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Feb. 19, 1975 

Official White House Photo 
by Karl Schumacher 

FOR USE .fHURSDAY, FEB. 20, 1975 

A3319-12 (b & w) 
A3320-12a (color) 

First Lady Betty Ford and fashion designer Frankie Welsh 
examine the first run of a scarf created ;by Mrs. Ford 
for use as an official gift. 

The scarf is the first to incorporate a First Lady signature. 
Mrs. Ford will present it to women attending the 
White House dinner Thursday night honoring governors and 
their wives. A print of the scarf on canvas was presented 
by Mrs. Ford to Mrs. Harold Wilson at the time of the 
Prime Minister's visit Jan. 30, and a scarf will be sent to 
her now that it has been printed. 

The scarf ·measures 32 11 square and is printed on quiana 
in bright shades' of pink, orange, purple and grass green. 
Designed by Mrs .. Ford in conjunction with Alexandria. Va. , 
designer Frankie Welsh, the ~carf incorporates a large 
polka dot pattern in the four colors on a white background. 
A small cluster of orange and pink: petunias accents one corner 
of the scarf with the Betty Ford signature to one side. 

Mrs. Ford worked with Mrs. Welsh in 1968 when the two 
designed a dress incorporating red, white and blue daisies 
for the Republican National Convention in Miami. 

Digitized from Box 37 of the Sheila Weidenfeld Files at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library
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April 5, 1975 

Dear Betty, 

Enclosed is one each of the new scarf 
fabric. So thrilled about it because 
the color looks so great on both sides 
and it•s lighter in weight. But , the 
really great thing that I think will 
please you so much is the price. 

I can offer you the new low price of r •• lrJ 
$ 2.50 ~small}~ ~r 

7. 50 - large Q,4_. ~ ~ 
For the efficiency of our packing 
staff, we would appreciate your 
ordering the scarves in lots of 
dozens. We do have them available 
now and can fill your order immediately. 

SinQe I s.till :Rama qu:ite a -nmnher of 
Qiana scarves on hand and had to 
order more to get this price , I would 
like to follow through on our convers­
ation that wonderful day that we 
enjoyed luncheon in your quarters. 

I was so pleased you suggested I 
might sell your scarf across the 
nation. Now I have a possibility 
to have a way to distribute this 
nationally, enabling me to give you 
a percentage of sales that you , in 
turn, may give to your favorite charity , 
or whatever pleases you. 

Need your written approval for this 
project. Enclosed is a note for you 
to sign and return. , 17' )..t,L.-~~ 

Fondly, ~ 

~ 

. . 

' 



... 
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Duvall House - Circa 1750 

Frankie Welch of Virginia - Circa Now 

Historic Duvall House is located in the heart of Old Town Alexan­
dria, just across from Market Square, midway between Gadsby's Tav­
ern and Carlyle House at 305 Cameron Street. 

This stately town mansion of William and Nancy Duvall was in 
use as a tavern when the City of Alexandria entertained George 
Washington here in 1783. Ten years later, in 1793, the handsome brick 
building was sold to the Bank of Alexandria. 

What was the first chartered bank in Virginia is now a charmingly 
restored town house where Yesterday meets Today. Duvall House is 
still a setting for history - the fashion history being made by Frankie 
Welch of Virginia. Here in the same historic r.ooms where George 
Washington conducted his banking business, you may select tomor­
row's fashions, accessories and imaginative gifts. Original Frankie 
Welch designs in scarves and ladies' fashions as well as designer 
clothing are all available in the studio boutique of Duvall House. 



April 14, 1975 

Dear Frankie , 

I would like for you to sell the Betty 
Ford scarf in your shop and distribute 
wholesale across the nation. 

I understand you will , in return, give me 
5~ of the wholesale sales for my designated 
charity. 

Betty Ford 

FW1 jas 

. . 



Dear Betty, 

~Yl::kt 
~<fj,lolk~~ 

r3tJ3~~ 

~.~22314 
§#<f-.9<ftJ.9 

July 7, 1975 

Thank you so much for calling last week, it 
is always so inspirational to chat with you. 

The fabric is here to duplicate your green 
chiffon drss. It is ready to cut, identical 
to the dress that you already have. (Samples 
enclosed). Mrs. Marshall will have the dress 
completed in a week, my staff will call your 
office when it may be picked up. 

Loved your beautiful color photo on the cover 
of People magazine, also, so pleased with the 
lovely photo of you wearing the green dress 
inside that issue. 

· e have many new Fall things in your size 6, 
and of special interest to you, two marvelous 
new Ciao wool knit dresses. This year they 
are very special and different and should be 
perfect for your trip to Europe. 

As soon as the "China Pattern" art work arrives 
here from your office, I will put it into 
work under the same arrangement as the Betty 
Ford signature scarf - 5~ of sales to the White 
House Historical Association in the name of 
Betty Ford. 

Enclosing one of your Betty Ford signature 
scarfs, also a Bicentennial scarf for Mr. 
Hoffman. Thought he would be pleased, I was 
very impressed with his sincerety and sweetness. 

Fondly/\_ 

-r.A~k.t~ 
Frankie Welch 

Mrs. Ford 
The White House 

FWa jas 

.. 

' 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

July 10, 1975 

Dear Ms. Welch: 

Thank you for meeting with me and then furnishing 
me with a copy of an agreement you had with the 
Bicentennial Council of the Thirteen Original 
States. 

I suggest that the arrangement you contemplate for 
benefiting the White House Historical Association 
in honor of Mrs. Ford can be accomplished by your 
providing the Association with a letter substan­
tially in the form of the draft enclosed. You 
may want to visit with Mr. Hillary Tolson before 
actually delivering a letter on your stationery 
signed by you. I think it would be more appropri­
ate for you to deal directly with him than for me 
to intercede at this point. 

I did find the Rube Goldberg scarf you sent most 
fascinating, and I am now returning it to you. 

Sincerely, 

fi1~~ Philip W. Buchen 
Counse to the President 

Ms. Frankie Welch 
Frankie Welch of Virginia 
305 Cameron Street 
Alexandria, Virginia 

Enclosure 

bee: Mrs. Betty Ford 
Mr. Clem Conger 

22314 

I 



Gentlemen: 

Enclosed is sample of a scarf designed by me which 
features a facsi~ile of Betty Ford's signature. The 
idea for this scarf came after I had designed and 
produced several special scarves which Mrs. Ford used 
'as gifts for distinguished visitors from other 
countries. 

The type of scarf I have enclosed is soon to be marketed 
by my firm, Frankie Welch of Virginia, Inc. It will be 
sold for distribution in retail stores and military 
exchanges. Customers will be interested in buying this 
scarf not only because of its attractive and colorful 
design but because it carries a facsimile of Mrs. Ford's 
signature. Therefore, my firm would like to pledge to 
the White House Historical Association, as a donation 
from the firm, an amount equal to % of the gross sales 
of these particular scarves. This-Pledge is being made 
in honor of our First Lady and in the interests of 
supporting the .excellent work of your Association to 
enhance the historic and artistic value of the White 
House for the benefit of the American people. 

It is my unde:::-standing that your acceptance of this 
pledge in no way const~tutes an endorsement on your part 
of the produc~ of my firm, just as my use of the facsimile 
sig~ature constitutes no endorsement by Mrs. Ford; and I 
will not use either Mrs. Ford's name or the name of your 
Association pronoting sales of the scarves. I do 
pro?ose to enclose with each scarf sold a description of 
the dif~eren~ Nays in which the scarf can be used, 
similar to the enclosed example, and on the printed page 
I would include a further stat~uent substantially as 
follows: 



' 

2 

"The manufacturer of this scarf is contributing 
a percentage of its sales of this item to the 
White House Historical Association in honor of-f:1ie. 
First Lady of the United States -- Betty Ford." 

I trust that this proposal will be acceptable to you. 

Sincerely yours, 

White House Historical Association 
726 Jackson Place, N. W. 
Washington, D. c. 20506 

Attn: Mr. Hillary Tolson 
Director 

Enclosures 



ran 
305 CAMERON STREET • ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 22314 

June 20, 1975 

Mr. Philip 3uchen 
Counsel to the President 
The White ""!.ouse 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear Mr. Buchen : 

Enjoyed meeting you and looking forward t o 
working with you on the First Lady•s scarf 
that I designed. 

Enclosed is a copy of. my agreement with the 
Bicentennial Council of the Thirteen Original 
States which you requested. If you have any 
further questions on this matter please call 
me . I am anxious to get our joint venture 
started . 

Found this ~ube Goldberg scarf and thought you 
might enjoy having .it, isn•t it clever. 

Sincerely, 

'=t~W~ 
Frankie . elch 

FW : j as 

Encl. 

. . 
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The Bicentenniill Council 
of the Thirteen Originill St~es 
Suite 1976, 400 Colony Squ.re 
Atlanta, Ceorgiil 303&1 

January l7, 1975 ( 404) 892-7023 

Ms. Frankie Welch 
305 Cameron Street 
Alexandria 
Virginia 22314 

Dear Ms. Welch; 

Far·reply: 
Darby Perry 
245 Graybar Building 
4·20 Lexington Avenue 
Nev York, N.Y. lOOl.T 

Perhaps this can serve as a simple agreement that authorizes you to 
manufacture and sell scarves, napa-chief's and other related pieces in the 
copyright Frankie Welch design which I am labeling naw - Bicentennial.." 

Your signature to the cow of this letter and its return to m-e wiJJ.. 
indicate your agreement to the terms contained here. 

Your use of portions of the seaJ. of' The Bicentennial..Council of the 
Thirteen Original States in your own copyright design is no claim on the 
Council's own registered and copyrighted material. 

Your authorization :from The Council is for scarves, napa-chiefs, and 
other related pieces in fabric employing your particu1ar design and does 
not limit the right 'of' The Council to authorize in other quarters scarves 
and other textiles vith designs that utilize its seal in other vays. 

You vi.ll pay The Council a royalty of 5% of your gross saJ.es of these 
authorized items, such royalties to be figured t-wice a year {June 30 and 
December 31) and reasonably documented. This agreement is subject to annual. 
renewal. I hope this is all satisfactory. 

Accepted -IA~ ti/ tfkL 
~t>~ 

Darby Perry 
Licensing Representative 

for Frankie Welch of' Virginia 

Date Jl.a/ 2 </. !CJJj -
(} / 

.. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

AugM:t 25, 1975 

FM.n.IU..e Welch c.aU.ed. YoWL gJr.een gown 
,U, Jr.udy a.nd .&he will pJr.Obably .&end U 
oveJr. F!Uday wUh .&ome o:theJr. Uem6. 
FM.n.IU..e ai.60 wa.n-t.6 you :to know :tha.:t .&he 
,U, thinfU..ng 06 you. You ha.ve :the .&uppoJr.:t 
o 6 heJr. a.nd heJr. enUJr.e -6:.ta.6 6. They aJr.e 
wUh you. 

She ,U, ai.60 .&enc:U.ng oveJr. a Jr.epoJr.:t on :the 
BF -6c.aJtvu. They will be .&old na.tlona.l 
ac.M.6-6 :the Nation. 'She ,U, go.lng wli.h 
a 6.iltm wUh 1O,000 .6a.luma.n. A lefteJr. 
,U, c.omi.ng wUh :the whole Jr.epoJr.:t. She .i..-6 
go.lng :to Jr.un a 6uU. pa.ge c.olo!r. add 06 
:the -6c.aJL6 a.nd :the FM.n.IU..e d!r.u-6. She 
would Uke yoWL a.ppJr.Ova.l on :th,i.!, ?? 

.. 

' 



Frankie Welch o1 America 

305 CAMERON STREET • ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 22314 

J~ 4() I ~~ 
~- ~ ~~ 

~ ~~ ~ ....,,,,.___._. ___ 1.,,__,_. // (/_/ 

~ ~- ·.,.; 
~~­

µ 

/ 

.. 



. 

. 

Frankie Weleh o1 America - 2 -

305 CAMERON STREET • ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 22314 
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. Frankie Welch o1 America 3 
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GERALD R. FORD LIBRARY 

The item described below has been transferred from this file to: 

_){__ Audiovisual Unit 

Book Collection 

Ford Museum in Grand Rapids 
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The item was transferred from: 
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GERALD R. FORD LIBRARY 

The item described below has been transferred from this file to: 

Audiovisual Unit 

Book Collection 

Ford Museum in Grand Rapids 
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October 31, 1975 

T01 Philip Buchen 

FROlh Sheila Rabb Weidenf eld 

This ia a sample of the publicity the Frankie Welch 
acarf received laat February. Aa you can aee, the 
scarf waa deacribed as an •official 9ift.• 

. . 
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Scarf Crec:it,d by First Lady Os Gift ·, 
First Lady Betty Ford • ·fashion designer Fran- prin~.on qtdana·in bright Shades of pi$,- orange.: 
kie Welsh display the first nm Of a scarf createcl'bj ancfgrass green and incorpOrates a large'polkB do( 
Mrs. ford for use as an official gift. 'lbe ~is the pattern in the four colors on a white br1r-..~_ . A 
first to ineorporate the First Lady signature. Mrs. -ea~ 
Ford. presented the scarf to w001en attending the small c'lustei: of orange and pink petjmlas aceents' 
White HOuse ~ honorina -~ovemors andJheir one corner of the scan with the BettY Ford signa-. 
wives. 1be scarf~ 3l-iitches square and is ture to one side . 
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e> hankie Welch Design 
for her book lntliim Jewelry 
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Other info on scarf: 

The people in Frankie's shop are hand lettering the number 
lA on each of the scarves near the Betty Ford sig --
this means everyone who gets one of the 32" square quiana 
scarves has a 'first issue. ' 

Ske Mrs. Ford asked for 70 to be made in the first issue 
Frankie ordered 90 - - the 'leftovers' to go the State Dept 
for official gifts 

~lso ordered 15 to be made in Qiana in 8X32" 
~specified purpose 

CBF .thinking about 'going public' with them l Cost: $22. ·so for large 

three petunias and a petunia bud 

started about 3 months ago 

size 

Mrs. Johnson did a scarf for the beautification, Mrs. Nixonfor 
the Inaugural - - but none before with First Lady Sig 

scarf reflects her as a person 

all primary colors that she wears 

designed, printed and hemmed in Alexandria 

. . 



Frankie~ • 305 Cameron St. • Alexandria, VA 22314 

In the tree shaded, cobblestoned area of 
Old Town Alexandria, Virginia Is Duvall 
House, home of one of the most gracious 
and fashionable of America's boutiques 
and a mecca where fashion history is 
being made today. 

Here Frankie Welch created her own 
custom designed Bicentennial fashions: 
scarves, dresses, tea towel/ serving towel 
and unique combination handker­
chief/napkin distinctively designated the 
"Napachief." 

Her latest designs honoring our Nation's 
200th Birthday, the Bicentennial Original 
13 Colonies fashion ensemble, official 
ARBA scarf and Presidential scarf series 
are destined to become a colorful symbol 
and collectors' item to patriotic 
Americans everywhere. 



A PERSONAL INVITATION FROM 
FRANKIE WELCH ... 

Do come visit us in historic Duval House, 
Alexandria Virginia, home, in colonial times of 
an old prominent financial institution where our 
first president, George Washington, did much 
of his banking. 

Today, you'll find Duval House an exciting 
fashion arena complete with a fine selection of 
smart clothes for the discriminating woman. See 
our new fall and winter fashions . . . dresses, 
coats, suits, sportswear, handbags and shoes. I 
know you will be pleased. So, do come, 
won't you? 

SHIPPING WEIGHT: BIC/FD-200 and 205-BPS, approx. 1 lb. per piece. Others: approx. 1.6 lbs. 
per carton of 12; approx. 2 lbs. per carton of 24; approx. 4.2 lbs. per carton of 48 

CLASSIFICATION: 2R 
F.0.8. POINT: Warehouse in Maryland 
NORMAL PACKAGING: Dress, in individual package; Napachief, 4 per box; others, packaged 

individually, 12, 24 or 48 per carton. Each scarf comes complete with proper directions for 
"How To Tie". 

Price Information 
No. 7568-200-8 (Tea Towel/Serving Towel of the 13 Original States, 

red/white/blue, 100% linen, 17" x 28j 
No. 7568-200-ARBA (official ARDA Scarf, red and white, Celanese 

Arnet /Fortrel Blend®, 8" x 34") 
No. 7568-200-81/C (Bicentennial Scarf of the 13 Original States, 

recl7whlte761Ue or beige I coral, DuPont Q="1'""""a-na-®""• -. ---
8" x 34i 

No. 7568-200-81/C/N (Napachlef cocktail napkin or handkerchief 
with 13 Original States, red/white/blue 
Suplma cotton - set of 4) 

No. 7568-200-BPS (George Washington Presldendal Scarf) 
No. 7568-201-BPS (John Adams Presidential Scarf) 
No. 7568-202-BPS (Abraham Lincoln Presidential Scarf) 
No. 7568-203-BPS (Theodore Roosevelt Presidential Scarf) 
No. 7568-204-BPS (Lyndon Johnson Presidential Scarf) 
No. 7568-205-BPS (Complete Set of all 5 Official ARDA Presidential 

Scarves - ALL8"x34i 
No. 7568-BIC/FD-200 (Bicentennial "Frankie" Dress, red/white/blue 

or beige/coral, DuPont Qiana®, one size fits 
all - 6-16) 

. . 

Any 
Quan, 

3.00 

7.00 

7.00 

7.00 
7.00 
7.00 
7.00 
7.00 
7.00 

35.00 

80.00 

THE OFFICIAL 
ARDA BICENTENNIAL 
PRESIDENTIAL SCARF SERIES ... 
Original designs by Frankie Welch 

Introducing the most unique official ARBA 
bicentennial commemorative gifts you can 
give this year ... authentic, researched scarf 
designs recreated by Frankie Welch of 
Virginia and worn by five of America's 
presidents. Available individually or In a 
complete set of five. 

THE SCARF OF 
PRESIDENT 
GEORGE WASHINGTON 

A recreation of the 
original scarf General 

Washington used as a commemorative for his 
1789 Inauguration. Reproduced in red & 
blue on-a_pure-w~~ 

THE SCARF OF 
PRESIDENT 
JOHN ADAMS 

The original scarf printed 
In blue and white 

In 1825 was the Inspiration for this presidential 
scarf design. It is a floral pattern with 
medallions bearing the words "His excellency 
John Quincy Adams." 

THE SCARF OF 
PRESIDENT 
ABRAHAM LINCOLN 

Adopted from President 
Lincoln's scarf made 

for his 1864 political campaign. The original 
design featured President Lincoln's head In the 
center. Here Frankie Welch has designed the 
split rail fence, centered, to represent 
President Lincoln. 

THE SCARF OF 
PRESIDENT 
THEODORE ROOSEVELT 

A reproduction from 
the scarf used in 1912 

by The Progressive Party in the campaign of 
Theodore Roosevelt. Re-designed by Frankie 
Welch to complement today's fashion trends. 

~ 
~ 4t THE SCARF OF 

PRESIDENT 
LYNDON JOHNSON Mil This scarf was designed 
In 1968 and used by 

President and Mrs. Johnson as a commemo­
rative gift. It was first given to all Governors' 
wives at a Luncheon/Fashion Show, the first 
ever held at the White House . 
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Duvall House - Circa 1750 

Frankie Welch of Virginia - Circa Now 

Historic Duvall House is located in the heart of Old Town Alexan­
dria, just across from Market Square, midway between Gadsby's Tav­
ern and Carlyle House at 305 Cameron Street. 

This stately town mansion of William and Nancy Duvall was in 
use as a tavern when the City of Alexandria entertained George 
Washington here in 1783. Ten years later, in 1793, the handsome brick 
building was sold to the Bank of Alexandria. 

What was the first chartered bank in Virginia is now a charmingly 
restored town house where Yesterday meets Today. Duvall House is 
still a setting for history - the fashion history being made by Frankie 
Welch of Virginia. Here in the same historic r.ooms where George 
Washington conducted his banking business. you may select tomor­
row's fashions, accessories and imaginative gifts. Original Frankie 
Welch designs in scarves and ladies' fashions as well as designer 
clothing are all available in the studio boutique of Duvall House . 
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