUM FOR: Marguerite McAuliffe 

The President has signed a Proclamation entitled: 

"General Pulaski 1 s Memorial Day, 197411 

Robert D. Linder 



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE OCTOBER 10, 1974 

Office of the White House Press Secretary 
i' 

----~-----------------------------------------------~---·-----
THE WHITE HOUSE 

GENERAL PULASKI'S MEMORIAL DAY, 1974 

-------
BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

A PROCLAMATION 

On October 11, 1974, we will honor the 195th anniversary 
of the d.eath of Casimir Pulaski, the selfless patriot who 
fought courageously for the cause of freedom both in Poland 
and in America. It was on October 11, 1779, that Pulaski 
gave his life for our young Republic, fatally wounded while 
leading a cavalry charge in the battle of Savannah. 

Today, we pay grateful tribute to the heroic sacrifice 
of Casimir Pulaski. And as we do so, we also pay tribute 
to all Americans of Polish ancestry whose talents, energies, 
and devotion to freedom have contributed greatly to the 
growth of this Nation since the earliest days. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GERALD R. FORD, President of the 
United States of America, do hereby designate Friday, 
October 11, 1974, as General Pulaski's Memorial Day and I 
direct the appropriate Government officials to display 
the flag of the United States on all Government buildings 
on that day. 

I also invite the people of the United States to observe 
the day with appropriate ceremonies in honor of the memory 
of General Pulaski and his dedication to the defense of 
liberty. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this 
tenth day of October, in the year of our Lord nineteen 

hundred seventy-four, and of the Independence of the United 
States of America the one hundred ninety-ninth. 

GERALD R. FORD 

# # # # 





THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

October 23, 1974 

MEMORANDUM FOR: ROLAND ELLIOTT 

MARGUERITE MCAULIFFE )1V FROM: 

Please arrange to have the attached letter robo
typed to the individuals on the enclosed list for 
the Pulaski Day Proclamation. 

Thanks very much. 



. -
THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

October 23, 1974 

Dear 

President Ford recently signed a Proclamation 
designating October 11th as General Pulaski's 
Memorial Day, 1974. In his Proclamation the 
President states, 11 

••• we pay grateful 
tribute to the heroic sacrifice of Casimir 
Pulaski. And as we do so, we also pay tribute 
to all Axnericans of Polish ancestry whose 
talents, energies, and devotion to freedom 
have contributed greatly to the growth of this 
Nation since the earliest days. 11 

The President asked that I send you the enclosed 
duplicate of his Proclamation as a small remem
brance of this occasion. It comes to you with his 
very best wishes. 

Enclosure 

Sincerely, 

2t01ZZ~~ 
William J. Baroody, Jr. 
Assistant to the President 
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Dr. Edward Kozlowski 
2098 Hamton Road 
Binghamton, New York 13903 

Reverend Matthew Wieczorek 
Pastor 
St. Casimir Church 
212 McKinley Ave. 
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Washington, D. C. 20008 
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His Eminence John Cardinal Krol 
Archbishop of Philadelphia 
225 N. 18th Street 
Philadelphia, Pa. 19103 

Mr. Richard Jablonski, President 
Union of Poles in America 
6501 Lansing Ave. 
Cleveland, Ohio 44105 

Dr. Eugene Kusielewicz, President 
Kosciuszko Foundation 
15 East 65th Street 
New York, New York 10021 

Mr. Stanley Cuba, Executive 
Assistant to the President 

Kosciuszko Foundation 
15 East 65th Street 
New York, New York 10021 

Mr. Michael A. Budny, Executive Director 
Jozef Pilsudski Institute of America 
381 Park Ave ., South 
New York, New York 10016 
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October Z3, 1974 

Dear 

President Ford recently signed a Proclamation 
designating October 11th as General Pulaski' 
Memorial Day, 1974. In his Proclamation the 
President states, u ••• we pay grateful 
tribute to the heroic sacrifice o! Ca.&imir 
Pulaski. And as we do so. we a.lso pay tribute 
to all Americans of Polish ancestry whose 
talents, energies, and devotion to freedom 
have contributed greatly to the growth of this 
Nation since the earliest days." 

The President asked that I send you the enclosed 
d¥plicate of his Proclamation as a emall r mem
brance of this occasion. It comes to you with his 
very best wishes. 

Enclosu?"e 

Sincerely. 

William J. Baroody• Jr. 
ssistant to the President 
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