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o months ago :press secretary
Ron Nessen decided to satisfy “a
Walter Mittyish complex of mine”
and appear as the guest host on

NBC’s roisterous—and .sometimes
munchy—variety show “Saturday
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while Nessen’s performance would
hardly cause the President to lose this
weekend's Texas primary, it wouldn'’t
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Nessen and Chase in Presidential lampoon, First Mama calls abuddy -
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particulary help him in a string of
upcoming primaries in conservative
Southern states. First reports also.
portrayed the President as upset, but’
Ford himself announced otherwise:
“You have to expect some sharp barbs
in a political campaign.” ‘
Flap:Down in Texas, Betty Ford kept
ontruckin’ through all the flap. “You
got First Mama,” she crackled into her
new citizens-band radio during a mo--
torcade through San Antonio, and she
wamed fellow CB freaks that she had
“a lot of smokies on my front door”
(police cars in front of her). The First
Lady picked up the radio as a birthday
resent from daughter Susan and her
gandle (code name) from comic Flip
Wilson, rejecting the matronly, unhip
call name, Apple Betty. “This is First
Mama KUY 9532. Catch ya on the flip
[return trip],” she signed off as she
headed for the airport.
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erstwhile star mumseiu, messen opined
that discussing the show was “not some-
thing grown men should be doing.”***%
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.Judging from his performance as
guest host of TV’s irreverent, ploddingly
skittish variety show, NBC’s Saturday
Night, Presidential Press Secze'taxy Ron

paign trip for Husband Jerry.
First Mama. There's a lot of Sm}’
my front door,” said Betty,
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