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BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 
For Release Sept. 9, 1976 Lovett 343-7445 

DELAWARE GENERAL COUNCIL MEETING CANCELLED 

A meeting of the general council of the Cherokee Delaware 
Tribe, scheduled to be held September 11 in Dewey, Okla., has 
been cancelled, Commissioner of Indian Affairs Morris Thompson 
announced today. 

The purpose of the meeting was to have been to consider 
charges presented by the tribal grievance committee against the 
chairman, vice-chairman and secretary of the tribal business 
cOmmittee. The grievance committee, in a telegram to Commissioner 
Thompson received September 7, rescinded its previous resolution 
and indicated it had no charges of misconduct against any of the 
tribal officers. 

The Commissioner had called the general council meeting at 
the request of the grievance committee in accordance with tribal 
by-laws mandating this action. The revocation of the grievance 
committee's request removed the basis for the Commissioner's 
calling of the meeting. 

The Commissioner said that he is recommending that the 
Office of Indian Rights in the Department of Justice take 
appropriate action "in view of the numerous allegations that 
have been made" and to determine whether any Federal law, including 
the 1968 Indian Civil Rights Act, may have been violated. 

x X X X 

Save Energy and 'You Serve America! 
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NAME Of AGENCY PRECEDENa SECURITY CLASSIFICATION 

OEPARTrlENT OF THE. INTERIOR 
BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 

ACCOUNTING OASSIFICATION 

, ACTION, XX 

INfO, 

DATE PREPARED 

.K00-20/6/3200/2090 9/8/76 
FOR INFORMATION CAll 

NAME PHONE NUMBER 

., -. 
TYPE Of MESSAGE 

D SINGLE, 

D BOOK 

Theodore C. Krenzke, Director? Office of 343-2111 [XJ MULTIPlE-ADDRESS 

11I1S SPACE FOR USE OF COMMUNICATION UNIT .1rfOT(fll ")vC5. 

TO: 
MESSAGE TO BE TRANSMITIEO (U., JQ,.b/~ Jp",c;ng ••J 11// c",pilalldun) 

t·embers of Dela\'/are Tribal Business COl11llittee 
~·~mbers of Dela\·,rare Grievance Conmittee 
108 South Seneca 
D~la.ware Indi an Center 
~art1esville, Oklahoma 74003 

SEP 9 

WE HAVE YOUR TELEGr.ru·l RECEINED SEPTEr-1BER 7 ADVISING THAT THE 

GRIEVANCE CDr1HITTEE HAS RESCINDED ITS JUNE 28 RESOLUTION. YOU 

ADVISE THE Cor·IUTTEE HAS INVESTIGATED AND KlJOHS OF NO EVIDENCE 

(MUCH LESS All PROPER SHOHING II ) OF ANY OF THE ACTS OF mSCONDUCT 

NPNED IN THE r-1USKOGEE AREA DIRECTOR I S NOTIFICATION DATED 
. 

1976 

AUGUST 20, 1976 TO THE DELAUARE TRIBAL t~Ef1BERS AND FURTHER REQUEST 

THAT THE ['1EETING NOT BE HELD. SINCE THE PURPOSE OF THE GENERAL 

•·· :·· :·i .~ 

·· 
COUNCIL SCHEDULED FOR SEPTEr-1BER 11, 1976 IS TO CONSIDER THE COl'1PLAINT~

i . 
! 
iTHAT RESULTED IN THE COr'V~ITTEE' S RESOLUTION OF JUNE 28, 1976, 

INSTRUCTING t·1E TO CALL A GENERAL COUNCIL MEETING FOR THE PURPOSE OF 1 ··· CONSIDERmG THOSE Cor~PLAINTS, AND SINCE YOU INDICATE THAT TIIERE IS NO. . ! 
EVIDENCE HHI CH YOU INTEND TO PRESENT AT SUCH A 14EETING, THERE NOW 

APPEARS TO BE NO BASIS FOR PROCEEDING ~JITH THE t·1EETING. THEREFORE 

· ····· :····· . : 
BECAUSE OF YOUR ADVICE TO ME WAT YOU ,HILL NOT PRESENT AHY CHARGES TO··· 

.J'~,.,. 

THE' GENERAL COur~CIL THERE APPEARS TO BE NO ALTERNATIVE BUT TO CAl~CEL i 
. ~------~.~--------~ 

STANDARD fORM 14 
I(VISfD AUGUST 1967 
GSA fPMI 141 CFR, 101-35306 

PAGE NO. NO. Of PGS. 

1 2 

~u.s. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1974-530-141 

SECURITY CLASSIFICATION 

• ...... 06 
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..:n:LE~~APHIC ~~ESSAGE 

, NAME OF AGENCY ., SECURITY CLASSlflCAl'lONF'RfCEDENQ 

D~PARTMENT OF·THE INTERIOR 
ACTION: XXXBUREAU OF"INDIAN" AFFAIRS 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20245 INfO: 

DATE PREPARfD TYPE OF MESSAGE 

9/8/76 o SINGLffOR INFORMATION CAll o BOOKNAME PHONE NUMBER iXJ MULTIPLE·ADDRfSSJheodore C. Krenzke, Director of India 343-2111 

THIS SPACE FOR USE OF COMMUNICATION UNIT Servvi ces 


MESSAGE TO BE .TRANSMITIED (Use double J/lIZ(ing IZnd all "'/lilallett"..) . 

TO: 

THE MEETING PER YOUR DIRECTION. I AM INSTRUCTING ALL THE BUREAU 

EMPLOYEES OF THE CANCELLATION AND WOULD APPRECIATE YOUR HELP IN SO 

ADVISING TRIBAL MEMBERS. IN VIEW OF THE NUMEROUS ALLEGATIONS THAT 

HAVE BEEN MADE AND IN AN EFFORT TO RESOLVE THE QUESTION AS TO 

WHETHER ANY FEDERAL LAW, INCLUDING THE 1968 INDIAN CIVIL RIGHTS ACT, 

MAY HAVE BEEN VIOLATED, WE ARE RECOMMENDING THAT THE MATTER BE 

REFERRED TO THE OFFICE OF INDIAN RIGHTS, DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, FOR 

APPROPRIATE ACTION. 

~ting 
Deputy 

SECURITY CLASSIfiCATION 

PAGE NO. NO. OF PGS. 

2 2 
14-JOISTANDARD fORM 14 * .PO ....7 or-JDCktSI " ... N. 

REVISED AUGUST 1967 
GSA FPMR I~I CfR) 101-35.306 
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Q1 8336U750 MGM TDMT BARTLESVIL.LE OK 326 Oq·OB 03284 EST 


MORRIS THOMPSON COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN 

AFfAIRS 

OEPT OF INTERIOR SLDG 
 o 
WASHINGTON DC 20013 

o 

THIS IS A MAILGRAM CONFIRMATION COpy OF THE FOLLowING MESSAGE 

221q 2-021278E250 OQ/06/76 221Q 

THE fOLLOWING IS A COPy OF A MESSAGE SENT TO R DENNIS ICKES DEPUTY 

UNDER SECRETARY OF THE I~TERIOR ROOM 6116 DEPT OF INTERIOR BLDG 

WASHINGTON DC 


A A DELAWARE TRIBAL GRIEVANCE COMMITTEE MEETING THIS DATE CALLED WITH 
NOTICE PREVIOUSLY GIVE TO ALL 5 ~EMBERS, b RESOLUTIONS WERE PASSED, THE 
SUBSTANCE OF THESE RE~OLUTIONS AREI ,J 

1, THE 6-28 Q 76 IIRESOLUTION" PURPORTEDLY FROM THIS COMMITTEE IS 

RESCINDED, CANCELLED AND VOIDED. 


3, COMMISSIONFR THOMPSoN AND SECRETARV KLEPPE ARE REQUESTED TO RESCIND 
THEIR NOTIFICATION OF ALL EFFORTS TOWARDS THE CALLING AND HOLDI~G OF 'J 
THE GENERAL COUNCIL MEETING OF q-11-76 AS A RESU~T OF THE ABOVE 
RESCINDI~G RESOLUTION. . 

3, TO EXPUNGE THE b-28-7b "RESOLUTION" FROM THE RECORDS OF THIS 

COMMITTEE. 


4, (A) TO ADVISE THAT THE GRIEVANCE COMITTEE HAS INVESTIGATED ANO KNO~S 

OF NO EVIDENCE (MUCH LESS A "PROPER .SHowING") OF ANY OF T~1E ACTS OF 

MISCONDUCT NAMED IN THE ~USKOGEE AREA DIRECTOR'S NOTIFICATION TO A FEW 

DEL. AWARE TRIBAL MEMBERS DATED 8-20-76. 


(8) TO ABSOLVE, fREE AND VINDICATE THE CHAIRMAN, VICE-CHAIRMAN AND 

SECRETARY O~ THE DELAWARE TRIBAL BUSINESS COMMITTEE FROM THE ACT OF 

MISCONDUCT AS ACCUSED BY VICE-CHAIRMAN SCOTT SECONDINE AND CONTAINED IN 

SUCH MUSKOGEE AREA DIRECTOR'S NOTIFICATION, 


(C) TO ASSURE THAT SOCTT SECONDI~E HAD NOT COLULTED WITH, OR RECEIvED 

THE APPROVAL OF, T~E GRIEVANCE CO~~ITTEE BEFORE MAKI~G SUCH ACUSATIONS, 


. 
(0) THAT THE ll.S. GOVERN~ENT AND ALL ITS DEPARTMENTS, AGENCIES, 

BUR~AUS, OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES TAKE NOTICE OF THIS RESOLUTION, ~ 

5. TO ADVISE THAT THE POLICY OF THE GRIEVANCE COMMITTE~ FROM JULY lq75 

IS TO CALL . GRI~VANCE COMMITTEE BY ONLY THE CHAIRMAN CAL.~ING SUCH 
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MEETINGS, 

WE REspECTFULLY URGE SECRETAPY KLEPPE AND CO~ISSIONER THOMPSON TO 
IMM~DIATELV ISSUE PRESS RELEASES AND TO MAIL NOTIFICATION TO DELA~ARE 
TRleAL MEMBERS OF THE CANCELLATION OF THE q-11-76 GRIEVANCE CO~~ITTE£ 
MEETING. 

COPIES TO MORRIS THOMPsn~ COM~ISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS DEPT OF 
INTERIOR BLDG ~ASHINGTON DC, JOE FONTANA 1730 PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE 
NORTHWEST WASHINGTON DC. 

HOWARD BARNES CHAIRMAN 
MARY LOUISE WATTERS SECRETARY 
WILLIAM H THOMPSON MEMBER 

03128 EST 
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1\ AS £ARLY AS POSSI3LE T!JESD~Y AM. 

ROO:'t1 6116 DEPT OF I NTER lOR BLDG 

WASHINGTON DC 

298 09-05 10lOP EST 

SECRETflRY OF T!1E INTE?IOF.. F'O\,JE 

REPORT DELIVERY BY MAILGR~M 

AT ~ DELA1.1ARE TRIBAL GRIEVtdJCE COMMITTEE ~EETING THIS DATE C~.LLED 

1IllTH NOTICE P~EVIO!JSLY GIVE~ TO ALL '5 ME~ERS. 6 RESOLUTIONS ~IEF.E 

PASSED. T!-E SUBSTANCE OF T~ESE P.ESOLlITIO~JS ~RE: 

I. THE 6-28-75 "RESOl'JTIO~J" P!J:=tPORTEDLY FRO~ THIS COM~IIITTE:: IS 

-RESGINDED, CA~JCC:LLED A:'!D VOIDED. 

2. CO~;V:ISSIO~;ER THOf'l1PSO~l A~JD SECRETf.RY KL::PPE ~RE P.E(lIJ::~TED TO 

RESCIND THEIR NOTIFICATION ~N[) ALL EFFORTS T01"t'lRD TKE CALLING tND 

HOLDING OF THE GENER~L COl1~CIL MEETING OF 9-11-76 AS t> RESULT OF T~~ 

ABOVE RESCI ND I ~JG RESOLUT 10 N. 
1F-1201 (R5-ee) 

t .. _' •• 
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3. TO EXPiHlGE THE 6-?$3-75 "P E: SOLI IT ION" FRor" THE RECORDS OF THIS 
CO MMITT t:E. 

4. (A) TO ADVISE THAT TH:: GPIEVANCE CO~~ITTEE H~S INVESTIG~TED AND 

KNO~'lS OF NO EVIDENCE (MUCH LESS A "PROPER SHo~rING") OF ANY OF THE 

ACTS OF MISCONDUCT ~A"'ED IN THE roUSKOGEE AREA DIRECTOR'S 

NOTIFIC~TION TO A FE'." DELA',IARE TRI8AL MEM3ERS DtTED 8-20-76. 

(B) TO A9S0LVE, FREE AND VI!~r'ICATE TP.E CHAIRt"1IiN, VICE-CHtlIRr."AN fiND 

SEC~ETARY OF TH:: DELt\':1Ao.:: TRI3AL 3USINSSS CO~:'>1ITTEE FROM THE ~CT OF 

MISCONDUCT AS ACCUSED 3Y VIC::-Ci-{AIR~A~ SCOTT SECONDH1E AND COm~INED 
IN SUCH MUSKOGeE AREA DIF.ECTC::t'S NOTIFICATION. 

(C) TO ASSURE THAT SCOTT SECONDINE HAD NOT CONS'ILTED WITH, o=? . . . 
RECEIVED Tnt: APPROVAL OF, THE GRIEVANCE COM~ITTEE 8EFORE rw<AKHJr, SUCH 
ACCUSAT 10 t1S. 

CD) THAT THE u.s. GOVER~i""E:~T fiND ALL ITS DEPARTMENTS, AGENCIES, 
'-1201 (R$-e8) 
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BIJPEAlfS, OF'rICE~S AND. EMPLOY~t:S TA!{E ~OTICE OF THIS RESOlrrTION. 

5. TO ADVISE THAT ..THE: POLICY OF THE GP,IEVANCE COMMITTEE FRO~ .."flY 

J975 IS TO CALL GRIEVANCE COM~lITTEE MEETINGS BY OrJlY THE CHAIRMAN 
CALLING SUSH MEETINGS. 

WE RESPECTFIJLLY tIRGE SECRETARY KLEPPE A~m CO~~ISSIO~JER THO~?SO:J TO 

l~MEDIATElY ISSUS PRESS RELEASES ~ND TO MAIL NOTIFICftTION TO 

DELA!"A~E TRIBAL ME~ERS OF THE CANCELLAT ION OF THE 9-11-76 GRIEVlH1C:: 
COMMITTEE MEET DIG. 

COPIES TO MORRIS THOMPSON COM~lISSIONER OF IriDIAN t'lFFAIRS D::PT OF 


INTERIOR 3lDG t~'ASHINGTON DC; JO:: FONTftNA 1730 PE01NSYLVANIA AVE 

NORTHl.JEST t'.'ASHHJGTON DC. 


HOt.1ARD BAR~ES CHAIP'~'AN 

~1201 (R5-e8) 
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~ARY LOllI st \.IATT ER S SE eRET t\ ~y 

WILL I~ M H T ~o "'PSO N !\1E iY'.B ER 

(BRUCE M TOWNSEND 

201 DE:~VER BLDG TIILSO OK 74119) 
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KUU-LU-b-jLUU-Ll~U-2JN 

'dRUCE M. TONNSEND, CHAIRMAN 
DELA\'JA RE TFI BAL BUS INESS CO~HHTTEE 
201 DEIJVER Bi.JILDIl~G 
7th AND DStNE;R 
'l'ULSA, Or~LA[10i1.l\ 74119 

ACKNO ..iLEDGE RECEIP'r OF YOUR AUGUST 17 IL\ILGRA~lS, :\J,~D 

AUGUST 16 TBLEGRl~.!."l i-JHICH l'I~!~i:~S[U:I'TED' TaE Cm~TLja' OF 

FUR'.L'BEH .l\F'FIDAVITS FRON t.'iARY LOUISE ~tATTERS, 

. HOi'IARD 13AlWES Ai-.JD HI LLIAH II. THO~·lPSO:~. CO:.1tH3S I'J;~ER IS 

CALL FOR sePTEr·iBER 11 GENERAL COUUCIL iiEETHJG RC;'ll\II1S 

NDN KOO-20-6-3200-219b-23N 

UNCHA~GED, NOTWITHSTANDING THE MATERIAL YOU SU5~ITTLD • 
.. 

aE HEGRET YOUR IWT B[;n~G ABLE TO l,TTC:-m J.'HS lHJGUST 13 

MEETING IN TULSA, BUT APPRECIATE THE PRESSNCE OF 

(Sgd) Morris Thompson 

COrIHISSIONER OF IHDIN~ AFFAIRS. 

cc: Muskogee Area nirector 

BCCO 

Code 400 

Comm1r. RF 2 copies 

Surn.Jrne 

l~b>~P.D,~,.1..4.0
Nailroom 
Holdup BFARRING rtb 8/20/76 Casso I 03 



IS REPLY REFER TO: 

United States Department of the Interior 
BUREAU OF INDIA.1\" AFFAIRS 

\,\'ASHI1\GTOK, D.C. 20245 

Tribal Government Services 

AUG 2 (I 1976 

Memorandum 

To: Director,Office of Indian Services 

From: Tribal Relations Specialist 

Subject: August 18 meeting with Delaware tribal leaders 

A meeting convened at 6:30 PM on August 18 in the Public 
Library in Tulsa, Oklahoma. The following were present: 

From the Business Committee 

Nathan Young III, member 
John J. Journeycake, member 
Don Wilson, member 
Mr. John Street, representing Bruce Townsend 
(Mr. Street is Bruce Townsend's law firm partner) 

From the Grievance Committee 

Scott Secondine, Vice Chairman 
Wathene C. Young, member 

Bureau Staff 

Dennis Springwater, Muskogee Area Tribal 
Operations officer 

Joe Parker, Tahlequah Agency Superintendent 
Bob Farring, Washington, Office 

The Area Director issued notices of the meeting 
to provide an opportunity to discuss with tribal leaders, 
the Commissioner's August 17 letter setting forth the 
procedure to be used in conducting the September 11 
general council meeting to consider the removal of 
three business committee members. I hand-delivered 
to each person present, a copy of the Commissioner's 

u.lTlo August 17 letter. 

l~~~
ct. ~ 
~ ~ 

Yb- ;!o 
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Earlier in the day, Dennis Springwatrer, Joe Parker and I 
reviewed the COTh~issioner's guidelines and drew certain 
conclusions regarding their implementaion. All agreed ,__ 
that it would be highly desirable for the person chosen /~fOl??),. 
to chair the meeting to be ir: Oklahoma the day before i~ ~ ,y.... 
the meeting to meet with those Bureau employes who I~ ~ 
will have a role in cond uct ina the se ss i on. Contact ',::; ;: 
with representatives of the g~ievance committee would-:) ",­
also be useful at that time, in view of their role "'~ 
in presenting the charges. 

The Area and Agency Offices understand they are responsible 
for the details and any costs associated with conducting 
the meeting. However, I conveyed to them my understanding 
that the ~ashington Office would arrange for, and make 
payment to, the Commissioner's representative who will 
chair the meeting. In an August 17 telegram to the 
Area Director, Mr. Towsend advised that the following 
declined to attend the August 18 meeting in Tulsa: 

From the Business Committee 

Bruce M. Townsend, Chairman 

Henry A. Secondine, Vice Chairman 

Mary T. Crow, Secretary 

Leo H. Johnstone, Member 


From the Grievance Committee 

Boward Barnes, Chairman 

William B. Thompson, member 


Cited as the primary reason for the absence of the above 
was Mr. Townsend's belief that the June 28 grievance 
committee action is without validity. For this reason 
we were surprised that Mr. Townsend's law partner 
showed up. 

During that session we explained the procedures and 
invited comments or suggestions. Included among suggestions 
were, that respresentatives of the news media be excluded 
from the September 11 meeting, but that each Oklahoma 



Congressman and Senator be invited to have a representative 
present at that session. The Area Office will take positive 
action on both matters. 

In response to questions from grievance committee members, 
I explained that while the COITLlTissioner's letter was 
silent on the matter, it was my understanding that they 
would be permitted to have legal counsel to assist in 
their presenting the charges during the 30 minute periods 
allowed for that purpose. This was earlier explained 
to me by Scott Keep, of the Solicitor's Office. 

Regarding the response to the charges, I expalined the inter­
pretation made earlier by Scott Keep that as many as 3 persons 
could speak on behalf of the accused, i.e" the accused, his 
legal counsel, and a member of the tribe authorized by the 
accused. 

Mr. John Street explained that Mr. Townsend is in the 
process of exhausting his administrative remedies in an 
effort to avoid the holding of the September 11 general council 
meeting. If that fails, he then plans to request the Federal 
District Court to issue a restraining order to enjoin the 
holding of the meeting, according to Mr. Street. I then 
told Mr. Street that as fQr as we are concerned, Mr. Townsend 
has already exhausted his administrative remedies. 

In further discussion with Mr. Street, he indicated that his 
main concern was for the accused to be given a fair chance to 
respond to any charges before they were subjected to possible 
removal. I assured him that was the Commissioner's objective 
in drawing up the August 17 letter of procedures. 

I did not encounter any representatives of the news media. 
The press release was not available before I left Washington, 
neither did it arrive in Oklahoma via facimile, while I was 
ther~ as was planned by the Information Office. 



United States Departl11ent of the Interior 
HUKEAU UF Ir-:OIAt\ AFFAIRS 


WASHI;-';GTO:-':, D. C. 20245 


BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 
For Release August 18, 1976 Lovett 202-343-7445 

DEL.Z,WARES TO CO:,SIDER RI:HOVAL OF OFFICERS 

Co~~issioner of Indian Affairs Morris Thompson announced today that he 

has called a special meeting of the Cherokee Delaware Tribe's general council 

to convene at 10:00 a.m., September 11, in the old high school gyrnnasilli~ in 

Dewey, Oklahona to consider removal of certain of its officers. 

The general council will consider charges presented by the grievance 

committee against the chairman of the business committee, the vice-chairman 

and the secretary. After hearing a response to the charges, the general 

council will vote either to clear the individuals of the charges or to 

remove them from office. 

The Commissioner explained that this action was taken by him under 

Section 5 (B) of the tribal by-laws which directs him to call a general council 

meeting when advised that the tribal chairman has refused or failed to respond 

to such a request by the tribal grievance committee. 

~he Commissioner emphasi~ed that his action in no way should be construed 

as modifying his policy of refraining from becoming involved in internal 
I 

tribal matters, and he added that his role in this case was mandated because 

of the specific language in the tribal by-laws. 

The tribe has approximately 8,000 adult members. 

xxxxxx 

Save Energy and You Serve America! 



United States Department of the Interior' 
BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFATRS 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20245 

AUG 1 7 1976 
Tribal Government Services 

Delaware Tribal Business Committee 
Delaware Tribal Grievance Committee 

Dear Delaware Tribal Officials: 

In line with our August 6 telegram, we are providing in this letter the 
procedures that are to be followed in the conduct of the September 11 
general council meeting of the Delaware Tribe. I have called this meeting 
pursuant to the requirements imposed upon me by Section 5(B) of the 
Delaware Tribal Bylaws following certain developments involving the tribal 
grievance committee and the tribal chairman. The special meeting is 
for the purpose of considering the removal from office of three members 
of the business committee who have been charged with misconduct and 
other undesirable actions, and the immediate filling of any resulting 
vacancies for the remainder of the unexpired term. Those to be considered 
for removal are: Mr. Bruce M. Townsend; Mrs. Mary Townsend Crow . 
and Mr. Henry A. Secondine. 

The meeting will be chaired by a person I will choose to represent me 
and who is not an employee of the Bureau of Indian Affairs. Upon conclusion 
of the removal matter, my representative shall transfer control of the 
session to the appropriate officer of the business committee, as provided 
in the tribal governing resolution, for the consideration of such other 
business as is appropriate and that the tribe may wish to consider. 

Following are the specific procedures which will govern the conduct of 

the meeting: 


1. Only those members who are duly registered to vote in 

tribal elections shall be admitted and permitted to participate 

in the meeting, provided that the individuals being considered 

for removal may bring legal counsel. Upon entering the 

meeting room, each voter's name will be checked against 

the tribe's official voter registration list. In the event the 

voter registration list is not available, the per capita payment 

roll will then be used and all members who are at least eighteen 

(18) years of age shall be permitted to participate in the meeting. 
Mr. Bruce Townsend, as a representative of the charged 
committeemen, and Mr. Scott Secondine representing the 
grievance committee, shall have the opportunity to appoint a 
representative to serve with a representative appointed by the 

Save Energy and You Serve, America! 
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Area Director to observe the voter checkoff procedure and 
resolve any questions of eligibility. 

2 . Call to orde r : The meeting shall be called to orde r 
promptly at 10:00 am on Saturday, September 11, in the old 
high school gymnasium in Dewey, Oklahoma and will 
continue without recess until the removal. matter is concluded. 

3. Consideration of removal shall be handled individually in 
alphabetical order according to the spelling of the charged 
persons's last name. The members of the grievance committee 
who determined on June 28 that a proper showing had been ma.de 
in accordance with Section 5(B) of the tribal bylaws, shall have 
thirty minutes (for each of the accused) to read the charges and explain 
their determination. The accused shall then have thirty minutes 
in which to respond to the charges. Only the accused person or 
any accompanying legal counselor anyone member of the tribe 
authorized by the accused, shall be permitted to speak on the 
accused's behalf. If the accused is not present, or if he~ 
or she, does not wish to make an oral presentation, a written 
statement by the accused not to exceed 2,500 words will be 
read by the chairman of the meeting on behalf of the accused, 
provided it has been received by him by the time the meeting is 
called to order. If the accused is absent and has filed no written 
statement he, or she, may authorize in writing, and in advance of 
the meeting, one tribal member or legal counsel to speak on his, 
or her, behalf. If he, or she, fails to do so, any further right to 
respond to the charges is, thereby, waived. Following the response 
to the charges, a vote shall be taken by secret ballot to decide 
whether that individual shall be cleared of the charges or be removed 
from office. If a vacancy results, nominations shall immediately 
be open for candidates who will compete for election to the vacated 
position for the remainder of the unexpired term. Candidates must 
be present and qualify pursuant to Section 2 of the tribe's bylaws. 
A vote by secret ballot to fill such vacancy shall be concluded before 
proceeding with removal consideration of the next person accused. 
Each accused person shall be considered individually and any resulting 
vacancy filled before proceeding to the next person. 

4. In that the chairman is elected pursuant to the bylaws 
for that specific position, the person elected to fill any 
vacancy that may result from his being removed from that 
office, would serve as chairman for the remainder of the 
unexpired term. In the event either Mrs. Crow or 
Mr. Secondine are removed from office, their successors 
would merely be considered members of the business 
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committee. That body would then take further action to 
choose from among its members who should be the 
new secretary and vice-chairman. 

5. Questions of procedure shall be decided by the chairman 
of the meeting and his decision shall be final. 

6. As provided in numbered paragraph 1. Mr. Bruce Townsend 
and Mr. Scott Secondine will each have the opportunity to appoint 
two representatives to witness the counting of the ballots which shall 
be done in open view of the assembly. 

Sincerely yours. 

Enclosure 

., 



IN JtEPLY UI'ER "to: 

United States Department of the Interior 
BUKEAU O}< INDIAN AFFAIRS 


WASHINGTON, D. C. 20245 


Tribal Government Services 

MEMORANDUM 

To: Muskogee Area Director 

From: Commissioner of Indian Affairs 

Subject: Delaware Removal Meeting 

As indicated in our August 6 telegrams to Mr. Bruce Townsend 
and others, I have called a September 11 special meeting of 
the Delaware Tribe's general council to consider the removal 
of three members of the business committee. 

We appreciate the cooperation of you and your staff in making 
the necessary preparations for the conduct of such meeting 
I understand your Tribal Operations Officer has already 
reserved the old high school gymnasium in Dewey, Oklahoma,for 
the meeting which is to start at 10:00 AM on Saturday, 
September 11. 

We further understand that your staff is preparing to issue 
notices of the meeting that you will mail out to advise 
appropriately all adult members. It may be helpful to attach 
to such notice a copy of the enclosed letter which sets forth 
procedures to be followed at the removal meeting. 

We have attempted to provide some direction in the way the 
meeting is to be handled, and are asking you to take care 
of the preparations necessary to insure that the meeting 
achieves its objective, i.e., to provide the tribe's 
voters an opportunity to exercise a right guaranteed by the 
by the tribal governing document. 

Enclosure 

Save Energy and You Serve Americal 



United States Department of the Interior 
BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 


WASHINGTON, D . C. 20245 


TrIbal G~ Servic.. 

BNee II. 'I Bead. CbairmaD AUG 6 1976 
DelawaJ"e Tribal m ess Committee 
lot Denver Bld~. 
'Ith and DenTer 
T1l1sa. Oklahoma '4119 

Dear Jlr. 'fownseDd: 

Year.July I letter appealed the Muskor~ Area Director's lmae 24 
1ILU~,prvval of your proposed attorney COiltraet with the Delaware 
Tribe or IDcHans. 

As previoa.sly discussed with)'Oll. the De1aware Business C'oJDlllittee 
laekE specillc ntbority granted by the trJbal governing document to 
employ a tribal attorney. In order to comply with 25 CFR T2.13 it was. 
therefore. n8ce.ary for general cOIIDcil aetioa to make effeeUve 

l!7J ccmtract (Ccmtraet No. GOO<-1420-2125). Further actiOll by 
the trJbe. meeting lID general coa'tCn. would be required before 'We 
could appron a new tribal attorney contract. However. as mentioned In 
CIItI' lla.reh 10. 1978. letter to you. Seetioo ., of JOIU" prevloas CODtract 
..ovid • that nch agreement may be extended without general cOUDell 
iDvolveIDe!lt for further periods d. c:me year each. Extensions of the 

tract may be made for the period cl one year with the approval of 
the Delaware Tribal Buslneas C ttee and, the Secretary of the 
Interior or bis alltborlzecl re,.,esentaUve. 

011 April 12. 1978. the Delaware Tribal Basbles. Committee approved 
• Oft -year enlmsion or your 19'1J ccmtract. 1D the same resoluUmt the 
Committee authorised the substltutiOll er Winstoo and Strawn for the late 
Clyde 1. Watts. who _til his death served as a tribal attorney. It. 

refore. a that your appeal Is. In effect. one from the refusal 
eI the Area Director to approve a one -year ext sion of yoar 1913 contract 
and your e ploymeat .nder SeeUoa I. thereof. of WinsteD aDd Strawn. 

In view d the terms of your 19TJ contraet and the business committee's 
A.D1:M"Ow.l of an ext sion 011t and your proposed employment of Winston 

d Strawn der the extended contract. we cone e we must either approve 
or tisa ve of the eel extension and .mployment. 

Prior to OIlr Mareh 10. 19'78. letter tc:I ,ou. 'We cIise1Issecl with yOl1 the 
J08sibiUtyor vlng a short-term tnterim trlbal attorney cOIltract 
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executed by the business committee to permit the Delaware Tribe to 
employ counsel to file the jurisdictional statement then due on the appeal 
filed by the Delaware Tribe in the Weeks Case. A subsequent normal 
term attorney contract then would be submitted to a general council. 
You will recall that in February 1976 we had discussions with you about 
the possibility of such a short interim contract which would run until 
a general council could be held. The possible extension of the 1973 
contract later came into consideration, resulting in our March 10, 1976, 
letter. 

However, because of evidence of a possible change of view on the part 
of the general membership of the Delaware Tribe with respect to the 
1973 contract, had the proposed e}.-tension reached me earlier for approval, 
I would have approved it on the condition that further employment under 
it be submitted to a general council for ratification. Such conditional 
approval now is not feasible because the extension expires by its o'wn 
terms on September 14, 1976. 

Accordingly, I hereby approve a one-year extension of the 1973 contract 
(Contract No. GOO-C-1420-2125) from September 14, 1975, to 
September 14, 1976, subject to the following understandings: 

1. That the approved employment for the extension period of 

the contract is exclusively for services on the appeals in the 

Supreme Court of the United States in the Weeks litigation 

(Delaware Trillal Business Committee, et al. v. Weeks, et al. , 

No. 75-1309; Absentee Delaware Tribe of Oklahoma Business 

Committee, et al. v. Weeks, et a1., No. 75-1335; Kleppe, et al. 

v. Weeks, et al., No. 75-1495; and Weeks, et al. v. K1eepe, 

et al., No. 1328); 


2. That the cost of such services, including both fees and 

expenses, under the extended portion of the contract shall 

not exceed $50,000 and that the hourly fee for Winston and 

Strawn shall not exceed $50.00; and 


3. That no further extensions of the contract will be approved, 

nor will any new tribal attorney contracts be approved without 

an authorizing resolution duly adopted at a general council 

meeting. 


The second understanding is embodied in the supplemental attorney contract 
which is included in your appeal. However, for the reasons stated in 
our letter of July 21, 1976, the supplemental attorney contract cannot be 
approved. Instead, we have given the approval of an extension of your 
1973 contract and your employment of Winston and Strawn under Section 
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3 of the extended contract on the understandings expressly set out above. 

Your appeal is granted on the understandings set out herein. As this 
decision involves the exercise of discretionary authority, it Is final for 
the Department (25 CFR 2.19(c)(I». 

Sincerely yours. 

~OS. A. Z .....· 
R~., D,,"'y, Commissioner of Indian Affairs 



United States Department of the Interior 
BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20245 

AUG 6 1976 
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BRUCE MILLER TOWNSEND 
CHAIRMAN 

201 DENVER BUILDING, 7TH AND DENVER 
TULSA, OKLAHOMA 74119 

HENRY A. SECONDIrIlE MARY TOWNSEND CROW 
IAIRMAN e. BUSI,',ESS :\.1ANAGER SECRETARY 


125 SOUTH Pf:CAN 
 ROUTE 3 
:>WATA, OK~AHOMA 74048 BAATL.ESVll.LE, OKLAHOMA 7'100'.' 

DELAWARE TRIBAL BUSINESS COMMITIEE 

NATHAN YOUNG 111 DON WILSON
DELAWARE INDIAN CENTER 

TREASUREH 108 South Seneca MEMBER 
4" E. ROSS 228 N. 8UCY 

L.EQUAH, OKLAHOMA 740464 BARTLESVI LLE, OK LAHOMA 74003 BARTLESVILLE, OKLAHOMA 74 003 
Phone 918/336·5272 

:>HN J. JOUR'NEYCAKE LEO H. JOHNSTONE 
MEMBER MEMBER 


1606 S. 69th. E. AVE. 
 1830 MOONLIGHT DRIVE 

ULSA. OKLAHOMA 74"2 
 BARTLESVILLE, OKLAHOMA 740~;, 

'ANCE COMMITTEE: 

I Barnes 
'man ,'~ 
",204 

:a, 01<. 7405' 
 J{,f I..., S-, i '776 
econdine 
Chairmen 
69!'" E. Avo.. 

)1<. 741'2 

Du i se V.'s tter~ 
;retarv 
;ox 525 
01<. 74022 Dear lIr. Townsend: 
H. Thompson 

?mber 
Yo 335 Pursuant to a Grievance Committee Resolution 
"J1,\Jk. 743.t9 of June 28, 1976, a General Council of the Delaware 
£ C. Young 
ember Tribe will be held July 17, 1976, at Dewey, Oklahoma. 
Y ~I~. Apt. 22C One of the items of business is the recall of1(" 7~ 135 

Business Committee Members for Misconduct in Office. 
The following allegation has been charged against 
you. 

Notice is given to you to attend this General 
Council and to prepare any defense you might have 
to this charge. At that time, the Delaware General 
Council will pass judgment upon the allegation. 

" 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Scot't Secondine, 
Vice Chairman 

ENCLOSURE 
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NOW COMES the Grievance Committee of the Delaware Tribe 

and INFORNS you as to the following charges of MISCONDUCT: 

!BRUCE TO\\'NSEND 

r,I
I I. 

!RepeatedlY stating that as long as you are Chairman there never 
!will be another General Council. 

I 

II. I, 

I 

Dictatorial use of your Chairmanship by editing and editorializ­

ing the Tribal Newsletter to benefit your attorney's contract; 

specifically denying an article by John Journeycake which you 


Iconsidered unfavorable to your contract. 

I III. 

IPerjury in that under oath you testified that you hever heard 
I!of the Kansas Dela\iares when in fact you had been repeatedly
Ii informed of their existence. ~",' 

IV. 

Attempting to encumber the Tribe to the law fir~ of Winston & 

Strawn without a vote of the General Council. 


i V. 


IRefusal to call a General Council to vote on your own attorney's 

jcontract when directed to do so. 

I 

I 
, 



<' .., BRUCEMILLERTOWNS~~--------------------------------.1 
;~j • CHAIRMAN 

}IENRY A. SECONDINE 20J DENVER BUILOING. 7TH AND DENVER:~; 

TULSA. OKLAHOMA 741111 MARY TOWNSEND CROW'jAIRM.AN & SU'>INE:;S MANAGER 
125 SOUTH PECAN SECRETARY 

'~WATA. OKLAHOMA 74048 ROUTE3 
BARTLESVILLE, OKLAHOMA 74003DELAWARE TRIBAL BUSINESS COMMITIEE 


; NATHAN YOUNG III 

DELAWARE INDIAN CENTER 	 DON WILSON TREASURER 


411 E. ROSS MEMBER
108 South Seneca 
;~EQUAH, OKLAHOMA 74464 BARTLESVILLE,OKLAHOMA.14003 228 N. SlJey 

BARTLESVILLE, OKLAHOMA 7400:1
Phone 918/336·5272 

JHN J. JOURNEYCAKE 
LEO H. JOHNSTONE MEMBER 

1606 S. 69tt\. E. AVE. MEMBER 
JLSA. OKLAHOMA 74112 1830 MOONLIGHT ORIVE 

BARTLESVILLE, OKLAHOMA 74003 

INCE COMMITTEE: 

aernn 
~an 

204 
• Ok. 74051 

:ondine 	 J t;( l-y S; 11f;"
"'airmen 
i9th E. Ave. 
:. 74112 

,ise Wane" 

Itary 

It 525 
k. 74022 	 Dear lIr. Secondine: 
I. Thompson 
~ber 
335 	 Pursuant to a Grievance Committee Resolution 
• Ok. 74349 of June 28, 1976, a General Council of the DelawareC. Young 
~ber Tribe will be held July 17, 1976, at Dewey, Oklahoma. 
'ale, Apt. 22C 
.74135 	 One of the items of business is the recall of 


Business Committee Members for Misconduct in Office. 

The following allegation has been charged against 

you. 

Notice is given to you to attend this General 
Council and to prepare any defense you-might have 
to this charge. At that time, the Delaware General 
Council will pass judgment upon the allegation. 

Sincerely, 

~,.';o-~. --- ....... 

,~"<~\,. (.: ':..' /.:: >" .. 

i ':, /\ 
~. 

"I':' \ 
j 'C'i'Scott Secondine, 
.... 

'~,> ;Vice C]lairman 
'to I

"" ---_-#'".",."""'. /' 
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"NOW COMES the Grievance Committee of the Delaware Tribe 
I 
I and INFOIU-fS you as to the following charges of MISCONDUCT: 

IHENRY SECONDIN.!'__ -.--.----.-~___,..-........_.______-----:__-~--~~ 

! 

Using your position to circulate a Petition to retain yourself
I in your present paying position along with the Tribal Chairman 
Attorney Townsend. 

II. 

Gross negligence in Office in that no other governmental funds 

have been secured by.you for any other programs, except attempt­

ing to refund yourself. 


III. 

n"el iberate 1 y aid and abet the publishing of Tribal Newsletters 
I when you had knowledge that they contained false and erroneous 

I 
I informa t ion. \I, \ 

i 

, I.iii 
\ 

ill 

. , '. . 



:.j , .,~~. ~ BRUCE MILLER TOWNSEND,,1 _ 
CHAIRMANt~ENRY A. SECONDINE 201 DENVER BUrLDING, 7TH AND DENVER

~AIRMAN .~ BUSINESS MANA R TULSA. OKLAHOMA 74119 MARY TOWNSEND CROW 
' 125 SOUTH PECAN SECRETARY 
:)WATA, 0 Kl,.AHUMA .74048 ROUTE 3 

BARTLESVILLE, OKLAHOMA 740mDELAWARE TRIBAL BUSINESS COMMllTEE 
, NATHAN YOUNG III 

DELAWARE INDIAN CENTER
TREASURER DON WILSON 


. 411 E. ROSS 108 South Seneca 
 MEMBER 
LEOUAH, OKLAHOMA 7-'464 BARTLESVILLE, OKLAHOMA 74003 228 N. BUCY 

8ARTLESVILLE, OKLAHOMA 74.OCO
Phone 918/336-5272 

)HN J. JOURNEYCAKE 

MEM8ER LEO H, JOHNSTONE 


1606 S. 69th. E. AVE. 
 MEMBER 
ULSA. OKLAHOMA 74112 , 1830 MOONLIGHT DRIVE 

BARTLESVILLE. OKLAHOMA 74003(j)jr 
'"'"J 


ANCE COMMITTEE: 


Barn" . " 

man 
" 204 
t.OI<. 74051 

condine ':Tdlt S-J 1976 
~hairn"~.n 

69th E. Ave. 
k. 74112 

ui.e Watters 

'etary 

»( 525 

)k. 74022 Dear Mrs. Crow: 
-i. Thompson 
nber 
335 Pursuant to a Grievance Committee Resolution,,01:.74349 

C. Young of June 28, 1976, a General Council of the Delaware 

nber Tribe will be held July 17,,1976, at Dewey, Oklahoma.
fale. Apt. 22C 

:.74135 One of the items of business is the recall of 


. . Business Committee Members for ~lisconduct in Office • 

The following allegation has been charged against

you. 

Notice is given,t~ you to attend,~his General 
Council and to prepare any defense you might have 
to this charge. At that time, the Delaware General 
Council will pass judgment upon the allegation. 

Sincerely, 

Scott Secdndine, 
Vice C~airman 

ENCLOSURE 
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NOW COMES the Grietance Committee of the Delaware Tribe 

and INFORMS you as to the following charges of MISCONDUCT: 

MARY CROl\' 

I. 

Wrongfully, maliciously and flasely report the Minutes of the 
Business Committee Meetings to the benefit of the Chairman, 
your own brother. 

II. 

Refuse to provid€--the -Bus-ines~_ommi ttee Minutes of October 28, 
1976, to the BIA within a reasonable tIme as reques ted,---idlell you-: 
knew such Minutes were damaging to the Chairman, your brother. ' 

III. 

Wrongfully, maliciously, and falsely record the AprilS, 1976, 
Resolution calling for a General Council when you knew such 
resolution called for a vote on your brother's attorney ,j
contract. 

IV. 

Wrongfully use T. G. D. P. funds to send out a Newslett~r on 
May 13, 1976, without first present~ng the Newsletter to the 
Business Committee and editorializing the Newsletter to the 
benefit of your brother, the Chairma~. 

I· 
I~ 
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CH/\IHMI\N 

[Nil'\' A, StC()NDI~j[ 201 DeNver! BUILDING, "lTI! AND DLr~VE;~ MARY TOWNSEND CRO,''; 
TULSA, OI~LAHor,'/\ 7411 C' 

,r f~ M 1\ N [, U'.J~ I~ r_ ~,:, MAN II G f R SECRE'TARY 
l?!j SOUTH P!...C/\"-J nOUT!: 3 

,'VAT II. ,O~;LI\H0MA 74048 IlARTLESVILLE, OKLAHOMA 7400J 

DELAW,l\RE TRIC/-\L BUSINESS COMMITTEE 
~ATHAN YOUNG Iii DON WILSONDELAWARE INDI/U\I C!:NTER 

TAEASUR'R 108 Sou tli Sencc;l 	 MEMBER 
411 E. noo:::; 	 2;>8 N, OUCYBARTLiESVI LLE, OKLAHO\M 74003EOUAH, O':I.AHor'.1A 744G4 	 BARTLESVILLE, OKLAHOMA 7400:l 

Phone 918/33G·5272 
HN J. JOUR~JEYCA:<E LEO H. JOHNSTONE 

ME~,~gE R MEMUER 
160G s_ G9 Hl_ 1:, AVE. June 28, 1976 1830 MOONLIGHT D"'VE 

LSA, Ot;lAHO"'~A 74112 BARTLESVILLE, OKLAHO:"lA 7400:; 

,NCE COMMITTEE: 
RESOLUTION OF THE DELAWARE TRIBAL 

:3a!'ne~ 

lan 
:>04 

,UY.. 74051 	 GRIEVANCE COM?JITTEE 
:o n (iin~~ 

... ~:rrrHJn 
:·Sth c. ;.. ... =. 
:. ")411~ 

,lise- V\I;;!H~rs 

ct"rv 
x :';:>5 
;,. 	 7·~022 

Whereas, the Chairman of the Delaware Tribal Business
C Thc.'rnnson 
nbt·r Committee on 6-23-76 did issue notices to all members of 
;35 

, Ok. :'4349 the Business Committee ~nd the Grievance Committee invitjnr 
C. Yo".-,!) both entities to a special ~ec ting to be held on 6-28-76 and 
nD':' r 
'iJ! f. , i~ ;) t. 22C 
. 7~ i ='~; Whereas, a majority of the Grievance Committee (3 of 

the 5 members) were present and, 

Whereas, a numher of complaints ~ave been received 
requesting recall of members of the Busineos Committee and, 

c.{·Whereas, a majority of the Grievance Committee (3 ,­

the 5 mClnbers) did convene a meeting of the Grievance 
Committee determined there is a propGr showing pursuan t 
to Sec. 5 (B) of the tribal bylaws, 

Now, therefore, be it resolved that the Chairman of 
the Delaware Business Committee is hereby requested to call 
a general council meeting of ~he tribe, for July 17, 1976 
as he is required to do by Sec. 5 (B) of the bylaws, to act 
upon the complaints of misconduct in office. 

Be it further resolved that if the Chairman fails to 
call .such meetinG by July 1, 1976' the CO!nmis s ioner of Indio.ll 
Affairs is reques~ed to exercise his responsibility set forLh 
in Sec;. :; (B) and c3.11 such meetinG. 

Be it. furtJ)er resolved tIlllt u copy of this resolution 
shall be rlailed to the Commiscioncr, Area Director and 
members of the OklahornR ConEres[;ioJ121 Delegat~_on . 

.~ \,.,.. - // r 
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. ~ESOLUTION REV1_lNG BY-LAWS UNDE ~ . WHICH T'IlE DELAWARE TRIBAL 

llUS~NESS COl-lHITTEE SHALL SPEAK Atm ACT IN BEHALF OF THE 

DELAWARE TRIBE OF INDIANS. 


WHEREAS, on September 7, 1958, 'the Delaware Tribe of 
Indians meeting in General C6uncil enacted the document 
designated "Resolution Establishing By-Laws Under Hhich the 

-D:cla\.:are Tribal Business Committee Shall Speak and Act in 
Behalf of the De!<:n-lare Tribe of Indians," which was- signed 
by-H.L. McCracken, Chairman of the Delaware Tribal Business 
Committee, Bruce/M. Townsend, Vice-Chairman of the Delaware 
Tribal Business Committee, Paul F. Fickinger,'Area Director 
and Presiding Officer and Marie L. Wadley, Tribal Affairs 
Officer and Secretary Pro-Tem,which was subseq~ently approved 
by Ja~es Officer, Commissioner of Indian Affairs on the 31st. 
day of ___}~___, 1962, and 

-- WHEREAS, it is the intent and desire of the iDdividual 
members of t6e Delaware Tribe of Indians duly assembled at 
Dewey, Oklahoma on the 6th. day of July, 1974, pursuant to a 
call and public notice of a General Council Meeting given by 
the:~laware Tribal Business Committee consisting of Bruce 
Hiller TO\-lnsend, Chairman, Nathan H. Young, Vice-Chairman, "" 
Henry A. Secondine, Business Manager. Mary L.K. Townsend Crow,

( 
Secretary-Treasurer, and Yeoman A. Scott, Jr., to,revise the 
Resolution dated September 7, 1958, above mentioned as herein­
after resolved. 

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED THAT: 

The Resolution establishing By-Laws dated September 7 ~/. 
1958, be and they ~re hereby ratified and affirmed except ~ s 
may be superceded by this Resolution. ~ 

PART I - TRIBAL MEMBERSHIP 

A. 	 Membership in the Delaware Tribe of Ind~ans shall be limited 
only to those persons who meet or whose lineal ancestors meet 
the qualifications for participation for distribution in , 
Indian Claims Commission Docket No. 72 & 298 as specifically 
stated in 25 United States Code Section 129~ (a),(b) and 
(c) (1) (excluding members of the Absentee Delaware Tribe 
of ~~stern Oklahoma). 

\ 

B. 	 Members of the Delaware Tribe Of Indians shall be issued a 
voter registration card showing name, address and registration 
nuor:--r. 

c. 	 Eli~lLility for voting in tribal election shall be limited only 
to persons 18 years of age~~~rSCptember 30 of each election year 
and who mett the above qualifications as members of the Delaware 
Tribe Of Indians. 
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fART II - BUSINESS COMMITTEE AND 
COMMITTEE COMPOSITION AND VOTING 

GRIEVANCE 
PROCEDURE 

A. 	 Voting shall be by secret ballot to be cast by voting at 
the polling place or by absentee ballot. 

B. 	 The Pollin~ Placi shall be design~ted by the Delaware 
Tribal Business Com~ittee at least 30 days before each 

~-rn:..t~ election and notice thereof shall be givel~. Until changed ty--;ct 
.~, the polling place shall be 108 S. Seneca~ Bartlesville~ Okla. 

"-P ~-;t.-1J1.d{"'u') , 

C. 	 Qualified voters shall present their Voter Registration Card 
to the Election Committee at the polling piace between the 
hours of 9:30 A.M. and 5:00 P.M. on the voting date designated 
by the Delaware Tribal Business Committee and shall be issued 
one (1) vote to place in the ballot box there provided. This 
ballot box shall be locked and shall remain locked until 5:00 
P.M. of " t~e electioQ d~te. The key thereto shal~ be kept-by 

. the Chairman of the Election' Com~ittee~ , 

D. 	 Absentee ballots shall be obtained by a letter signed in 
_accordance with the Delaware Registration Card and addressed 
to the Election Committee at such address as may be later 

.designated by the Delaware Tribal Business Committee, 
requesting an Absentee Ballot and shall state that the 

~ requesting person shall not be in attendance at the polling 
place on the election date. Absen~ee ballots shall be mailed 
~not earlier than thirty (30) days prior to the election date. 
A limit of one (1) hallot shall be mailed to each person 

--.naking request thereFor; Absentee ballots must be mailed by _ -;t.. 

.1: he Un i ted S tat e s Hail s /J-() o.vft be r e c e i v e d at 108 Sou t h Sen e ca. ~ 
~artlesville, Oklahoma, 74003 before 5:00 P.M. on the election 
date in order to be counted. 'Absentee ballots must be mailed 
·as herein stated in order to be counted • 

. 
The Election Committee shall count all the ballots 

.~mmediately, commencing at 5:01 P.~. on the election date. 

E. 	 The number of officers of the Delaware rribal Business 
Committee shall be increased from 5 to 7. 4 members shall 
constitute a quorum for the official transaction of tribal 
business. The officers of the Delaware Tribal Business 
Committee shall be the Chairman, Vice-Chairman, Secretary,~ 

~ :.l:xeasurer and ,3 other members. 
,. 

. , 

" .. 
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F. 	 The Dela~are Tribe Of Indians shall elect the Delaware 
'Tribal 	Business Committee and the Delaware Tribal 
Griev~nce Committee by secret bwllot and those 7 persons 
receiving the greatest number of votes shall serve on the 
Delaware Tribal Business Committee and those persons receiving 
the next 5 greatest number of votes shall serve on the 
Delaware Tribal Gri~vance Committee. 

,
G. 	 The voters shall specifically vote for one member .to be the 

Chairman of the Delaware Business Committee. No one member 
of the Delaware Tribal Business Committ~e shall hold more 
than one of the four designated offices, i.e. Chairman, 
Vice-Chairman, Secretary or Treasurer •. The first meeting 
of the Delaware Tribal Business Committee shall be called 

- by the Chairman within 10 days after the election date and 
'said Business Committee shall elect persons to fill the 
coffice of Vice-Chai~man. Secretary & Treasurer. Simultan­
eously, the Chairman of the Delaware Tribal Bu~iness Committee 
shall call a · meeting of the Delawaie Tribal . Grievance Comm­(". ~ttce and said Grievance Committee members only shall elect 
persons to fill the offices of Chairman, Vice-Chairman, 
Secretary and such other officers as the Grievance Committee 
shall see fit to create. ,---.:,..- . 

.... ' . " 

In the event a person was elected to the Delaware Tribal 
Business Committee but preferied to serve 6n the Delaware 
Tribal Grievance Committee, he shall ~~~e the right to forfeit 
his membership' to the Delaware Tribal Business Committee and 
thereby become a me~ber of the Delaware Tribal Grievance Comm­
ittee. Should such a forfeiture occur, the person certified 

.by the Election Committee as having the 8th. highest votes 
cast in the entire election shall thereby become a member of 
%he Delaware Tribal Business Committee. 

I 

In the event there failed to be 12 candidates who file for 
office, or should a member of either Business Committee or 
Grievance Committee resign, die, or otherwise become incapable 
of . serving, such vacancy shall be filled by a majority vote 
of the elected members of the Delaware Tribal Business Committee 

If and in the event the certification of election of any can­
didate is questioned in a Court of Law, the remaining elected 
members of the Committee shal~ appoint a person to fill that 
vacancy until said questioned election has been finally deter­
mined. If the entire election should be similarly questioned, 
then the Business Committee and Grievance Committee previously 
~lected shall continue to hold office until said election 
has been finally determined by said Court of Law. ' 0 

i 
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Any member of the Delaware Tribal Business Committee 
missing 3 ~onsecutive Business Committee meetings with­
out r~ceiving an excused absence vote from the remaining 
Business Committee ~embers shall·automatically have for­
feited his membership to the Busineis Committee whereupon 
the. Chairman shall 'declare a vacancy and it shall be filled 
by a majority vote of .the remaining Business Committee 
members until the next General election. 

Election Committee 

The electio~ committee shall consist of 5 persons appointed 
by the Delaware Tribal Business Committee. The Delaware 
Tribal Business Committee shall designate the Chairman, 
Vice-Chairman, and Secretary. The'<luties of the Election 
Committee shall be (1) to mail absentee ballots, (2) to 

--_. 	 oversee the polling place on election day. (3) to count cast 
and absentee ballots immediately upon closing of the polls 
on election day (4) apd issue written certif,icates of election 
following the final vote count. The Election Committee shall 
retai~ all ballots until 5:00 P.M. of the 3rd day following 
the election day. Any Candidate may clemand 'a-r~c~;nt of 
ballots until 5:00 P.M. of the 3rd ~ay following election dEYo 	 provided he, in writing to the Secretary of the Election 
Committee specify the reasons for the recount and post a 
$100.00 cash bond with the Secretary of the Election Committee 
to pay for cost of same. Cost of said recount shall be deter­
mined by a majority of the Election' Committee. 

(1). Election shall be held on the 1st. Saturday of NovemberII, " 	 of each 4th. year starting in 1974. Each succeeding 4th. year 
shall be des~gnated as the election year •. 

(2). Persons who are to become candi~ates for election to the 
Delaware 	TribalBusiness Committee and Delaware Tribal Grievance 
Committee shall file a Declaration of Candidacy at the Tribal 
Office on or before September I of eacti election y~ar. Forms, may be provided by mail but a prospective candidate can'prepare 

1 his own Declaration of Candidacy provided he provides the follow­
ing information in writing. 

1. 	Full naoe 
2. 	 Address. (Residence and business if applicable) 
3. 	Telephone (Residence and business if applicable) 
4. Gender and age 
5. 	Delaware voter registration card number 
6. 	 Educational background and diplomas or degrees 

conferred (if applicable) , 
7. Civic, & Fraternal affiliations (if applicable)o 8 . ' Bus in e s s. pro f e s s ion 0 roc cup a t ion ()../r~ 9---uf'"1- h) [q 7 't 
9. 	A promise to support the By-Law5~nd best irtterests 

of the Dela~are Tribe of Indians. 
10. 	A promise.to attend every meeting of the Business 

Committee to ~hich he is elected unless absent. 
for good cause. 

http:promise.to
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In all other respects the ' September 7, 1958 By-Laws 
shall Remiin a~ drawn where consistent with this Amendment to 
said 1958. By-Laws. 

". 

Leo H. Jol1ns 
Chairman~' the July 6, 1974 
Der~ware Trib~ of Indians 
General Council 

ATTEST: 

DELAWARE TRIBAL BUSINESS COMMITTEE I 

c . \ 

Ap'proved· pursuant to authority delegated by the Commissioner 
of Ind ian Affa irs in 10 BIAM 3.1. 

'. 

0" ;. 

t 

~~JJ-zPL~
~~cT~3 Area Dire . / 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
}-~u~kogee Area Office 

<=Ju~kogee. Oklahoma 

. : .. SEP 30 1974 

Date 

.~ 

.J 
- . . 
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Adopted September 7, 1958 

. RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING BY-LAWS mmm WHICH THE DELAUAUE TRIBAL BUSnl~SS 
Cm1HITTEE SPJ1.LL SP:A:~ AIID ACT IN BEHALF OF THE: DZL"1-lARE TRIBE OF nmIAi1S. 

\'nlEREAS, it ia expensive and inconvenien.t for the individual cembers 

of the Delaw3re Tribe to meet in General Council for the transaction. of ali 

tribal busineas; said tribal business has heretofore been administered 

through an aciciniatrative body designated The Delaware Tribal Business 

Committee. 


WHEREAS, it is the intent and desire of the individu~l members of the 

Del~~are Tribe t 21 years of age and over, to define the mznner under which 

the Delaware Trita1 Business C~ittee shall represent, speak and act for 

the individual members of the Delaware Tribe on matters affecting the proper­

ties and general business of the Tribe, 


~REAS, the Delaware Tribe has not heretofore through means of yritten 

documentation defined the mechanics under ~bich said Co~ittee sball be 

elected and function, 


NOW BE IT 'I'HEREr'ORE RESOLVED THAT: 

Section 1 (A). The Del~~are Tribal Business C~ittee shall consist 

of 8. Chairman r Vice-Chairman. Secretary-Treasurer, and t"'wO meobers, all of 

whom shall be elected by aecret ballot and who shall serve for a period of 

four years. 


(B) Three members of the Del~mare Tribal Businees Ccrrmittee shelll 

constitute a quorum for the official transaction of tribal busioe3s. 


Section 2. No pereon shall be a c.endidAte for roc:nbershiptn the 

Delaware Tribal Business C~ittee unless he shall be a mcmb~r of the 

Dela~are Tribe by blood and sba1l be at least 25 years of age. 


Section 3 (A). The first election of a Tribal Business Committee under 

this Resolution shall be called and supervised by the Area Director of the 

Muskogee Area Office or his authorized representative in accordance with 

election procedures outlined by him. Thereafter, elections shall be held 

every four years in July prior to the expiration of the terms of office 

of the members of the Delaware Busip.ess Comoittee. The date and place 

shall be designated by the Delaware Tribal Business Co~ittee, and thirty 

(30) days prior to the election, public notice shall be given. The terms 
of office of members of the Delaware Tribal Business Cocmittee shsll be 
for £our years, or until their successors are elected, qualified and installed. 

(B) Regular elections shall be held every fourth year commencing from 
the year 1958 A.D. Nominations shall be made from the .floor. Election Ehall 
be by secret ballot, a plurality vote b~ing necessary to elect. The newly 
elected officers shall be inata1led ~ediately upon their election• 

. ..~. 
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(C) If the Delaware Tribal Business Committee shall fail to give 

appropriate notice of the election, or in cas~ a regular election shall 

not be held as in Section 3 of this Resolution, the Co~is81oner of Indian 

Affairs or his authorized representative shall call sucb an election and 

sbal1 give thirty (3~days' notice, setting the time and place of the 

election. ., 


Section 4. Vacancies in any elective office shall be filled at any 

regular or special oeeting of the Delaware General Council, pr.oviding that 

proper notice has been given. 


Section 5 ••••The Dela'olare Tribal Business Crnunittee is hereby 

empowered to appoint subordinate c~ittees and representatives; to 

transact business of the Dcl~are Tribe, including the management or 

disPDsiti~n of tribal property and the expenditure of tribal funds; and 

such additional business of the Tribe as the Delaware General Council 


. znay c,ee fit to del.egate to the Delaware Iribal Business Co:rmittee from 
time to time by appropriate resolution; provided, however, that any 
ordinances passed by the Delaware Tribal Business Committee governing 
membership, future m~bership or the loss of membership, shall be 
subject to the ~proval of the Delaware General Council, and, so long 
aa the affairs of the Delaware Tribe are under the general supervision 
of the Federal Government, of the Comniasioner of Indian Affairs or his 
authorized representative ••••• 

Section 5 (A). A Grievance C~ittec, consisting of five persons of 

Dela\Jare India.n blood, shall be elected by the General Council, and shall 

not include any members of the Delaware Tribal BusineSS Committee. The 

term· of office of the Grievance C~ittee shall be for four years and the 

members shall be elected at the same time and in the sace manner 3S that 

provided for the election of the members of the Delaware Tribal Business 

Cocnittee. 


(B) The Grievance Cormmittee shall investigate complaints of misc0l1duct 
or other acts of the members of the Delm-1are Tribal Business Committee and 
upon a proper showing shall ~eq~st tbe Chair~n to call a special meeting 
of the Delaware General Council to act upon such comp13ints. In the event 
the Chairman refuses or. fails to call such a meeting the Grievance Co~,ittee 
shall advise the CCll'I:lissioner of India.n Affairs or his authorized re?resent.;o­
tive, who shall call the special meeting of the Delaware Gcn6r~Council for 
the purpose of hearing and acting upon such complaints. Such Council shall 
have power, by a majority vote, after giving the accused a hearing, ~o clear 
him of the charges; or to remove him from office, if gutlty, and proceed to 
elect a successor, except if a meober of the Dela\'lare Tribal Business 
Committee fails to or refuses to attend two regular meetin~s in succession 
unless excused due to illness or other causes for which be cannot be held 
responsible, or shall be convicted of a felony, or a misdemeanor involving 
moral integrity, his office sh3ll be forfeited 3utom.:ltic31Iy, and s sp.:!cial 
election shall be called by the Chair:n3n of the DcL1\Jare Tribal Business 
Comuittce for his replacement, in accordance lv:i.th Section 4 of this ~~esolution. 



Section 6. It shall be the duty of the Chairman of the Delaware Tribal 
Business Con:mittee to preside at all meetings and perform all duties appertain­
ing to the office. He shall ~xercise all authorities delegated to him and he 
shall be entitled to a vote on all questions. 

Section 7. In the absence of the Chairman 'of the Delaware Tribal 
Business COQmittee, the Vice-Chairman sball perform tbe duties of the Chair­
man, ass~ing all the privileges, duties and responsibilities of the Chairman. 

Section 8 (A). The Secretary-Treasurer shall correctly record all 
proceedings of all meetings and shall fo~~ard copies of the minutes of all 
meetings to the Area Director and to the Co~issioner of Indian Affairs. He 
shall be responsible for the prompt and efficient handling of all correspondence 
pertaining to the Business of the Council. He shall mal~e out the order of 
buciness for the Chaiman; shall notify all co~ittees of their appointffients; 
shall have custody of the reco~d8 and all papers of the Council which records 
and papers shall be open to inspection at any reasonable time, in his presence, 
by any members of the GO\J:lcil desiring to revicVJ them. He shall keep a 
correct list of all members of the CounCil, shall authenticate all accounts or 
orders of the Council, and in the absence of the Chaircan and the Vice Chair­
man, shall call the meeting to order until a Chairman Pro-Tem is selected. 
He shall render a written report at, the annual meeting and at the expiration 
of his term of office, records and all papers in his possession shall be turned 
over to his successor. He shall issue notices of all meetings and conduct 
all general correspondence, as directed by the General Councilor the Tribal 
Business Cm::mHtee. He shall keep all tribal monies entrus ted to his care in 
8 special account and all disbursements therefram should be made by check. 
lIe shall keep an accurate account of receipts and disbu~st~ents of all such 
tribal monies and mal~e appropriate reports to the Dela"'7are Tribal Bu.siness 
Committee and to the DeL~\yare General Council at its annual meetings. The 
sccounts and records of the Delaware Tribal Business COGmittee and the General 
Council shall be open at all times for inspection and audit by the Commissioner 
of Indian Affairs or his authorized representative. 

(B) The Secretary-Treasurer shall file a surety bond satisfactory to the 
Tribal Business Comnittee and to the COI!:!Ilissioner of Indian Affairs or his 
authorized representative. The case of such bond shall be paid fr~ tribal 
funds. 

Section 9. Special meetings of the DelaVJare Gene~sl Council may be called 
at the discretion of the Chairman, and shall be called by him at the req~st in 
writing of the I!laJority of the Tribal Business Cqrr::littce, or by-a written .;. 
request of thirty per cent of the mccbers of the General Council. 

Section 10. The regular meetings of the Dela'·Jare Tribal Business 
Coremittee shall be held at a place and time to be determined by the Chairman, 
with proper notice to the members of the Committee during the months of 
January, April, July and October unless otherwise provided by Resolution. 

Section 11. Special meetings of the Dcle.\~are Tribal Busfness Committee 
may be called by the Chairman at hi5 discretion and shnll be called by him upon 
the written request of a majority of the Business Committee. 



Section 12. All meetings of the Delaware General Council and the 
Delaware Tribal Business COIIlllittee shall be 'conducted in accordance with 
Robert's Kules of Order. 

Section 13. This R~Bolutlon may be amended by a majority vote of the 
qualified voters of the Delaware Tribe of Indians of Dela~are blood at an 
election called for the purpose by tbe Delaw<!re Tribal Bus iness CO!:IIIIittee. 
It shall be the duty of the Chairman of the D~la~are Tribal Busi~B C~ittee 
to call such an election or referendl~ at the request of a majority of the 
Delaware Tribal Business C~ittee. or upon presentation of a petition signed 
by at least thirty per cent of the qualified voters. members of the Delaware 
Tribe: PROVIDED that not less than thirty days' notice of such meeting and 
proposed amendment shall be given to th~ members of the Tribe directly by 
mail. if feasible. and by appropriate publication throughout the communities 
in which the Tribal m~bers reside. 

The foregoing resolution was duly adopted thts -1--day of Sept, 1958 

This is to certify that there were approx~ately __~3~5_0______ 
of the adult members of the Delaware Tribn at the above General Council 
meeting; that there were _2_ opposing votES and a fe'l:J not voting on the above 
resolution, and the resolution \iaS therefore adopted ••••• FOR, 132 votes. 

L
Mea Director 

Tribal Affairs Officer and SecrctP~Y Pro-Tem 

L 
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