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FREEDOM BELL - a double-scale model of the Liberty Bell -will be exhibited 
on the Freedom Train, as show in this architect's drawing. The bell was given by 
the American legion. Train also will carry the 1902 Oldsmobile that won the first 
American transcontinental race. 

FREEDOM TRAIN TO ROLL APRIL 1, 

RUN FOR 2 YEARS, 17,000 MILES 
On April 1, the American 

Freedom Train, a 400-ton steam loco­
motive born in America's golden age 
of railroads, will power into Delaware 
pulling 22 glistening red, white and 
blue cars filled with the history of 
America. 

A priceless collection of historical 
memorabilia will begin a two-year, 
17 ,000-mile journey in celebration of 
the American Bicentennial Revolution 
- an extraordinary project planned to 
bring two centuries of American ex­
perience within one-hour driving dis­
tance of 90 percent of the Nation's 
population. 

Scheduled to stop in 76 cities 
throughout each of the 48 contiguous 
States, the magnificently restored 
Southern Pacific daylight engine, 
donated by the city fathers of Portland, 
Ore., will proudly display such ma­
terials as President Lincoln's Pre­
liminary Emancipation Proclamation, 
FDR's speech to Congress after Pearl 
Harbor Day, a 1776 edition of Thomas 
Paine's Common Sense, Benjamin 
Franklin's draft of the Articles of 
Confederation, the original Louisiana 
Purchase Agreement, Indian artifacts, 
moon rocks, the Nobel Peace Prize and 
a giant " Freedom Bell." 

The engine was so named because 
it operated on a daylight run. 

A blue-ribbon committee care­
fully culled more than 500 items for 
the exhibit from the National 
Archives, the National Aeronautics 
and Space Administration and the 
Smithsonian Institution to reflect 
American achievement in government, 
inventions, the professions, labor, 
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sports and the fine and performing 
arts. 

In a December ceremony 
recognizing the Freedom Train as an 
official Bicentennial project, President 
Ford declared it a fitting symbol of 
what the Bicentennial really repre­
sents. "This exhibit touches virtually 
every phase of the American ex­
perience," he said. "I see the Bicen­
tennial of 1976 as a rebirth as well as a 
birthday - a rediscovery of our 
strength and of our potential." 

The entire project manifests 
several old American virtues: coopera­
tion, generosity and resourcefulness. 

The idea for a Bicentennial 
freedom train came from Ross Row­
land, a 35-year-old commodity broker 
with a passion for railroading. He 
wanted to create a modern version of a 
similar "Spirit of '47" train which 
toured the country to great popular 
acclaim shortly after World War II. 

Like many ingenious ideas, his 
nearly died aborning for lack of fi­
nancial support. He had just about 
given up the promotion effort when he 
made a presentation to the Pepsi-Cola 
Company. The idea caught fire with its 
ch airman, Donald Kendall, who 
promptly enlisted three other major 
U.S. corporations (General Motors, 
Prudential Insurance and Kraft Foods) 
to donate $1 million each for " seed 
money." 

The donations made possible the 
formation of the American Freedom 
Train Foundation, Inc., a nonprofit , 
n onp oli ti cal organization whose 
charter states that all funds remaining 
after the train's tour will be given to 
charities. 

Republicans at Work 

'KEEP REVENUE 
PLAN' - BROCK 

Sen. Bill Brock of Tennessee has 
introduced a bill to make general 
revenue sharing permanent. The pro­
gram will expire next year unless 

Congress extends it. 
Brock said expira­
tion of the program 
would mean "fman­
cial chaos" in State 
and local govern­
ments, forcing them 
"either to drastically 

Harsha reduce needed ser-
vices or raise taxes to unacceptably 
high levels." - Rep. William H. Harsha 
of Ohio has asked the House Com­
merce Committee to investigate the 
extend of natural gas company re­
serves and production and to consider 
legislation allowing the Federal Power 
Commission to set up allocation pro­
grams and guidelines for natural gas 
distribution. Current allocation pro­
grams do not cover gas. 

Rep. Bill Cohen of Maine has 
introduced two bills to encourage 
homeowners to save heating oil. The 
first would provide homeowners and 
small businessmen with a 25 percent 
tax credit on the first $1,500 of the 
cost of new insulation or more ef­
ficient furnaces. The second would 
provide low-interest loans for improve­
ments costing more than $1,500. 

Rep. Don Clausen of California 
has introduced legislation providing 
tax exemptions on interest earned in 
savings deposits. "This measure will 

apply to savings in 
commercial banks, 
loan associations, 
mutual savings banks 
and credit unions -
and should stimulate 
the housing and 
building-materials in-

Heinz dustry ," Clausen 
said . . . Rep. H. John Heinz III of 
Pennsylvania wants Congress to set up 
a national commission to determine 
whether Federal regulatory agencies 
contribute to inflation by reducing 
competition. The commission would 
examine the activities of regulatory 
agencies such as the Federal Communi­
cations Commission, Interstate 
Commerce Commission and the Civil 
Aeronautics Board. President Ford has 
proposed legislation to set up such a 
commission. 
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Republicans Say: 

'ELK HILLS HAS 
LOTS OF OIL' 

About Elk Hills Bill: Rep. James 
C. Oeveland of New Hampshire wants 
jurisdiction of the Elk Hills, Calif., 
petroleum preserve transferred from 

the Navy to the De-
__:.:::: partment of the 

Interior. Cleveland 
said: "Development 
of [Elk Hills] could 
increase domestic oil 
production by 
300,000 barrels per 

Cleveland day within three 
years. Such an increase could also 
reduce our balance of payments deficit 
by $1 billion per year" .... About 
President Ford's $349 Billion Budget: 
"No one should be surprised ... Every 
program it has has been approved by 
past Democratic-controlled Con­
gresses. And no one in Washington 
really believes that the present liberal­
dominated Congress will do anything 
to reduce spending." - Rep. Oarence 
J. Brown of Ohio. 

About the New Congress: "The 
large majority the Democrats have ... 
is evidently more concerned with the 
elections of 1976 than with trying to 
deal with the problems we're facing 
today. Instead of developing alterna­
tive programs to what the President 
has proposed in various fields, they're 
simply saying, 'NO!'" - Rep. Jim 
Johnson of Colorado. 

About Inflation: "There are no 
simple, or easy, or painless answers to 
inflation. If the Congress refuses to 
come to grips with spending, and if the 

American people 
won't accept the 
fact that we cannot 
have everything 
without paying for 
it, we are in for a 
rough and rocky 
road." - Rep. Keith 

Sebelius Sebelius of Kan-
sas .... About Illegal Aliens: "Illegal 
aliens take jobs, collect welfare , and 
increase the strain on a variety of State 
and local services they do not support. 
An attack on this problem should be a 
matter of top-priority importance at 
the present time." - Rep. William S. 
Cohen of Maine ... About Ecology: 
"The problem with ecology ... is that 
. . . while claiming to champion the 
cause of all living things ... it consist­
ently overlooks - Man. - Rep. Steve 
Symms ofldaho. 
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FOUR CAMPAIGN GROUPS 
WILL MEET FEB. 21 

The National Governors Confer­
ence will take a bipartisan look at 
"Priorities for Domestic Economic Ad­
justment" during their first semi­
annual meeting for 1975, scheduled 
February 18-20 at Washington's May­
flower Hotel. Administration par­
ticipants will include Vice President 
Nelson Rockefeller, Interior Secretary 
Rogers Morton, and White House eco­
nomic adviser William Seidman. Re­
publican Governors follow suit Feb­
ruary 21 with a working session on 

Political Notes 
politics and energy. Invited speakers 
include Frank Zarb, U.S. energy czar; 
Robert Hartmann, Counsellor to the 
President; Mary Louise Smith, Chair­
man of the RNC; Rep. Guy Vander 
Jagt, Chairman of the Republican Con­
gressional Committee; and Senator 
Ted Stevens, Chairman of the Repub­
lican Senatorial Committee. The ses­
sion marks the first time that the 
chairmen of all GOP campaign organi­
zations and representatives of the 
White House have been called to­
gether. 

On Friday, February 28, the Re­
publican National Committee is 
hosting a luncheon at the Sheraton 
Hotel, Washington, D.C. , in honor of 
its Chairman, Mary Louise Smith. For 
tickets contact your State Central 
Committee, or in Washington call the 
D.C. Republican Central Committee, 
229-9661. 

Gary A. Myers, a first-termer from 
the 25th District of Pennsylvania, an­
nounced he has consulted an ac­
counting firm, Arthur Anderson & 
Co. , to explore the feasibility of 
auditing his office and personal books 
periodically while he is a member of 
Congress. He said his office procedures 
would be an "open book" so that 
residents of his district "would know 
that every act, every nickel, and every 
vote" while he is in office is a matter 
of public record. 

President Ford presided February 
7 at the official swearing-in of Edward 
H. Levi, 63, former dean of the Uni­
versity of Chicago law school, as 
Attorney General of the United States. 
After taking the oath from Justice 
Lewis Powell Jr. in the presence of 

Vice President Rocke[ ell er and mem­
bers of the Cabinet and Congress, the 
new Attorney General pledged to ad­
minister the laws so that they would 
not be "an instrument of partisan 
purpose." 

The Senate Select Committee on 
In te llige n ce Organizations unani­
mously accepted the recommendation 
of Chairman Frank Church (D-ldaho) 
for a staff director: Republican 
William G. Miller, former foreign 
policy adviser to Senator John Sher­
man Cooper (R-Ky .). 

John T. Dunlop, former Director 
of the Cost of Living Council, will be 
returning to Government service as 
President Ford's nex t Secretary of 
Labor, upon Senate confirmation. The 
Harvard economics professor, author 
of nine books on American labor, will 
replace retiring Peter J. Brennan, who 
announced plans to resume leadership 
of the Building and Construction 
Trades Council in New York. 

South Dakota's Republican State 
Central Committee meets February 22 
in Pierre to elect a new State chair­
man , State vice chairman, and secre­
tary-treasurer. The South Dakota 
Federation of Republican Women and 
the Young Republican Federation are 
taking advantage of the "convening of 
the clan " to stage annual meetings for 
their organizations that same weekend. 

More than half the membership of 
the House, at 249, and nearly two­
thirds of the Senate, at 60, fo rmerly 
served in the Boy Scouts of America, 
either as Scouts or later as adult 
leaders, R ep. Clarence J. Brown ( R., 
Ohio) announced last week. Brown, a 
former Eagle Scout and later an assist­
ant Scoutmaster and counsellor, made 
his Scouting survey for the 94th Con­
gress and the preceding four Con­
gresses. The 1975 totals for the House 
are down from 1973, when there were 
262, but up by 1 in the Senate f rom 
the former 59. 

Rep . Robert Lagomarsino (R., 
Calif.) has introduced legislation to 
require House members to retire at age 
70, or face substantial loss of retire­
ment benefits. Lagomarsino says this is 
identical to similar legislation applying 
to judges in his native California, 
where he says the system has worked 
well. 
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WHAT'S YOUR QUESTION? 
How did we get the odd Federal 
election day - the first Tuesday 
after the first Monday in No­
vember?-D.C., Arlington, Va. 

It is set by Federal law. 
In 1972, in the newspaper the 

National Enquirer, the Rev. Webb Gar­
rison gave an insight into how the date 
was arrived at. He wrote: 

"For many years, each State fixed 
its own election day. In 15 States, 
voters turned out the first Monday in 
November. One day later, four other 
States voted. Two States used a day 
one week later. One State - New 
Jersey - allowed voters to cast ballots 
on either of two days. Eight more 
States had other dates entirely .... 

"Newspapers [in 1844] clamored 
for establishment of a uniform na­
tional election day. November 1 was 
proposed, but, objected John Calhoun 
of South Carolina, 'many merchants 
balance their books the first day of the 
month' ... 

"Then the first Monday in No­
vember was suggested. But, it was 
pointed out, in those days of poor 
roads, many voters had to start for the 
polls the day before. A Monday voting 
day would require them to travel on 
Sunday .. .. 

"Benjamin Tappan, a Senator 
from Ohio, found the winning formula 
in the election day already fixed by 
New York State. It was 'the first 
Tuesday after the first Monday in 
November' and, for national 
elections, in 'years divisible by two.' 

"He introduced an act to that 
effect, and it won passage in just a 
week." 

What will the Social Security tax 
be for calendar 1975? Is there a 
"fund" into which Social Security 
taxes are paid, and if so do income 
and outgo equal each other? If 
there is a "fund," how much is 
in it and how long will it last? 
-D.W.D., Albany, Ore. 

Social Security taxes will remain 
at 5~85 percent on both employee and 
employer in 1975, but the taxable 
wage base will rise to $14,000 for the 
calendar year. There is a Social 
Security Fund, and on a yearly basis, 
income from taxes and outgo for 
benefits are approximately equal. 
(Income for fiscal 1973 was $43.6 
billion as against the same figure for 
outgo). The figures vary from year to 

year. In fiscal 1973 there was $44.3 
billion in the trust fund. The estimates 
for fiscal 1974 and 1975 are $45.6 and 
$46.6 billion respectively. There is no 
way to know at present how long the 
fund will last, but it is safe to assume 
that Congress will not allow the fund 
to go broke. 

How did the elephant and the donkey 
become the symbols of the Republican 
and Democrat Parties?-S.H., Washing­
ton, D.C. 

This question is a perennial to us, 
and we are glad to answer it again. 

Both the GOP elephant and the 
Democratic donkey were popularized 

by the pen of Thomas Nast, great 
American illustrator and caricaturist of 
the 19th century. Nast's use of the 
elephant as a Republican symbol first 
appeared in the Nov. 7, 1874, issue of 
Harper's Weekly (see picture). His use 
of the donkey as a Democratic symbol 
appeared in that same publication four 
years earlier, Jan. 15, 1870. 

Is it true, as I have heard, that 
the reason for the Watergate break­
in was to verify reports that Cuba's 
Castro had offered a $1 million 
campaign contribution for use by 
Democratic candidates in 1972? 
-A.C.D., Miami, Fla. 

This and similar reports were 
widely circulated, but were never veri­
fied by the Senate Select Committee 
on Presidential Campaign Activities. 

I seem to see less and less in the 
papers about the Democrats' plan 

to ration gasoline. Are they backing 
away from this proposal?-E. L., 
Baltimore, Md. 

According to Frank Zarb, Federal 
energy czar, it has gradually begun to 
dawn on the rationers just how diffi­
cult and unfair this proposal would be 
- and how expensive. The Federal 
Energy Administration describes gaso­
line rationing as "complex, expensive 
and at best a short-term solution." 
FEA estimates the cost to the Federal 
Government at $2 billion, and this 
does not include the cost to States and 
localities of setting up 3,000 State and 
local boards to handle exceptions to 
the rationing law based on emergency 
or hardship. 

With our grain reserves at the 
lowest ebb since 1940, and food prices 
rising almost weekly, is the United 
States planning to continue at­
tempting to feed the whole world? 
-L.A., San Francisco. 

No. Last October, President Ford 
halted shipment of 3 million tons of 
wheat and corn to Russia, and an­
nounced that in the future export 
arrangements would need his approval. 
Also, note Secretary of Agriculture 
Earl Butz's statement to the Rome 
food conference that the only real 
answer to the food needs of under­
developed nations was "to develop." 

Why are the labor unions 
tax-exempt?-Mrs. E.G., San 
Francisco. 

Because they are non-profit organ­
izations. As to their political activities, 
we suggest you read "The One 
Hundred Million Dollar Payoff," an 
excellent book by Douglas Caddy, a 
Washington, D.C., attorney. 

Got a question that's been 
bothering you? Send it to 
"What's Your Question," GOP 
Newsletter, 300 New Jersey 
Avenue, S.E., Washington, D.C. 
205 I 5. Priority will be given to 
answering questions of general 
interest to a political audience. 
No questions can be answered by 
mail. 




