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Kaye on Reagan: '"We've cast considerable doubt on his competence to
campaign, and by implication, his ability to govern. I think the
essentially negative campaign we've been running has been pretty
effective. "

"He (Reagan) has been a big help.'" On$90 billion effect in New Hampshire,
Kaye said, '""One-third think it's great, one-~third thinks it's bad, the final
third are interested, but don't know. " 'On balance, it has hurt him."

""He's now reviewed as something of a political opportunist, a vacillator,
and it's a controversial, if not outright screwy scheme. - 'He's developed
something of a credibility problem. " Kaye said Reagan is on the defen-
sive. New Hampshire and Florida primaries will be equally tough, he
said.

Poolers: Rodgers (AP Radio)
Fisher (Time)
Nyhan (Boston Globe)

N.B. No smoking in gym tonight during dinner.

(End)



FEBRUARY 7, 1976

POOL NO, 3 - RUNDLETT JR, HIGH SCHOOL TO THURBER RESIDENCE

The President emerged from the rear of the school gymnasium and was
greeted by a crowd of about 50 persons., The motorcade pulled out about
3:10 p.m,

He stopped off at the Greenbriar Health Care Center, a nursing home,at
about 4 p.m. The unscheduled stop, aides said, was made at the suggestion
of Representative James Cleveland, who wanted Ford to visit one of the
patients, Richard Chaput, 38. Chaput, who has been paralyzed since
childhood from polio is, Cleveland said, '"One of the most remarkable
people I have ever met in public life,"

Chaput has written two inspirational books and given numerous lectures
on his struggle to overcome his handicap. He was named "Man of the
Year' by the National Junior Chamber of Commerce. He has also been
a Nashua campaign manager in Cleveland's past Congressional campaign.

The President was accompanied to Chaput's room by nursing home
administrator, William Thoms, and Rep. Cleveland,

Mr. Chaput was lying on his back in bed, with what appeared to be an
electronic device near his head, and the only pooler permitted in the
room understood Mr, Chaput used the device to demonstrate to the
President his ability to talk on the telephone.

Mr, Chaput asked the President his views on Medicare, and the President
explained the proposal he made in his State of the Union address. After
the explanation and a couple of other questions, Chaput indicated he was
satis fied. The President shook hands with a number of the 238 residents
of the home on his way in and out of Chaput's room and left at 4:20 p. m.

President Nixon visited Greenbriar in 1972, where he made a speech on
health care reform. Other recent visitors have included Senator Birch Bayh)
and Eunice Kennedy Shriver. And Ronald Reagan is due next week.

Ford arrived at the Thurber residence, a red brick colonial with a white
frame addition, at 4:32 p.m. Coatless, he shook hands with a crowd of
about 60 people outside the house for about 5 minutes.

Betty Ford was on hand to greet the President with a bouquet of flowers.
As the President and Mrs. Ford walked into the Thurber residence, a
man came up to Betty, shook her hand and said, '""Welcome to our
neighborhood. "

SHOGAN . 1,A Times
WALCZAK . Business Week
BOYD . Mutual



FEBRUARY 7, 1976

POOL NO. 4 - BEFORE AND AFTER DINNER

The President and Mrs, Ford mingled with about 50 head-table guests
and others at a reception prior to the dinner. One of the guests was

J. Herman Pouliot, publisher of the Nashua Telegraph. Pouliot told us
that he urged the President to come back to New Hampshire before the
primary and said the President indicated he would, Pouliot supports
Ford.

Pouliot said he thought the President could help himself with an additional
visit, commenting ''They (the voters) just want to see him. They want

to hear him in person. Pouliot said he asked the President if he had seen
the Manchester Union Leader editorial today attacking him, and quoted
the President as saying, ''You just ignore that -- you have to."

The Ford's spent approximately 30 minutes at the reception, which was
held in the men's exercise room near the gymnasium.

After the dinner, Mrs, Ford went directly back to the Thurber house.
However, Mr, Ford went to nearby Hollis to the town's 1976 Bicentennial
Ball. It was held in a lodge in a heavily wooded area called Alpine Grove.
The ball kicked off the town's Bicentennial year. There were 378 persons
there according to one of the ball committee members, Mr. Ford was
introduced by the No. 1 Selectman of Hollis and given a copy of the history
. of Hollis., He spoke only about a minute, thanking them for their invitation
and saying he had a '"wonderful, stimulating day of campaigning in

New Hampshire.! '"It was a g reat end to a greeat day.'' His voice was a
little husky and he said, '"I've done a lot of talking today."

He turned down several invitations to dance, and left in 15 minutes,

TOM FOLEY - U.S. NEWS & WORLD
REPORT



POCL REPORT # 5
February 8, 1976

Thurber Residence to Bedford Presbyterian Church
to Rundlett Junior High School

The President emerged from the Thurber residence at 10:18 am, came
across wooden walkway (wooden planks that were laid down and sprayed with
something the Secret Service identified as ''non-slip”.) There were some

75 people in the area, which was blockaded and to whom the President went
and shook hands. He said, '"Thank you for all the hospitality. We've enjoyed
it." Betty Ford said (in regard to the snowy scene), '""Ch, it's beautiful, it's
delightful, "

They were accompanied by their son, Michael, a student in the Gordon-Conwell
Theological Seminary in Boston; and his wife, Gayle.

Mrs. Ford received a report on Nancy Kissinger's stomach operation before
she went to bed Saturday night.

They arrived at the church at 5 minutes of 11. It was a New England colonial
type -- a golden spire, white clapboard. Inside,the decor was green and white.

They were greeted by the pastor, The Reverend James Scotland Jr. of The
Presbyterian Church of Bedford, New Hampshire.

As he entered the vestibule, Robert Bailey, the assigned greeter said, '"We're
very happy to have you with us, Mr, President., Please come more o ften. It
helps the attendance. "

The President sat in the third row next to Mrs. Ford and his son and daughter-
in-law, and just in front of Richard Kaiser, head of theWhite House Secret
Service detail.

During the pastoral prayer Dr. Scotland used the prayer from The Episcopal
Book of Common Prayer for the President of the United States.

No political references in the sermon could be detected. It was on the subject
""To Whom Shall We Go?' and cited Jesus as the one unblemished leader.

The service was over at 10:50 am after which some 200 people standing
outside were greeted by the President, and Mike was briefly interviewed by the
pool.

Asked if his views on abortion were closer to those of his mother or father,
he smiled and politely declined to comment at this time. Stated that he intends
to go into the campus ministry and if the issue of abortion arises he will speak
to it after he is ordained. He did say only that he had very strong views on the
subject,

There were no incidences in the motorcade to Concord., Arrival at the school
was 25 minutes to 1. Small gatherings at every intersection along the way.

Les Kinsolving United Features
Liz Drew New Yorker



POOL REPORT # 7
February 8, 1976

Following Press Conference

President Ford drove from the Mills residence to his news conference

and immediately after the conference met with the Sigma Beta fraternity
members in the hallway, Almost all the 50 young men sported Ford buttons
in their lapels, They presented him with a red football jersey which read,
"Ford in 76'. They also handed him a membership certificate in the
fraternity, and asked him to sign a white canvas sun visor, which will be
put on display in the fraternity house.

Then one of the Sigma Beta brothers gave the President the fraternity
handshake, which handed in a clasp with ''thumbs up'. The young man said,
"Thumbs up in 76.'" President Ford responded, '"Any help you can give
us, we'll appreciate, "

Mr. Ford reminisced he first came to this campus in 1935 as a football
scout for Yale. He complimented the students on their hockey team, adding
"I watched the Olympics and the American hockey team played those
Russian amateurs. I'm very proud of them."

On a political note, the President told the fraternity brothers, 'I love
competition.' When they asked him to kneel for a picture with the graup,
he said, '""I'm not sure I can bend down. When I fall on skiis, my very good
friends in the press photograph it."

Before leaving the building, President Ford shook hands with former
Governor Peterson; Jim Cleveland, his campaign manager; and several

university officials.

He drove back across the street tothe residence.

Ann Compton - ABC





