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THURSDAY 

MR. NESSEN: As you probably know by now, 
the President will sign the peaceful nuclear explosion 
agreement tomorrow at 10:00. At the moment, the 
ceremony is planned for the East Room, although that 
may move, depending on the size of the group that will 
attend. There will be some guests invited. 

There will be a simultaneous ceremony in Moscow. 
President Ford will sign for the United States and General 
Secretary Brezhnev will sign for the Soviet Union. Ambassador 
Stoessel will attend the ceremonies in Mosaow, participating 
as an lObserver, and Ambassador Dobrynin will participate 
here in Washington as an observer. 

We expect to have a text of the treaty, which 
runs about 20 to 30 pages, later this afternoon and fact 
sheets later this afternoon, and then tomorrow morning 
at 8:30 in the morning, in Room 450 of the EOB, there 
will be a briefing on the treaty. 

The chief briefer will be the President's Deputy 
NSC Director, Bill Hyland, and he will be assisted 
there by some of the technical experts from the Defense 
Department and the State Department and the Energy 
Research and Development Administration. That is 8:30 
tomorrow in Room 450 of the EOB. 

We are just now making the arrangements for 
that, and we will have more details for you later. But, 
that basically is what the plan for tomorrow is. 

Q Ron, excuse me one minute. Just to back-
track for one minute, on the documents that you said would 
be made available this afternoon, that presumably is 
all embargoed, is that right? 

MR. NESSEN: That is correct. The paper that 
we put out today is embargoed for 10:00 a.m. tomorrow. 

Q But it can move on the wires? 
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MR. NESSEN: i~Ti th an embargo on it, yes. 

We have had a couple of questions this 
morning about what kind of coverage is allowed at this 
ceremony and so forth. As far as I am concerned, you are 
free to give whatever coverage you want in terms of live 
broadcast, if there is any interest in that at all. 
Somebody asked about satellite, ABC somehow, so there is 
no problem as far as we are concerned. 

Q How about the briefin~? 

t1R. NESSEN: No, the briefing will be only for 
writers because it ·is likely to be very technical and 
probably not worthwhile to set cameras up in there. 

Q Hhere is the ceremony going to be? 

MR. NESSEN: Bob, at the moment it is for the 
East Room, but that depends somewhat on the size of the 
crowd that is cornin~. It could be moved to the State 
Dining Room or another room in the Residence. 

Q Ron, will the President and Mr. Brezhnev 
exchange any remarks by satellite? 

MR. NESSEN: That is not planned at the moment. 
The President will have remarks on the signing, but I 
don't know of any plans to talk back and forth at the 
ceremony. 

Q Who is being invited? 

HR. NESSEN: Members of Congress, members of 
the Executive Branch and people who over the years have 
been involved in the arms control negotiations. 

Q t.fuat I want to know, first, when are we 
going to get the text and fact sheets, and secondly, 
where ~-1ill it be held if it isn't held in the East Room? 

MR. NESSEN: It oould be the State Dining Room, 
the Blue Room, and so forth, depending on how many people 
attend. 

The fact sheet and the copy of the trea~y, we 
are looking for late this afternoon. 

Q How and when ·Has it decided it would be 
tomorrow? 

HR. NESSEN: I don't know. It was mutually 
agreed with the Soviets, but I don't know what the 
exact exchanges were, within the past couple of days. 

Let me make sure I don't have any other 
announcements to make. 
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Q Ron, did you have an opportunity today 
to ask the President about that statement he made 
yesterday evening on Brown versus the Board of Education? 

MR. NESSEN: I did, Phil, and I think it would 
be fair to say the President's reference to the Brown 
case -- I think the exact reference had to do with 
the Justice Department entering as a friend of the court, 
a proceeding before the Supreme Court, to see if the 
court would review its decision in the Brown case. 
That really was an incorrect reference. 

The President, I think you know, repeatedly 
in the news conference last night and over the years, 
really, has repeatedly and firmly stated that he supports 
the Brown decision, Last night specifically and repeatedly 
he said he is opposed to segregation and he intends to 
uphold constitutional rights. 

Q Could you slow down a little just so . 
that we can get this? 

MR. NESSEN: Basically, the reference to the 
Brown case was not correct. Over the years the President 
has consistently and firmly stated that he supports the 
Brown decision and in the news conference itself last 
night a number of times he said that he is opposed to 
segregation in schools and intends to uphold constitutional 
rights in school cases. 

What he was referring to, Phil, in that remark 
was some of the more recent court cases since Brown that 
have ordered forced busing to achieve desegregation. 

Q What cases, Ron? What specific cases? 

MR. NESSEN: I don"t.:have the specific reference 
for you, Dave. 

Q Can you tell us if he has talked with 
the Attorney General or intends to talk with him today 
or tomorrow? 

MR. NESSEN: There is the possibility that the 
Attorney General will come in this afternoon to work on 
another matter,to attend a meeting with Secretary Butz, 
the President and members of the Domestic Council, to 
discuss the case that has been filed in the food stamp 
reform matter. 

The President wants to tell both the Attorney 
General and the A~riculture Secretary that he wants them 
to forcefully defend the food stamp reforms of the Admin­
istration and that meeting, it is nossible that that 
meeting will be held here today, although it is not 
definitely scheduled at the moment. 

Now, if it is held, I think it is possible 
that at the end of that the Attorney General may stay 
over and discuss busing, but that is only a hypothesis 
at the moment. 
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Q Last week, Ron, the President indicated 
that he expected a decision from Levi by the end of 
last week and now this week the people who have been 
following it closely say they think it will be this 
week. In view of the fact that the President ordered 
Levi to find a case six months ago, on November 20, 1975, 
why is it taking Levi this long to make up his mind? 

HR. NESSEN: I guess you have to ask the 
Attorney General, Dave. 

Q He won't answer such queries. 

0 Ron, Senator Baker is seeing the President 
at 2:30. One, what is he seeinp, him about; two, will 
~aker come out in the press area following the appointment? 

t1R. NESSEN: That has to do with the clean air 
amendments. He is the ranking ~epublican on the Senate 
Public Horks Co1T1Mi ttee, and he ~Arants to discuss sections 
of the Clean Air Act that relate to auto emissions and 
other items. 

Q How about politics? 

MR. NESSEN: It is not planned that it would have 
anything to do with politics. 

Q Not even a thank you? 

MR. NESSEN: It is not the purpose of the meeting, 
Helen. 

0 Ron, what was the President's reaction to 
the controversy arising over the hiring of a certain 
clerk for the House Administration Committee? 

HR. NESSEN: I think the President answered that 
last night, Les. 

Q I am sorry. I wasn't there. 

MR. NESSEN: lve will get you a transcript. 

Q Hhen will that be available, Ron? 

t1R. NESSEN: Hould you get Les a transcript of 
last night's news conference, please? 

Q I would like one, too. 

Q Ron, is the President surprised at the 
amount of opposition to the new food stamp regulations? 
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MR. NESSEN: I haven't heard him comment one 
way or another. I know he feels Congress has refused 
and delayed. Even though a lot of Members of Congress 
agree that reforms are necessary, there has been no 
action up there. As the President said at the time that 
the Administration reforms were ordered, Congress has had 
all this time and has not done anything and so he believes 
very strongly that these reforms are needed. If the 
meeting is held today with Butz and Levi,the purpose of it 
~rill be to tell them that he believes very strongly that 
these reforms are needed and that he wants them to do 
their best to have them upheld. 

Q I believe the u.s. Conference of Hayors 
is a participant in this. Before he announced the 
regulations, did he discuss these with the mayors? 

MR. NESSEN: I will have to check, Russ. I am 
not sure. 

Q !Vhat are the President's campaign plans 
between now and June 8? 

MR. NESSEN: I believe Stu Spencer told the 
pool last night -- I can get you a copy of the pool 
report -- at this moment there are no plans for any 
additional travel. 

Q Ron, in terms of the busing, you are saying 
the President made a mistake in mentioning Brown in the 
news conference? 

MR. NESSEN: The reference to Brown was 
incorrect, that is correct. 

Q Does he think that he ought to declare a 
moratorium for himself in discussing it because it seems 
to be injected more and more into the campaign? 

.HR. NESSEN: Helen, I think you know that the 
President has been asked that question a lot over the 
last few days and, in fact, we have talked about it 
privately and obviously the President has volunteered 
nothing on busing. Every single remark of his and mine 
have come about as a result of press questions, I think 
you know that. 

Q But he had been admonished by the Attorney 
General not to speak out on matters pending in the 
court. He said so himself. 

MR. NESSEN: He has not referred to any specific 
case. 
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0 It is not just that he speaks about 
busing. It is the manner in which he speaks about 
busin~ I think that we are raising, Ron. It is the 
raising of Louisville as a possible test case. The 
confusion still exists in my mind this morning, 
despite his response to my questions last night, about 
the status of the alternatives to busing. 

MR. NESSEN: I can tell you about the status 
of the alternatives, Tom. I think you will have to 
concede that the President in no speech, in no statement, 
nor in any other form has volunteered a remark about 
busing. 

I think you know the chronology on this. There 
-v.ras a leak somewhere along the line -- not from the 
Administration, I don't think -- that Levi was considering 
intervening in the Boston case, and ever since then this 
question has been asked of me a great deal and of the 
President a great deal, so I don't think you can say 
fairly that the President has pushed or volunteered or 
hyped or anything this issue. It has been entirely in 
response to press questions. 

Q That is my very point. It is not that he 
has not responded to our questions, it is the manner 
in v.1hich he responds to the questions. 

H"R.. NESSEN: You mean the answers themselves? 

Q Yes. 

MR. NESSEN: Well, the answers themselves, Tom--

Q How far is he willing to go, for instance? 
The ra~s~ng of the Louisville case as a possibility when 
it was not even under consideration at the Justice 
Department? 

HR. NESSEN: It had been and, as the Justice 
Department said, it may be again. 

Q It has not, has it, in fact ever been 
under consideration, the Louisville case? 

~-TR. NESSEN: I told you at the time, Hort, he 
said it could be Louisville in the sense that it could 
be any case that works its way up to the Supreme Court on 
businr;r. 

0 I have the transcript here of the 
Columbus press conference. 

MR. NESSEN: It is on paP:e 14, somewhere toward 
the bottom of the page. 
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Q Is the President confused about American 
history or what? This is not the first time that the 
President has implied -- he did it at Dallas at the 
lA7omen' s Republican Federation -- that busing was ordered 
in 195'+. Then a couple of weekslater he specifically 
denied that he had meant to imply that he didn't agree 
with the 195'+ decision. Now he makes the same mistake 
again. Hhat is the problem there? 

MR. NESSEN: I don't know that there is a 
problem, Hort. I have corrected what was a misstatement 
last night. I haven't reviewed the record. 

Q He keeps going back to 195'+ when he says he 
has consistently opposed busin~. I don't know if that 
came out as a remedy in 195'+. Is there any way we can 
find out what he said in 195'+ 'Hhen the Brown decision t•ras 
handed down, or if he said anything? 

HR. NESSEN: You have a morgue. 

Q There is some confusion. This use of 
"quality education" constantly instead of saying 
integrated schools. It is synonomous. 

MR. NESSEN: Helen, I think if you read last 
night's transcript, you will see how many times he 
repeated his opposition to segregated schools and how 
many times he reconfirmed his determination to uphold the 
constitutional rights. 

Q But. he uses the term "quality education" 
and he has never defined what quality education is. 
Is that integrated --

MR. NESSEN: I think you asked him that last 
night. 

Q But he didn't answer it, Ron. 

H:R. NESSEN: TJell, I a:rn not going to go beyond 
his answer, Helen. 

Q Then that leaves it up in the air. 

Q Ron, is it true that the President is 
considering the proposal from Secretary Mathews of HEW 
to create a nine-member Domestic Councill 

MR. NESSEN: All right, this goes back to Tom's 
second question, which I really did fail to answer. I 
think you know the chronology that I gave you last week, 
which went back to last fall, and the President asked 
both Levi and Mathews to come up t.vith alternatives to 
forced busing. 
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The President received a memo in February, I 
think, with about eight or nine suggestions on it. He 
sent it back, saying that four of them particularly 
should be pursued. Then last week, I guess, in a memo 
from the Domestic Council on a number of subjects, the 
President was told that three alternatives to forced 
busing were being looked at and the Domestic Council is 
now asking Mathews, as well as others in the Government, 
to provide further information and refinements of those 
alternatives and perhaps others, and·Levi is also part 
of that process. So, that is really ~<\fhere it stands now. 

Q But at HEvJ they say Mathews only gave one 
recommendation, not three and not four, but he just had 
the one. Is that correct? 

MR. NESSEN: 
natives have come from. 
to the President listed 
read you that or shot-Ted 

I am not sure where all the alter­
The last Domestic Council memo 

three alternatives. I think I 
you that last week. 

Q You didn't tell us the alternatives. 

MR. NESSEN: That is right. The President has 
indicated that when he makes his decision, he will 
announce it. 

Q This is an alternative to busing? 

MR, NESSEN: To forced busing, that is right. 

Q It would be a way to integrated schools 
'"'i thout busing? 

rtfR, NESSEN: I forget what the exact description 
was. Let's see if I have that memo still here. 

As I told you last week--I mea~this is not new-~ 
the way the three alternatives were presented to the 
President was -- and I did mention this last week -- the 
Domestic Council in a memo told him, "vJe are working on 
three possible approaches to help a community avoid a 
court order to bus." Then it lists the three alternatives. 

Q But you won't tell us the three alternatives? 

HR. NESSEN: The President has indicated he 
prefers not until he has made his choices. 

Q But is there anything positive in the seeking 
of the options in terms of how to help integrate --

MR. NESSEN: Let me just go back to the basic 
points that sometimes we forget in this busing discussion; 
that is, t--1e are not talking about whether or not segregation 
should continue in the public schools. We are talking 
about remedies to cure court findings of illegal segregation. 
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Q Are those the alternatives he is speaking 
of? 

MR. NESSEN: These are three alternatives, right. 
I said these are being refined and further pursued 
and possibly others added to the list. 

Q To desegregate schools? 

MR. NESSEN: To help a community avoid a court 
order to bus. 

Q But it is the same thing, isn't it? 

MR. NESSEN: Dick, I read you this last week and 
I hope you are not trying to build a new story today out 
of something I read you last week. 

Q I am trying to build a new story, Ron. 

t1R. NESSEN: I know that. 

Q I don't feel that I fully understand how 
the President made his mistake last night. You have said 
that it was an incorrect reference. But you haven't 
explained how it was an incorrect reference. Now, you 
are saying that these alternatives are designed to help 
a community avoid a court order to bus. That has nothing 
to do with alternatives to desegregation. 

MR. NESSEN: You are correct. It certainly 
doesn't. We are not talking about alternatives to 
desegregation, and the President told you that last 
night and has said that repeatedly over the years. 

Q If I said that, I didn't mean that. I 
said alternatives to busing to accomplish desegregationo 

MR. NESSEN: That is correct. 

Q Now, you said those are alternatives to 
help a community avoid a court order to bus. 

MR. NESSEN: Correct. 

Q That doesn't seem -- it sounds like they 
are trying to figure out a way to help a community avoid 
a court order to bus,not necessarily to achieve desegre­
gation by other methods. 

MR. NESSEN: Dick, I have said over and over 
again, and the President has said over and over again, 
that in none of these discussions about busing are we 
trying to find a way to avoid desegregation. We are 
talking about the remedies for segregation. 
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Q All these options he is considering, 
would they lead to inte~ration? 

HR. NESSEN: Helen, I really don't t-7ant to ~o 
any further on this. 

Q It is very much in the air. 

MR. NESSEN: It shouldn't be any further in the 
air because we went through the whole list last week and 
I read you that sentence last week, andit should come as 
no news today. 

Q It is a negative statement, I will tell 
you. 

Q Ron, without telling us the specific alter-
natives, can you tell us whether it has been researched 
that any of these alternatives have been considered by 
courts throughout the country --

MR. NESSEN: Saul, this is 

0 -- as a step prior to an order for busing? 

MR. NESSEN: I can't tell you. 
that question. These three alternatives, 
in the works in terms of being considered 
and refined by both Mathews and others in 
and Lev~ and there may be others added to 

I can't answer 
as I said, are 
and reconsidered 
the Government 
this list. 

0 Can you tell us who else from the Government 
is involved in it? 

MR. ~ffiSSEN: Certainly.The Domestic Council and 
Levi and several other members of the Cabinet. 

Q Is Secretary Coleman being consulted on 
this? 

MR. NESSEN: I would rather not give you the 
complete list. 

The answer is yes, of course~ 

Q I don't mean to belabor this question, but 
I just want to be sure I understand, when you talk about 
alternatives to help a community avoid a court order to 
bus, is that the same thing as saying alternatives to 
help the con~unity achieve desegre~ation by methods other 
than busing? 
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MR. NESSEN: Dick, you are trying to create 
soMething where nothing exists. From the very beginning 
of this discussion we have never talked about alternatives 
to desegregation. He have talked about remedies to illegal 
segre~ation, which do not include forced busing because the 
President opposes forced busing as a remedy. 

So, we are talking about remedies and He are not 
talking about Nhether to keep segregation. That has been the 
case all along, and Ihave said that all along, and the 
President has said it very forcefully last night, I thought. 

Q Joe Biden of Deleware talked to the 
Attorney General to use the Wilmington case as the Supreme 
Court case. Is the President aware of that? 

MR. NESSEN: I think he read that in the paper, 
yes .. 

Q Ron, in view of the fact that the top black 
in the Republican Party and the top black in the Cabinet-­
the only black in the Cabinet--Hr. Coleman, oppose inter­
vention in Boston, will you cite to us one example of a 
Presidential action or directive that would demonstrate 
to the black community in this country the President's 
commitment to civil rights? Can you name one thing? 

~1R. NESSEN: I am not going to take that question, 
Dave. I am just not going to take that question. 

Q But you can. 

MR. NESSEN: I can, but I am not. 

Q Ron, has the President had a strategy 
meeting today on the campaign? 

MR. NESSEN: He met vd th Rog Morton this 
morning, that is correct. 

Q lllhat can you tell us about it? 

MR. NESSEN: Nothing. 

Q Is there anything on for this weekend? 

MR. NESSEN: For guidance, I would say that the 
President is probably going to spend Saturday morning 
cleaning up an enormous pile of panerwork that he has 
qot. Then, if the weather is all right, he could 
possibly -- this is all for guidance -- play some golf 
Saturday afternoon and then may go to Camp David Saturday 
evening and stay up there Saturday night and Sunday night 
and come back Monday morning in time for the Arlington 
Cemetery ceremony. 
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Q Ron, thank you very much for p,etting this 
transcript. One thing in it, when he was asked about 
reservations about Hr. Reagan as a man who should sit in 
the Oval Office, his answer was, "I expect to get the 
nomination, but I have traditionally supported the 
Republican nominee," which certainly appears that the 
President realistically faces the possibility, however 
remote, that he might not get the nomination. 

If he does not get the nomination, will he 
retire from public life or possibly, if Reagan wants him, 
to run as Vice President, or what? The President has 
acknowledged the possibility he might not get the 
nomination. I know what the stock answer is, Ron, but 
maybe you could give us a really enlightened answer 
rather than the stock answer. 

Q 
(Laughter) 

That would be a hell of a news story, too. 

Q Hhat would he do? 

MR. NESSEN: He expects to win the nomination 
and the election. 

Q In the event that he doesn't, Ron, that 
was my question. 

MR. NESSEN: He expects to win the nomination 
and the election. 

On the question of what has the President done, 
I think you said to advance -- I forget the exact nature 
of your question. 

Q To demonstrate his commitment to civil 
rights, one act that he has taken that he could show the 
black leaders and say I am not against you, I am for you, 
can you name one thing? 

MR. NESSEN: I can, and I v-rould be happy to sit 
down and talk to you about it. 

Q Talk to 41 of us, Ron. ~e are all 
interested in it. 

HR. NESSEN: If you know his record, you know 
what he has done • 

• 

Q Hhy would he ask that is an intelligent 
reporter why would he ask if he knows? 
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Q I don't want it to be an issue, but could 
you clarify his feelings '\ildth regard to Brown? 

HR. NESSEN: Did you just come in a couple of 
minutes ago? 

0 No, I have been here. I am asking you if 
there would be 

MR. NESSEN: I said the President's reference 
to Brown was incorrect. 

Q I understand that, but I heard the gentleman 
over here mention the fact that the President has done that 
in the past, and I am wondering if once and for all we 
could get a clarified statement for all of us? 

MR. NESSEN: I think if you read his news 
conference last night and his repeated declarations of 
his opposition to segregated schools and his commitment 
to upholding constitutional rights, you will have a 
pretty good statement of his views on that subject. 

Q Ron, how did he make that statement? I 
don't think you have really explained that. lAJas he 
referring to something else? You said later decisions, 
but then when you were asked you said --

MR. NESSEN: I don't want to go into the specific 
court citations. 

Q How did the President make this error? Did 
he confuse these things? 

MR. NESSEN: I can't explore his mind, Dick. I 
am just saying he was incorrect in his reference to --

Q Hhy was he incorrect? 

HR. NESSEN: I don't know, Dick. 

Q What was incorrect about it? I don't 
think it is a laughing matter. What was incorrect about 
this reference? 

MR. NESSEN: Do you have a transcript? I left 
mine back on my desk. 

Page 14, near the bottom, he said that "the 
Attorney General is looking himself to see whether there 
is a proper record in a case that would justify the 
Departnent of Justice entering as an amicus curiae 
proceeding before the Supreme Court to see if the court 
would review the decision in the Brown case." It is 
incorrect to say that the Justice Department or that 
the Attorney General is doing that because he is not doing 
that." 
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Q Did the Attorney General call it to his 
attention? 

MR. NESSEN: No. 

Q 
questions? 

Or did you simply inquire on the basis of 

1'-fR. NESSEN: I think a number of us called it 
to his attention. 

0 That was the second question of Tom's, was 
it not? 

NR. NESSEN: That is my view, but Dick I think 
probably feels that there is some deeper motive. 

Q You should have said that at 8:30 last 
night. It should have been corrected then. 

Q Ron, are you saying in effect the 
President does not think there need be any reconsideration 
or review of Brown versus the Board of Education? 

HR. NESSEN: As I have said before, he has 
stated consistently and firmly over the years that 
he supports the Brown decision. 

Q Has the President taken any notice of the 
possibility raised by someone within the Civil Rights 
Division of the Justice Department that the continued 
speculation about Levi deciding whether to appeal Boston 
or not could possibly trigger some new violence or new 
rounds of opposition in that city? Has this been 
brought to his attention? 

MR. NESSEN: I haven't seen anything like that 
myself, Dave. 

Q Can you tell us at what meeting, at what 
time Levi cautioned the President, as the President 
indicated, not to talk too much about what he wanted the 
judges to do? 

MR. NESSEN: I don't knov:r what that refers to. 

Q The President said a few days ago that 
Levi, you know, told him not to -- I don't remember the 
exact words -- he said that he had been admonished 
by the Attorney General. 

HR. NESSEN: I will check and find out when that 
occurred. 
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Q I wonder, does the t~ite House have any 
thought regarding this meeting that is now going on in 
Bali with the OPEC oil ministers to consider another oil 
price hike? 

MR. NESSEN: I think the feeling is that the 
market conditions for world oil don't warrant &ny further 
increase in the price of oil. 

Q 
to be they are 
hike. Does the 
range or have 

The consensus among the observers seems 
probably going to recommend a S percent 
Nhi te House think fuat would be an acceptable 

any thoughts about it? 

MR. NESSEN: As I say, the market conditions 
don't warrant any further increase in the price of oil. 

Q Ron, has the White House decided to begin 
campaigning for the repeal of the Byrd amendment on 
June 9? 

MR. NESSEN: I don't get the thrust of that 
question, Les. 

Q The day after the California primary? 

HR. NESSEN: Ffhat would that have to do with the 
Byrd amendment? 

Q I don't know. I just wondered, is there 
any truth to this at all? Have they started it already 
or are they waiting until after the California primary? 

MR. NESSEN: The President has been on record 
in opposition to the Byrd amendment and in favor of its 
repeal for quite some time, and that has 

Q I know, but when does the campaign start? 

MR. NESSEN: I don't know. I think it has 
long gone, Les. 

Q I just asked because you did say, I think, 
something about the fact that it had not been put together, 
didn't you? 

MR. NESSEN: That is a matter, of course, that 
originates in Congress. 

Q I see. 
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'1 n.on, hot•' -~ir't there get to 1-)e an enon"'.ous 
file of p,._oei\·rork, f'\S you put it, on the "rec:;5_dent'c; ~.ec;k? 

rm. Nr::sr,E~l ~ The1:1e nre not so !"uch r,fficial 
o~oers anrl so forth hecf'\use he tras ,.rorl!'.inn on that all 
alonrr the t:IT~Y on t!1e trin. But these (lll.re l~:w-.(felv 
~ersonal letters and so forth. 

0 flon, r1id they t:,.U: rtbout at the Meetinry --
'Fras there any talk nbout qoing bR.ck to Cali ~orni;=t, or qnini'T 
to "lhio? 

~m. 'Tr.!!J~E'-l ~ r:rell 1 I thinl·; "1hat ~tu :o;ai0. last 
nicrht still hol~.~:;, '·:rhich is th(".t rtt the 1"\''O!!"ent there have 
not been ~ny plans ~ane to go bacr. to tho~e states or. to 
:'1et·:r ,Jersey, but it is a suhiect that ~·rill be con<Jidered 
over the next fe'{·' f\ays. 

0. They Ainn't talk about that this ~ornina? 

f"l Do you J(n0'(·7 of ."'.ny T!'IOVe!"lent 5.n the n~i te 
House or in the c.=,.r"1nf'liqn stC'I.ff. to che~llenqe the ''T·•inner take 
n.ll :, for'!ul~ in Californa? 

·~~. !JESSE~!: '::'he nresident indicatet::l. thn.t the 
-First he had ever heard of thn.t t·T."H! ~·,hen he read it in the 
L. '-\. Times yesterd::ty. 

n T·"hat is the ~ockefeller reetinq today? 

.,!1. !TB~SEN ~ It is his reqular ~:reekly M.eetincr. 

n ~on, did you say -- ! al"\'1 ~orrv, but in the 
di.=,loque bett,yeen you and the (\'Ood ~everend there, I 
missec so~ethinq. 

Die you say th~t the ~atter. of the Rvr~ 
i'l.:'"'en~""~ent beinq c:hangefl., quote, ro'~'~.s ~- :r"''ntter of courr-Je that 
origin.%\tes in CongresCJ. 11 

... m. :-m~~EN ~ I think the repeal of an a:!"en~.ent 
't'11C'ulc1, Bob. In fact I think there is a !"'rw·e --

n I l.rl'\s unrler the impression that the 
Secret~ry of ~tate indicate0 the '\d.,..inistrntion NR.S qo:f.nq 
to tlo it. 

• 
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r111. !TE~~EIT ~ nell, I ld.ll have to check on 
that. I ~ean, the oonosi tion to the r-v:r.d 7\T'len(l.!"ent Ftnl'! 
the support of its r~~eal is a long-stl\ndinr.r ;a.fl~inistration 
policy anr.l I believe there is lecrislation i':'.lrea~y at sol""e 
st~ge u~ there novinry throug~. 

Isn't that correct? H~sn't it nasse~ the House 
or the ~enate, or one sin.e or ·:he other? 

There is legislation alre,q.;Jv there, roh, ,q_nil 
Kissinqer .. I aM told, testifiee!. in fA'TO~ of the reoeal 
within recent ~ .. ,reeks. 

f) !1on, iii:Jin 't that the ~""'eeti~g et.t ~·rh.ich ,..,e,..,bers 
of the ~enate que!ltioned t•'hether the ~re!'Ji .::~ent r-r~s as ~ull v 
CO!"'!"'itted to rer'leal "l!=J !~issinqer HaS And is the Presi~ent 
in so~e f~shion-ooing to del""on~~:J~trate ~ co~""'Mit~ent e~tal 
to IassinCTer? 

q~. ?~~~EN~ I never atten0.er1 a r.eetinrr where 
amybody questionec the !'resi1ent's col"''!"'.it'l""ent to repeal of 
the Eyrd ~nendrent. 

'1 !t t·'as <\ hearinq ,·•here :r"'enhers of the 
~enate ~lestioned Kissinger on thAt Point. DoeR the 
Presirlent have any TJlans to satisfy these "1eT'I'!her~ Hho 
questioned it? 

~1~. ~w~c;E!'T ~ rrell, nll I a.!". qoing to SAY is the 
President since he cane to the r·1Jlite ~Inup;e "V\'3 -Fi"\vnre•1 

repeal of the Byr0 ~~en~~ent, An~ still ~ne~. 

0 ~on, there ha,re heen sor:e repnrtR nn the 
Hill that the President is considerin~ diplo~atic rel~tions 
be resu""'et=!. ,,rith China l'tnfl d.ronnlnrr it~ sunnnrt o.f' ~~iT,T!'\n, 

is that correct? 

~~~. ?!EBRR~T ~ I oon u t knm•' nf! ~nythinCT netr on th.::~,t 

subject, Fran. 

I") Ron, can ~~re rro b?..ck to ;:t nueCJtion T !'\ske~. 

orif'}inally and I ~on • t believe you ~nq,,rere~ ;. t. 

1s ~he President conqi~erin~ a reco~en~~tinn for 
r!athel·Ts to cre,=,.te <3. nine-rJil'!'!l.ber nati.on.=tl a:1,ri'3n:r.~r council 
to help people stay out of court with a budget of $2 million? 

•'!P,_. £1:C8SE~J ~ nell, I am not qoinq to discourse 
on ~·rhat the three, nr T'Os~ibly ..,ore, ~1 te:rn.=tti,.rcs .?.re 
that are unc1er conc:;;idera.tion nnd ~·,ill be ~reqente~ to the 
President for his approv~l, disapnrov!'\1, or ~o~if!ication. 
f·:hen he !'ln c:;; aPproved a set of al terna tbres, r·.Te t·dll ~.nnounce 
ther:, or an alternative • 

• 
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Q 'qon, can you aive u~ ~ t:l,.,et~.hle on th~t? 

0 Hns the !'resident incicate-1 to vou yester~ . .av 
or :today 't•1ho he thinks ~·Jill <'!'et the Del"'ocratic nol"'!ination? 

·~~. :-mc<:;ET:J ~ .I ·think he t~lkert. ~bout th::~.t 
publicly in the last cou~lo of days. 

0 I P.~ talk\ng ahout since the ori~arv. 

·~11. ?mC!SE!l: He has talked .:\bout it since the 
prim.ary, also. 

Q "1hat did he say? 

~ 1J~.. !1Ef.SE!1 ~ I ~-·ill have to look .. i t un in the 
tran.gcrint anti rret the exact '·7orns of ho"' he l·,orned it. 

n '1on, on one occasion ~~r. '!'Tixon surnrised 
everyone by going·CO!"'nercial to CaliforniA., :t:: think you 
remember thf'it. NoN, is there a ref'lote possibility that in 
or~er not to exceed the FEC li~it that Presi~ent Porn 
Might turn up on a con~eric::t.l airline ?.nn. he nicked u" 
by the Secret Service in Californin and thu~ ~~,,e r~oney? 

Has he qiven that sor:'!.e thoucrht? 

·~?.. !lESSEN: I haven't hear~ it discusse(', !Jes. 

THB PREss~ ThP.nk you verv ~uch. 

~498 
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N E t<J S C 0 N F E R E N C E #499 

AT THE WHITE HOUSE 

tHTH RON NESSEN 

AT 4:48 P.M. EDT 

MAY 27, 1976 

THURSDAY 

MR. NESSEN: Really, I have only two things 
to tell you. The President is pleased that he is naming 
Elly M. Peterson to be Deputy Chairman of his campaign 
committee, with the special lob of organizing special 
voter groups. 

These releases really should come from the 
PFC, but for your convenience I have had some sent 
over here from the PFC. 

Q Is this a paid job? 

MR. NESSEN: You will have to check with the 
PFC. 

Q Excuse me. We have to check with the PFC? 

MR. NESSEN: Yes. She is Deputy Chairman of 
his campaign committee, the PFC, the President Ford 
Committee. 

Q This is the number two job in the 
organization? 

MF. NESSEN: Yes. One of the number two jobs, 
isn't it? 

Q Hhat is one of the number t\<70 jobs? How 
does this put her in --

MR. NESSEN: You have to call over there, 
Dick. I don't know enough about the organization over 
there. Mrs. Peterson is available now at 833-5354 and 
tonight she can be reached at area code 517-543-4685, 
and then tomorrow she will be available to meet the press 
in person at the President Ford Committee from 2:00 to 
5:00 in the afternoono 

rmRE #499 



- 2 - #499-5/27 

Q Is she giving up her ERA job? 

MR. NESSEN: You will have to ask her. 

Q Is that a local number? 

MR. NESSEN: Yes, she is in town this afternoon 
but leaving very shortly. 

Q ~~at are special voter groups -- Californians? 

MR. NESSEN: Y.Tomen' s groups, ethnic groups, 
minority groups. 

0 Is this an effort to win their votes? 

MR. NESSEN: This is the same sort of work she 
did, as you probably remember Fran, when she was Vice 
Chairman of the Republican Committee, the same sort of 
thing as when she was in Hichigan. What was her title 
in Hichigan? She did the same sort of work for the 
Republican Party in Michigan --the Michigan State 
Chairman. 

Q Was she an ambassador somewhere? Is this 
the first job she has been named to by the President? 

MR. NESSEN: I am not really sure of her 
complete biography, Bob. 

Q Has this been announced over there? 

MR. NESSEN: It is being announced over there, 
but I had these brought over for your convenience and 
because the President is especially pleased by the appoint­
ment and Hanted you to know about it here. 

Q Then he didn't Make it, did he? 

MR. NESSEN: Yes, it is his committee. 

The other thing that I want to tell you is at 
5:00 we will have copies of the PNE treaty and two 
different fact sheets, two fact sheets embargoed for 
10:00 a.m. release, and we are on the track for an 8:30 
briefing tomorrow at Room 450 of the EOB, led by Bill 
Hyland and Fred. Ikle and other technical experts from 
Defense and from ERDA. The signing ceremony itself will 
be at 10:00. 

Q Ron, can you tell us anything about the 
Attorney General's meeting with the President? 

MR. NESSEN: The food stamp meeting? 
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Q I would like to know, did they mention 
busing? 

MR. NESSEN: John Carlson sat in on the food 
stamps part of it and will have to talk to you about 
that. l•'hether any other subjects were discussed, I have 
to check. 

Q Is that meeting still going on? 

MR. NESSEN: I don't knol-7. 

Q You don't know whether they talked about 
busing? 

?1R. NESSEN: I do not. 

Q Can John come out and talk to us? 

MR. NESSEN: About food stamps? 

Q Yes. 

l1R. NESSEN: Yes. 

THE PRESS: Thank you, Ron. 

END (AT 4:52 P.M. EDT) 
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