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Ford

- Dover

By TERRI FOSTER
And NICK COWENHOVEN

DOVER — President Ford today predicted that
within two years the United States will embark on a
* shipbuilding and ﬂeet moderniution program that will

The TR S lb e Y L e MY e ol -

However, he also said he had provided 'added
funds to federal agencies engaged in research and de-
velopment of solar emergy systems, increasing re-
search budgets by about 35 per cent to $120 million. He

~ called solar emergy a great emergy potential but

warned that significant progress wonld not come
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uThis k my
bridge. I must,
why .1 got al
croek and wi
Bette Midler
versity's. Has

. e " & B ll to : :
' Personalities L0
time here in éam- October, delivered the first draft on
that I don’t know  Jan. 16 but P.E.A. Films “failed and.
ssed up to get a refused” to pay the balance of the
) that dash of decorum  agreed $76,000 due him, e

eepted Harvard. Uni- »
*. Pudding Theatrical Wl nrndnecor Rlake Fdwards'
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Mrs. Ford, Former Ambassador Henry Cabot Lodge, dressed in ski forces.
suit,,waited at the Ramada Inn for a noon visit with the pair. Newsmen
v N . W




\\\ upporters of Ford and Carter ‘Invade’ Florida *

‘b Bv ROY REEI “We're not dummies,” Pete|encouragement for Jimmy Car-|cause :their presence helped] One of the President’s half
\J} apednyom New YEP Times Secchia, the "'ﬁ;mler of the|ter,” Doreen-Carr of Ringgold,|contradict . arepert befng-heerd'brothers;'l‘homs Ford, wason|’
ACKSONVILLE, Fla., Feb. 22 Grand Rapids trip, said with a|Ga., wrote to one voter. < here that “Georglans don't like|the trip. He said 2 second half |,
~<Two of the Presidential can- "™ Maxine Reese talked 40 the|jinimy,” he added. ~ .. |brother, Richard, had. intended |’
"didates saw an opening in Flor-| Georgians Ring Doorbells |Floridians about. Plains, Ga.| .y Corter people here hope|to come, but had been . hurt
»ide&g};s weekend dnd tog)kmlg While the Michiganders got g:‘zi:rv:?ghge:a{g‘;‘;‘?&‘: to ring 90 percent of the door-|in a gymnasium accident. He|
. YWhile reporters were focus-their pictures taken and col-1 20 =%, 8- 00E B0 B Ol Ibells in this county by March|slipped and tore &:leg muscle
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] i .also “the Ford
-mmem i8 now putting an
“an phone banks - in

Fsona, :ggningran'd.
: levrsio_u spots, but the
pmgn will challenge
faeids as

&

Vewahsﬁed’ wxﬂ:the New

and said-a poll for Mr.
. Ford Jast weeko shows “‘we
. have'alead . .  and we think

vo we ‘can Wm w
A
e Fizureg in- Lammg

P

: an efort to maich the Reagan

ﬂampshme situation today
s

Spmcer gave no ﬂguretbﬂt

said the survey showed™it’s:a
horse race, but our support‘u
firmer than it was.!

He asserted that eon- I'

tro\temy’

-$90 blllinizE
edqm

That asse u n % shtrpb‘
challenged by Reagau’t
backers. Jim Lake, the d
dn-egtor “of the ‘national -
Reagan campaxgn ;said - thnt
hllu%g in. Newﬂammhu'e
the fi M
Janual'y visits to' thv stat;o
showed high igh awareness of the
- plan‘and 70 per cent approval
of the' proposal among those

See HAMPSHIRE, A3 Cﬁ 5
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arrs U

G ‘Adsovtatpd Préss

dem':’r_eet parishioners after services in Concord, N.H. ‘At right, the Fords .vnr;!\reg:or services at St. John's Episcorial Church ‘here,



President and Mrs. Ford take ;
during tour of a shopping center at Nottingham, N.H.

i

The New York Times/Teresa Zabala
time out for ice cream
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‘Prgaldent Ford (second trom right) and hj 's. Ford - Harper’s Acres Retlrement Home. The Pords retumedto
(fourth from right) are joined in a neighborly sing-along ' " the Granite' State to' campaign for his renomination.
: Keene, N.H., yesterday by a group of residents at Their sojourn was to last two days, the White House said.

GOP Heavyweaghts on Location

By James R. Dickenson % FORD STRESSED his accom-
Washington Star Sialf Writer ghshments as -President and hit at

KEENE, N.H. — President Ford = Reagan’s controversial proposal to
and Ronald Reagan are making their _turn $90 billion in federal programs
final campaign trips to Newnxs-xam p-  and taxes back to the states and sug-
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it vash She'smo Olymy

iden-  marathon. Here she skis on Mt .

is over, Susam Cran

while campaigning for -
New Hampshire,

more
in

bérTather

ident,

. .. by the time the 1976 pres
-~ tial campaign
' Ford, daughter of the Presi
may feel as though she's been in a
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By MOLLY BOLTON
Assoclated Press Writer
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‘Susan Ford keeps ‘low key’ i

and pressure of the job.

/

p10,J utsng

£

years because of the time private life, she said,
“Sure, I'm ready.”

Do N
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take an active part in her
father’s campaign, but she
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| Susan Ford gives tro&phles
I, _ NORTH CONWAY, N.H. (UPI} — Susan For wnrb?{’séfi‘/
, skl trophies this weekend during a political campaign swing
i for her father in New Hampshire.
i A spokesman for the Mount Washington Valley Chamber of
Commerce said Miss Ford will arrive at Mt. Cranmore
; Saturday and will be met by local officials.
; The President's daughter will present trophies to winning

| skiracers of the day with a special plaque for David Currier,
a member of the U.S. Olympic ski team, who came home last
month from Europe after breaking his leg.

9
CAMMDNAI(
vw.l.ll..n.r “‘E

cate the New Hampshireé But there’s always ic
ski industry for remarks disagree with Ron.”

in N, H.
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Susan dates N.H. skier

NORTH CONWAY, N.H. (UP1) — pearby Madison, N.H., was- to pick the pocket of her muskrat coat a
Susan Ford met her hancsome blind Miss Ford up for dinner and an evening  said, *This is for you, David.” It was a
date on 2 New Hamnshire ski slope ona town with a population of 3.000. blue and whita lanel nin reading *‘Preai.
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Susan Dances and Dates for lDuddy’\

NORTH CONWAY, N.H. (UPI} ﬁg/
Susan Ford dated and skiey} Y
ith the hometown hero, danceq} ;
a junior high hop and promised Interstate
‘come again to the slopes which

Clem e A Yashimeatan YValaw

slope and shouted, “I'll be back.”. dancing to “Spturday Night”
When she and the handsome, Wwith such tervor the floor shook.
blond Currier were introduced  when Miss Ford presented

Saturday, he kissed her on the trophies at a state ski meet, one

cheek at the wurging of )] hearded skier arrived to pick
photographers. But astheirnight . hic cilver cun with a2 naner
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fSee’( lure sponrmg, cultural events
to it. Washington Valley areq '

Three prominent New
Hampshire men have launched
a campaign to bring nationally-
prestigious sporting and

cultural events to this four.

season recreation area, with

; b ]
{3
1 §

- B

Near the stadxum. Hatch is
corstructing an indoor tennis
club which will contain six
coyrts and a spacious con-
vention center. Both the
stadium. and the convention

e SR—

facxlmes. Westhall  the
promotional expertise, and
Leighton is providing the
support of the Carroll Reed
organization,

In 1972 Westhall was ip-
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(UPI) —

sent cki tenw
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Susan Ford wil] pre. |
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usan’s visit W)'II include
ate with Olympic skier
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NORTH CONWAY, N.H. (UPI) —Susan f
Ford will go out on the town'in this White |
Mountain ski mecca Saturday night with a
member of the U.S. Olympic Ski team, who
came home from Europe last month when
he broke a leg. Fooy

David Currier, 23, of nearby Madison,
N.H., was picked to escort the President’s
daughter on her campaign visit to New ¢
Hampshire because “he’s helped us a ot
here in the valley...and he’s clean cut,
clean-shaven — an all-American boy, hard |
to find these days,” said David Ingemie of
the Mt _ Washington ' Valley Chamber of
Commerce, ’ !

The help was the skiing success of Cur-
rier, a homegrown product of this resort
area. Currier trained through the racingf
program at the Eastern Slopes Ski Club, lo- |
cated at Mt. Cranmore. Miss Ford will |
hand out trophies there gnd ski the North
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“1 w:sh I had some of that talent,”

President Ford commented as he in-

spected a White House-arranged grab

bag of Bicentennial gifts that have been

pouring in from a knitting, crocheting
‘~and carving American public.

Grinning at an antique gilt mirror -
bearing portraits of him and all previous

Presidents, a gift from Vail, Colo.,
qesident Keith W. Caroselli, the
{President said the Bicentennial “brings
qut the kingd of talent that we have that

you don’t see unless we have an occasm "

L.ih this.” w% . eociaad szt g

United Press internationai

ddega.rde and her 70th birthday cake.

this week because of illness.

Princess Anne has told a British
magazine that her immediate plans do
not include having a family, but, the
Princess explained, ‘“Right now I've got
this ambmon to achieve the 19876
Olympics” as a member of the British
riding team. The princess then wenton to

describe her home life with Capt. Mark-

Phillips, the man she married in

. November. 1873. She and Phillips “sort of |

o
> -
7T . gy 25 1-!4.] "
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Susan To Present

§ Skiing Trophies

NORTH Conway N.H
(UPI) — Susan Ford will p.re-'
sent ski trophies thig weekend

during a political campayj
swing for her fathar inp;eg:
Hampshire,

-

'A spokesman for the Mount '
Washington Valley Chamber

; sinerce said Miss Ford .
will arrive at Mt i
Saturday and wii] be
cal offieciale

FEB 6 1076 rromra
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'Skie

, r To Escort
' Ford’s Daughter

NORTH CONWAY, N.H. there and ski the North Conway
(UPI) — Susan Ford will go out Trail before the giant slalom
on the town in this White Sunday in the state high school

' Mountain ski mecca Saturday ski championships.
night with a member of the  Currier Bpk_e a _ﬁbu!a in a

RERALD (B
MFW BRITAIN, CONN.
P. sv.wid
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NORTH CoXWAY; {2 (AP) —
Susan Ford, campaigning in

Northern New Hampshire for °
- her father Saturday, got a

rather icy reception from
skiers still riled by a faux pas
from presidential news secre-

- tary Ron Nessen.

Miss Ford was 30 minutes
late for her first appearance,
which left some of the 600
spectators waiting in near-
zero cold for more than an
hour. Thie initial White House
schedule sel her arrival time

at 2 s Mhat wwrne lntas

 lcy Greeting for Susan |
At N. Conyay Ski Area

e
E‘EE’:’?A

They WaitedinCold =~~~ \

a

e

)
1

— ¢, of those waiting on the slopu

i

said they were not told.
KISS EARNS BU’I'I‘(N

Miss Ford presented injured
Olympic skier David Currier |
with a plaque honoring his |
contributions to junior skiers;
in New Hampshire. Currier,
who broke his leg two weeks
ago in pre-Olympic trials at
Innsbruck, responded with a |
kiss. Susan responded with a
President Ford button,

Her father was in New

e et



*

|
|

|

CHRORICLE
WLLIMANTIC, CONN.
D 0w

=
»FEB 9 1976 Nr«:nmm |
Susan Ford’s campaign 4

was forced to sit out” the CHIIStIAS
Innsbruck games when, he because ils

7 -

|

NORTH CONWAY, N

(UPI) — Susan Ford dated and speechmakin
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* President, Mrs Fmd\ s
- Susan Coming to N.H. ™ | e

President Geratd Ford wnll and motor to Salem where she
visit New Hampshire for two will visit the Lancaster Public °
days this weekend in his bid School Workshop for Handi-
for the Republican nomination capped Children. :
in the state’s first-inthe-  Susan will head up north to .

e s
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Ulymplc Skier to Escort
‘Susan Ford While in N.H.

v/ ,L AA
NORTH CONWAY, N.H. area. Currier trained through  As of Wednesday mght the
(UPI) — Susan Ford will go the racing program at the White House hadn't told him
out on the t)wn in this White Eastern Slopes Ski Club, what sort of entertainment’
Mountain ski mecca Saturday located at Mt. Cranmore. would be on the zgenda, and

v .
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S et g et et B o,



REGISTER  (B)
TIRRINGTON, COMN.

.12’3;)0- ‘(m.m
feB 9 B0 g

By JOAN DEPPA

NORTH CONWAY, NH.
(UPI) — Susan Ford dated and
skied with the hometown hero,
danced at a junior high hop and
promised to come again to the
slopes which make the Mt
Washington Valley one of the
most popular ski regions in the
East.

While President Ford was
sipeechmaking in southern New
Hampshire, his daughter was
campéligning in her own style
curing the weekend — no
speechimaking, just being seen
4s friendly and unéssuming, a
good sport who can take a joke

' and make small talk with fellow

skiers,

'“(Abwta:nearmMissFord

" Susan Ford. campa

came to dlscussmg politics was
a brief news conference on the
ski slopes Sunday morning after
testing the trails with escort
David Currier, 23, of nearby
Madison, a member of the U S.
Olympic ski team who was
forced to sit out the Innsbruck
games when he broke a leg.

Susan told reporters skiing in
New Hampshire is excellent no
matter what White House press
secretary Ron Nessen said.
Nessen's comment in
December the first family
would not spend Christmas in
New Hampshire because its
slopes tend to be icy then
created a furor in the state
tourist industry and probahbly
cost Ford votes.

Miss Ford said there were “a

DR H__—.-..u—--.._..,“’

P

few icy spots” on Mt. Cranmore
but no more than would be }
fouhd *‘anywhere.” She waved
to the crowd lieeing her off at
the ski slope #nd shouted, “I'll
be back.” -

When she ard the handsame, .
blord Currier were introduced
Satirday, he kissed her on the
check at the urging of
photographers. But as their
night on the tuown (pop. 3.000)
progressed, it became clear
they really were hitting it off.
They smiled at each other
frequently, joked and at ome
point were spotted bolding
hands.

After dinner at a popular
apres ski restatrant, the couple
attended a junior high dance at
the North Conway community
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/" Susan Ford Dates And Skis -
" With Hometotwn N. H. Hero

/By JOAN DEPPA cheek at the urging of
NORTH {AY, N.H, photograiphers. But as thei
(UPI) — Susan Ford dated and hight on the town . pop. 3,000
skied with the hometown hero, Progrested, it became cleal
danced at a junior high hop and they really were hitting it off
promised to come again to the They siniled at 2ach othe
slopes which make the Mt frequently, joked and at one
Washington Valley one of the point srere spotted holding
most popular ski regions in the hands.
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Susan Ford may dance in N 'H .

NORTH CONWAY, N.H. (UPI) — Susan Ford may drop in
at a junior high school dance here Saturday night when she.
arrives in New Hampshire fot a weekend of itampaigning

{ - with the President and Betty Ford.

' | A spokesman for the Mt Washington Valley Chamber of
. | Commetce said Miss Ford Will ZITIve atl MU Cratmore at'4

Lo g flm Saturday, and will be met by local officials including
| rbert Schneider, general manager of Mt. Crahmore, Scott
| . Saunders president of the Chamber of Comimerce. and

3
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NASHUR, N. H.
D. 23694
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‘Susan Ford

Plans to Sk

Mt. Cranmore
NORTT tolvivay, NH.

(UPI) — President Ford has
no announced plans to ski in -
New Hampshire this
weekend, but his daughter
Susan will slide down Mt
Cranmore and hand out

to winners of the
state championships, as
well. ¥
Miss Ford is due here Satur-
day afternoon to present
trophies to winners of the
day's competmon Local of-
firiale sav che'll attend a .

REyd B PSYIRE sune
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? Clean cut, clean-shaven escort picked for Susan

NORTH CONWAY, N.H. change of pace he shovels his 90,000 persons pass throughona sister, all roughly college age,
(UPI) — Susan Ford will go out grandfather’s sidewalk. peak day. The annual cash flow all of whom ski. “It’s kind of

on the town in this White Currier skiled in the 1972 inthe three banksin the valleyis

hard not to ski growing up in the

Mountain ski mecca Saturday Olympics and that year won the $200 million, Ingemie said. Mount Washington Valley,” he

night with a member of the U.S. senior national ski champion- Currier hastwobrothersanda said.

. ‘Olympi¢ Ski team, who came ship, run at Jackson Hole,

bome from Europe last month Wyoming, and Mt. Rose,. s
when he broke a leg. Nevada,

David Currier, 23, of nearby As of Wednesday night the
Madison, NH., was picked to White House badn't told him
escort the President’s daughter what sort of entertainment
on her campaign visit to New would be on the agenda, and he
Hampshire because ‘‘he’s was hoping Susan wouldn’t be =
helped ws a lot here in the disappointed with what this
valley...and he's clean cut, village of 3,000 persons has to

s e 'E)
clean-shaven — an all-American offer. “They kind of roll up the suﬂ-txk?\m\"c‘-— q

Boy, hard to find these days,” sidewalks up here at might,” ATTLEBORO, HASS-
said David Ingemie of the Mt. Currier said. : D, 38000
Washinglon Valley Chamber of § f

;‘ Commerte. The answer to that, Ingemie : FEB 6 \g'lﬁ

said, is hop ift a car and tour the
. The help was the skiing suc- Valley. The Mmg{_ﬂg_: ton ' :
cess of Currier, a homegrown Valley is eight villages s - '/

product of this resort ares. “Elong 2 miles of the Saco River - - Susan Fe

F o ning nrisorarm at the Factarn 2ide of Mt Washington hichest L At AN

-y~

et

Yot

L
yrd To GIV

- . as it winds north from Conway to ' ! 1. (UPT - .
,‘ Currier trained through the Pinkham Nolch on the eastern NoRT“CONWAYéN i
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SUSAN AWARDS SKIERS

- NORTH CONWAY, N.H.
(UPI) — Susan Ford will
- present Skl trop)ues this
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Susan Ford campaigns
with an @lympic skier

NORTH CONWAY, NH.
(UPI) — Susan Ford will go but
on the town in this White
Mountain ski mecca Saturday
night with a member of the

'U.S. Olympic Ski team, who

came home from Europe last
month when he broke a leg.
David Curtier, 23, of nearby
Madison, N.H., was picked to
escort the President’s daughler
on her campaign visit to New
Hampshire because “hb's

¢ helped us a lot here in the
Fvalley..and he's clean cut,

clean-shaven — an all-Ameri-
can bov. hard to find these

ship, ‘run at Jackson Hole
Wyorling, and Mt  Rose
Nevada.

As of Wecnesday night th
White House hacn't told hir
what sort of entertainmen
would be on the agenda, and h
was toping Susan wouldn’t b
disappointed wita what thi
villag® of 3,000 persons has -
offer. *“They kind of roll up th
sidewalks up here at night,’
Curritr said.

The answer to that, Ingemi
said, is bop in a car and tou
the Villey. The Mount Washing
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/Clean-cut skier picked
to squire Susan in NH

NORTH CONWAY, N.H. was hoping Susan wouldn't be offer. “They kind of roll uptbe
(UPI) — Susan Fordwlllgomxt disappointed with what this sidewalks up here at mght,"
on the town in this White village 013000 persons has to Curriersa:d
Mountain ski mecca Saturday “S—_. o

"' night with 2 member of the U.S.
Olympic Ski team, who came
home from Europe last month
when hebroke a leg.

David Currier, 23, of nearby
Madison, N.H., was picked to
escort (he President’s daughter s
g{n her c?mpaz’gn visit to geew i

ampshire because *“he’s : v
helped us a lot hete in the pe AT, G,

| valley..and he’s clean cut, D 12000

' clean-shaven -;rdan ?jlnd};‘ SR
American boy, h to 3
these days,” said David 2 FEB T 1976 E"ngh:mﬂ
Ingemie of the Mt. Washington » Nexielig
Valley Chamber of Commerce.

—FeTelp was the skiing i 3

success of Currier, a, i ;

homegrown product of this Susan awards N
resort area. Currier trained . sgkiers
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ate Ski Events = -

CONWAY, NH
Susan Ford will
+« New Hampshire
hampionships Feb. 7
ly hand out trophies, D
ficials said today.

going to spend most:
kend on the slopes”;,
1 independently of
“ord on his weekend
our of the state with
s first presidential
campaign sources

persons are expect-
pete in the state
ips, which feature

popular
area

I

Mt. Washington Valley g
of nor[ﬁeasiem New |

Hampshire.
on Mt

Cranmore, one of &/
number of ski areas in thz
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cing Friday, a giant
wrday and a slalom
nere are separate
or junior and senior |
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__"’Zliwé Currier Tapped
To Escort Susan Ford

MATUMLS
NORTH CONWAY (UP) —
Susan Ford will go out on the
town in this White Mountain ski

member of the U.S. Olympic Ski
team, who came home from Eu-

mecca Saturday night with a| "Th

days,” said David Ingemie of
the 'Mt. Washington, Valley
Chamber of Commerce.

The help was the skiing
success of Currier, a home-
grown product of this resort
area, Currier trained through
the racing program at the

David Cureliar 99 of nenrhv

Tactern Qlonee Ski  Clunh
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F ord to Stress ‘Soft Sell’
In Ne""Hampslure Tour_
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i_ Spedal fo The New Yort 'I‘lmu
Lt WAS}HNGTON Febi=2 o Republlcan Leadership. Confer-
tesident Ford, whose bid for|ence-in Dearborn, Mich., with-

| ihe Republxcan Presidential{out making any request.. for
. ‘mmatxon rests on ‘iaking |personal support -and then de- R

QE most ‘of his White House livered a nonpartisan, Bicenten-{ "

umbency, willtake. part:in|nial speech to-the Virginia- Ge-

il ane overtiv politicaliavent | nerili Ascambiv. ik tha rastared] o0




“I msh I had some’ of that talent,.'; thxs\veekbecauseohllness. =TSOk M
- President Ford commented as he in-. o ! o :
a White House-arranged grabv_,,-' S

" bag of Bicentennial gifts that have been -
potring in from a knitting, cmchetmg Prmcess Anne has told a Brmsh
andcamng American public. * = & smagazine that her immediate plans do
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By Richard Reeves

“..He was traveling around trying to prove that he can read and
write, that he’s competent. It’s tough to prove a negative...”

« When the president made his way
into the Nashua High School gymnasi-
um, the band struck up “The Party’s
Over.”

After two hours at the head table,
smiling at 1,200 guests in the gym,
Gerald Ford led the applause as the
Greater Nashua Chamber of Commerce
presented its annual “Citizen of the
Year” award to Sam Tamposi—Tam-
posi is the New Hampshire finance
chairman for Ronald Reagan.

Dennis Sullivan, the mayor of
Nashua, presented the key to the city
to the president, noting that Reagan’s
name had been on well-lit theater mar-
quees for years, then going on, “In this
time of energy-conserving, President
Ford needs only one electric light bulb
to show his talents while his opponent
is used to many glittering lights.”

Things like that happen to Gerald
Ford. It was his first official campaign
swing—all expenses paid by the Presi-
dent Ford Committee—of his first presi-
dential contest, the February 24 match
with Ronald Reagan in the New Hamp-
shire primary election, and at non-
partisan events like the Chamber of
Commerce dinner, he was appearing
“presidential”—no snowy-shoed hand-
shaking for the leader of the free world.

He made only five major stops in 40
hours outside Washington and those
almost seemed scheduled to minimize
favorable television, newspaper, and
magazine coverage. It seemed a shame
because the people of New Hampshire
so obviously liked Jerry Ford. I’'m not
sure all of them thought he should be
president, but thousands of happily
waving people clustered along road-
ways and intersections during his hour-
long drive from Concord to Durham,
families standing in front of their
homes or by cars parked in the snow,
groups of a hundred at circles in towns
like Epsom. The president could have
swept through New Hampshire in tri-
umph, going from town to town, giving

3z NEW YORK/FEBRUARY 23, 1976

frosty Fourth of July speeches in the
squares, answering a few questions.
At the least, it would have been tri-
umphal television. Fun, too.

Instead, he cheerfully suffered the
small humiliations of the Nashua Cham-
ber; briefed 250 state and local offi-
cials, many of them Democrats, on the
federal budget in Concord; shook
hands with a crowd of 700 Ford “vol-
unteers,” many of whom later admitted
they were not really working for him
but wanted to meet him; conducted a
hyperbole-hyped press conference with
state reporters; and held a very im-
pressive question-and-answer session
with 3,500 students and friends at the
University of New Hampshire.

The press conference was televised
statewide (at 12:30 on a Sunday after-
noon), but even in New Hampshire,
Americans had a tough time getting a
fair picture of the rest of Ford’s tour—
and most of it would have made the
president look pretty good.

The campaign swing was on a week-
end—February 7 and 8—effectively
eliminating stories in Time and News-
week, which close their editions on Fri-
day and Saturday. National newspapers
have early deadlines for Sunday edi-
tions, so their coverage was limited on
Saturday events; the biggest and best
Sunday event, the university appear-
ance, was too late for anything but
brief mention in Monday-morning pa-
pers. As for network television, the Sat-
urday-night news was pre-empted by
golf, tennis, and the Olympics, and the
university stop was too late for Sun-
day evening, ending up in Monday-
night bits light on Ford and heavy on
correspondents’ viewpoints.

In New Hampshire, where the first
voters are, that meant that most people
got two versions of the trip in William
Loeb’s papers—the New Hampshire
Sunday News and Monday’s Man-
chester Union Leader—without any bal-
ance from media not quite as sure that

Ronald Reagan is the last, best hope
of Western civilization. (Under the
headline “Icy GREETING FOR SUSAN A1
N. CoNwAY Ski AReA,” the New:
front-paged an Associated Press repori
that the president’s daughter was 3(
minutes late for an appearance, deeply
offending “cold, hungry” skiers.)

The scheduling didn’t make sense tc
me at first—few appearances, badly
timed. The timing I put down to smug
inexperience on the Ford staff. If there
is ary urgency around Ford, a feeling
that the man is fighting for his political
life, you could not find it listening tc
Richard Cheney and Ron Nessen of the
White- House or Stuart Spencer and
Peter Kaye of the President Ford Com
mittee in the bar of the Nashua Holi:
day Inn on Saturday night—maybe be-
cause their total national campaign ex
perience is about a half hour.

General incompetence I could under-
stand. What I couldn’t figure out was
the theory. Ford was acting more
“presidential” than Nixon in his non-
campaign of 1972—he was doing George
Washington, only once deigning to di-
rectly ask for “your support,” then
quickly adding, “But whether or not
you help in that regard, you have al-
ready given me great, great encourage-
ment. . . .” What were they trying to
accomplish: with budget briefings for
selectmen and endless rounds of non-
partisan questions and answers? Rep-
resentative James Cleveland, the presi-
dent’s New Hampshire chairman, fi-
nally made it clear, telling someone:
“We've got to show that Jerry can
handle himself, that he’s not a dummy.”

“I am not a dummy!” The president
was traveling around—one weekend in
New Hampshire, the next in Florida—
trying to prove that he can read and
write, that he’s competent, that he can
handle the job. Tough—it’s tough to
prove a negative. After Ford’s one-hour-
and-32-minute budget briefing-—punc-
tuated, by actual tedious count, with
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DURHAM, N.H. — A stguf, short, mid:
dle-aged woman was struggling :through
the press of cameramen and: reporters in
the sheltered workshop for the retarded at
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