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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

September 22, 1976 

NOTE TO SUPi~RINTE~lDENT DEHERY 

Per our cJnversation. 

Please send me back a draft 

response if you think the ~'lhite Hous~ should 

reply. We are clearly not interested in 

intervening in any internal tribal political 

~quabble, nor in giving any aid or CJmfort 

to any AIM faction, but just as emphatically 

it is important that local government 

business and decisL:m-making be '"in the 

sunshine" with fiscal am budgetary and 

audit information available to all voting 

members of the electonate. 

Patterson, Jr. 

/- ~':;·(·;~;~~)">\ 
l ·~-) ':::~ \ 
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Edwin Demery 
Superintendent 

P.o. Box 1127 
Bemidji, Minnesota 56601 

cc: BIA: Commissioner Thompson 
Justice: Civil¢Rights 

Division 
Office of Revenue Sharing 

(Treasury) 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

October 13, 1976 

NOTE TO JEANNA TULLY 

Thank you for your ppone call 

.>- • :.-

of the o~her day and for sendmng me the 

materials about Revenue Sharing. 

Hay" I suggest, please, that 

you send _a follow-up note on behalf of' both 

of us to Mrs. Bellcourt (and send me a copy) 

since I hesitate to draft a letter he~e ~~ich 

deals so directly with your own regulations 
~- . . ·' ~-

and which bears so closely on an active 

.. 
-~ 

disciplinary c ass which your office is 

handling. 

Please advise Nrs. Bellcourt on 

what her rights are to get access to the audit 

reports, tell her what you can about the 

disciplinary proceedings re the Tribal Council. 



United States Department of the Interior 
BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

MINNESOTA AGENCY 
THIRD FLOOR, FEDERAL BUILDING 

BEMIDJI, MINNESOTA 56601 
IN REPLY REFER TO: 

Administration 

Mr. Bradley H. Patterson, Jr. 
Assistant Director 
Presidential Personnel Office 
The White Houee 
Washington, D. c. 

Dear Mr. Patterson: 

October 8 1 1976 

This pertains to the request for Presidential assistance and counsel 
advanced by a small number of Minnesota Chippewa tribal members from 
the White Earth Reservation formed under the name, Indians for A 
Democratic Government, and your response of September 13 1 1976 1 to 
its Secretary, Mrs. Rosalie Bellcourt. 

This informal group is not affiliated with or a part of the American 
Indian Movement; in fact, they are said to be more anti than pro AIM. 
This group has raised objections to certain actions of their governing 
officials and have expressed dissatisfaction with the performances of 
some elected officers. They have encountered some adversities in 
,their efforts to make changes in the reservation leadership and in 
same administrative procedures, as Mrs. Bellecourt describes them, 
but they should not expect that changes will occur with their first 
'effort. Petitioning for the removal of any elected official is 
provided for in their governing documents and they are correct in 
pursuing this method of forcing changes in leadership, if it is the 

_only way to change an unpopular direction or conduct. 

Tribal governments are encouraged to adhere to their documented rules 
of authority and responsibility and we do encourage their dealing openly 
an4 withreqard for all persons' rights. If and when this organization's 
petition is filed with this office, it will be given all due process 
and respect, for both the petitioners and those being petitioned against. 
We expect to deal farily with any requests for audits or investigations 
where we are permitted to function and will work to remedy any problem 
~rea where our involvement in tribal affairs is not restricted. 
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We are returning the original letter Mrs. Bellecourt wrote. 

Superintendent 

Enclosure 



September 22 , 1976 

NOTE TO SUPERINTENDENT DEJVIERY 

Per our c8nversation. 

Please send me back a draft 

response if you think the White House should 

reply. We are clearly not interested in 

intervening in any internal tribal political 

~quabble, nor in giving any aid or comfort 

to any AIM faction , but just as emphatically 

it is important that local government 

business and decision-making be 111 in the 

sunshine" with fiscal am budgetary and 

audit information available to all voting 

members of the electonate . 

Patterson, Jr . 

cc : Justice/Civil Rights Division 
Treasury/Office of Revenue-Sharing 
BIA: M.T. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

September 23, 1976 

Dear Miss Bellcourt: 

The President has asked me to thank you for your long 
and thoughtful letter. 

I'll try to have a further response to you when I 
have more information. We in the Government must 
be careful not to intervene in internal Indian 
tribal political debates and processes, but with 
equal certainty I can say that we believe that all 
local Governments should do their business 11 in the 
sunshine" so that the local political and decision­
making processes operate with full information to 

their electorates. /~ ........ -~. . 
Sip:cE7'ely, _--· . < . ~ 

J::~~~0~:~) 
Assistant Director 
Presidential Personnel Office 

Miss Rosalie Bellcourt 
Indians· for a Democratic Government 
Box 265 
White Earth Indian Reservation 
White Earth, Minnesota 56591 
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