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The new \hce—Presndent and his wife talk
frankly about their 25-year marriage, their children

and the difficult period they weathered
that helped to strengthen them 2all

BY TRUDE B. FELDMAN

" Elizabeth and Gerald Ford have been happily married
for mare than 25 years, but there has been one prob-
lem. “Jerry keeps telling me,” Betty Ford says, “that if
he ever gets a heart attack, it won't be because of long
hours or hard work but because I'm always late.”’

A close friend of the Vice-President'’s for more than 20
years, William Whyte, recalls an incident when the two
families were on a vacation together: “Betty was late for
dinner. We were all sitting in the dining réom, waiting for
her, wondering where she was. After a time a long ciga-
rette holder appeared in the doorway, one leg emerged
from around the door, then we saw an eye winking at us
from under a big artificial eyelash. Betty, wearing a wig
and decked out like Mata Hari, made her entrance sing-
ing, in a deep throaty voice, ‘Whatever Lola Wants, Lola
Gets.! Now can you picture that?”

1f Betty Ford's stratagem for disarming her husband'’s
annoyance sounds like something out of an old “Father
Knows Best” episode, the impression is not far off the
mark. The Fords do have a marked resemblance to those
happy, wholesome families that populate the television
series. To trick his wife into being on time, Gerald Ford
has resorted to such situation-comedy devices as telling
her that an eight-o’clock dinner appointment was sched-
uled for seven o'clock.

“] don't know why he complains so much,’ Betty Ford
says,defending her chroniclateness with mock innocence.
“After all, heaven knows he was late for our own wedding.
As a matter of fact, he was so late that I'd just about de-
cided that if he didn’t show up

gathering of Congressional leaders. and proposed that
Gerald R. Ford be confirmed as the 40th Vice-President
of the United States. Less than two months later, on De-
cember sixth, he was sworn into that office.

Gerald Ford's sudden elevation to a position one step
away from the Presidency has the makings of a personal
drama unparzlleled in American history. He is the first
Vice-President to enter office without the months of prep-
aration that normally intervene between the time of a
national convention and the eventual inauguration of a
new administration. In addition, coming as it does at a
time of great debate about the possible resignation or
impeachment of President Nixon, the appointment puts
him under heavy pressure to maintain his own indepen-
dence and integrity while rendering the loyalty that is
traditionally expected of a Vice-President toward the man
in the White House. It was a tribute to Gerald Ford’s per-
sonal qualities that both President Nixon and an over-
whelming majority of both houses of Congress felt that he
was the best man to undertake those responsibilities.

Betty Ford has no doubt that her husband will be able
to support the President and still be his own man. “Jerry
wouldn't hesitate,” she says, “to make an appointment
with the President and walk right in and say, ‘| think you're
off the beam’.on this or that. | think that’s why the Presi-
dent wanted him. He wanted someone with whom: he
agreed philosophically,yet someone he knew well enough

.so that he could sit down and talk to him and say, ‘Well,

maybe I'mwreng.Maybeit should be done a different way”
“Jerry and the President

soon, | might as well go down
and marry the best man. When
Jerry did appeéar, he apolo-
gized profusely—he had been
outcampaigning for Congress
in a farming area. We finally
bowed our heads to take the
vows,and it was then 1 noticed
that with his neat gray-flannel
suit he was wearing dusty
brown shoes. He had been in
such a hurry to change his suit
that he had simply forgotten
to change his shoes”

That was on October 15,
1948. Last year, only a few
.days before the Fords were to
celebrate their 25th anniver-
sary, Richard Nixon appeared
on television at a White House

‘Mrs. Ford with Steven, 17, and Susan, 156.
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haven't always agreed. Jerry
voted against bills the Presi-
dent wanted put through. Be-
cause he’s always been his
own man. Betty is certain that
.no amount of pressure will
cause her husband to change:
“He's a very humble person—
none of this can possibly go
to his head.

Atthe start of his Vice-Pres-
idency,Ford has certainly tried
to resist changes in his home-
life. After a family vote, in
which their four children were
unanimous, the Fords elected
toremainin the ‘our-bedroom
house they built 20 years ago
in Alexandria, Virginia. When
the Secret / turn to page 138
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NSP080901-8/9/74~ GRAND RAPIDS, MICH.: (FILE): Two big events
took place in the life of Gerald R, Ford in the autumn of 1948.
He got married and he got elected to Congress. Here President
Ford leaves Grace Episcopal Church in Grand Rapids October 15,

1948 with his new wife, the former Elizabeth (Betty) Bloomer.
UPI FILE dk/FILE



prominent American men and women who have been at 44 per 100 marriages, secongd highest in the woria.
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NSP080901-8/9/74~ GRAND RAPIDS, MICH,: (FILE): Two big events
took place in the life of Gerald R. Ford in the autumn of 1948.
He got married and he got elected to Congress. Here President
Ford leaves Grace Episcopal Church in Grand Rapids October 15,
1948 with his new wife, the former Elizabeth (Betty) Bloomer.
UPI  FILE dk/FILE
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Divorces make history
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By Wauhillau La Hay

e Scripps-Howard Stoff Writer

™~ WASHINGTON — For the
time in U.S. history, the
and second ladies of the

nd will be women who were

years, partly the result of his
presidential aspirations.

The first. Mrs. Nelson A.
Rockefeller was Philadelphia
socialite Mary Todhunter
Clark. They were married for

anma 11 voare Abhant the mid.

—UPI Telephoto

byterian minister who mar-
ried them was officially re-
buked by his superiors and
the divorce dogged — many
believed denied — Rockefel-

ler’s presidential ambitions.

The public also reacted

ed their time among their huge
double duplex apartment on
Fifth Avenue; their estate at
Pocantico Hills; a big modern
house at Seal Harbor, Maine,
where other members of the
family have summer homes;

Happy’ endured gossip for ‘man she loves’

at Seal Harbor, which is where
“Happy’’ met her future hus-
band. The Murphys were of-
fered land at Pocantico for a
summer home. They built the

home and thereafter the
Murnhve and Rockefellere
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[First Lady’s First
Husband Still Friend
Of Thg_F‘lgg’t_‘Eemlly
SAN FRANCISCO (UPI) —

The new First Lady’s first
husband says he still i« a oand
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“Ford, Rockefeller lees Are Both Divorcees

By WAUHILLAU La HAY
Scripps-Howard Statf Writer
WASHINGTON — For the
first time in U.S. history, the
first and second ladies of the
land will be women who were

result of his presidential
aspirations.

The first Mrs. Nelson A.
Rockefeller was Philadelphia
socialite Mary Todhunter
Clark. They were married for

children. The four Rockefeller
children were fully grown.
One, Michael, died in 1961 on
an expedition to New Guinea
to collect art.

The wedding of Margareta

afterward the three. older
children went back to New
York City while Melinda, then
3, remained with her mother
and stepfather.

The suit eventually was

Observatory are ready for

‘“Happy” is a member of
an old, rich and socially im-
peccable Phildadelphia Main

the home and thereafter the
Murphys and Rockefellers
were together frequently.

“‘Happy" threw herself into
the Rockefeller Presidential
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Personality Parade

Want the facts? Want to learn the truth about prominent personalities? Want informed opinion? Write Wal
York, N.Y. 10017. Your full name will be used unless otherwise requested. Volume of mail received 1

Q. Can you tell us anything about Joe Albritton who A. They were
has bought into The Washington Star-News?—Peter “long after” !
Lord, Arlington, Va. Ford as a cour
A. Joe Lewis Albritton, 49, is a Texas lawyer and asked the Seci
hankar wha riine tha Hanctan Citizene Triiet Coam- for a faw days
Q
I P
ing
n
ce
LY
inr
re
a
Sc
rly
pla
T
he
led
da
Q. Isn't | pt
history to he
isn’t, whc ied
Denise Ri 1es
A. The f A
Lady was for
ineering e
of the U.! fon
Ohio, in p
‘ wa
| the wealt G
: er
| eloped v pst
Tmontrs 1 il
Marshall, iy
var.
In 188¢ ik
WEE PRI 3lo
over her i
de Wolfe o
in 1894 : alt
grave in | L
. In 1891 ;ﬂ:(
s
! Du§hess" :aitl
| tration w oy
| the most
Francisco ' no
stupidly k ’s re
| in Nover has
| learned li Robe
| corded h 1 be
b immoral, ely
| two wors' ent
chairman of the board, ARTHUR H. MOTLEY president, DANIEL D. KINLEY editor, JESS GORKIN publ
editor at large, LLOYD SHEARER  senior editors, HERBERT KUPFERBERG, DAVID PALEY, DAVID SENDLER
art director, ANTHONY LA ROTONDA
THE SUNDAY associate editors, JONATHAN BRAUN, MARY ANN CAVLIN, LINDA GUTSTEIN, NOEL HUMPHREYS, PAM PROC
NEWSPAPER MAGAZINE assistant art director, ROBERT L PETERSON art associates, RUDDY HAVILL, AL TROIANI
assistant to the editor, MARION LONG editorial assistants, DORIS SCHORTMAN, BEBE WILLOUGHBY
home economics, DEMETRIA TAYLOR tashion, VIRGINIA POPE cartoon editor, LAWRENCE LARIAR
washington, bureau chief, JACK ANDERSON; FRED BLUMENTHAL, OPAL GINN
west coast bureau, CHARLES PETERSON europe, CONNECTICUT WALKER australia, PATRICIA ANGLY
SEPTEMBER 22, 1974 Sl Comeaions: Kepsobacsion s S oo 1 Bard of sy aicie wHs e 5 paRed PARABERT S

Please address editorial contributions to: Articles, Parade, 733 Third Ave., New York, N.Y.10017. Although reasonable care will be taken, Parade is


astilgenbauer
Rectangle


GERALD R. FORD LIBRARY

The item described below has been transferred from this file to:

2 Audiovisual Unit

Book Collection

Ford Museum in Grand Rapids

Item: 8’”)(/0" bW Fﬁ,ofp of OF o G«(‘F me-".’
Graw episcopal Chureh ofn T wedding m j0]1s/9g.

UPT Phobo hedls I

\ 39 EBI=--Itldvbtﬁ’aa4
The item was transferred from: quW g
al IAveru

Initials/Date é(»/‘ §;/6q,




Edited By Marjorie Walker

rs. Rockefeller
Open, Friendly

'y WAUHILLAU LA HAY at Pocantico Hills while the

Scripps-Howard Staff Writer Murphys honeymooned and
or the first time in U.S. afterward the three older |
ory, the First and Second children went back to New |
ies of the land will be York City while Melinda, then |
qe=  wha  waw a  Aleenwan A 2 ramained with har mgther |
)

2% was

on Mrs.

n siting

si 1d the

h 1gain.

K are

2] thers,

rn in

"itler,

q"
ey
1d
]
101

INVALAINAIIO ¥ 430

EM 0} @ferireuwr YL

USIIEM ') WE
1) paemol-sddiios

AVH V1 NVTHHAVM A4

AddpH pup A}jag o} usaping ou si 3340AI(J

ERS
mong
uplex
t enue;
Hills;
Seal
other
it have
n iwking
% in the

and a
K ne at
li d in

Ul oLy J4LE Ty wv

pue AjEnid [e}

-UauI JO SPUNQJS 3y} U0 IDIOAIP Ul PIpud

¢ appy”’
2 at the
1 il the
k
t

arters
'y are

¢ of an.

¢ i,l..

: irand-

r rope

¥ still a

nother

Gen.

: who

i forces.
g

‘1 JO JUSWI3[)}S [)0) B PIAIDAI PIOY

—3
=
e
®
-
Q
|
()
-
"
=
5]
~«<
3
g
o
-
a8
(1]
=5
Ll
o
-

'sIy Ayprqreduroout

(

]

i Bryn
! luated
¢ gre in
¢ of a
1 il her
1 hy in
\ 11 she
I i the
! unteer

dation
] en had
it with
i lis and
¢ where
future
i i were
ofor a
4 lilt the
e r the
1 fellers
CTUILIVEL W AYOW Uuiucea w weic Luscuu:l i3 cl{u:lltl,’.
ect art. ‘““Happy’’ threw herself into
he wedding of Margaretta the Rockefeller Presidential
er Murphy and Nelson camapign in 1960. She has said
kefeller took place on May often that she enjoys politics

1009 ab ha hasen #P hie = Sl 2 L on i 2 S B s ey L e

*1 O 3ded 0) win,
-ua8 Iayjel UdY) pue ‘spudlay Idy) 03} Jud
-redde auresdq ji JOUIAAOS JO WII} ISILY
SIY JO S[PPIUI 3y} NOQY °SIeak [¢ dwos

BAIE fuvp mop oyj wi vepemvesg (uas

-1 3
jo M
aIam
ur u

‘



astilgenbauer
Rectangle

astilgenbauer
Rectangle


4

Husbands First Nonelective Team
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First, Second Ladies Will Be Divorcees

By Wauhillau La Hay
Scripps-Howard Stalt Writer

WASHINGTON — For the
first time in U.S. history, the
first and second ladies of the
land will be women who were
divorced before marrying
their huchands who also will

to Republican gatherings, con-
ventions and state affairs.
“Happy”’ Rockefeller's
sparkling -brown eyes, her
shining chestnut hair which
she wears long and casually,
her impeccable taste in
clothes and her erect carriage
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Wide World

fRESIDENT FORD
"A late bloomer”

Why did Gerald Ford wait untii he
was 35 to marry? “I was always so
busy, I never really had enough time to
get involved, and I was concentrating
on my career. And second, I had only
one serious romance, other .than the
one 1 had with Betty, with this girl
from Connecticut College . . . very su-
perier girl-but it didn’t work out. So I
just forgot being too much interested
in marriage. Then I met Betty, and she
was very attractive. She added a sense
of stability and serenity. By the time I
was 35, 1 was pretty well on course and
wasn't preoccupied. I knew where I
was going—at least where 1 wanted to
try to go. And so our lives sort of fitted /
at that stage. She has done a super job.
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Thursday, August 29, 1974 “hw

BIVORCES SURPRISE,

L

TO MANY IN CAPITAE "°5

Betty Ford's first marriage to William Warren .
came as a surprise to many in Washington after
Ford’s nomination as vice president. None of
Ford’s biographical records ever mentioned it —
nor the fact that his mother had been divorced
when he was an infant. It was not a secret among
their Grand Rapids friends, many of whom attend-
ed both weddings.

Betty Ford obtained a divorce from Warren on
Sept. 22, 1947, on grounds of incompatibility. She
and Warren had no children. She was given a token
settlement of $1 and the furnishings of their Grand
Rapids apartment. The couple had been separated
for about a year at the time of the divorce.

Warren later married the daughter of a former
Mexican diplomat and moved to San Francisco.
The Warrens and the Fords in 1974 termed their
reladonship as *“amicable.” Mrs. Ford said “Jerry
and I recently ran into my former husband at the
airport in Dallas. There’s never been any ill feeling
or anything like that.”

Warren has been quoted as saying that they *'still
have many mutual friends’ in Grand Rapids.
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'; Bettv “Ford’s Ist Mate Talks

San Brancisco, Aug 14 (UPI)—William C. Warren, a pros-
perous— furniture ~and lamp salesman, has become an instant

" celebrity. He is the first husband of the nation’s new first lady,

Betty.. Ford.
But Warren, hardly enthusiastic about his new status, does
not say much nfote about Mrs; ¥ord other than that “she’s a

t niee person.”

Warren and the former Betty Bloomer were magrried in
Grand Rapids, Mich., for five years and divorced when Mrs. Ford

| was 29. She-married Ford when she was 30.

Warren was a bit irritated at a recent quote .atiributed teo
Mrs. Ford that she had no idea where he was.

“l know Jerry Ford,” he said. “We're still good friends.”

Warren, who represents some Grand Rapids firms, lives on
Russian Hill with his wife of 20 years, Mayo, in a plush block

of Lombard Si., known to tourists as “the crookedest street in

the world.”
The couple moves with loeally. socially prominent people,
and jets frequenuly to Puerte Vallarta, Mexico, where the

. Warrens- also are active on the social scene. Mrs. Warren, an

interior designer, is half Mexican ahd speaks Spamsh ﬂuently.
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« " Ever

Asked
Her

By Betty Beale

Star-News Staff Writer

The item in Time maga-
zine revealing that Betty
Ford was a divorcee when
she married Gerald Ford
years ago was news to
many in Washington, but
certainly raised no eye-
brows.

“No one had ever both-
ered to ask if I had been
married previously,” Bet-
ty explained. “‘All our
friends knew about it
(some attended both wed-
dings) and there was no
reason to advertiseit. . .

““I suppose the Secret
Service found out when






