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G11MBACHER 
. 

We have just · 
received a selection 

of fine art supplies 
from Grumbach er. 

Acrylics 
Watercolors 

MCldeling Paste 
Paint Bru8hes 

Palettes 
Acrylic Paint Sets 

Watercolor Paint Sets 
Oil Base Pastels 

Assorted Sketch Pads 
Canvas 

' Vine Charcoal 
Finish Sprays 

. . 
476-2666 

In The Lodge Promenade 

Merchandise Thru The Vail Trail 
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Many Faces of Ron Nessen 
By Jill Vig 

He is a study in impenetrabili· 
ty, difficult to analyze or assess, 
yet watch him closely and 3 faces 
begin to emerge in the personal
ity of presidential press 

Ron Nessen. 
Least he is animat

ed by humor and when he smiles 
his eyes crinkle with an infec
tious kind of mirth. 

Question. ''We need singers for 
the press pa.rty. Can you sing?" 

Nessen. "Are you kidding? I 
can't even hum!" · 

The majority of -the time the 
face is a mask, the attitude angry 
but controlled. Press briefings 
are typified by a lack of informa
ti!)n delivered in nide exchanges. 

Q. ''.Are you expecting any an
nouncement. on the Middle East 
today?" 

N. "No .. " 
Q. "Do you expect anything 

tomorrow?" · 
N. "No." 
Q. "Are you expecting any an

nouncements?" 
N. "You asked the same ques

tions of Dr. Kissinger. Why 
do I have to answer the same 
questions he answered last 
night?" -

Q. "A lot can happen 
overnight." 

N. "Nothing has happened 
overnight." · 

In a private interview for The 
Vail Trail he lounges in his chair, 
feet on the desk, and rattles off 
answers in a· rote, memorized 
way t.hat gives the appearance of 
irritation. 

Q. "Let's start with your back-
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grollnd for job." . 
N. "I attended the American 

University in Washington, D.C., 
when I received a bachelors in 
history. Afterwards, I moved to 
West Virginia and worked on a 
SIJlall radio station, then to D.C. 
to work on another small radio 
station, . anct later the 
Montgomery County Sentinel." 

·"I went to work for UPI in '65 
for 5 years, then to NBC hi '62. I 
was assigned to the White House 
under Johnson from the end of '63 
to July, '65. 

"I was in Vietnam for ii 
months where I was wounded by 
a hand grenade fragment· and 
came home to recover. 

"In the fall of '66 I went back 
with LBJ to Vietnam. 

"I returned to New York and 
was anchorman for a Vietnam 
weekly news round-up show and 
also compiled 5 minutes of daily 
Vietnam news the "Today" 
show." · 

"In· early '67·1 was moved to 
Mexico City as the NBC Latin 
American correspondent and 
also visited Africa and the ·Far· 
East. 

"In early '68 I was transferred 
to London for 6 months and came 
home to cover the campaign . 

"I've been in-D.C. every since, 
first covering urban affairs, then 
Ag1,1ew, then Ford, beginning the 
morning after he was named 
vice-president. I covered his con
firmation hearings, and his 
swearing-in, and was with him 
for the 118,000 miles of traveling 
he did as vice-president. 

"When Ford became 
President, I was named White· 
House correspondent, and in Sep
tember. 1974, I was named press 

been involved in fist fights. 
. Q,."Mr. Nessen, yesterday you 
said there is no strife between 
yourself and the press corps; 
that, in fact, relations have been 

··getting steadily better, and you 
seemed surprised that J. would 
even ask." · 

N. "That's right." 
Q. "After our interview I went 

down and picked upi> or 7 random 
quotes around the newsroom. Do 
you mind if I read them?" 

N. "Go ahead." 
· Q. 1. "I think is often a· 
lack of information and 

·unwillingness to deal with some 
of the press problems out here 
and 9n trips." 

2. "He <Nessen> rarely comes 
back with responses to questions 
that have been asked. You have 
to prod him 5 or 6 times." · 

3. "We get the feeling he's not 
as forthcoming as we think he 
should be, perhaps because he's 
unsure of his. on spe
cial subjects or perhaps because 
he has not been fully briefed 
pimself." 

4. "Relations are up and down 
which is normal. There is a 
natural adversary· relationship 
between the press secretary and 
the press which is normal. He's 
doing a ·reasonably good job. Of 
course he makes mistakes and 
gets misinformation." 

5. "The working people who 
have got to cover the White 
House, and Ford in particular, 
are often the last people to find 
out about an event. The pool 
problems can be attributed dir
ectly to Ncssen's stupidity. Most 
of, us are nit pickers but if we are 
lo have trl\e objectivity and free
dom of the it's up to us to 
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~hardTrubo 
Robert Orben has always been good 
for a laugh. 

Orben, you see, has been writing 
topical humor for lV comedians since 
the origin of television. You've probably 
heard several thousand · of his jokes 
over the years, but quite possibly you've 
never -heard of him. 

His witticisms-which have been 
uttered by everyone from Red Skelton 
and Red Buttons to Dick Gregory and 
jack Paar-include "one-liners" like: 
"Do you get the feeling the only way 
we're going to lick inflation is if Baskin
Robbins makes it a flavor?" • . • "Meat 
is so expensive, it's ridiculous. Yester
day I brought home· a three-pound sir
loin. and we didn't know whether to 
broil or bronze it." . • . "In Hollywood. 
an intellectual is anyone who reads 
freeway signs without moving his lips." 
... "Anyone who thinks pay-lV is 
something new .•. has never called in 
a repairman." 

But since last Aug. 22,. Orben's un
tiring comedic sense has found quite a 
different outlet. For now his one-liners 
are being uttered by the President of the 
United States. 

When Gerald Ford moved into the 
While House. Robert Orben followed 
close behind with his own desk and 
duties in the old Executive Office Build
ing. "Officially, I'm a consultant to the 
President," says the 47-year-old humor 
specialist. "I've been hired as a speech 
writer, and I'm helping to inject some 
humor into the President's speeches." 

Perhaps you heard the Chief Execu
tive in his very first televised press con
ference when he joked about how he 
and his wife, Betty, had faced the 
dilemma of how to keep their respective 
meetings with newsmen from conflict
ing. Or maybe you saw lV news foot
age of the new President at Ohio State 
University, as he said: "When I ac
cepted the invitation to speak here, I 
was then America's first instant Vice 
President. Then suddenly I became 
America's first instant President. The 
12 
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Special Assistant 
in Charge 
of laughs 

U.S. Marine Corps Band is so confused, 
they don't know whether to play 'Hail 
to the Chief' or 'You've Come a Long 
Way, Baby!'" 

Orben, who has written 43 comedy 
books, says, "Because one-liners have 
been made so popular by entertainers 
like Johnny Carson, politicians and con
vention speakers are now expected to 
be funny, too, with the polish of a pro
fessional comedian. The President has 
a very ·gooc1 sense of humor. And it's 
very low-key and self-deprecating. That's 
delightful to see in one of the world's 
most powerful. men." 

About twice a week, Orben meets 
with President Ford, most often while 
in flight on Air Force One as the Chief 
Executive travels to a speaking en
gagement They jointly discuss an 
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newspape;. had been speculating about 
~hethe~ th~ California governor dyes 
his ~.air. 'There's no truth to that 

. The jokes 
President Ford cracks 

story, . the Vice President told ttie dinner 
gathering. "Governor Reagan doesn't 
~ye his hair. let's Just say he's turn-

are probably 
Robert Orben's 

ing prematurely orange." -
. Orben believes that the Reagan line 
is typl~.1 . of the President's sense of 
~umor. ~l's Just a fun joke," he says 

·orben's meetings "th P. • 
often Jake place on :/, For::S~~:~t 0/~~~ way to speaking engagements. 

decide upon witty comments -the P . 
d t .11 • res1-

en w1 use in his speech 
"I !hink of_ mys.elf as mo.re of a hu

mor listener m this situation than a 
hum?r writ~r... observes Orben. ..~: 
President will articulate his own ideas 
fo_r humor, and I'll listen. My instincts 
will se_lect the funniest things that he 
has said, and then 1"11 Proceed to refine 
them, enhance them, or tighten them up 
for the actual speech ... 

Probably the best Ford/Orben line 
t~us far _was delivered at a Gridiron 
dinner when Ford was still Vice Presi
dent. . Ronald Reagan had been in 
Washington,. D.C., earlier that week 
and the society columnists of the locai 
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It doesn t hurt anyone." · 
~~n the President sought a Writer 

to miect humor into his Speeche 
Orban was the natural choice. Orbe~ 
had met Ford seven years ago when 
he was writing for The Red Skelton 
Show. They were intr0dt1ced by former 
~.S. senator George Murphy After that 
first meeting, Orben occasio~ally wrote 
humorous material for Ford, who was 
then_ the . J:fouse Minority Leader. Now 

f~e is w~ihng for the Chief Executive 
1ve or six days a week. 

In _whatever spare time he can find 
Orben still writes an additional 25 ioke~ 
a day _for a. biweekly newsletter whose 
subscribers include many lV comedians 
and radio disc jockeys. 

The President's comedy Writer insists 
that a gOOd line has to be delivered 
Prooerty for it to work, and that Presi
dent Ford _has the most natural delivery 
of any Chief Execolive since President 
John Kennedy. "Both had very gOOd 
senses of humor. President Kennedy's 
was a so~histicated form of wit. Presi
dent Ford s is more QOOd-natured fun. 
~ecause of that, I think. President Ford 
is m?re effective in front of audiences. 
Wit is not as salable." • 
O~n enjoys recou·nting one of Mr. 

Ford s recent off-the-cuff ad libs that 
was favorably received. President Ford 
was on Capitol Hill to meet with the 
House leadership, when a message was 
passed to him to please call his wife 
before he returned to the White House 
He read the note to the congressmen. 
and then added, "I bet she wants m~ 
to stop on the way home and pick up 
an extra loaf of bread." ~ 
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