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= Political Background

e TR T

This is the first Presidential primary in Texas, and
it is an open primary, meaning Democrats can crossover and vote

in the Republican primary. (Apparently Reagan is hoping to pick

up some votes from Wallace crossovers.)

McAllen and Harlingen are deep in the Rio Grande vélley
along the Mexican border. fh;y areﬁig the 15th Congressional
district, represented by E (Kika) de larGraza, a Democrat first
elected in 1964,

éeventy-five ber cent of the residents of therdistrict
are of?Mexican stock. This is the land of the fabled Texas
ranches, including the King Ranch and Anne Armstrong's Ranch.
Lloyd Bentsen represented this district from 1946-1954.

Coréus on the Gulf Coast is in the lower corner of the
14th Congressional District. The district is described as
heavy industry country and as one of the few areas were labor
unions have much influence. Few blacks live this far south and
west in Texas, and they make up only seven per cént of the popula—’
tion, compared to lzrpercent statewide.

The léth is considered one of the state's mare "liberal"
areas. The incumbent congressman is Rep. John Young, a democrat
first elected in 1956. He has had only one opponent in the

primary or general since 1964. Sissy Farenthold once represented

Corpus in the Texas State Legislature.
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_Political Background

Page Two

Beaumont is in the 9th Congressional District, the

eastern segment of the state's Gulf Coast. " This is an area
of big refineries, petrochemical plants and other factories.
It has one of the highest concentrations of blue collar workers
in Texas. ﬁeaumont ﬁés a population of 110,000. The 9th is
represented by Jack Brooks of Judiciary.Committee fame. He
was first elected in 1952, This is one of the few areas in Texas
where McGoyern came close to matching Humphrey's shéwing in

1968.
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