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• ' .. BACKGROUND 

April 21, 1976 

REACT International (Radio Emergency Associated Citizens 
Team) is a world-wide non-profit organization of more than 3000 
volunteer teams who use citizens band radio equipment to monitor 
emergency Channel 9 . The teams provide emergency aid and road 
assistance in response to calls for help that come over CB fre
quencies. 

San Jacinto REACT was organized in October 1975 and is 
representative of the outstanding volunteer service . C . B. ' ers 
are providing throughout the country . With about 55 members, 
the San Jacinto REACT group attempts to monitor calls seven days 
a week, a minimum of ten to twelve hours a day , in the Houston/ 
Harris County, Galveston County, Brazaria County area . In the 
first three months of 1976, members monitored 575 calls for emer
gency assistance and many feel they can be credited with saving 
between 15 and 20 lives. Calls included 115 major accidents and 
such emergencies as vehicle fires and 26 medical emergencies. 
Because South Houston is without emergency medical service, San 
Jacinto REACT works in conjunction with other community services 
to dispatch ambulances or send its own emergency medical service . 

San Jacinto consists of five divisions to handle 
emergencies: 

1. Monitoring Division: With base stations to cover incoming 
calls . 

2. The Marine Division : Specially trained to handle the 
small boat marine emergency and to assist the Coast Guard in helping 
the vessel in distress . 

3 . The Medical Division: Specially trained personnel work 
with the various local and county authorities during disasters and 
special situations providing medical assistance under the direction 
of the American Trauma Society . 

4 . The Search-Dog Division: Specially trained personnel 
work with the Houston Schutzhund Working and Training Club (SWAT) 
in four-man teams to do light search and rescue with trained track
ing dogs. 

5 . The Air-Spotter Division : Members work with experienced 
pilots to operate out of small airplanes as spotters and couriers. 

Statistics indicate that a total of 5,200,000 emergency 
calls are made annually by CB radio operators. Four million plus 
citizens two-way radios are in use in the U.S.A. alone. About 
27 percent o= these calls are auto accidents, with one out of 
every five involving injuries to someone. With one out of every 
25 vehicles and one out of every 10 recreational vehicles equipped 
with CB radios, it greatly increases the chances of an accident 
being reported as soon as possible after the accidert . 



~ Political Background 

This the first Presidential primary in Texas, and 

it is an open primary, meaning Democrats can crossover and vote 

in the Republican primary. (Apparently Reagan is hoping to pick 

up some votes from Wallace crossovers.) 

McAllen and Harlingen are deep in the Rio Grande Valley 

along the Mexican border. They are in the 15th Congressional 

district, represented by E (Kika) de la Graza, a Democrat first 

elected in 1964. 

Seventy-five per cent of the residents of the district 

are of Mexican stock. This is the land of the fabled Texas 

ranches, including the King Ranch and Anne Armstrong's Ranch. 

Lloyd Bentsen represented this district from 1946-1954. 

Corpus on the Gulf Coast is in the lower corner of the 

14th Congressional District. The district is described as 

heavy industry country and as one of the few areas were labor 

unions have much influence. Few blacks live this far south and 

west in Texas, and they make up only seven per cent of the popula

tion, compared to 12 percent statewide. 

The 14th is considered one of the state's mare ttliberal" 

areas. The incumbent congressman is Rep. John Young, a democrat 

first elected in 1956. He has had only one opponen~ in the 

primary or general since 1964. Sissy Farenthold once represented 

Corpus in the Texas State Legislature. 



Political Background 
Pag€ Two 

Beaumont is in the 9th Congressional District, the 

eastern segment of the state's Gulf Coast. This is an area 

of big refineries, petrochemical plants and other factories. 

It has one of the highest concentrations of blue collar workers 

in Texas. Beaumont has a population ~f 110,000. The 9th is 

represented by Jack Brooks of Judiciary.Committee fame. He 

was first elected in 1952. This is one of the few areas in Texas 

where McGovern came close to matching Humphrey's showing in 

1968. 
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