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MARATHON ROCK-Su!l8D Ford, claugbrer of President Fonl, gets an assist 
from Washington Redsldns running back Lury Brown as she helped 17 
Georgetown University students rock half.way around the clock to raise 
DlOlle7 for ddldren of servicemen mi98ing ... killed in action. Amana other 
celebrides who took '8rt in the rocking chair marathon sponsored by No 
Greater Love, a national noo.pnfit organizadon, were humorist Art Buch
wald, Lynda Johnson Robb and aolfer Lee Elder. 
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Digitized from Box 42 of the Sheila Weidenfeld Files at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library



Set to Rocle Around the Cloclc? 

Auocl1tec1 Press Photo 
Susan ·Ford, daughter of the President, gets assist from Wash
ington Redskins' Larry Brown during rocking chair fund-raising 
marathon in capital Marathon is sponsored by No Greater Love, 
which promotes programs of friendship and care for children 

of American servicemen killed or missing in action. 
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~ .. ook Around the Clock 
By Emily }'Uher 

The ~ students 
fllared -- U1eJ' 't'oluateered for a noon-ttll-mfd-
.nf.ght Rocktng Chair Mara
thon that there were duller 
W811 to wbDe Mrq a Sun
day efternooll. If the 12 
hours of rocking yesterday 
Jn CopleJ Ball ..rould not be 
the wildest llrt, at least it 
could be, they thought, time 
to lull their minda Jistlell 
before they 1eared up for 
exams next week. 

Even more, it would aid a 
1ood eauae: No Greater 
Love, a nonprbfit 99 per 
cent yolunt.eer orpniation 
devoted to earing for tlle 
ehlldren of American Mr'Y• 
icemen Jr:llled or mill1nl ID 
action Jn Solltheast Asia. 

So the 25 student IOCDn 
recraltff P1edie• from all 
the cbarltable IOull tJle7 
could flnd-41 for each hour 
they rocked; the peraon who 
made the most money wou:ld 
win the maratho~ 
skill was Irrelevant. Thell 
Lawrence J, Arata, the man 
who made PNsldent Kenne
dJ'• roeldDI ebair, donated 
an exact imitation of Kenne
dy's chair to the affair. A 
number of eel~brities showed 
up, not as conteatanta, but 
simply to sit Jn it for a abort 
stretch.. (Susan Ford came ID 
place of ber mother.) And 
after it had been IO blelled, 
it wu to be put up fOr auc
tion-all of wlllch brought 
No Greater Love about 
$4,000, estimated coordina
tor Carmella LaSpada. 

At the worst the rockers 
had expected sore aeata, or 
rocking chair aickJieu. But 
they discovered IOOJl enough 
that they had let them
selves In for a 12-hour bout 
with bofedom. 

"I can't bellen only two 
minutes have gone by," 
groaned Sten KerstOn at 
12:02 p.m. 

The rules forbade contest.
ants from quitting their 
chalrl for more titan five 
minutes per hour, and field 
that the cbaln were to be 
kept In eontlnuoua rocldnC 
motion. Othenrlae rockers 
could emplOJ any rocldnl ~ 
style, and bUIY themselves 
as they felt fit. 

Some gossiped, some re
played the Foreman fighta 
for each other, some da,.. 
dreamed, one atudied, an· 
other moozed, everyone 
chain·siPped c off e e ·and 
watched the pauage of cele
brities. "I don't know what 
I'm dolal here," uid lu
morfat Art Bucbwald u he 
rested from hll ltint in the 
celebrity chair. 6o ended 
the 'flrlt hour. 

By the third Jaour rockfnl 
wearlneu W8I ~ttinl in, 
and divenlom w-e l'llDDinl 
out. "rm iettbal llct, • 
moaned one wolllila. Ker
aton wu d1tNt be aaid, for 
a beer. 
butlooll ~,,.. llU'le to dQ 

~111.& ...... ~ 
lta.._ 
~'illd M •r 

and her son Mart, 11, were 
the most vigorou celebrltt 

=rs. They rocked to. 
er, with Mart OD the 
1 arm clln&lnir to hll 

mother's neck for d.r .ut• 
as She ln&de the chalt beoe 
back and torth llke a pendu· 
lUJ!l _• the !>lint. 
~ Mark aid 

that be cUchi't kilow 1iiuch 
abcnJt roctlnl, aild that he 
coa1Ct tblnt of better tbinjl 
to dQ-•'llte ebulnl eDWI, 
or plQlng In ,the hit, or 
JlQDplnJ olt bulJdlnp bl 
the-4: •••bile th• lrlttl• .,... tJOredom ,..., on. 
'fJt ,.'re ., to do ...... 
.. for JI ~· lltd 
Jt ........ GOW" decldtdl1 Joi. 
1-fbl Mt, 'M COUid at 

~:..r-.~r: 
~." 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHlNGTON 

April 22, 1975 

FROM: 

Pf/ER SORUM 

S~~'.'1' PORTER 

MEMORANDUM TO: 

Attached is additional information regarding 
Susan Ford's participation in the No Greater 
Love Rocking Chair Marathon. 

c: Sheila Weidenfeld 
Patti Matson 
~ancy Chirdon 
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National 
Advisory Council • 

George Allen 
Head Coach, Washington Redskins 

Arthur Ashe 
Johnny Bench 
Congressman Jack Brinkley 
Larry Brown 
Edward J. Carlough 
Will Chamberlain 
Colonel Fred Cherry, USAF 
Bill Cosby 
Bill Curry 

. Congressman Dan Daniel 
Rear Admiral Jeremiah Denton, USN 
Congressman William Dickinson 
Joe Di Maggio ' 
Marie Donohue 
Major General John Flynn, USAF 
Joe Frazier 
Bill Gallo 

President, National Cartoonists Society 

Richard C. Gerstenberg 
Board Chairman, General Motors 

Althea Gibson 
Kay lselin Gilman 
Senator Barry Goldwater 
Senator Robert Griffin 
Alphons Hackl 
Congressman F. Edward Hebert 
Conrad Hilton 
Senator Daniel Inouye 
Mrs. Lyndon B.Johnson 
John B. Kelly, Jr. 
Billy Kidd 
Bill Kilmer 
Mrs. Vince Lombardi 
Jack Lord 
Jerry Lucas 
John Lyons 
Commander John McCain, USN 
Howard McClennan 
Jim McKay 

TV Sportscaster 
Congressman G. V. Montgomery 
Keith Morris 
Joe Namath 
Congressman Thomas O'Neill 
Bobby Orr i 
Arnold Palmer ' 
Brant Parker 

Syndicated Cartoonist 
Joe Paterno 
Richard Petty 
Frank Raftery 
Orio Robertson 
Brooks Robinson 
Senator Hugh Scott " 
William Shoemaker 
O.J. Simpson 
Senator Strom Thurmond 
Lt. Colonel Terry Uyeyama, USAF 
Jerry West 
Ted Williams 
Congressman Bob Wilson 
•Partial Listing 

CARMELLA LaSPADA 
r'"h~1rm,".ln nf fhj:) P.n~rrt 

Inspired by the saying, Greater love has no man than this, that a man lay down his life for 
his friends, the people at No Greater Love sponsor programs of friendship and care for 
children of servicemen missing or killed in action, hospitalized veterans, Gls overseas and 
senior citizens without families. 

HANK AARON 
President 

April 22, 1975 

Dear Sue: 

Enclosed is the information on the Rocking Chair 
Marathon. 

We're delighted that Susan will be able to attend. 

Many thanks. 

CL/vgl 

Ms. Susan Porter 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

ROGER STAUBACH 
Vir.P. PresfdP.nt 

Sincerely, 

Cannella LaSpada 
National Coordinator 

[~Rt:Art:.~11750 New York Ave., N.W. 
J\t E \ Washington, D. C. 20006 
---~ (202) 785-4665 

REV. LOUIS SllVARY, S.J. 
fxecutive Vice President 

STfPHEN PALEY, ESQ. 
8P.1':ff'!'t~ ..... / 



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

WASHINGTON D.C. Sports stars, students and celebrities will' 
be rocking halfway around the clock at Georgetown University's Copley 
Hall Sunday, April 27, but the rocking won't be a music festival. 

It's a rocking chair fundraising marathon for No Greater Love, a 
national non-profit, tax-exempt organization which sponsors programs 
of friendship and care for ch~ldren of American ?ervicemen missing 
and killed in action. NGL was initiated in 1971 by America's top 
sports stars. 

Georgetown University students will keep their rocking chairs in 
motion from noon to midnight for pledges of support of $1.00/hour 
to No Greater Loye. 

Celebrities will drop by to do thei:i;- rocking in an exact copy of. 
the authentic custom upholstered John F. Kennedy Rocker crafted 
for our late President by Lawrence J •. Arata,. of McLean, Virginia. 

Larry Brown of the Washington Redskins, and a member of NGL's National 
Advisory Council, is the Chairman of the event. Wes Unseld of the 
Washington Bullets, Fred Thomas of WRC-TV news, Len Hathaway of 
WMAL radio, sports writer Bob Addie and syndicated cartoonists Bill 
Rechin(E Pluribus) and Brant Parker(The Wizard of ID) are members 
of the Marathon Committee. Georgetown student Committee members 
include Charles Fazio (Chairman), Peter Corrigan and Carla Perantoni. 

Art Buchwald will kick off the program and be the first celebrity 
to rock in the "Kennedy Rocker." Joining Buchwald in the Marathon 
will be Susan Ford, Lynda Johnson Robb,. Peter Jennings of AM-America, 
Members of Congress, Washington Redskins, syndicated cartoonists, 
sportswriters and sportscasters. In addition, there will be continuou~ 
live entertainment, movies shown and refre~hments served. Tom Curtis, 
WMAL-FM disc jockey will emcee the program. 

Baseball Home Run King Hank Aaron, President of No Greater Love 
said 11 It sure is great to see so many young men and women involved 
in the No Greater Love cause. And, as always, we are most apprcciativE 
of th~ many celebrities giving so freely of their valuable time 
to help us once again." · 
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ROCKING CHAIR MARATHON 

NO GREATER LOVE 
A nati"onal organization which sponsors programs of friend
ship and care for children of our servicemen missing and 
killed in action. It is 99% volunteer, non-profit, tax
exempt, and relies solely on contributions from the gen
eral public for support. 

TO RAISE MONEY FOR NGL 
To continue and expqnd our programs. ~11 proceeds from 
this event will be used for gifts and remembrances for the 
MIA/KIA children, printing and communications (postage and 
telephone) costs and maintaining our national office. 

SUNDAY, APRIL 27, 1975 
# 
· l~ NOON to 12 MIDNIGHT 

GEORGETOWN UNIVERSITY'S COPELY HALL 

GEORGETOWN UNIVERSITY STUDENTS 
SPORTS STARS AND OTHER CELEBRITIES 
Format: Georgetown students will keep their rocking chairs 
in motion for 12 hours for pledges of support of $1/hr on 
behalf of NGL. Celebrities will drop by ~uring the day to 
do their rocking in an exact copy of the-authentic custom 
upholstered John F. Kennedy Rocker crafted for our late 
President by Lawrence J. Arata. The chair which is being 
donated by Arata, will be auctioned off the following week. 
In addition, there will be continuous live entertainment, 
movies shown and refreshments served. 

WASHINGTON REDSKIN, LARRY BROWN 

Includes Wes Unseld of the Washington Bullets, Fred Thomas 
of WRC-TV, Len Hathaway of WMAL · radio, Sportswriter Bob ·Addie 
syndicated cartoonists Bill. Rechin (E Pluribus) and Brant 
Parker (The Wizard of ID) and Georgetown University student 
Charles Fazio. 

In addition to the Committee, Susan Ford and Art Buchwald 
will head the list of celebrity· rockers -- . which includes 
members of Congress, Washington Redskins, syndicated car
toonists, sportswriters and sportscasters. 

I 

MS. CARMELLA LaSPADA 
For further information, she may be contacted at 785-4665 
(day) or 966-1159 (evening) ~ 

' . 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 18, 1975 

MEMORANDUM TO : 

FROM : 

SUBJECT: 

P,.ER SORUM 

_sub~ PORTER 

Action Memo 

Susan Ford has accepted the following out-of-house invitation: 

EVENT: Rocking Chair Fund Raising Marathon 

GROUP : No Greater Love 

DATE: Sunday, April 27, 1975 

TIME : 2 :.00 p . m. 

PLACE: Copely Hall 
Georgetown University, D.C. 

CONTACT: Carmella LaSpada 
785-4665 (day) 
966-1159 (evening) 

COMMENTS: Susan Ford would like to drop by around 2 : 00 for this 
fund raising event on behalf of No Greater Love , a 
non-profit organization which sponsors programs of 
friendship and care for the children of servicemen 
missin~ or killed in action, veterans, etc. The file 
is attached. Thank you. 

• f 

c: BF Staff 
Red Cavaney 
Warren Rustand 
Bill Nicholson 
Rex Scouten 
Staircase 

. . 



Nation<1l 
Advisory Council * 

George Allen 
Head Coach, Washington Redskins 

Arthur Ashe 
Johnny Bench 
Congressman Jack Brinkley 
Larry Brown 
Edward J. Carlough 
Wilt Chamberlain 
Colonel Fred Cherry, USAF 
Bill Cosby 
Bill Curry 
Congressman Dan Daniel 
Rear Admiral Jeremiah Denton, USN 
Congressman William Dickinson 
Joe Di Maggio 
Marie Donohue 
Major General John Flynn, USAF 
Joe Frazier 
Bill Gallo 

Presidanl. National Cartoonists Society 

Richard C. Gerstenberg 
Board Chairman, General Motors 

Althea Gibson 
Kay lselin Gilman 
Senator Barry Goldwater 
Senator Robert Griffin 
Alphons Hackl 
Congressman F. Edward Hebert 
Conrad Hilton 
Senator Daniel Inouye 
Mrs. Lyndon B. Johnson 
John B. Kelly, Jr. 
Billy Kidd 
Bill Kilmer 
Mrs. Vince Lombardi 
Jack Lord 
Jerry Lucas 
John Lyons 
Commander John McCain, USN 
Howard Mcclennan 
Jim McKay 

TV Sportscaster 
Congressman G. V. Montgomery 
Keith Morris 
Joe Namath 
Cong•essman Thomas O'Neill 
Bobby Orr f 
Arnold Palmer • 
Brant Parker 

Syndicated Cartoonist 
Joe Paterno 
Richard Petty 
Frank Raftery 
Orio Robertson 
Brooks Robinson 
Senator Hugh Scott 
Will am Shoemaker 
OJ. Simpson 
Senator Strom Thurmond 
Lt Colonel Terry Uyeyama, USAF 
Jerry West 
Ted Will ams 
Co'1gre'>Sma'1 Bob Wilson 
• Partial Listinq 

CARMELLA LaSPADA 

-.t.s.. ct E'~D; Y' 
-+\-ou'.!....: ~ 

- ~Es.:R...t\ --
Inspired by the saying, Greater love has no man than this, that a man lay down his life for 
his friends, the people at No Greater Love sponsor programs of friendship and care for 
children of servicemen missing or killed in action, hospitalized veterans, Gls overseas and 
senior citizens without families. 

HANK AARON 
President 

Dear Susan : 

April 16, 1975 

e._unday, April 27, sports stars, celebrities and 
college students will be rocking around tbe clock 
{or the benefit of children of American servicemen 
J!!.issing in action. We would like you -- we neecr
you -- to be one of these celebrities to rock. How
ever, the rocking won't be a music festival. 

It's a rocking chair fundraising maratho~ at George
town Univ~s~--c:y.......-S-Copely Hall 1 f~p~G.r..e...~t~.E_Love 1 
a non-proflt , t ax-exempt organization which sponsors 
programs of friendship and care for these often
forgotten children. 

We hope you will be able to drop by for a few min
utes to rock in a special "celebrity" rocker-- an 
eX'act copy of the authentic custom µpholste~ed John 
F. Kennedy Rocker crafted for our late President by 
Lawrence J. Arata, of McLean, Virginia . 

From 12 noon to 12 midnight , Georgetown students will 
keep their rocking chairs in motion for pledges of $1/h1 
on behalf of NGL. There will be continuous live enter
tainment, movies shown and refreshments served. 

We would appreciate it if you could find 15 minutes on 
Sunday, April 27 to attend No Greater Love's Rocking 
Chair Marathon. Please let us know by Friday, April 
18: You may call Ms. Carmella LaSpada, coordinator of 
this event at 785-4665 (day) or 966-1159 (evening) • 

ld;f 
President 

Miss Susan Ford 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

ROGER STAUBACH 

. . 

~ 
Larry Brown 
Chairman 
Rocking Chair Marathon 

r -

l~~t A' t; '<..• 1750 New York Ave., N.W. 

I : E I Washington, D. C. 20006 
c .iV (202) 785-4665 

REV. LOUIS SAVARY, S.J. STEPH!:N PALEY, ESQ. 
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ROCKING CHAIR MARATHON 

NO GREATER LOVE 
A national organization which sponsors programs' of friend
ship and care for children of our servicemen missing and 
killed in action. It is 99% volunteer, non-profit, tax
exempt, and relies solely on contributions from the gen-
eral public for support. · 

TO RAISE MONEY FOR NGL 
To continue and expand our programs. All proceeds from 
this event will be used for gifts and remembrances for th~ 
MIA/KIA children, printing and communications (postage and 
telephone) costs and maintaining our national office. 

SUNDAY, APRIL 27, 1975 

12 NOON to 12 MIDNIGHT 

GEORGETOWN uNIVERSITY ! S COPELY .HALI ... 

GEORGETOWN UNIVERSITY STUDENTS 
SPORTS STARS AND OTHER CELEBRITIES 
Format: Georgetown students will keep their rocking chairs 
in motion for 12 hours for pledges of support of $1/hr on 
behalf of NGL. Celebrities will drop by during the day·to 
do their rocking in an exact copy of the authentic custom 
upholstered John F. Kennedy Rocker crafted for our late 
President by Lawrence J. Arata. The chair which is being 
donated by Arata, will be auctioned off the following week. 
In addition, there will be continuous live entertainment, 
movies shown and refreshments served. 

WASHINGTON REDSKIN, LARRY BROWN 
Art Buchwald will be pinch-hitting for No Greater Love's 
President Hank Aaron, who will be playing ball on that 
day, and launch the Marathon by being the first celebrity 
to rock in the Kennedy Rocker. 

MS . CARMELLA r,aSPADA 
For further information, she may be contacted at 785-4665 
{day) or 966-1159 (evening) • 

. . 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 18, 1975 

MEMORANDUM TO: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

P~ER SORUM 

sub~ PORTER 

Action Memo 

Susan Ford has accepted the following out-of-house invitation: 

EVENT: Rocking Chair Fund Raising Marathon 

GROUP: No Greater Love 

DATE: Sunday, April 27, 1975 

TIME: 2:00 p.m. 

PLACE: Copely Hall 
Georgetown University, D.C. 

CONTACT: Carmella LaSpada 
785-4665 (day) 
966-1159 (evening) 

COMMENTS: Susan Ford would like to drop by around 2:00 for this 
fund raising event on behalf of No Greater Love, a 
non-prof it organization which sponsors programs of 
friendship and care for the children of servicemen 
missin~ or killed in action, veterans, etc. The file 
is attached. Thank you. 

c: BF Staff 
Red Cavaney 
Warren Rustand 
Bill Nicholson 
Rex Scouten 
Staircase 

. . 



National 
Advisory Council * 

Gl?orge Alie., 
I• 1ad Coac'1, Washington Redskins 

Arthur Ashe 
Johnny Bench 
Congressman Jack Brinkley 
Larry Brown 
Edward J. Carlough 
Wilt Chamberlain 
Colonel Fred Cherry, USAF 
Bill Cosby 
Biil Curry 
Congressman Dan Daniel 
Rear Admiral Jeremiah Denton, USN 
Congressman William Dickinson 
Joe Di Maggio 
Marie Donohue 
Major General John Flynn, USAF 
Joe Frazier 
Bill Gallo 

President, National Cartoonists Society 

Richard C. Gerstenberg 
Board Chairman, General Motors 

Althea Gibson 
Kay lsel1n Gilman 
Senator Barry Goldwater 
Senator F« .. • rt Griffin 
Alphons ~lack! 
Congre~ .,,an F. Edward Hebert 
Conrad Hilton 
Senator Daniel Inouye 
Mrs. Lyndon B. Johnson 
John B. Kelly, Jr. 
Billy Kidd 
Bill Kilmer 
Mrs. Vince Lombardi 
Jack Lord 
Jerry Lucas 
John Lyons 
Commander John McCain, USN 
Howard McClennan 
Jim McKay 

TV Sportscaster 
Congre<;sman G. V. Montgomery 
Keith Morris 
Joe Namath 
Congressman Thomas O'Neill 
Bobby Orr f 
Arnold Palmer • 
Brant Parker 

Syndicated Certoonist 
Joe Paterno 
Richard Petty 
F- rank Raftery 
Orio Robertson 
Brooks Robinson 
Serator Hugh Scott 
William ShoP.maker 
O.J Si'r1pson 
Senator Strom Thurmond 
Lt Colo'lel Terry Uyeyarna, USAF 
JP.rry West 
Tej Will1aM5 
Congrf ssman Bob Wi!son 
• Partial L istmg 

-Acte~.> V-
-4-tou .._: CJ..:.oa. 

Inspired by the saying, Greater Jove has no man than this, that a man lay down his life for 
his friends, the people at No Greater Love sponsor programs of friendship and care for 
children of servicemen missing or killed in action, hospitalized veterans, Gls overseas and 
senior citizens without families. 

HANK AARON 
President 

Dear Susan: 

April 16, 1975 

§._unday, Apri1-21; sports stars, celebrities and 
college students will be rocking around the clock 
~or the benefit of children of American servicemen 
~issing in action. We would like you -- we need 
you -- to be one of these celebrities to rock. How
ever, the rocking won't be a music festival. 

It's a rocking chair fundraising marathon at George
~ Un_::yer~:tty' s . s;opely Har:!..1 ~or ~o G;Le~ter Lov~ 
a non-profrt, tax-exempt organization which sponsors 
programs of friendship and care for these often
forgotten children. 

We hope you will be able to drop by for a few min
utes to rock in a special ,,_celebrity" rocker-=- arr 
exact copy of the authentic custom µpholsteied John 
F. Kennedy Rocker crafted for our late President by 
Lawrence J. Arata., of McLean, Virginia. 

From 12 noon to 12 midnight, Georgetown students will 
keep their rocking chairs in motion for pledges of $1/hr 
on behalf of NGL. There will be continuous live enter
tainment, movies shown and refreshments served. 

We would appreciate it if you could find 15 minutes on 
Sunday, April 27 to attend No Greater Love's Rocking 
Chair Marathon. Please let us know by Friday, April 
18: .You may call Ms. Carmella LaSpada, coordinator of 
this event at 785-4665 (day) or 966-1159 (evening) . 

l?;: 
President 

Miss Susan Ford 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

~ 
Larry Brown 
Chairman 
Rocking Chair Marathon 

1750 New York Aye., N.W. 
Washington, D. C. 200t •3 
(202) 785-4665 

'11 !ELLA LaSPADA ____ ROGER STAUBACH REV. LOUIS SAVARY,~J. STEPtlEN PALEY, ;;;:;o. 

. . 
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ROCKING CHAIR MARATHON 

NO GREATER LOVE 
A national organization which sponsors programs of friend
ship and care for children of our servicemen missing and 
killed in action. It is 99% volunteer, non-profit, tax
exempt, and relies solely on contributions from the gen-
eral public for support . · 

TO RAISE MONEY FOR NGL 
To continue and expand our programs . All proceeds from 
this event will be used for gifts and remembrances for the 
MIA/KIA children , printing and communications (postage and 
telephone) costs and maintaining our national office . 

SUNDAY , APRIL 27 , 1975 

12 NOON to 12 MIDNIGHT 

GEORGETOWN UNIVERSITY STUDENTS 
SPORTS STARS AND OTHER CELEBRITIES 
Format : Georgetown students will keep their rocking chairs 
in motion for 12 hours for pledges of support of $1/hr on 
behalf of NGL . Celebrities will drop by during the· day to 
do their rocking in an exact copy of the authentic custom 
upholstered John F . Kennedy Rocker crafted for our late 
President by Lawrence J . Arata . The chair which is being 
donated by Arata, will be auctioned off the following week . 
In addition , there will be continuous live entertainment , 
movies shown and refreshments served . 

WASHINGTON REDSKIN, LARRY BROWN 
Art Buchwald will be pinch-hitting for No Greater L·ove ' s 
President Hank Aaron , who will be playing ball on that 
day , and launch the Marathon by being the first celebrity 
to rock in the Kennedy Rocker . 

MS. CARMELLA r,aSPADA 
For further information, she may be contacted at 785-4665 
(day) or 966-1159 (evening} • 

. . 
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HE}~ORAl'IDUN TO : 

FROM: 

SUBJEC'.I' : 

THE WHITE MOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 18 , 1975 

PlER SORUM 

SU'AN PORTER 
. I -
Action Memo -... 

Susan Ford has accepted the following out-of-house invitation: 

EVENT : Rocking Chair Fund Raising Marathon 

GROUP : No Greater Love 

DATE : Sunday, April 27, 1975 

TIME : 2 :00 p . m. 

PLACE: Copely Hall 
Georgetovm University, D.C. 

CONTACT: Carmella LaSpada 
785-4665 (day) 
966-1159 (evening) 

COMMENTS: Susan Ford would like to drop by around 2:00 for this 
fund raising event on behalf of No Greater Love, a 
non-profit organization which sponsors programs· of 
friendship and care for the children of servicemen 
missin~.or killed in action, veterans, etc . The file 
is attached. Thank you. 

c: BF Staff 
Red Cr.tvaney 
Warren Rus tand 
Bill Nicholson 
Rex Scouten 
Staircase 
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National 
Advisory Council• 

Georc ~Allen 
Head Co~c h, Washing loo Redskins 

Arthur Ashe 
Johnny Bench 
Congressman Jack Brinkley 
Larry Brown 
Edward J. Crrlough 
Wilt Cham lain 
Colonel Fr J Cherry, USAF 
Bill Cosby 
Bill Curry 
Congressman Dan Daniel 
Rear Admiral Jeremiah Denton, USN 
Congressman William Dickinson 
Joe Di Maggio 
Marie Donohue 
Major General John Flynn, USAF 
Joe Frazier 
Bill Gallo 

Pre5id·mt, Nati0nal Cartoonists Society 

Richard C. Gerstenberg 
Bc1rd ChAirman, General Motors 

Althea Gibson 
K'.ly lsclin Gilman 
Sc;nator BJ.rry Goldwater 
Senator Robert Griffin 
Alphons Hackl 
Congressman F. Edv;ard Hebert 
Conrad Hilton 
Senator Daniel Inouye 
Mrs. Lyndon B. Johnson 
John B. Kelly, Jr. 
Billy Kidd 
Bill Kilmer 
Mrs. Vince Lombardi 
Jack Lord 
Jerry Lucas 
John Lyons 
Commander John McCain, USN 
Howard McClcnnan 
Jim McKay 

TV Spo1 t5Co5ter 
Congressman G. V. Montgomery 
Keilh Morris 
Joe Namath 
Congress.man Thomas O'Neill 
Bobby Orr ,f.' 
Arnold Palmer 
Brant Parker 

Syn:hcat··d CnWJoni$t 
Joe Paterno 
Richard Petty 
Frar;k Ra1tory 
Orio Hobertson 
Amoks Robiri::on 
Sr:n1:r, flugh Scott 
Willia·n ShoE"rnaker 
o J S• PrYmn 
Sen l' )r Stron Thurrnorid 
Lt. Co11,, 1c;I l crry Uyeyarnr,, USAF 
J~•ry W<. ,I 
T .. J IN l18fl , 

Co• r'. · .rr n Bob 'Nil:;or 
• f G ff,ul f I ,/inf] 

- ~n-12 · 0> V" 
·tlo · >.. --: _ Cl: ~-:·c.J 

Inspired by the saying, Greate; love /las no man ft'ian this, that a man lay cl /tin his life for 
his friends, the paople at No Greater Love sponsor programs of friendsh!f.l and cam for 
children of servicemen missing or killed in action, hospitalized veterans, Gls ovarsea::. and 
senior citizens without families . 

HANK P.A!10N 
President 

Dear Susan: 

April 16, 1975 

~unday, April 27, sports stars, celebrities and 
college students will be rocJ_s:i_ng ci.~Ol1JJ .... cl,,:!;JJ~ __ q).Qck 
for ·the benefit of childr.CJLD£ ...Z\ro!='-i.ican servicemen· 
mi.SsJ..ng iil-a-C:tI0n:--we would like yo~--:.-=-weiie·e-a
you -- -to-be--one of these celebrities to rock. How
ever~ the rocking won't be a music festival. 

It's a_rocking chair fundraisinq_ m~!"at!:"-:.9..2 .a_t~G_E2_o~r_g._e_
~wn uni~~~Ty~ __ C_?p~y~~~-!.:~~-o~~lP __ Gx_e._~:t~£ L~i -
a non..:prof1.t, tax--exempt organization which sponsors 
programs of friendship ~nd care for these of ten
forgot ten children. 

We hope you will be able to drop :Qy for a few min
utes ·--ur-rock 1n·a-sJ2.?ciJlL'-'=Q..¢_JeI5rily-'r-rocReF·-
exact-'copy or- the authentic custOiilupnoTst:er'ed John 
F. Kennedy Rocker crafted for our l~te President by 
Lawrence J. Arata, of McLean, Virginia. 

From 12 noon to 12 midnight, Georgetown students will 
keep their rocking chairs in motion for pledges of $1/h:i 
on behalf of NGL. There will be continuous live enter
tainment, movies shown and refreshments served. 

We would ap~reciate it if you· could find 15 minutes on 
Sunday , April 27 to attend No Greater Love's Rocking 
Chair Marathon. Please let us know by Friday , April 
18;· .You may call Ms. Carmella LaSpada, coordinator of 
this event at 785-4665 (day} or 966-1159 (evening) . 

Sincerely , 

~({~ 
President 

Miss Susan Ford 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

. . 

~--Larry Brown 
Chairman 
Rocking Chair Marathon 

rr~ , .,1 1750 N<=>• y k A "l ' 11/ '(- r /'';.- , -.;;N Or. V8., I '.~ • 
1

1
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~TICIPAN'I'S 

\IR.MAN 

)RDINA'11 0H. 

FAC'l' SHEET 

ROCKING CIIAIR M.i-'\RATIION 

NO GREATER LOVE 
A national organization which sponsors programs"of friend
ship and care for children of our servicemen missing and 
killed in action . It is 99% volunteer, non-profiL, tax-

·exempt , and relies solely on contribu:tions from the gen-
eral public for support. · 

TO RAISE MONEY FOR NGL· 
To continue and expand our programs. All proceeds from 
this event will be u·sed for ·gifts and remerribra·nces for the 
MIA/I<IA children, printing and communications (postage anq 
telephone) costs and maintaining our national office. 

SUNDAY, APRIL 27, 1975 

12 NOON to 12 MIDNIGHT 

GEORGETOWN UNIVERSITY! S COf'ELY .HALT ... 

GEORGETOWN UNIVERSITY STUDENTS 
SPOR'l'S STARS AND O'IHER CELEBRITIES 
Format : Georgetown students will keep their rocking chairs 
in motion fbr 12 ~ours for pledges of support of $1/hr on 
behalf of NGL . Celebrities will drop by during the day to 
do their rocking in an exact copy of the authentic custom 
upholstered John F. I<ennedy Rocker crafted for our late 
President by Lawrence J. Arata. The chair which is being 
donated by Arata, will be auctioned off the following ·'i:Gek . 
In addition, there will be continuous live entertainment, 
movies shown and refreshments served. . . 

WASHINGTON REDSKIN, LARRY BROWN 
Art Buchwald will be pinch-hitting for No Greater Love 's 
Pres1dent Hank Aaron, who will be playing ball on that 
day, and launch the .Marathon by being the first celebrity 
to rock in the Kennedy Rocker . 

MS • CARMELLA I.asp ADJ\ 
For urthcr info; .atJ_on , sh0 may be contacted at 785-4665 
(day) or 966-1159 (evening) . 

. . 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

WASHINGTON 

April 25, 1975 

SUSAN FORD 

PETER SOR UM, 
F' 

YOUR PARTICIPATION IN THE 
"NO GREATER LOVE" ROCKING 
CHAffi FUND RAISING MARATHON 
Copely Hall, Georgetown University 
April 27, 1975 

Attached at TAB A is the proposed schedule for your participation 
in the "No Greater Love'' Rocking Chair Fund Raising Marathon. 

APPROVE DISAPPROVE ---

.. 
BACKGROUND 

No Greater Love is a non-profit tax-exempt organization which 
sponsors programs of friendship and care for the children of 
servicemen m.issing or killed in action. The Rocking Chair Fund 
Raising Marathon provides income to support this work through 
pledges from the public to students who will rock for 12 hours in 
hopes of raising $2, 000. 

..... r-··'·····1 
I 



1:45 pm 

2:00 pm 

2:05 pm 

• 

2:10 pm 

2:20 pm 

2:25 pm 

PROPOSED SCHEDULE 

SUSAN FORD'S PARTICIPATION IN THE 
11No GREATER LOVE 11 ROCEING CHAIR 

FUND RAISING MARATHON 
Copely Hall, Georgetown University 

Sunday, April 27, 1975 

Susan Ford boards motorcade on South Grounds. 

MOTORCADE DE PAR TS South Grounds en route 
Copely Hall, Georgetown University. 

[Driving time: 15 minutes] 

MOTORCADE ARRIVES Copely Hall, Georgetown 
University. 

Susan will be met by: 
Larry Brown, Chairman, Rocking Chair Marathon 

Susan, esc·orted by Larry Brown, proceeds to the 
Copely Hall Lounge. 

Susan arrives Copely Hall Lounger.and.proceeds to 
Celebrity Corner to greet participants. 

NOTE: Lee Elder, Mike Bragg, Brig Owens, 
Fred Thomas, and cartoonist Brant Parker 
(Wizard of Id) are among those scheduled to 
be in the corner at the time. 

Susan proceeds to the 11celebrity11 rocking chair and 
is seated. 

NOTE: While Susan is rocking, the 
road c?mpany of 11Grease 11 will perform. 

Susan concludes rocking and departs chair to greet 
students in other rocking chairs. 

Susan departs Copely Hall Lounge en route motorcade 
for boarding. 



2: 30 pm 

! 2:45 pm 
i 
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MOTORCADE DEPARTS Copely Hall en route 
South Grounds_. 

[Driving time: 15 minutes J 

MOTORCADE ARRIVES South Grounds. 
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