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American Broadcasting Company 1330 Avenue of the Americas New York. New York 10019 Telephone 212 LT1 -7777 

Mr. Jack Ford 
c/o Miss Sheila Weidenfeld 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Ford: 

September 1, 1976 

Re: P.J. AND THE PRESIDENT'S SON 
JACK FORD - CONSULTANT 

I enclose herewith five copies of the Agreement with respect to your 
services as consultant on the After School Special entitled P.J. AND 
THE PRESIDENT'S SON. Kindly cause three copies to be executed where 
indicated and returned to me for countersignature. If there are any 
questions, of course please call me. 

JSA/pm 
Enclosures (5) 

Very truly yours, 

~I~ 
Joan S. Aceste 
Program Attorney 

, 

Digitized from Box 40 of the Sheila Weidenfeld Files at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library
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American Broadcasting Company 1330 Avenue of the Americas New York. New York 10019 Telephone 212 LT1-7777 

Mr. Jack Ford 
c/o Miss Sheila Weidenfeld 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Ford: 

As of August 11, 1976 

Th.is will confirm our understanding with respect to your services as consultant 
on ABC's projected production of an After School Special formerly called 
PATTI AND THE PRESIDENT'S KID and now currently entitled P.J. AND THE 
PRESIDENT'S SON (the "Program"), which is as follows: 

1. SERVICES: ABC hereby -engages you as a Consultant on a non-exclusive free­
l~nce basis. You will be expected, as ABC may from time to time request, to meet 
and confer with ABC's programming staff and the author of the Program's script and 
will be responsible for reviewing various drafts of the script and offering 
'suggestions and criticisms of the materials contained therein. 

2. TERM: You will render these services at various intervals until completion 
of the production of the Program. Completion is tentatively scheduled to take 
place during this Fall. ABC hereby acknowledges that you have heretofore rendered 
a part of the aforementioned services. 

3. COMPENSATION: For all the services you at·e to render hereunder ABC will pay 
you the total sum of One Thousand ($1,000.00) Dollars upon the full execution of 
this letter agreement. All payments hereunder are subject to any and all withholdings 
and deductions required by law. 

4. USE OF YOUR NAME: ABC has the right to g:.ve screen credit to you as a 
Consultant and to publicize the consultation as it deems appropriate. 

5. PREPARATION OF A FORWARD: You have also agreed to consider writing a Forward 
to a novelization of the script, if and when publication of such novel is arranged. 
For this service, you will be paid the additional sum of Two Hundred a~d Fifty 
($250.00) Dollars. 

6. PERSONAL S:RVICES: Your personal services are of the essence to this Agr~ement. 

7. USE OF SERVICES: ABC shall not be obligated to use the results of your services 
or any materials that you may supply in connection therewith. Payment of the 
compensation set forth in paragraphs 3 and 5 hereof, shall fully discharge ABC of 
all its obligations hereunder. 

, 
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8. WARRANTIES: You warrant that you are free to enter into this Agreement and that 
you will not do or permit any act which will interfere with the full performance of 
your services he1·eunder or ABC's exercise of its rights herein granted. You warrant 
that any material you may supply in connection with your services hereunder shall be 
your own (except for material in the public domain) and will not violate the rights 
to any person, corporation, partnership or other business entity. 

9. INDEMNITY: You shall at all time's defend, indemnify and hold harmless ABC, its 
licensees, sponsors and assigns, and directors, officers, employees and agents of 
the same harmless from all claims, liab~lities, damages, costs and legal fees 
arising out of any breach by you of any warranty or agreement made by you herein. 

10. ASSIGNMENT: ABC shall have the right to assign, license, or otherwise transfer 
this Agreement, in whole or in part, or any or all of ABC's rights hereunder to any • 
person, corporation., partnership, joint venture or other business entity and shall 
have the right to delegate thereto any or all of its obligations hereunder. No 
such assignment or delegation shall, however, relieve ABC of its obligations here­
under. You agree that this Agreement is personal to you and that neither this 
Agreement nor any of your rights hereunder may be assigned or otherwise transferred 
by you, except that you may assign any right to receive payment hereunder from ABC, 
provided that su~h assignment shall specifically be made subject to ABC's rights 
hereunder. You further agree that none of your obligations under this Agreement 
may be delegated by you. 

11. FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS ACT: You hereby acknowledge that you are aware that it 
is a criminal offense under the Federal Connnunications Act, as amended, for any 
person, in connection with the production or preparation of any television program, 
to accept or pay any money, service or other valuable consideration for the 
inclusion of any plug, reference, production identification or other matter as a 
part of such program, unless such acceptance or payment is disclosed in the manner 
required by law. You further understand that it is the policy of ABC not tc, permit 
the acceptance or payment of any such considerat~on and that any such acceptance or 
payment will be cause of immediate terminatior .. of this Agreement. Without limiting 
the foregoing, you expressly agree not to accept or pay, or agree to pay, any such 
consideration. 

12. NOTICES: Service of all notices under this Agreement shall be given in writing 
by personal delivery, regular or certified mail, or by telegram, to you or to ABC, 
as the case may be, at the respective addresses of the parties as herein set forth. 
Mailed notice shall be deemed to have been given on the date of posting if by mail, 
or of a deposit with a telegraph office, if by telegram. 

13. APPLICABLE LAW: This Agreement and all matters collateral hereto shall be 
governed and construed under and in accordance with the laws of the state of New York 

08 applicable to the execution and full performance therein of contracts. 
24 ... 
76 



08 
24 
76 

-3-

14. COMPLETE AGREEMENT: This Agreement contains the entire understanding of the 
parties hereto and supersedes all prior agreements, whether oral or written, 
pertaining to the subject matter hereof; it mey not be modified or varied except 
by a writing executed by the party to be charged. Paragraph headings are inserted 
only for. convenience and shall not be used to interpret any of the provisions 
hereof or be given any legal or other effect whatsoever. No waiver by either 
party hereto of any breach of any of.the terms, conditions or warranties contained 
herein shall be deemed a waiver of any preceding or succeeding breach of the same 
or any other term, condition or warranty. 

Would you kindly sign where provided below to indicate your understanding of the 
above and acceptance of its contents. 

AGREED AND ACCEPTED: 

JACK FORD 

Yours truly, 

AMERICAN BROADCASTING COMPANY 
a division of American Broadcasting 
Companies, Inc.· 

, 



American Broadcasting Company 1330 Avenue of the Americas New York. New York 10019 Telephone 212 LTl-7777 

Mr. Jack Ford 
c/o Miss Sheila Weidenfeld 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Ford: 

As of August 11, 1976 

This will confirm our understanding with respect to your services as consultant 
on ABC's projected production of an After School Special formerly called 
PATTI AND THE PRESIDENT'S KID and now currently entitled P.J_ AND THE 
P~SIDENT'S SON (the "Program"), which is as follows: 

1. SERVICES: ABC hereby engages you as a Consultant on a non-exclusive free­
_1-_anc_~ basis. You will be expected, as ABC may from time to time request, to meet 
and confer with ABC's programming staff and the author of the Program's script and 
will be responsible for reviewing various drafts of the script and offering 
suggestions and criticisms of the materials contained therein. 

2. TERM: You will render these services at various intervals until completion 
of the production of the Program. Completion is tentatively scheduled to take 
place during this Fall. ABC hereby acknowledges that you have heretofore rendered 
a part of the aforementioned services. 

3. COMPENSATION: For all the services you are to render hereunder ABC will pay 
you the total sum of One Thousand ($1,000.00) Dollars upon the full execution of 
this letter agreement. All payments hereunder are subject to any and all withholdings 
and deductions required by law. 

4. USE OF YOUR NAME: ABC has the right to give screen credit to you as a 
Consultant and to publicize the consultation as it deems appropriate. 

5. PREPARATION OF A FORWARD: You have also agreed to consider writing a Forward 
to a ~ovelization of the script, if and when publication of such novel is arranged. 
For this service, you will be paid the additional sum of Two Hundred a~d Fifty 
($250.00) Dollars. 

6. PERSONAL SERVICES: Your personal service:3 are of the essence to this ;:grcement. 

7. USE OF SERVICES: ABC shall not be obligated to use the results of your services 
or any materials that you may supply in connection therewith. Payment of the 

08 compensation set forth in paragraphs 3 and 5 h~reof, shall fully discharge ABC of 
24 all its obligations hereunder. 
76 

, 



-2-

8. WARRANTIES: You warrant that you are free to enter into this Agreement and that 
you will not do or permit any act which will interfere with the full performance of 
your services hereunder or ABC's exercise of its rights herein granted. You warrant 
that any material you may supply in connection with your services hereunder shall be 
your own (except for material in the public domain) and will not violate the rights 
to any person, corporation, partnership or other business entity. 

9. INDEMNITY: You shall at all times defend, indemnify and hold harmless ABC, its 
licensees, sponsors and assigns, and directors, officers, employees and agents of 
the same harmless from all claims, liabilities, damages, costs and legal fees 
arising out of any breach by you of any warranty or agreement made by you herein. 

10. ASSIGNMENT: ABC shall have the right to assign, license, or otherwise transfer 
this Agreement, in whole or in part, or any or all of ABC's rights hereunder to any· 
person, corporation, partnership, joint venture or other business entity and shall 
have the right to delegate thereto any or all of its obligations hereunder. No 
such assignment or delegation shall, however, relieve ABC of its obligations here­
under. You agree that this Agreement is personal to you and that neither this 
Agreement nor any of your rights hereunder may be assigned or otherwise transferred 
by you, except that you may assign any right to receive payment hereunder from ABC, 
provided that such assignment shall specifically be made subject to ABC's rights 
hereunder. You further agree that none of your obligations under this Agreement 
may be delegated by you. 

11. FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS ACT: You hereby acknowledge that you are aware that it 
is a criminal offense under the Federal Connnunications Act, as amended, for any 
person, in connection with the production or preparation of any television program, 
to accept or pay any money, service or other valuable consideration for the 
inclusion of any plug, reference, production identification or other matter as a 
part of such program, unless such acceptance or payment is disclosed in the manner 
required by law. You further understand that it is the policy of ABC not to permit 
the acceptance or payment of any such consideration and that any such acceptance or 
payment will be cause of immediate termination of this Agreement. Without limiting 
the foregoing, you expressly agree not to accept or pay, or agree to pay, any such 
consideration. 

12. NOTICES: Service of all notices under this Agreement shall be given in writing 
by per.sonal delivery, regular or certified mail, or by telegram, to you or to ABC, 
as the case may be, at the respective addresses of the parties as herein set forth. 
Mailed notice shall be deemed to have been given on the date of posting if by mail, 
or of a deposit with a telegraph office, if by telegram. 

13. APPLICABLE LAW: This Agreement and all II.atters collateral hereto shall be 
governed and construed under and in accordance with the laws of the state of New York 

08 applicable to the execution and full performance therein of contracts. 
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14. COMPLETE AGREEMENT: This Agreement contains the entire understanding of the 
parties hereto and supersedes all prior agreements, whether oral or written, 
pertaining to the subject matter hereof; it may not be modified or varied e~cept 
by a writing executed by the party to be charged. Paragraph headings are inserted 
only for convenience and shall not be used to interpret any of the provisions 
hereof or be given any legal or other effect whatsoever. No waiver by either 
party hereto of any breach of any of the terms, conditions or warranties contained 
herein shall be deemed a waiver of any preceding or succeeding breach of the same 
or any other term, condition or warranty. 

Would you kindly sign where provided below to indicate your understanding of the 
above and acceptance of its contents. 

AGREED AND ACCEPTED: 

JACK FORD 

Yours truly, 

AMERICAN BROADCASTING COMPANY 
a division of American Broadcasting 
Companies, Inc. 

, 
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American Broadcasting Company 1330 Avenue of the Americas New York. New York 10019 Telephone 212 L T1-7777 

As of August 11, 1976 

Mr. Jack Ford 
c/o Miss Sheila Weidenfeld 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Ford: 

Th.is will confirm our understanding with respect to your services as consultant 
on ABC's projected production of an After School Special formerly called 
PATTI AND THE PRESIDENT'S KID and now currently entitled P.J. AND THE 

. PRESIDENT'S SON (the "Program"), which is as follows: 

1. SERVICES: ABC hereby engages you as a Consultant on a non-exclusive free­
!~~ce ~asis. You will be expected, as ABC may from time to time request, to meet 
and confer with ABC's programming staff and the author of the Program's script and 
will be responsible for reviewing various drafts of the script and offering 
suggestions and criticisms of the materials contained therein. 

2. TERM: You will render these services at various intervals uµtil completion 
of the production of the Program. Completion is tentatively scheduled to t.1ke 
place during this Fall. ABC hereby acknowledges that you have heretofore rendered 
a part of the aforementioned services. 

3. COMPENSATION: For all the services you are. to render hereunder ABC will pay 
you the total sum of One Thousand ($1,000.00) Dollars upon the full execution of 
this letter agreement. All payments hereunder are subject to any and all withholdings 
and deductions tequired by law. 

4. USE OF YOUR NAME: ABC has the right to give screen credit to you as a 
Consultant and to publicize the consultation as it deems appropriate. 

5. PREPARATION OF A FORWARD: You have also agreed to consider writing a Forward 
to a novelization of the script, if and when publication of such novel is a~ranged. 
For this service, you will be paid the additional sum of Two Hundred a~d Fifty 
($250.00) Dollars. 

6. PERSONAL SERVICES: Your personal services are of the essence to this ~greement. 

7. USE OF SERVICES: ABC shall not be obligated to use the results of your services 
or any materials that you may supply in connection therewith. Payment of the 
compensation set forth in paragraphs 3 and 5 h~reof, shall fully discharge ABC of 
all its obligations hereunder. 

, 
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8. WARRANTIES: You warrant that you are free to enter into this Agreement and that 
you will not do or permit any act which will interfere with the full performance of 
your services hereunder or ABC's exercise of its rights herein granted. You warrant 
that any material you may supply in connection with your services hereunder shall be 
your own (except for material in the public domain) and will not violate the rights 
to any person, corporation, partnership or other business entity. 

9. INDEMNITY: You shall,at all times defend, indemnify and hold harmless ABC, its 
licensees, sponsors and assigns, and directors, officers, employees and agents of 
the same harmless from all claims, liabilities, damages, costs and legal fees 
arising out of any breach by you of any warranty or agreement made by you herein. 

10. ASSIGNMENT: ABC shall have the right to assign, license, or otherwise transfer 
this Agreement, in whole or in part, or any or all of ABC's rights hereunder to any· 
person, corporation, partnership, joint venture or other business entity and shall 
have the right to delegate thereto any or all of its obligations hereunder. No 
such assignment or delegation shall, however, relieve ABC of its obligations here-
under. You agree that this Agreement is personal to you and that neither this 
Agreement nor any of your rights hereunder may be assigned or otherwise transferred 
by you, except that you may assign any right to receive payment hereunder from ABC, 
provided that such assignment shall specifically be made subject to ABC's rights 
hereunder. You further agree that none of your obligations under this Agreement 
may be delegated by you. 

11. FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS ACT: You hereby acknowledge that you are aware that it 
is a criminal offense under the Federal Communications Act, as amended, for any 
person, in connection with the production or preparation of any television program, 
to accept or pay any money, service or other vuluable consideration for the 
inclusion of any plug, reference, production identification or other matter as a 
part of such program, unless such acceptance or payment is disclosed in the manner 
required by law. You further understand that Lt is the policy of ABC not tu permit 
the acceptance or payment of any such consideration and that any such acceptance or 
payment will be cause of immediate termination of this Agreemen!:. Without ::_imit ing 
the foregoing, you expressly agree not to accept or pay, or agree to pay, ar.y such 
consideration. 

12. NOTICES: Service of all notices under this Agreement shall be given in writing 
by personal delivery, regular or certified mail, or by telegram, to you or to ABC, 
as the case may be, at the respective addresses of the parties as herein set forth. 
Mailed notice shall be deemed to have been given on the date of posting if by mail, 
or of a deposit with a telegraph office, if by telegram. 

13. APPLICABLE LAW: This Agreement and all matters collateral hereto shall be 
governed and construed under and in accordance with the laws of the state of New York 

08 applicable to the execution and full performance therein of contracts. 
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14. COMPLETE AGREEMENT: This Agreement contains the entire understanding of the 
parties hereto and supersedes all prior agreements, whether oral or written. 
pertaining to the subject matter hereof; it may not be modified or varied e~cept 
by a writing executed by the party to be charged. Paragraph headings are inserted 
only for convenience and shall not be used to interpret any of the provisions 
hereof or be given any legal or other effect whatsoever. No waiver by either 
party hereto of any breach of any of the terms, conditions or warranties contained 
herein shall be deemed a waiver of any preceding or succeeding breach of the same 
or any other term, condition or warranty. 

Would you kindly sign where provided below to indicate your understanding of the 
above and acceptance of its contents. 

AGREED AND ACCEPTED: 

JACK FORD 

Yours truly, 

AMERICAN BROADCASTING COMPANY 
a division of American Broadcasting 
Companies, Inc. 

, 



American Broadcasting Company 1330 Avenue of t~1e Americas New York. New York 10019 Telephone 212 LT1-7777 

Mr. Jack Ford 
c/o Miss Sheila Weidenfeld 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Ford: 

As of August 11, 1976 

This will confirm our understanding with respect to your services as consultant 
on ABC's projected production of an After School Special formerly called 
PATTI AND THE PRESIDENT'S KID and now currently entitled P.J. AND THE 
PRESIDENT'S SON (the "Program"), which is as follows: 

1. SERVICES: ABC hereby -engages you as a Consultant on a non-exclusive free­
l~nce basis. You will be expected, as ABC may from time to time request, to meet 
and confer with ABC's programming staff and the author of the Program's script and 
will be responsible for reviewing various drafts of the script and offering 
suggestions and criticisms of the materials contained therein. 

2. TERM: You will render these services at various intervals until completion 
of the production of the Program. Completion is tentatively scheduled to take 
place during this Fall. ABC hereby acknowledges that you have heretofore rendered 
a part of the aforementioned services. 

3. COMPENSATION: For all the services you are to render hereunder ABC will pay 
you the total sum of One Thousand ($1,000.00) Dollars upon the full execution of 
this letter agreement. All payments hereunder are subject to any and all withholdings 
and deduct ions r·~qu ired by law. 

4. USE OF YOUR NAME: ABC has the right to give screen credit to you as a 
Consultant and to publicize the consultation as it deems appropriate. 

5. PREPARATION OF A FORWARD: You have also agreed to consider writing a Forward 
to a novelization of the script, if and when publication of such novel is arranged. 
For this service, you will be paid the additional sum of Two Hundred a~d Fifty 
($250.00) Dollars. 

6. PERSONAL SERVICES: Your personal services are of the essence to this Agreement. 

7. USE OF SERVICES: ABC shall not be obligated to use the results of your services 
or any materials that you may supply in connection therewith. Payment of the 

08 compensation set forth in paragraphs 3 and 5 h~reof, shall fully discharge ABC of 
24 all its obligations hereunder. 
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8. WARRANTIES: You warrant that you are free to enter into this Agreement and that 
you will not do or permit any act which will interfere with the full performance of 
your services hereunder or ABC's exercise of its rights herein granted. You warrant 
that any material you may supply in connection with your services hereunder shall be 
your own (except for material in the public domain) and will not violate the rights 
to any person, corporation, partnership or other business entity. 

9. INDEMNITY: You shall at all time's defend, indemnify and hold harmless ABC, its 
licensees, sponsors and assigns, and directors, officers, employees and agents of 
the same harmless from all claims, liab~lities, damages, costs and legal fees 
arising out of any breach by you of any warranty or agreement made by you herein. 

10. ASSIGNMENT: ABC shall have the right to assign, license, or otherwise transfer 
this Agreement, in whole or in part, or any or all of ABC's rights hereunder to any • 
person, corporation, partnership, joint venture or other business entity and shall 
have the right to delegate thereto any or all of its obligations hereunder. No 
such assignment or delegation shall, however, relieve ABC of its obligations here­
under. You agree that this Agreement is personal to you and that. neither this 
Agreement nor any of your rights hereunder may be assigned or otherwise transferred 
by you, except that you may assign any right to receive payment hereunder from ABC, 
provided that su~h assignment shall specifically be made subject to ABC's rights 
hereunder. You further agree that none of your obligations under this Agreement 
may be delegated by you. 

11. FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS ACT: You hereby acknowledge that you are aware that it 
is a criminal offense under the Federal Connnunications Act, as amended, for any 
person, in connection with the production or preparation of any television program, 
to accept or pay any money, service or other valuable consideration for the 
inclusion of any plug, reference, production identification or other matter as a 
part of such pro~ram, unless such acceptance or payment is disclosed in the manner 
required by law. You further understand that it is the policy of ABC not to permit 
the acceptance or payment of any such conside:r.ati,on and that any such acceptance or 
payment will be cause of inunediate terminatiou of this Agreement. Without limiting 
the foregoing, you expressly agree not to accept or pay, or agree to pay, any such 
consideration. 

12. NOTICES: Service of all notices under this Agreement shall be given in writing 
by personal delivery, regular or certified mail, or by telegram, to you or to ABC, 
as the case may be, at the respective addresses of the parties as herein set forth. 
Mailed notice shall be deemed to have been given on the date of posting if by mail, 
or of a deposit with a telegraph office, if by telegram. 

13. APPLICABLE LAW: This Agreement and all matters collateral hereto shall be 
governed and construed under and in accordance with the laws of the state of New York 

08 applicable to the execution and full performance therein of contracts. 
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14. COMPLETE AGREEMENT: This Agreement contains the entire understanding of the 
parties hereto and supersedes all prior agreements, whether oral or written, 
pertaining to the subject matter hereof; it may not be modified or varied except 
by a writing executed by the party to be charged. Paragraph headings are inserted 
only for convenience and shall not be used to interpret any of the provisions 
hereof or be given any legal or other effect whatsoever. No waiver by either 
party hereto of any breach of any of, the terms, conditions or warranties contained 
herein shall be deemed a waiver of any preceding or succeeding breach of the same 
or any other term, condition or warranty. 

Would you kindly sign where provided below to indicate your understanding of the 
above and acceptance of its contents. 

AGREED AND ACCEPTED: 

JACK FORD 

Yours truly, 

AMERICAN BROADCASTING COMPANY 
a division of American Broadcasting 
Companies, Inc.· 

, 
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American Broadcasting Company 1330 Avenue of the Americas New York. New York 10019 Telephone 212 LT1-7777 

Mr. Jack Ford 
c/o Miss Sheila Weidenfeld 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Ford: 

As of August 11, 1976 

Th.is will confirm our understanding with respect to your services as consultant 
on ABC's projected production of an After School Special formerly called 
PATTI AND THE PRESIDENT'S KID and now currently entitled P.J. AND THE 
PRESIDENT'S SON (the "Program"), which is as follows: 

1. SERVICES: ABC hereby engages you as a Consultant on a non-exclusive free­
!~~c~ basis. You will be expected, as ABC may from time to time request, to meet 
and confer with ABC's programming staff and the author of the Program's script and 
.will be responsible for reviewing various drafts of the script and offering 
:suggestions and criticisms of the materials contained therein. 

2. TERM: You will render these services at various intervals until completion 
of the production of the Program. Completion is tentatively scheduled to take 
place during thfa Fall. ABC hereby acknowledges that you have heretofore rendered 
a part of the af,lrement ioned services. 

3. COMPENSATION: For all the services you are to render hereunder ABC will pay 
you the total sum of One Thousand ($1,000.00) Dollars upon the full execution of 
this letter agreement. All payments hereundet are subject to any and all withholdings 
and deductions required by law. 

4. USE OF YOUR NAME: ABC has the right to give screen credit to you as a 
Consultant and to publicize the consultation as it deems appropriate. 

5. PREPARATION OF A FORWARD: You have also agreed to consider writing a Forward 
to a ~ovelization of the script, if and when publication of such novel is arranged. 
For this service. you will be paid the additional sum of Two Hundred a~d Fifty 
($250.00) Dollars. 

6. PERSONAL SERVICES: Your personal services are of the essence to this ~\greement. 

7. USE OF SERVICES: ABC shall not be obligated to use the results of your services 
or any materials that you may supply in connection therewith. Payment of the 

08 compensation set forth in paragraphs 3 and 5 lwreof, shall fully discharge ABC of 
24 all its obligations hereunder. 
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8. WARRANTIES: You warrant that you are free to enter into this Agreement and that 
you will not do or permit any act which will interfere with the full performance of 
your services hereunder or ABC's exercise of its rights herein granted. You warrant 
that any material you may supply in connection with your services hereunder shall be 
your own (except for material in the public domain) and will not violate the rights 
to any person, corporation, partnership or other business entity. 

9. INDEMNITY: You shall at all times defend, indemnify and hold harmless ABC, its 
licensees, sponsors and assigns, and directors, officers, employees and agents of 
the same harmless from all claims, liabilities, damages, costs and legal fees 
arising out of any breach by you of any warranty or agreement made by you herein. 

10. ASSIGNMENT: ABC shall have the right to assign, license, or otherwise transfer 
this Agreement, in whole or in part, or any or all of ABC's rights hereunder to any • 
person, corporation, partnership, joint venture or other business entity and shall 
have the right to delegate thereto any or all of its obligations hereunder. No 
such assignment or delegation shall, however, relieve ABC of its obligations here­
under. You agree that this Agreement is personal to you and that neither this 
Agreement nor any of your rights hereunder may be assigned or otherwise transferred 
by you, except that you may assign any right to receive payment hereunder from ABC, 
provided that such assignment shall specifically be made subject to ABC's rights 
hereunder. You further agree that none of your obligations under this Agreement 
may be delegated by you. 

11. FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS ACT: You hereby acknowledge that you are aware that it 
is a criminal offense under the Federal Connnunications Act, as amended, for any 
person, in conne~tion with the production or preparation of any television program, 
to accept or pay any money, service or other v~luable consideration for the 
inclusion of any plug, reference, production identification or other matter as a 
part of such program, unless such acceptance or payment is disclosed in the manner 
required by law. You further understand that it is the policy of ABC not to permit 
the acceptance or payment of any such consideration and that any such acceptance or 
payment will be cause of immediate termination of this Agreement. Without limiting 
the foregoing, y0u expressly agree not to accept or pay, or agree to pay, any such 
consideration. 

12. NOTICES: Service of all notices under this Agreement shall be given in writing 
by per.sonal delivery, regular or certified mail, or by telegram, to you or to ABC, 
as the case may be, at the respective addresses of the parties as herein set forth. 
Mailed notice shall be deemed to have been given on the date of posting if by mail, 
or of a deposit with a telegraph office, if by telegram. 

13. APPLICABLE LAW: This Agreement and all n:.atters collateral hereto shaH be 
governed and construed under and in accordance with the laws of the state of New York 

08 applicable to the execution and full performance therein of contracts. 
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14. COMPLETE AGREEMENT: This Agreement contains the entire understanding of the 
parties hereto and supersedes all prior agreements, whether oral or written, 
pertaining to the subject matter hereof; it may not be modified or varied e~cept 
by a writing executed by the party to be charged. Paragraph headings are inserted 
only for convenience and shall not be used to interpret any of the ~revisions 
hereof or be given any legal or other effect whatsoever. No waiver by either 
party heretp of any breach of any of the terms, conditions or warranties contained 
herein shall be deemed a waiver of any preceding or succeeding breach of the same 
or any other term, condition or warranty. 

Would you kindly sign where provided below to indicate your understanding of the 
above and acceptance of its contents. 

AGREED AND ACCEPTED: 

JACK FORD 

Yours truly, 

AMERICAN BROADCASTING COMPANY 
a division of American Broadcasting 
Companies, Inc. 

, 



ABC Entertainment 1330 Avenue of the Americas NewYork, New York 10019 Telephone 212 LT1-7777 

Squire D. Rushnell 
Vice President, Children's Programs 

April 2, 1976 

Ms. Sheila Weidenfeld 
The Whitehouse 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sheila: 

Awfully nice talking with you today. 

Attached please find a copy of "PADDY AND THE PRESIDENT'S 
KID", a script for which we would be interested in 
hiring Jack Ford as consultant. 

Also, attached is the information regarding the upcoming 
ABC Afterschool Special, "BLIND SUNDAY'', plus a couple 
of past ones. 
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After School.Special is above standard 
By BILL CARTER 

The most difficult area of 
programming for the TV 
think people seems to be that 
in-between audience of kids 
too old for cartoon foolishness 
and too young to be "lowest 
common denominators." 

All three of the networks 
are trying to enter that post­
kiddie, pre-adult world with 
programming that is at times 
far more sensitive and artistic 
than the stuff dished out to the 
masses at night. 
ABC has been particularly 
strong in this area with its se­
ries of After School Specials. 
It is a concept that shows a lot 
of imagination for TV execu· 
tives, a direct appeal to a spe­
cialized audience. . 

These After School Spe­
cials may be a sign of things 
to come. 

For now they are very 
worth considering among the 
more serious efforts of televi­
sion these days. 

Tomorrow at 4.30 P.M. on 

Channel 13, ABC is presenting 
a show in this series that has 
already received a lot of at­
tention. "Me and Dad's New 
Wife" takes up an issue that is 
well beyond the range of the 
Saturday morning cartoons. 

There are enough divorces 
in this country now to make 
the problem of the ·child cop- . 
ing with this separation a very 
comprehensive one. And this 
show obviously means to be 
instructive as well as enter· 
taining. 

ThiS show, like most in this 
series, appears to be aimed at 
a junior high school type aud1· 
ence, kids maybe from 11 to 
13. It is a tough age for any 
child, but for one in the 
strange world of a divo~ced 
home it must be especially 
difficult. 

"Me and Dad's New Wife" 
concerns Nina, a very cute, 
sensitive, somewhat shy girl 
of about 12 who has to deal 
with a very unsettling prob­
lem. Not only is the father 

children's j>rOgramming 
who she loves very much sep­
arated from the mother who 
she loves very much, but he 
has remarried, and to a wom· 
an who already has her own 
family. 

That premise leaves the 
door open to a superior exam­
ination of a child's emotional 
maturing, but this show has a 

' lot of trouble coming to grips 
with that theme. 

Instead of a direct, serious 
approach to the subject, there 
is a lot of dancing around it. 

~ The producers obviously felt 
I they had to be very gentle 

with this idea and they may 
know what they are doing. But 
they . almost undercut the 
effectiveness of the whole 
show with a series of contriv­
ances that may strike even a 
young audience as awfully un· 
likely. 

It seems that Nina returns 
to school after a summer to 
discover that her new teacher 
is actually the woman her 
father has just marr.ed. This 
might happen in a sit-com but 
in real life it would be far. 
fetched indeed. 

Well Nina and her friends 
are so upset by this turn of 
events they decide to make 
life hellish for this new teach­
er. At first I though this part 
of the show would be straight 
out of Leave It To Beaver 
with things like frogs in the 
teacher's desk and dead spi­
ders in her books. 

But really the campaign 
against the teacher is handled 
very cleverly, in a way the 
kids at home may find fasci­
nating (and instructive). The 
kids torment the teacher psy-

1 chologically in ways that 
would drive most teachers 
nuts. 

Anyway there are some 
other diversions in the story 

. . 

that it doesn't need, like a se­
ance to drive the teacher 
away, but it finally does get 
down to the heart of the mat­
ter when Nina has to face up 
the the fact that she has be"en 
simply immature in her re­
sponse to this problem. 

The conclusion !and the ac· 
companying "moral of the 
story" is effective and does 
the job that the producers · 
clearly wanted to do-show a 
problem, bow it affects a 
child,.how she comes to terms 
with it. It is still a little sim­
plistic and in less than the 
most sophisticated style, but 
"Me and Dad's New Wife" is 
well above the standard child­
ren's hour. 

Kristy McNicol plays Nina 
and she is one of those tiny, al· 
most unbearably cute child 
actresses that doesn't even 
have to know how to act to eat 
your heart away. But she can 
in fact act and does a fine job. 
So do the rest of kids on the 
cast, even if they do tend to 
overdo it at times. • 

It is sometimes hard to 
consider seriously a show in· 
tended for' children without 
sounding condescending. "Me 
and Dad's New Wife" is an 
honest attempt to deal with a 
contemporary situation, and 
despite some unfortunate 
flaws it is generally very suc· ~ 
cessful. 
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