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Susan ).thf Fur

WASHINGTON (AP) — Su-
san Ford is getting a fur coat as
. a high school graduation gift
from her parents.

She has picked out a street-
length muskrat with fox trim.
her mother's press secretary,
Sheila Weidenfeld, said Tues-
day.
A New York furrier, Constan-
tino Christie, came to the White
House to show coats to the
President's daughter.

While they were looking over
his samples, a white mink
capelet caught First Lady Betty
Ford's fancy. She is hoping the
President will give it to her for
her birthday April 8. Mrs.
Weidenfeld said.
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By CLEVELAND AMORY
President of the Fund for Animals

Must We

Use Torture Traps to

Get Fur Co_ats.p

The common steel leghold trap inflicts brutal punishment on
wild animals caught in its jaws. But now a new and more hu-
mane trap makes its use unnecessary

oDAY, WOMEN are having sec-
I ond thoughts about fur coats.
Actress Mary Tyler Moore
voiced their concern in a national
ad. “Behind every beautiful wild
fur,” she said, “there is an ugly
story. It is a brutal, bloody, barbaric
story. The animal is not killed—it is
tortured to death. I don't think a
fur coat is worth it.”
The concern is not just for endan-
gered species—the leopard, say, or

cheetah or wolf. Tt goeswthe-heart

of the matter, the trapping.
Chances are that any animal
trapped in North America today is
caught in a steel leghold trap.
Deceptively simple in appearance, it
looks like an old-fashioned coin
purse with the cloth ripped off. The
jaws rest against a powerful spring,

cocked open by a small triggering
device called a pan. When an ani-
mal steps on the pan, the spring is
released and the jaws slam together
on his leg or paw like two dull
butcher knives. Any movement re-
sults in a cutting, tearing and saw-
ing of flesh and bone. The more he
struggles, the worse his pain. An oc-
casional animal has been known to
live for three weeks in such a trap.
But finally he dies of hunger, thirst,

~cold-or;-at-the hands-of-the-trapper,

by club.

The Fund for Animals estimates
that 25 million animals are killed
in leghold traps each year in this
country and Canada. Two of every
three are not even used for any pur-

pose. The trappers call them “trash.”

This includes birds and domestic an-
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imals. Onetime trapper Al O’Don-
nell describes a domestic cat caught
in the leghold: “One look was
enough to tell us how the cat had
suffered before dying. Bark was
clawed from the tree, the earth was
torn up. Pain was frozen in its
features.”

This cruelty is unnecessary. To-
day there are “humane” traps that
kill almost instantly. And precedent-
setting laws in more than a dozen
countries now forbid the leghold
trap.* The ideal would be to ban
the business of trapping wild ani-
mals by any means at all—to
switch completely from wild furs
to the increasingly popular artifi-
cial furs. But that is unlikely: U.S.
fur sales in 1972 were $355 million.
However, we can at least demand
that the fur business take stock of
and amend its practices.

This is not going to be easy. Fur
auctioneers, dealers and commission
houses are far removed from the
trapline and, in fairness, there is
much ignorance of the facts. For in-
stance, some furriers will tell yqu
that 8o percent of their animals are
not trapped but ranched. It is true
that most of the mink used in this
country (approximately g million in
the most recent season) are ranched.
But mink and chinchilla are virtual-
ly the only animals ranch grown.
More than 5 million muskrats and

*Among them: England, the Scandinavian
countries, West Germany, Hungary, Greece,
Kenya and Chile. A number of other coun-
tries permit legholds only in pest control
where rabies is prevalent.

1}, million each of raccoons and
nutria are trapped. Beaver and otter
are leghold trapped. So are almost
all of the “fun furs”—everything
from squirrel and weasel to skunk,
opossum, fox and even coyote.

Again, in fairness, it should be
noted that trapping is an ancient
trade and an honored tradition. The
first business venture to be launched
in the New World, chartered in
1670, was the Hudson’s Bay fur
company. And two million people
still trap at least part-time. Almost
all states allow anyone under 18 to
trap without a license.

On the encouraging side, many
trappers themselves have understood
the tragic implications of the fur
trade. One of these was Louis
Bonard, who willed his luigc for-
tune to help this country’s first ani-
mal-welfare society. Another is
Frank Conibear, a tall, lean man
from the Canadian West, now in
his 70s, who learned the ways of
animals from Indians. His traplines
were from 150 to 200 miles long, and
Conibear, in 32 years, traveled his
lines by foot and dogsled a distance
more than four times around the
world, But then, abruptly, he sat
down and wrote a pamphlet, Testi-
mony of a Trapper.

“It is sometimes said that wildlife
is cruel,” he wrote, “and that the
animals die a painful death any-
way, by the teeth and claws of pred-
ators. But the sufferings occasioned
by the common steel trap are incom-
parably greater.”

- Conibear kept records, did studies,
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