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Ford's Pr~ss Of c 
ite House 

600 Pennsylvania v 
sh"ngton, D Co 20500 

To the Staff: 

15 Oct er 19 

By way of introduction, my name is Don Fortunato. I am 
a portrait artist working primarily in the Norfolk, Virginia 
areao 

Each spring the Azalea Festival Commission meets to 
choose a Queen for the beautiful pageant held to conunemorate 
the retttrn of spring and the blooming of the area's beautiful 
azaleas. 

Since the next Festival will also be held in celebration 
of the Nation's Bicentenn"al, it is only natural for this 
year's Queen to be the President's daur,hter, Miss Susan Ford. 
In this light then, I have been asked confidentially to pre-

re a portrait of Susan Ford for presentation to her 
should she be chosen as Aza1ea Queen. 

It is my intention to draw Miss Ford from photographs 
so that the likeness will be at once flattering and com­
pletely accurate. 

Any photographs that you might be able to release to 
me for this purpose would be greatly apryrecia~ed since the 

ater part o the med"a-type coverage has been unsatis­
factory for portrait use. 

The best type of photograyh for this purpose would be 
that which is posed, in full color, and of course, showing 
Miss Ford at her best. Al,_ photographs will be handled with 
extreme care so that they may be returned if necessary. 

Your aid is most greatly appreciated and &n further 
information may be obtained by calling me in orfolk t 
80 -460-17560 

Sincerely yours, 

-'l ':"t. , t:2 



Sheila --

Everything I have underlined has been entirely fabricated. 

The file with the real facts is attached. Whatever you 

want to do with it is fine with me. 

Charlene von Pawel 



Some items in this folder were not digitized because it contains copyrighted 
materials.  Please contact the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library for access to 

these materials. 
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Ry ..BU'lZY lUSSJNGER 
Ledge{·Star Staff,'Writel;. .. - • 

VlRGINm BEACH --:~ .OaQ 
Platt sat in her car Sunday morning::. -· • t 

~ L · - - on th~ fog-shrouded Ohio Turnpike. been 
~ AT Am' pONFORTUNATO'S portrait of waiting for her .husband, .David, to 11rnlJ:ec 

Susan F~rd is hanging in the White 1 House. return. • . -1msbar 
· P~bAbly in f1.iss F.Qf~'s· bedroom. ,, ,· ·, , "He w,as helping , setting out • - 'ib 

..• ·He finished it•months .ago. Presented:W'to \ flares:: Mrs. Platt recalled:today, : '..aecidc 
her !Ji. Norfolk mon~ , go. · ' trying to a1d _other motorists wbo . • ru 

But ·when tne. Azalf.a Festival end~ last •. : were trapped in the soupy mist that bope:i 
A~ril-Susan Ford was the Azalea Quea.ll-'Sne· ~--~ caused a;z.-vehicle acci~~nt ~- • iiad :u 
hurrled~ :0.ff~ o -'the_ White House without tlie> miles ~J!St of the fennsy1vama-Ohio ~t he 

~ border. · snari 
potfiait · . • · ·J. t Enrottte .lo 'fhe 'Tear of ·the crasn ..:.'lI'S. 

Ma1Lit to ine~ she -asked .Fortllna.to in- a.' et:. area .about B :aJll... Platt -was :hit.illld ''.;101d hi 
ter written at _the ~te .House. · • . ,{' killed by a hii-arid-run driver .. ·but· there 

lever, said-ihaNorfolk-artist. He feared mi' Mrs. Platt was unaware of what had irs. I 
what ~ U.S, Postal ervice would 'dQ to a' happened. • . busba 
glass-covered w-0r1C of prt, 42 inches by 32 inclf.. After an bout o{ waitiitg, just as-the · lady I 
'es. '. ,,. · ~f<>i .. was l>eginn'tng _to lift Mrs. Pmtt MIS 
.• ...irhey11re suppos~d1:o zip . . But what if the.y ~ . w~~.~- ~ l~bk Ioi:..-him. "He ·took goa<! ·~. 
zap? Fortunato sbuddered .at th.e :tbought:of it. ' 

deliver it, said .Fortunato. • . .;(' ' 
" Fortunato, 25,will-be famous and ncll one.~-. 

, :~aJ becaw;e' he· does 
~ .. · sudl. flatterin~ por~ 

Su. san- Ford traits of wo~en. ~~ 
. has them ooking like 

'. ~". :;: ! :'. : ~ ... , •. queens and princesses 

. finallymas~ in~~- tale. -· / 
' . · , ,iti; ·~: Starting last.Ap~l, 

h
. . . . ,.."". ~ 4 .- • Fortunato ,b.egan,a. er J?Q.ff.t9 I~ lon_g·d~~n.~~onver-. 

-1 ... ,~_..,_,.~ -~~~-t.>~~~on. ?tt~~j! wom·,
1 · - an wbo ··is MISS F-0rd,'.s 

correspondit;tg secretar);. He expected to pop :Up 
to Washington one rlay in April, drop off the 1 

p!Jrtrait at the White House, say hello to Susan 
Ford and be gone. 

In Norfolk Fortunato waited Ior the;\Vh1te 
House to call and "Say, "Come on 'up."' 

ApriT pass.eel. lfay passed. Jun~ and Jwy.!'J' ~ 
• . Now it -was .. Augus" ~ · , . 

Fortunato cant remember how ·many con· 
. versations he had with the corresponding·secre­
·tary, Charlene vo•1 P.aWI. They alh'ays ended 
,vitll the same·Iine. Miss Ford isn't available. 

1,:1 almost .gave up," saiq Fortunato, relax· 
ing_at his .studio ~!_i 'West Freemason Street. . 

t M,didn't giv~ up: Finally, Ute call.came 
' · a~e:w days ago:,, · 

J2ring . the portrait .. said Miss von PawL 
We'll pay for your .hofel room, she said. We'll 
send a car for you; she said. . 

So, after ~aiting ·for months, after :!Whiy 
the White House guards manhandle.an ms · 
arrd X-ray e portrait, Fortunato made it. 

~~~ond ev·~nt 



'1'hmits -for being so tboughtful.~ and. •• 

Take cne. 



Susan - -
Don Fortunato, the artist; delivered this here today and said he would 

like. to "know where you decide".to hang it. What can I tell him when 

I :J>r~pare a letter for your' sign.atur~ iri a cQtiple of days?? 
.. ... . J • . . . 

·Qiarlene 
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1.t 1t is possibl~ could you please arrange to 
have the portrait mailed to me here at the 
Whi tc llousc. As you cm.tld tell, I was very 
plcnsc<l with your work and would appreciate 
having it here to enjoy. 

Please lmow the enclosed photograph is sent 
with my best wishes for your continued success. 

Sincerely, 

Q{<AOA'--LJ 
SLisan Ford 

FROM 

E WHITE HOUSE 
WASHltCGTON, D.C. 

Mr . Don Fo.rtuna to 

539 Austin Street 

Norfolk, Virginia 23503 

-
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Association, I wish to thank 
ost gracious and beautiful 

pated functions each year is 
Rotund.a the Bota: ical Gar­

N ever before has the show 
ar . This o n iar- pLrt 
by being our Queen . The 

ending it 's art show and, 
·.oll your kind words e.bout tne 

that was drawn of you by one 
Although quite young, in com-

1t , we considered Mr. Fortunato' s 
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NORFOLK., VA. 

Association, I wish to thank 
est gracious and beautiful 

pated functions each year is 
Rotunda o the Botanical Gar­

N ever before has the show 
ar. This ·- o n ltu ,.e rt 
by being our Queen. The 

ending it 's art show and, 
·on your kind words e.bout tne 

that was drawn of you by one 
Although quite young, in com-

!
r~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ ' ~e considered Mr. Fortun~o's 

talents most woteny 01 cne couun1ss1on! 

During the course of the presentation of the portrait at the 
"""--""'""'"'+" nrinerstood that you would try to \ .r\-4>+ .,.. } 
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Miss Susen Ford 
The White .douse 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Miss Ford, 

On behaJ.f of the Chesapeake Bay Art Association, I wish to thank 
you for coming to Norfolk and being a most gracious and beautiful 
Queen Azalea XXIII. · ~ 

One of the associations most anticipated functions each year is 

I the Spring Art Sho, it sponsors : the Rotunda >f the Botanical Gar­
dens during the annual ~zalea Festival. N ever before has the s 10w 
achieved s-q.ch succe it diu • is ~~ ar. 1'h s in lar rt 
to you and the popularity you generated by being our Queen. The 
Association wishes to thank you for attending· it's art show and, 
convey it's most sincere appreciation for your kind words ebout t e . 
work in the ·show and about the portrait that was drawn of you b~ one 
of our youngest members, Don Fortunato. Although quite young, in com­
pari on to many of Norfolk's ~ine artist, we considered Mr. Fortunatots 
talents most worthy of the commission. 

\ During the course of the presentation of the portrait at the 
/luncheon on Friday, Don Fortunato understood that you would try to 
I nick up the portrait before your depa:.t:ture sometime on ~undey. After 1
arri ving very early that Slllldai morning, Don wai tea eagerly aJ.~ay 
anticipating your arrival ~or the receipt of your portrai:. Words 
cannot convey his disappointment, when Sunday's art show drew to a 

1 close and you had not arrived ~or his work. ~.a-e, ..,... 
4 . ~ .. The Association understands that your busy schedule prevent ~-

you from being able to return to tr e art show "for the portrait. i:e ~~ 
w.Q.JdJ_d like to I:l?.f:9 e~·me'" ds to Don Fortunato by se!"d i ng him to ~·a.s:.- . ~ ~ 
. t . 1 . . t t .J... • L.' .. ~,"'-CJ in on .o a.e iv ~ o ou nerso a Vt..r:i:.er:ce.~ 

.ln this, an election year, \r.·e understand how busy your .sehed1·• e 4-:'ff..,;;; 
must be; however if you will contact me at the eddress shown belo , ~~ 
every attempt will be made to arrange a time and delivery; date most ~I~~ 
suitable to you. In the meantime , please accept my personal thanks ~--'~ 
for making this· a wonderful Azaie• Festival.. ~~"'> 

Chesapeake Bay Art Association S;1f~ere~ly, . -r«, 'fes->MA.t~.,f _ 
356 WEt FrEem.ason street M.-,e."'-" .... !.~ R.JE:C.ew~ ·r 
liorf'olk, Va. 23510 Ole. Gurney~· ,~ ~:s°"'-




