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-~~· .. it He needed us in ~1ichigan .. And we stood up for 
·,·.~"':·. him. Supporting the m~n who brought decency, honesty 
.. •J:),J.~ and a realistic approach back to government. 
}~·;-,. 

1
. President Ford needs you again. 1 

;-r,;_"ft.,.:· · · Because it's now come down to winning delegates · "• t ' 
}J ,: •• -. ~ ... •• one by one. In the last three primary states. ~. 

l-.. .... • .• ,... , .. 
'!';...J-t ~ 
"• ... - ':-.... ·"-'" 
- "' . ~· -~ ; • • '1 
~ ~ :"'r...;_y'~ · • 'i . ~.,.; .. ' Candidate Reagan ·s campaign must be exposed 

I • 

I".~ 

IN NEW JERSEY. 
i-~ ·' • ..-!\.( for what it is. Misleading and in1practical. Unless we get , . 
'" · •·" · :-:,•: the e sage across, we could lose. It's that important. ' . 

/: ~: :~: , . /.:· ~ CALIFORNIA. . f:· ~ ._ 1;..\i\;'.~ ):'9u can be part of this people's effort to tell the • .. · ~-
,~ • .\~~~t th.' (0iir committee is.independent. Even if you've :W r 
··.:._. · ~o . alreadxWven, you can give ag~i~. And the first ~100 is tax ~' -~ _., · · 
· "~ ·; -: ~Ji deductible. Th.e new Federal hm1t does not restrict \J-
, ·:; ..• ;·'e __ if{:Y.. indi~idual con!rlbutio~s and ads unauthorized by the , f'\" ~. · 
;,tj; 1:/ .. ,•President or his comnuttee.) . '.j ( 

:• ·,.· .. : .. · AND OHIO • 
.. .:· b.~. ..-.·{ 
:.~ ~\- ,~ 1 ·:. Let's be sJc others understand what we alread\_' 

" • ·.: -;;:'I' know abour('\ur friend. Jerry Forti. Please support the \ . '·*"" ' 
. '~;~,.-~ .. President now. Ynur money may never do more. 

"*"i~;..'. - ---...... ,. -----. 
I •• :~. IJ '*J.· 
l -:.;,,'<ft_.,, I" Yes,-1 want President F9rcl to win. Here's ••• 

•'\. .. ~ 
_;:-~""'•·:' ~ii! !~ 0 $ 5 h ·1 b l & {;."XJ.< . . ' ~ to e p uy enve opes stamps . 
.,,.._-.r-.;,;.. ·.r· 0 $ ~ 10 to make long distance calls. 
; --t.;-~~-- - 0 $ ·25-$100 toward local newspaper ads. 
<~·;J•":·~~4 ... ~ D $ 500 to pay for-a good-sized ad. i~'."'.\..,: 0 $1000 to sponsor Rep. Vanderlagt spe"a'tiii~ 
~~~;,d "' t :.. ~~for the President nn television. 
~ f ~· /~ .... : 0 $2500 to buy a full page ad in a ~ity pap~r. 

.. ~ ~-~ ~ 

~'; ; ·~~- '1: ,·iJ ~ --~ :.~ Requh-ed hy federal law: 
'I# . tl 

.~\ rl-~: - ~ .. ,, · -Yournamc 

.... _ ... ../ ,R_• ~ ~· ~ 
I;, 1. '1' ·-., ¥ I 0 • .. }:(;~ , ., · ~ - ccupat1on 

-. --- -- --- --- -

:1~1t;~ ..... 'Business address 
-. ~.A-::._... City . z· 

. 
• 

..~ ... .-

' ... 

~~~/-- :; ~1 .. ' Make p~onalch~cks payable to "Friends of the ~::,
1

:amilv Commitiee/~d m:il today 
t. ~· · · • ·'!o Postofhce Box 504, Rocklor<l. MI 49.\41. And pass this m\.''\Sage along to somel•ne els~. 

,,.. ... !'.illE" ~ ~ ~~~ ? ... ~ ~ ~!llJE-. ii ·- .. ~ ~- ' t~ 
. ' This message paid.for by the FrieT1ds of tli.: First Fami(l" Committee. Peter F~ ,S#c~-.- ·.~- \)]~-

' chairman: It w:1.s. n~ u,uthori=ed br£'1e candidate ~r tire Preside11t Ford Comm~ •. "'-- ~r.':J"r-t":''"'• 
A .-r•n" nl n111 ., mmuuw :f re11ort. ll'ill he tiled .wi1h tht> Federol Electinn Cnmmission a~+d · "-·. ·· .. 
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QUOTES - Mrs. Ford 

On Pete & Joan SEk Secchia 

She said they have had a friendship for five or six years. 

Pete is a real go-getter and a ball of fire. Joan is a 

lovely wife and mother and we like Pete and Joan very much. 

They are a part of our young set of friends. 



i r. et r Se cc: i · 
pril 8, 1976 

u~,iver 1 l!'or s -ylucts 
153 3 . i c Rd. 
· n ' ~ ids , I i c 4 9 50 Cj 

ec::."' 1 r .._, cchia, 

~very time I think of the Flnri R c ·i~n 

tri e~)ecic.lly the isco sin tri, I c0uld 
never tl ~k you enough for givin e ~n opportunity 

to participate in this \:Orth \lhile endeavr..,.... It was 

tbe gr · teat of ell honors bein~ intro< uc 
First L~dy,Mrs . Ford . 

to the 

I don't think I could ever explain the way I feel 
right now after thinkinc About bll the be0utiful peo
ple on my bus th t I ' ve growc tc love . ~ach of their 

zrinnie oerson~li tiHs r:1<:1'1.o th isccr.si .. trip unique 

nd very enjoyable for .e. I ' v! found myself ~row
in' rrore end rrore rrent<lly, os t'iese triDs hc;ve help
ed me to ex~and my over-all perspectiv • 

C ce .gin, thenk you for your ancvura~e ent. 

S cerely Your Friend, 



TO: 

FROM: 

FOR: 

THE WHITE HOUSE . 

WASHINGTON 

Ron Nessen 
Sheila Weidenfeld 

MILDRED LEONARD 

Information 
~ ........ ~~~~~~-

Appropriate Handling 

asked me to send this to you 
g corrections: The group will 

now land at Tampa, go to St. Petersburg and 
visit a VA hosp. and participate in parade 
to a downtown park; then go to Ft. Lauderdale 
for precinct activities and be in Palm 
Beach on Sunday. 

DATE: ft !/'--i k 

-· 
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Ford Flight .Plans Snowballing -
7 
I 

By Maury Delonge · 
A snowball fi~ht in Orlando, Fla., and the 

possibility of participation by President Ford's 
three half-brothers will highlight a visit by 
local residents Feb. 21 ~22 to the Sunshine State. 

Purpose of the trip is to drum up support for 
the President in the crucial March 9 Florida 
primary. · 

Peter Secchia, local business executive and 
close friend of the President, feels Grand 
Rapids residents are better able ·than anyone 
to tell Florida residents why they should 
support Ford. 

A charter flight of campaign volunteers will 
leave Kent County Airport the morning of Feb. 
21 for Orlando. The trip is being arranged by 
Friends of the First Family. Everyone taking 
part will pay his own way. 

"We're going to take some Michigan snow
balls with us and have a snowball fight right at 
the Orlando airport," Secchia said. The group 
also plans to pass out Michigan apples and 
litter bags with the slogan, "Keep it Clean with 
Jerry." 

Thomas G. Ford, one of the President's 
half ~brothers, will be on he plane, and brother 
Dick will make an effort to go along, Secchia 
said. The third brother, James, is scheduled to 

• I 

meet the Grand Rapids delegation in Orlando. 
Another special gtiest who has sigiied up for 

the trip is Lt. Gov. James Damman.· , 
To keep the cost down, some travelers will 

take sleeping bags and sleep on the beach or in 
a public park in the Pompano Beach..:Ft. 
Lauderdale area. For those who aren't used to 
roughing it, there will be motel accommoda
tions. 

Secchia said more than 40 persons have 
signed up to date, but added that the group may 
be as large as 80 or 90. He said the trip is more 
personal than political. 

"We just like Jeni Ford, and we feel that 
some people in Florida don't know what a 
bright and totally dedicated guy he is." 

Participants will represent a cross-section of 
local residents. Checks for $200 per person 
have been requested. If the cost is less refunds 
will be made. Checks must be made p~yable to 
Friends of the First Family, 3153 Three Mile 
Rd. NE. · 

The delegation will pass out Ford buttons 
and campaign literature at shopping centers in 
the areas visited .. The group will return home 
Sunday night. Reservations may be made by 
calling 949-6221. 

.I 

.. 

-..::.' 
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For :SUn$hine, · Votes: ..... ~ .. 
i "ii·$"·~;~~.-:. 1·· • ~,.i ....• :-- -'. ... ·,··· ,.~ . 

' ,. .. . . . ;:~ .. -.. · un': DeJonUP.;·o 
--l , • L • '' - ·-' o- . 

PreS.ide~t Geraid R. Ford's primacy ~ainpaign in Florida ·. 
will take-0n· a hqme t.own flayor Feb-;:21-22 as his supporters 
plug ~~r .. votes in what is considered a crucial sta~er.: . 

Peter Secchia, loc.al business executive and clOse friend of y ,,.. 

the President, said. a charter flight of campaign volunteers··
will leave KentCoun'ty Airport the morning of Feb. 2landfly 
direetly to Orlando. '.I'he trip is }>eing arranged by Friends of . 
Jhe F'.U's~ Family, ·,·.t:if .. ~.r.1> :· .. :, :.·.: _·.! . ,. ~~l. 

'tW~1 
are getting greafres'Ponse frOrti persons who J"i!t h 

go;'':secchia said.--" At this point we·don'~know exactly how 
many· persons will make the trip, and the type of aircraft will 
depend on the num~ who participate.'~ · · ·. -. 'T-. 

.,..=:t·4,- ·-·~-"~•~ .. ···. ,,... -... r .. "F 

. It !11~rk~ the first ~me·in-the history of local ~li!i~ fhOt 
-. cc;im~~gning of th1r,~ ~s ~ pl~nned~;:_:~~· .:... \·· ,·._-;· .~ 

- - .:- .... ~" j ' ,. ~ 4~"- "\fit.'"" ·~.;;:.,., ... - . l . ~ ... ... : _,, . .f '91'1.)0f -~ ~ .. 

: - ..:· .. '4\V~'are asking·each-person tO make checks payable to 
.· Friends-''Of the First ·Family;. 3153 Three .Mile Rd. NE," .. 

-. Secchia sai~~ Checks of$~ ~r person have been reque~t~d. . 
·II the cost LS.less, refunds will be made::-., · -~ .s r1 J:' · 
. oili~r. areas to be Visited ~clµd~ ~e Pompano Beac~-Ft.-i: -. -

• Lauderdale and Clearwater-St. ' Petersburg areas.1- The- ~ · 
~rand Rapids delegation will Visits~opping centers, passing jA.. 

out 'Ford buttons and-campaign literature. -
-_ 'A.~ l>agplpe band:;ltiiJ meet ·the .group in Orlahdo; 
transportation betWeen ·cities will be by plane. Tbe delega~ , 
tion will stay ovehlighUn the PQmpano Beach-Ft. Lauder-.. 
~al~~.~~a.7 

.. J == z· .. ,;~.;:·-:.-~~~~·~~-~_. ' · • • ~ ,· 

-· secchla-~·.sai4 for" ·tbOse who have religious· conflicts 
regarding·campaigning Sunday, arrangements h:!ve been 
made for them to attend chitrch services. 

----~ '~This Will be a·wofttirig trip, with nri tiine·for visits to the 
. beach:' Secchia shld; ."We hope to attract the attention of the 

=-Florida news.1._media to draw.attention toJhe President's 
.:campajgn.'~:\? :-:\, ~'':7'1. ~-- ~; .:. , ~ r • .r· :f. <'~-~ .. /'.. 

"" ·. The. March·-g Florida primary is 'Considered crucial by 
.. Ford's·· campaign organization.- Secchia said he hopes the 

Feb. 21 ~p will gain natiorial attention because-it will take 
._ , ..: pl~ce ~~~- .~~ys~~~.-:,tbeJ,r~~- 24: .. New Hampslµre ~ 

pnm~. --· , .,, _.{,,,,, .. ;...,,... · .;'-""';~ - · . . . 
- ! • • -- ... .. • . ... 

- ,. ·-~.-:.;=t'he:9roup hai received an offer &om Gov. Wiliam a~~· 
-~illiken tO appear at the Kent airpOrt to see the group 
take off.' "-,_· -:-~ : __ 

l:).~ -.;-_'.;ti~-·. . ... • : . ; . . . - ,. • 
·:.·•-?secchia:. said he IS looking for a _crQss-section of local 
residents ·for the trip: Several county conimissioners hav 
made.reservations as hav.e area legislators. '.'But we alSo· are 

·inter~ted in those;:i>ersons who previously have not been 
~ activ_e iii party politics," Secchia said. . . 
. --~_:.The . .-group will return-·to Grand Rapids .Sunday n,ighf. 
Perso~ who would like to be included may make~rv.a~ 

..- tio~ by.~g Secchia's home, 949-6221. · · · . -· 
~,i;:~ s'.i!ccliia-:Said th~ group handling ~ arrangements will 

meet again F:riday to complete plans~ • 
_f - ! -V ~::· .. ~:j1:,~ a ....... ,. "' - • • ' 

Jlr" .... -, '"!•····~:~ ,. ~ ... ; .,, ~ ' . . ~ ~ 

.. 
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M~L \llN~ STEPHENSON 
2111 JEFF DAVIS HWY. ARLINGTON, VA. 22202 
1117.S CRYSTAL PLAZA (703) 979-1357 

STEPHENSON NEWS BUREAU 

Aug. 20, 1975 

Mr. Peter Secchia, President 
Uni;;rsal Forest Products, Inc. 
Jl5J )-Mile Rd . , NE 
Grand Rapids, Mich. 
Dear Mr. Secchiat 

I am a Washington press & radio correspondent. I have a 
connection with WTOP , all-news radio station here, and formerly 
did a syndicated column with Vera Glaser , in Knight newspapers . 
We still work together on radio, and my stories are circulated 
through United Features . 

I expect to be in Grand Rapids, Sept. 1-4, and would like 
to interview you, at least briefly . I am acquainted with the 
President , and know a number of his friends. Mr. Buchen has been 
giving me some pointers about Grand Rapids. And , I look forward 
to meeting you . 

In preparation for my trip , and to get background, I sub
scribe to the Grand Rapids Press , and have enjoyed reading about 
the Mayor ' s race. 

I will call your office when I arrive. 
, r 

s~~~ 
Malvina Stephenson 

~ 
~~' 

d'4-
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Ms. Sheila Weidenfella 
Press Secretary to Mrs. o 
The Whf te House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

PERSONAL 
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Dinah Sl1ore: HiJeilwd'Y 'Vacati~n 
·' .-

It's ' BUrt iiiid -Dinah Agazn'3'~ 
~ 

l'M SURE Durt Reynolds has had dates from President 'Jean-Claude Duv11Jlcr to 
with l.orna Luft. However, friends of mine visit Haili next month. Lb;, who once re-
who II~ ht the Malibu erea happened to see ceivcd threats from Duvalier's father, Papa 
Reynold~ on thebeai;h several days in a row Doc, because. she was in an unflattering 
with Dina~ ~bore! ,.'· · movie abOut Papa Doc and the island, call~d 

l>lnah went off on a month's vacation, tell- "The Comedtan$,'.' has accepted Jean· 
fng~ no· one except members of her family Claude's Invite and will visit there with her 
where she was golrig. Sotne of her friend$ 

1
• feller, Henry Wynbcrg. , .. 

•·: ~ssumed she WilS in Europe i ~thcrs thought Diana ¥04s was glwn her entire wardrobe 
. m.aybe New YorJqor others pOm~s east; Well,_ (wort~ more tha~ $50,000): as a 111tt ~!\~~ she 
Dm~h simply re~ted a ~~c~ ~ouse !0 or 40 , finished ' shooting ''Mahogany." Diana prob-
ml!~• from ho!'1e. . , 1 ;::. • . .., i' 1 

• ably )Yelghted 90 pound~ when i;he made the 
. I m no~ saying that l>mah and Burt are mm: -t;ince she weighs a whole lot more the 
per111anently back toget~er. But t~ey have that now; she won't get to wear any, ()f thos 
made· •P an<l are definitely seeing each "marvy" things until after her baby ~rrlves 
othet.•'And I can'.t thi~~ of a nicer ~tory to-J.a October. · ,,, :· ,· .. · . ~ ~ · ..._ 
report a1?g4t two really nice people. · Lunched will\ Pete Secchia a·nd Dick Pur· 

SHIRLEPRJTIESt \A constant twosome tan after the . ''AM . Detroit't shOV(.TUcsday 
making the scene in Rome Is Biance Jng. and I don't blame President Ford -for.being 
1cr and Helmut Berger. , ., Hear tell Mick C'~nzy ahoi1t Pete. ~e~~ a ~art11!~~;: forth· 
doesn'l mind since Helmut- Is a fnmily flJ?ht supcr·gcnt. · . · . ,,.., , .. 
friend. Also Mick is very busy entertaining a Mr. Fo1·d, I'm IS'Ur~, ~- can count on Pele 
female ·A'fget)linian friend at his Mountauk, Sccchia for the ttut'h when asked. A~d I 
Long Island, estate.' I have a hunch she i1 wc,>uldn't be surprjsed . if Secchia dtd~'t 
not a ''farnily" friend. , , . . sometimes tell the president the truth even 

Elizabeth Taylor received an Invitation when he was not asked. 

The president'• budd explained the .rea
son we mt[ ~paf2£!:_s ~n the president's 
desk in Ifie OvaTUfficif.1ie said the omce ~, . • 
used for the meeting and greeting of orricia , 
visitors.' President Ford actually doeS' his : 
.work at a document·covered desk in a small , · 
office off ot the Oval Office. · 

Attached to the renl office is . a butler's · 
· pantrY, · where su.ch Items as juices, milk, 
~offee, tea and cottage cheese· are kept for 
the' president's tjulck lunch~s. · ~ . 

An interesting fact I learned while talking . 
with Secchia 1$ th4t President Ford collects 
the origin!ll politlca·I put-down cartoons · 
about himself and has them 

1
framed and . 

anging on the walls of his working orrice. 
hat's one sure :way of keeping' one's head . 

from getting too l})g. \' . • . 
DIQYA KNQW D,EPT.: Thnt Connie Ste• ; 

vens' daughter'~ by Eddie Fisher, Jolie and 
lrlcia; have gqne .into business on Dclrcrn ; , . 
Avenue ' in Beverly Hills. No, !}Pt ti boutique ... · 
They've openeda lemdnade stand across the 1 

street from their house ••• nelted $5 the 
first day; Connie's' Investment was a whop· 

ing $15. 
• 
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Mail 
Up Front 
The widow of CIA suicide Frank Olson tells her tragic 
story-Liberace goes up, up and away-Chrysler 
management's 1975 models-Gov. Hugh Carey's kids become 
a family of innkeepers-Martha Mitchell buys and sells clothes 

Couples 
Two fed-up New Yorkers escape profitably to the Riviera 

Star Tracks 
David Carradine-Empress of Iran meets John 
Lindsay-Senator Proxmire totes garbage-Miss USA 

To the Top 
Gen. "Chapple" James: a patriot wins a fourth star 

Lookout 
Diver Greg Busch-Singer Nancy Nevins 

On the Move 
A Canadian co-ed finds campus life at Peking U. a bit dull 

Adventure 
A boat named Extremely Dangerous lives up to Its name 

Host 
Alejandro Orfila is the social summit on Embassy Row 

In His Own Words 
Chicago crime expert Charles Siragusa talks about whodunit in 
the Sam Giancana murder case 

Off the Screen 
Candy Bergen's unlucky in love, but the rest is swinging 

People Puzzle 
Medics 
Lawyer, sailor, chef and medical examiner-that's John Feegel 

In Style 
At Vic Braden's tennis camp, each learner hits 2,286 balls a day 

Teacher 
In Maine Dick Davis makes sun and wind work for him 

Sequel 
Jerry Schneider, an electronics expert, turns from crime to 
tracking criminals- and makes a million 

Bio 
Impresario Joe Papp is America's premier theater man 

Chatter 
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Muhammad All 
I don't think that even Ali (PEOPLE, July 
7, 1975) is aware of the magnitude of 
his effect on people of all races, creeds 
and religions. It's a shame that Ali had 
to rewin the world heavyweight title to 
gain the respect and admiration of peo
ple other than blacks. Even after he 
hangs up his gloves, his position as an 
international personality with an impor
tant message will be strongly felt. I'm 
glad that I can point to All's picture and 
say to my young son, "That's the kind 
of man I want you to be!" 

Karen Johnson 
Washington, D.C. 

Don't be surprised to see Ali in the 
White House, right there in Chocolate 
City with its vanilla suburbs. 

Melvin Samuel Foster 
New Orleans 

John Kenneth Galbraith 
You had Professor Galbraith quoting 
Gene McCarthy, "In the last 200 years 
we went from George Washington to 
Richard Nixon, from John Adams to 
Spiro Agnew, etc." It's only fair to point 
out that during the same period, we 
went from Adam Smith to John Ken
neth Galbraith. 

Vincent D. Larson 
Ft. Smith, Ark. 

John Kenneth Galbraith stated that our 
greatest failure has been the deterio
ration in the quality of leadership. How 
then can he support the ultimate in 
deteriorated leadership, that being the 
candidacy and possible presidency of 
Senator Ted Kennedy? 

John W. Alvey 
Kansas City, Kans. 

Peter Secchia 
's reassuring to know that President 
ord regularly consults a lumber sales

man from Grand Rapids on matters of 
national Interest. Could it have been 
Peter (Petey Pooh) Secchia who ad
vised the president to use the old 
tearing-the-pages-from-the-calendar 
trick at his recent TV speech? That 
looked like something out of my kids' 
nursery school. Where Nixon surround-

4 

ed himself with low-life criminal types, 
Ford prefers the down-home, village
idiot type. In either case, we are in for a 
lot of trouble. 

William Franklin 
Benicia, Calif. 

Secchia was not involved and in fact 
told Ford when he next saw him, "Jeez, 
Jerry, that Isn't you." Ford replied: "I 
know it, but people remember it." 
Secchia now agrees.-ED. 

Mother Teresa 
It is comforting to know that such a per
son as Mother Teresa exists. She must 
lead a very rewarding life, knowing 
that she has helped so many people 
who have so little. 

Lois Finkel 
Country Club Hills, Ill. 

Author Susan Stern 
The sad truth Is groups like the 
Weathermen would not know a real 
revolution if they fell over it. A 
revolution is when a government, 
deemed to be oppressive, is over
thrown by a coup d'etat and is replaced 
by the victors. People like Susan Stern 
just don't have the makeup of genu
inely righteous revolutionaries. 

Bob Harris 
San Francisco 

Joseph Coors 
Joe Coors and Co. are the best. And I 
hate beer. But why did you neglect to 
mention how much Coors has done 
in the field of ecology? 

April R. Choate 
Lemoore Naval Air Station 
Calif. 

Not everyone, especially here in Col
orado, supports Joe Coors and his 
aluminum beer cans. Coors did not hire 
Chicanos until civil rights suits were 
brought against his company. If you'll 
bother to examine his voting record 
while he was a member of the Board 
of Regents at the University of 
CoJorado, you will find that Joe Coors 
voted against every program that was 
introduced at that university for the 
benefit of minorities. If Paul Newman 
chooses to give Joe Coors free adver
tising in your magazine by holding a 
Coors beer can, that's your business 
and his, but please don't use the name 
Chicano in association with people like 
the Coors contingent. 

Leonardo ~uzov-Trujillo 
Advocacy for Children & 
Youth 
Denver 

Charming Connecticut Yankee and for
mer Gene McCarthy enthusiast Paul 
Newman importing torrents of Coors 
beer! The same beer a favorite 
beverage of Cesar Chavez supporter 
Ethel Kennedy! Can these fashionable 
liberal superstars be unaware of 
Joseph Coors' extreme right-wing 
fanaticism, his hard-line stance 
against organized labor, his abun-
dant financial backing of Cold War 
paranoia? Or has "radical chic," always 
a dubious contradiction at best, simply 
flipped its Ideological pop-top and 
traded in its humanitarian zeal for a 
little bit of gusto, no deposit, no 
return? 

Michael D. Gotts 
Baltimore 

First I read your article on Joseph and 
Holly Coors and their swanky Gods and 
Goddesses Country Club and then I 
read the article on Trent and Olga 
Jones and their little school out in the 
Texas desert. I think the Joneses are 
by far the richest. 

Emma Belluomini 
San Jose, Calif. 

Dr. Richard Grayson 
I was interested in reading your article 
about Dr. Richard Grayson who lets his 
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a."-, fo owed by an 11:30 a.m. 
toqr at Northeast Wlscomln 
Te?nical Institute. 

invo and fired up and let 
them know we need them, be
cause we do," said Phil Wise, 
Carter'• state C<M>rdinator. 

.. We just don't ever stop, .. 
he. said. "Because it you stop, 
you·lose.0 

(JtWI ii acheduled to arrive 
at :Wausau Municipal Airport 
at 1:!50 p.m., and tour the farm 
of ~n Baumann Jr. between 
Merrill and Wausau at 2 p.m. 
He-'\hen.goes to !"Jluth for aev~ ford Backers 
erat radio interviews. , • I 

Se will meet supporters at ! To-Campmgn. Here 
th~ Superior VFW Hall at 'l j Ab o u.t 250 persons froni r.... Grand Rapids; Mich., President 

A.- ,__.. A...., Sal Ford's hometown, w i 11 cam· ...,..,p V•I on l'WTI • paign in Wjsconsin over the 
Appleton, WI&. -More than weekend for Ford. 

1,000 prints by I>urer, M*liae. They will arrive by car and 
Ro'uault, Villon, Whistler, To- by air in Milwaukee on Satur· 
bey. and others will be eXhibit· day and will shake hands, and 
ed: and sold between 11 a.m. hand out buttons, badges and 
and· 5 p.m. M o n d a y at. the Michigan pine tree seedlings in 
Worebester Art Center on the Milwaukee, Waukesha, Pewau
Lawrence University campus kee, Fort Atkinson, Oconomo-
here. woe and Madison. 
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The Head 
Blitzers 
Got Blitzed 

By Maury Delonge 
The President Ford "Scatter Blit-

7.el'S" struck again, but thls time the 
targets were their leaders. 

"Pete Pooh,'""l'beShe herd," "'Mle 
Golden ~agle," and "~~hotter Bug" 
were honored by nearly 100 Republicans 
at a surprise party Thursday night at 
Kent C'.ounty Republican Headquarters, 
250 Michigan St. NE. 

For the record, and in the order of 
their "handles," the blitzers · d tri
bute to Peter Secchia, Donald ~a, 
John Damstra and Clarance Blakeslee. 

The ruse to get the four together was 
See Bliben, page 38 

- .. 
' ; , ... 

lJlitzers 
~ ... ---

from 28 

mat there was a matter of extreme 
importance that had just come up which 
rnight involve next week's GOP national 
~nvention in Kansas City . .. 
•. 'lbat was enou~ to draw Secchia out 

of the house for the first time in seven 
days-ever since he broke bis right leg 
playing tennis. 

1be four were to meet at Secchia's 
home, but an "urgent" call that they 
Qteet at Republican headquarters was 
placed by Gale MacFarlane with Paul 
Henry, county chairman. 

Henry loaded the four in Secchia's 
station wagon, and with Secchia in a 
Wheelchair, enteredheadq~rs tothe 
Slrains of the song, "For 'Ibey Are Jolly 
~ Fellows." 

: 1be blit7.ers campaigned for the PresCt in Floryda, WISCOnsin, Indiana and 
- pnnanes. -: "These are real people," Secchia 
said. "They're the kind of people we 
were trying to show voters in other 
states. Now they're doing the same 
thing to us." 

Each was presented a cartoon depict
ing his handle, prepared by the art staff 
of H & H Plastic Manufacturing Co. 
'11lomas G. Ford, brother of the Presi
dent, gave the four special plaques with 
the inscription, "In recognition of out
standing achievement in the l!r76 Ford 
campaign." 

There was a telegram from the Presi
dent extending "hearty greetings" to 
the four. 

HONORED by Ford blitzers Thursday night were 
Clarence Blakeslee, kneeling left, John Damstra, 
Peter Secchia (in wheelchair) and Don Wieringa;:. 
right. . ···-· 

motorized wheelchair awaiting him -
the same one used in the motion picture, 
"The Silent Movie." 

Secchia said it has been arranged by 
Jack Loeks, local theater owner. He 
promised that if he goes, the wheelchair 
"will be decorated with Ford campaign 

titerature." 
All four men admitted they were 

"faked out" by the party. Tom For<:I was 
accompanied by his wife, Janet, and Lt. 
Gov. James J. Damman showed up later, 
in the evening. He was a "blit7.er" on the 
Florida trip. 

Secchia said be isn't certain he will be 
able to make the Kamas City conven
doa. but if he does, &here wUl be a c ... -



' ...... 
<rim Mencarelli 

At the end of February, a chartered 
Boeing 737 touched down at the airport 
in Orlando, Fla., and 92 Grand Rapl· 
dians spilled into the sunshine. 

For the next two days, this shirt· 
sleeved contingent callin~ themselves 
Friends ofthe First Family crisscros· 
sed the state. They threw snowballs at 
Florida Republicans, passed out 
Michigan apples and spread goodwill 
via litter bags reading "Keep It Clean 
With Jerry" and word-of -mouth tes· 
timonials extolling the virtues of Presi
dent Gerald R. Ford. 

The occasion for this political excur· 
sion, propitiously dubbed Victory Trip 
One, was· the 1976 Florida presidential 
primary. 

"We want Florida and the nation to 
know that Grand Rapids and West 
Michigan back Jerry Ford," said one 
group member. -Another added, "The 
media fail to show Jerry as a friend of 
the working man, and we're out to prove 
he is." 

Ford won Florida's Republican 
primary. 

LesS than two months later, the 
President Ford Committee landed at 
Milwaukee's Mitchell Field and about 
150 Friends of the First Family, a horde 
of political evangelists, poured west
ward, besieging such towns asRacine, 
Jefferson and Fort Atkinson. They 
carried signs proclaiming " West 
Michigan for President Ford" and 
distributed 12,000 pine seedlings. 

--ti'n'l"tt wnn thP Wi~ron~in orimarv too. 
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The man who organized these 
junkets, and participated in a third 
in Indiana recently! is Peter Secchia, 
38, a large, · teddy bear of a man 
affectionately known as Petey Pooh 
by first lady Betty ford. 

· Rising from comparative anonymity_ 
-last year when People magazine 
labeled him President Ford's version of 
Bebe Rebozo, Secchia is a grappling 
5-foot-11, 215-pounder who's amassed a 
fortune in lumber and is widely known 
for his friendship with the First Family. 

He has been an unofficial adviser to 
the President, organizer of the "Wel
come Home, Jerry" rally in the fall of 
1974, and the only person outside the 
immediate family to be admitted to 
Betty Ford's hospital room following 
her mastectomy . 

He. was also charged w~th guiding the 
President's oldest son; Michael, and his 
wife Gayle on a skiing trip last year. 

Today, Secchia remains a frequent 
visitor at the White Ho~. and admit
tedly would like nothing more than ·to 
see his old friend Jerry Ford re.elected 
this November. 

However, he prefers to downplaf the 
publicity he's received about·his fnend
ship with the Ford family. 

"When the first article came out in the 
Detroit Free Press, and then People 
magazine did its spread, I was naturally 
excited," he says. 

"It was the 'small-town boy makes 
good' kind of thing. If anything, this 
type of article shows that in this 
country the opportunity exists for a 
man to rise from nothing to a 

· position where he can be a personal 
friend of the President." 
At heart, Seccrua is an outspoken, 

fiercely competitive advocate of the 
Great American Dream that hard work, 
diligence and the desire to succeed still 
pay off today. 

When he graduated from Michigan 
State University's School of Business in 
December, 1962, he talked his way into a 
job with Universal Forest Products 
('OFP), a small lumber wholesaler · 
here. 

Within eight years, after plugging 
away 16 to 20 hours a day six days a 
week, and developing a reorganization 
plan that ultimately quadrupled sales 
and increased the company's _ labor 
fo~ce from 9 to more than 200, Secchia 
beCame principal stockholder and pres
ident. Soon after, it became the nation's 
largest supplier of softwood products 
for the mobile and modular home 
industries. 

"Peter is one of the most dynamic 
clients I've had the opportunity to work 
with," says Secchia's corporate at
torney, Leonard Hoffius Jr. ''He may be 
conservative politically, but in business 
I'd have to call him a liberal. He's an 
intelligent, progressive businessman 
with an uncanny ability to surround 
himself with competent people." 

Secchia puts it another ways "I 
don't like to relax. I figure I was put 
on this earth to do something with 

conti~ next page 

Secchia campciigns with the Ford 
Scatter Blitzers: At left above, with 
Sue Carl and others from Grand 
Rapids in Sf. Petersbw-g, Fla.; at right 
with First Lady Betty Ford and Tim 
Timmer of Graod Haven,_ right, in 
Madison, Was., and below, giving 
instructions from . a campaign bus at 
Oconomowoc, Wis. 

, Photos by fUIJ Meacazelli, /oha R. 

Fultoa Jr., Heary F. Zeman 

> 

The Grand Rapids Press, Sunday, May 16, 1976 
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Delroit 
MARCH 23, 1975 

-· 

o pal Pete Se~ 
(who?): an· unknown 
quantity from Grand Rapids 
by ALEX TAYLOR 

The closest friends and advisers of Presi
dent Gerald Ford were gathered in the Ford 
family home in Alexandria following the new 
President's first speech to a joint session of 
Congress. It was a scant three days after 
Ford ascended to the White House in the 
whirlwind of events that swept Richard 
Nixon froni office. With the President now 
were the men who would be closest to him in 
the early days of the Ford administration: 
Alexander Haig, Philip Buchen, William 
Seidman, Bryce Harlow, Melvin Laird, Wil
liam Whyte of U.S. Steel, and Peter Secchia. 
'C't .. ,7 ,__ \ 
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Oamstra, who is on vacation, 
told Secchia by telephone that 
he would support him and that 
"it's the best news I have hecrd 
for months." 

A native of Englewood, N.J., Secchia 
has worked in the congressional cam
paigns of Paul Goebel Jr. and Harold S. 
Sawyer and is a member of the Republi
can State Finance Committee. 

Republican precinct delegates meet 
in county convention at 8 p.m. Monday 
at the Pantlind Hotel to elect represen-
I 

tatives totbe Executive Committee. The 
new members will include 36 ~ 
nominated in the August primary, plus 
36 whom precinct delegates· must 
choose. 

The new Executive Committee will 
meet next month to elect officers of the 
county committee. 

"This is a Republican district and will 
play an im~t role instate politics," 
Secchia said. "I'm only Werested that 




