




































hild's Halloween fear 
ay\Iast into adulthood 

• LOUIS (UPI) - Razor blades in 
les and candy laced with poison or 

may not be the only dangers 
children face on Halloween. 

ild development experts John and 
ra Gadell sity . the psychological 
caused by a spook house - com­

with screecbing witches and 
ies rising out of coffins to greet 

ng visitors - can be so great that 
effects last long into adulthood. 
he Gadells have done research on 
oween in various parts of the coun· 
nd the results are always the same. 

gnificant number of adults asked to 
U frightening experiences from 
dhood single put a Halloween 

e. 
an interview they told of standing 

ide a storefront spook house in a 
ban shopping center last Halla­

n and watching young children 
Jthrongb8. 

ANDING IN UNE, waiting to enter, 
children were eager with anticipa­
. Coming out, the Gadells said, the 
dren looked scared to death. 
bout 30 per cent were visibly 
t, crying or grabbing on to their 
nts," Gadell said. "Some literally 
away." 

• rter trip 
ay include 
ort Worth 
USTIN (UPI) - Jimmy Carter will 
uct a 2.<fay campaign tour of Texas 

last week of the presidential cam­
• Carter-Mondale campaign offi-

One of the problems with spook 
houses, they said, is there often is no. 
way to escape. The situation is not like 
an everyday flight of fantasy, when 
children can pretend to be monsters 
and witches but can stQp the game any 
time they want. · 

"We're not against fantasy," Sandra 
Gadell emphasized. "Children who 
play monster and witch do so only as 
far as they can control the situation. 
They can leave the setting any time 
and come back to reality." 

Inquiries conducted by the Gadells 
have turned up many stories of young­
sters harmed by seemingly innocent 
Halloween "fun" that their parents 
think the children enjoy. 

They told of one 7-year-old who was 
so frightened she could not speak for 
four days, and of a mother who so 
frightened her children by wearing a 
witch costume at their school that they 
refused to go home with her even after 
sJ:i,e had taken off her costume. 

ONE 111ING MANY parents do not 
realize, the Gadells said, is that chil­
dren between the ages of 3 and 8 are 
bound by their perceptions and find it 
hard to understand that mommy in a 
witch costume and daddy dressed as a 
monster are still their parents. 

"Even if a parent says, 'Don't cry, 
Billy. it's not a real monster, just a man 
dressed up like a monster.' it doesn't 
help," Sandra Gadell said. "In his heart 
he it's a monster." 

She said too oflen parents force their 
children to take part in such activities 
as spook houses and may even belittle 
them if they show fear. 

"We want to find ways to entertain 
our children and please them," she 
said, "and we think if we take them to 
these spook houses or Halloween 
parties, we're doing them a favor. Too 
often we fail to take a good look at their 
reaction." 

Dmllal NeW11 atatt pbolo by Rick Youq. 

Susan Ford, daughter of .,.e President, was guest of honor at Satur­
day's Tyler Rose Festival. 
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Susan just college kid 
on the campaign trail 

By JEANNE PREJEAN 
A brown Porsche pulled up behind a 

sedan full of Secret Service agents at 
the Braniff Internationalterminal at 
DalJa&.Fort Worth Airport Saturda}-;. 

From the back seat of the sports car 
rushed a young bespectacled blonde 
woman a in beige trench coat, looking 
like any other college student trying to 
catch a plane. 

Except for the brigade of suited men 
trying to keep up. 

·-.s SHE ANYONE?" one little gray 
haired passenger ask. 

She is. She's Susan Ford, 19-year-old 
daughter of the President and guest of 
honor at Saturday's Tyler Rose 
Festival. 

"It's the first time it ever happened," 
Dallastte Patty Young, a friend of 
White House photographer David Ken­
nerly and the Fords, shakes her head. 

The first time Susan's been in a 
parade? 

"No, it's the first time they had to 
cancel a parade. It was raining, you 
know." 

One of the White House staff mem­
bers said between deep breaths, ''She's 
just like her dad. She takes very big 
steps. I have to double-step to keep up." 

Before arriving for the festival, Miss 
Ford, a photography major, attended a 
University of Missouri photography 
course. 

"I really dido 't do well," she said, sit· 
ting comfortably on a couch with her 
right arm resting along its back. 

"I had planned to do a project on the 
drouth that had hit Missouri," she ex­
plained. "It rained the second day I was 
there. Then I thought I would do some­
thing on flood, but it stopped. 

Susan doesn't . . 
"I want to work for a newspaper 

after graduation," she continued. 

''I know it's really bad." 1-

Amother person remembers how · 
ticket taker last week swooned ov _ 
her brother Steve. 

"Ob, yeah, he comes across as 
good old country boy," her brown ey 
shoot up to the ceiling as she near 
falls back laughing. 

How did she like the Dole-Mondale 
debate the night before? 

"I didn't get to see all of it, 
heard it went very well." Her newi; 
cropped blonde hair casually 
her face ("I bad to cut it after the con­
vention. It took too long to fix for 
campaigning.") 

Admitting that her social life has de­
creased to nothing recently, she quotes 
her mother, Betty, "H you want to be 
selfish, you hate it (the campaigning). 

"But if you want what's best for 
America, there's no thinking about it." 

Despite a dozen staff members sur­
rounding the room, Susan laughs about 
an i.dentity crisis. 

"WITH MY ROOMMATES (she re­
cently from the White House to 
a townhouse with three girlfriends), 
I'm not even Susan Ford. I'm just Susan. 

"You know, if I take out my contacts, 
put on my glasses and blue jeans, no 
one knows who I am." 

While traveling Susan quickly learn­
ed that her absence was a costly bnr­
den on her roommates. 

"THAT'S WHY I MOVED out of the 
White House. I was secluded from col-
lege life. . . 

"It's a once in a lifettme 
(college). When I move to Kansas, 
be living alone. But I wn• take my cat 
and I just might sneak Liberty (the 
Fords' dog) along." , 

Staff member Lee Parker tells het 
the plane is leaving. 




