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MM • FORD ON NIXON 

Re: "Final Days" New book by·woodward & 
Bernstein 

"I really feel very badly to think that things 
that are past and are gone are corning out in 
a book that is •.. " "I believe it will be 
considered fictional." 

" Feel a great deal of sympathy for Pat Nixon," 

Continued ----on back 

. . 

. · 

·. 

• .! 

. . . 

.. 

. . 

: 

Digitized from Box 39 of the Sheila Weidenfeld Files at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library



-. 



N02V 
RW 

LAST DAYS 
WASriI~GIJN CAP> - - FIRST LADY BETTY FORD SAYS SHE 8£Ll~VES A 

CONTROVERSIAL NE~ BOOK ON RICHARD ~ . NIXON • s LAST DAYS IN THE WHIT~ 
HOUSE WILL EVENTUALLY BE REGARDED AS FI CTION , NOT FACT . 

MRS. FORD ALSO SAID PORTIONS OF '' THE TINAL DAYs,•• BY WASHINGTON 
POST REPORTERS BOB WOODWARD AND CARL BERNSTEIN , ·· couLD HAVE B~EN 
OMITTED. •' 

''I HAVE A GREAT DEAL OF SYMPATHY NOT ONLY FOR MRS. NIXON BUT FOR 
THE WHOLE FrlMlLY,'' MRS . FORD COMMENTED DURING AN APPEARANCE IN NEW 
YORK MONDAY. '' I FEEL BADLY THAI THINGS THAI ARE IN THE PAST AND GONE 
ARE STILL COMING our . · · 

THE BOOK CLAIMS TttAT BOTH NIXON AND HIS WIF£ DRANK HEAVILY DURING 
IHE WAiiRGATE SCANDAL THAT LED TO NIXON ' S RESIGNATION IN AUGUST 1974 . 
II ALSO DEPICTS A DISTRAUGHT , SUICIDAL NIX0N ON THE EVE OF HIS 
DlPARIURE WHO WEPT DURING A MEETING WITH SECRETARY OF STATE HENRY A. 
KISSINGiR AND POUNDED THE CARPET AS HE ASKED , '' WHAI HAVE I DON~7 WHAT 
HAS HAPP~N£D7 '' 

KISSINGER GAVE THE BOOK POOR REVIEWS , SAYING MONDAY TH~I EXCERPTS HE 
HAS· SEEN FROM THE BOOK WERE DISTORTED AND INSENSITIVE. 
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