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·- " ~ ·----SUSAN: 

I've thought this over very carefully, and I recommend 

against any message. I think it might look a little odd 

for her to send a message to a group which had requested 

the attendance of both of them. Also we don't want to put 
'. 

her in the position of endorsing these forums, which from 

all appearances the President's staff is very wary of. 

Although the x League is non-partisan, its members are 

not and some one might decide to use a message from MR 

Mrs. Ford a against the President. X I think we should 

tread very lightly in these areas where both of them are 

involved. 

Kaye 

CC: Sheila 
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Televis·on 

A Presidential TV Forum, 

For and With the People 
By Sander V anocur 

A series of five televised forums in 
which voters will have an opportunity to 
question presidential candidates was 
announced yesterday by the League of 
Women Voters. 

The series will be broadcast live on the 
258 affiliates of the ~blic Broadcasting 
System beginning F'eb. 23. All of the 
Democratic candidates except George 
Wallace have agreed to appear on at 
Jeast one of the forums. Negotiations with 
Wallace are still underway. President 
Ford and Ronald Reagan have not yet 
decided whether to particiiiate. 

'Jn making the announcement at a news 
conference at the Madison Hotel, League 
President Ruth C. Clusen said: "These 
forums are designed for hard questions 
and even harder answers - a com
bination long overdue in the political 
process. There will be no debates, no 
confrontations, no gimmicks - just the 
candidates responding to issues which 
affect every citizen in this country." 

The forums, arranged by Jim Karayn, 
still will be the closest thing to a national 
television debate that the voters have 
.had since the Kennedy-Nixon debates in 
1960. Elie Abel, dean of the Columbia 
School of Journalism, will moderat~ the 
forums. 

Karayn said that of· the three com
mercial networks, ABC and CBS have 
expressed interest in covering the 
forums. NBC, he said, had not yet made 
any commitment. 

The commercial networks are now free 

to cover the forums without fear of 
demands for equal time from obscure 
presidential candidates due to a decision 
last September by the Federal Com
munications Commission. That decision 
freed broadcasters from equal time 
requirements so long as they were in
volved in "on the spot coverage" of "a 
bona fide news event. 

The dates, locations and issues to be 
covered in each of the forums, are: 

New England: Boston, Feb. 23 - High 
Employment, Low Inflation and Cheap 
Energy: Can We Have Them All? 

Southern States: Miami, March 1 -
From Social Security to Welfare: What's 
The National Responsibility? 

Mid-Atlantic States: New York City,. 
March 29 - Who Is Responsible for the· 
Cities? 

Midwestern States: Chicago, April 26 
- Defense, Detente and Trade: What 
Are Our Goals? 

Western States • Los Angeles, May 24-
Growth and Environment· How Much 
Can We Control? 

The questions will come from an 
audience of what the League calls 
" resource people," individuals in each 
region who are involved in politics, 
business, labor and civic activities. 

The forums , made possible by a 
$200,000 grant to the League of Women 
Voters Education Fund from the William 
Benton Foundation, have received the 
blessings of Republican Party Chairman 
Mary Louise Smith and her Democratic 
counterpa_rt, Robert S. Strauss, both of 
whom attended the news conference. 



N073 
RW 

PRESIDENTIAL FORUM 
BY MIKE SHANAHAN 

WASKINGTON CAP> -- ALL MAJOR PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES HAVE BEEN 
l~VIT£D TO APPEAR TOGETHER ON FIVE NATIONALLY-TELEVISED FORUMS 
DESIGNED TO HELP PUT T~E FOCUS OF THE 1976 CAMPAIGN ON ISSUES, NOT 
PERSONALITIES. 

PRODUCERS OF THE LIVE, PRl~E TIME BROADCASTS FREELY ACKNOWLEDGE THAT 
CANDIDATES WHO BELIEVE THEIR CHANCES MIGHT BE HURT BY APPEARING WILL 
DECLINE THE FREE TELEVISION TIME. 

''I'M NOT SURE IT WILL WORK,'' SAYS JIM KARAYN, DIRECTOR OF THE 
SERIES. ''BUT AFTER VIETNAM, WATERGATE AND THE NIXON RESIGNATION, 
THERE'S NEVER BEEN A BETTER YEAR TO TRY IT.'' 

THE FIRST OF THE BROADCASTS, CALLED THE '76 PRESIDENTIAL FORUM, WILL 
oE BROADC AST ON PUBLIC TELEVISION FROM BOSTON ON FEB. 23, THE EVE OF 
THE NEW HAMPSHIRE PRIMARY ELECTION. 

FOR THE INITIAL BROADCAST, KARAYN HAS COMMITMENTS FROM ALL OF THE 10 
DEMOCRATIC CANDIDATES EXCEPT SARGENT SHRIVER AND GEORGE WALLACE. 
KARAYN BELIEVES PRESIDENT FORD WILL AGREE TO APPEAR ON AT LEAST ONE OF 
THE LATER BROADCASTS, SCHEDULED MARCH l FROM MIAMI, MARCH 29 FROM NEW 
YORK, APRIL 26 FROM CHICAGO AND MAY 24 FROM LOS ANGELES. 

EACH PROGRAM WILL HIT ON A FEW CLOSELY-RELATED ISSUES. ''HIGH 
EMPLOY~ENT, LOW INFLATION AND CHEAP ENERGY: CAN WE HAVE THEM ALL7'' IS 
THE QUESTION FOR CANDIDATES AT THE FEB. 23 BOSTON FORUM. 

QUESTIONS TO THE CANDIDATES WILL COME FROM THE AUDIENCE, TO BE 
COMPOSED OF LOCAL CIVIC, RELIGIOUS AND BUSINESS LEADERS, PLUS 
RECOGNIZED SPECIALISTS ON THE ISSUES. 

02-03-76 13:15EST 
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