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Calf 

arrived 7: 30 p. m. Friday, Nov. 8, 1974 

packed in five cardboard boxes in dry ice 

weighed 334 lbs. 

( in boxed that were 23 1/2" x 16 11 wide and 10 1/2" deep) 

sent air freight 

cost them $65. 95 to send; $18 to deliver; $3 other charges. 
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October 25, 1974 

Ms. Mary OWens 
Mrs. Ford's Staff 
Room 204, East Wing 
The White House 

• 

A NNE BANVILLE 

1000 CONNECTICUT AVENUE.N _W. 

\VASHlNGTO~. D . c. 20036 

202-296-9190 

Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Ms. OWens: 

Per our conversation, I am happy to send along a set of the 
beef price surveys that ANCA has conducted over the past 
months. 

The n ewspaper write-up you saw locally most likely referred to the 
latest · survey which was taken on October ·10 and released 
October 17 . The s urvey of nineteen cities for that date s howed 
that beef prices were lower across the nation -- but not in 
Washington, DC , which was why the local media reported the 
results of the survey so extensively . 

Once you've looked over the surveys , if you or any member of 
Mrs . Ford ' s staff wo~ld like to discu~s ~he surv~y~-9~ the b eef 
price s ituation in genera l, C .W. McMilla n o f the ANCA Washington 
office would be pleased t o talk with you. Mr. McMillan can be 
reached at 347-0228 . 

Encl : (1) 

AB/pah 

Sincerely , 

~~ 
Anne Banville 

Washingt(•n News Bureau Director 
American National Cattlemen ' s Association 
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Mrs. Gerald Ford 
White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mrs. Ford: . 

P.O. Box 1249 
Seguin, Texas 
November 5, 1974 

A group of local ranchers has gotten together and 
have decided that we would like for you to have a sample 

{
[of the good grass-fed Texas beef that we produce. We 
[are sending you a calf that was purchased through one of 

f l
1 our local auction rings, processed by a local packer, and 
packaged into cuts of beef ready to be prepared for the 
table. Since you are First Lady of the United States, we 
must assume also that you are the First Housewife, and 
we would like to begin by selling you on the fact that 
our beef is a real bargain. 

For this reason we would like to tell you just exactly 
how little this meat cost us. This calf weighed 465 pounds 
and cost 27~ cents per pound, for a total cost of $126 .71. 
The processing of this calf cost $38.28 and the carcass 
weighed 261 pounds. Adding these expenses together, this 
meat cost 63.2 cents per pound after it had been packed 
and ready for your freezer. We realize that this is a great 
deal cheaper than offered in the super markets in this area 
and, we are sure, in your area as well. 

The ranchers who grew this beef are rapidly going broke. 
They work long and hard hours, use tremendous amounts of 
capital and not only are they not making a profit, but they 
are losing money every day. These are the facts that we 
would like to convey to every housewife i n the United States . 
Their families deserve good beef and we like to produce it 
for them, but i f something is not done soon, we will be out 
of business. 

This meat was packed under the supervi sion of a Federal 
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Mrs. Ford Nov. 5, 1974 

Meat Inspector so that your Secret Service people would 
feel confident in the security of this gift. We hope 
you enjoy this meat and if we can sell you on our product, 
then we may have a chance with the other housewives of 
the United States. 

Yours very truly, 

P.S. If for any reason you feel that you cannot accept 
this gift, would you please have this meat forwarded to 
an orphanage in your area. If you will let us know, we 
will be glad to pay any expenses incurred in this transfer. 
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MEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

TO: SHEILA WEDIENFELD 

FROM: PATTI MATSON 

RE: RANCHERS SENDING CALF TO MRS. FORD 

I think we have a couple of choices: 

a) to see if we can downplay the story. The advantage of this is to 
avoid the controversy between the ranchers and butcher/grocers 
regarding who really is to blame for the higher prices, and also 
might enable us not to have to say what is going to happen to the 
calf. 

b) to have a brief quote from Mrs. Ford to try to regain some of the 
ground we lost with the ranchers following our "eating more fish 
and casseroles 11 comment. 11 Anything she says needs to show great 
sympathy for the ranchers plight and needs to endorse beef, or 
we are better off not saying anything, as it will fan .and rekindle 
the ranchers 1 just-under-surface ire. 

Something like this might work: "The ranchers seem to have a legitimate 
gripe. My friends in the Midwest tell me the ranchers are getting a bum 
rap on beef prices, and the figures tend to back that up. I don't know 
who's to blame for the higher cost, but I do know there's nothing my 
family looks forward to like a good steak. 11 

(FYI: Justice and the FTC are investigating food prices, and maybe 
their study will yield some answers.) 
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Sheila (alias Shelia) ... 

Bob Pierpoint called. 

There is a group of cattlemen in Guadelupe County, Texas 
who have gotten together and slaughtered, dressed and frozen 
a fatted calf and sent it to Mrs. Ford. 

This is in semi-protest to her statements about beef prices 
being so high that she and her family are eating less beef 
and more fish and casseroles, etc. 

The cattlemen say that the cost to them to raise, feed, slaughter, 
dress and freeze this animal is 62. 3 ¢ .\~heir point is that it's 
the middleman who is making all the profit - -not them. 

Bob's question: when and where is this thing arriving and 
what will Mrs. Ford do with it. 



Calf for Mrs. Ford 

Seguin, Tex. (UPI) -- First Lady Betty Ford is going to 
receive a fatted calf from Texas ranchers who want her to know 
that beef is a bargain when middlemen costs are eliminated. 

"Since you are First Lady of the United States, we must 
assume also that you are the First Housewife," a letter accompany
ing the processed meat said. 

"For this reason, we would like to tell you just exactly how 
little this meat cost us. This calf weighed 465 pounds and cost 
27-1/4 cents per pound for a total of $126.71 . 

"The processing of this calf cost $38.28 and the carcass 
weighed 261 pounds. Adding these expenses together, this meat 
cost 63.2 cents per pound after it had been packed and ready for 
your freezer . 

"We realize that this is a great deal cheaper than offered 
in the super markets in this area, and we are sure in your area 
as well," the ranchers told Mrs. Ford to emphasize how much 
profit middlemen make from ranch to market counter. 
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