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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

February 6, 1975 

TO: ALL WHITE HOUSE/EOB STAFF 

FROM: MBS. FORD 

I hope you will reserve a half hour tomorrow 
(Friday, February 7) at either 11:00 a.m. or 11:45 a.m. 
--and plan on joining me in the Family Theater of the White 
House for an update on what is happening with the Equal 
Rights Amendment. 

An excellent slide presentation on the ERA has 
been made available to us. Two experts on the subject 
--John Deardourff and Doug Bailey--will bring us up to 
date on the Amendment's status and are well equipped to 
answer our questions. 

I plan to be on hand to meet you and hope you 
will bring co-workers for this important briefing. The 
upcoming year is important to the ratification of the 
ERA, and I think it's vital to both the men and women 
who work here to have a clear understanding of the 
legislation. 

*Note: 
today. 

DATE: 
TIME: 
PLACE: 

Friday, February 7 
11:00 a.m. or 11:45 a.m. 
FAMILY THEATER, East Wing 

If you're interested in coming, please 

Digitized from Box 37 of the Sheila Weidenfeld Files at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library



bailey, deardourff & eyre, inc. 

Bailey, Deardourff & Eyre, Inc., is a political consulting and 
advertising firm based in Washington, D.C. It has worked for only 
Republican candidates since its inception in the mid-1960's. 

CHAIRMAN: John D. Deardourff, 41. 

Personal: 

Education: 

Previous: 

Born -- Greenville Ohio; Married -- Elizabeth 
Griffiths, 1969. 

A.B., Wabash College, 1955; A.M., The Fletcher 
School of Law and Diplomacy, 1956. 

Administrative Assistant to Congressman H.acGregor 
and Congresswoman Weis, 1957-1962. 

Deputy Director, domestic policy research, 
Rockefeller presidential campaign, 1964. 

Research Director, Lindsay for Mayor campaign, 
New York, 1965. 

Research Director, New York State Republican 
Committee, 1966. 

PRESIDENT: Douglas L. Bailey, 41. 

Personal: 

Education: 

Previous: 

Born -- Cleveland, Ohio; Married -- Patricia 
Price, 1965. 

A.B., Colgate University, 1954; A.M., M.A.L.D .. , 
Ph.D., The Fletcher School of Law and 
Diplomacy, 1956-61. 

Assistant to Henry Kissinger, Harvard University, 
1961-64. 

Deputy Director, foreign policy research, 
Rockefeller presidential campaign, 1964. 

Staff Director, Republican Wednesday Group, 
U.S. House of Representatives, 1965-1968. 

Author: One Continent, Two Voices, 1965; 
How to End the Draft, 1967. 

SOME RECENT CLIENTS: 

1972 1974 1975 ..-

Governor Bond 
Senator Brooke 
Congressman duPont 
Senator Percy 
Senator Stafford 

Congressman duPont 
Senator Mathias 
Governor Milliken 
Governor Rhodes 
Senator Schweiker 

ADDRESS: Suite 1120; 733 Fifteenth Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20005 

TELEPHONE: (202] 347-9779. 

The Equal Rights 
Amendment 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

I .6uppoJtt .the. Equal 1Ught.6 Ame.n.dme.nt be.c.a.tUie. I fie.el tha..t ba.JVUvu, .to 
one pvu,on '-0 6Jte.edom4.6 in :tW c.ou.nbty Me impe.d.1.men:t.6 6M. a.U.. 

A.ti wa.ll.-0 due to Mc.e. oJt Jtel.igion ha.ve. 6a.U.en, 61te.e.dom 6oJt a.U. ha.-0 
expa.nde.d. And Ukw.i.J,e., M women be.gin .to be. gMnte.d 6u.ll oppo!tturilti.e.6 
:to pa.Jt.tlc.lpa.te, ot.LJt c.ou.nttr.y' .6 6u.ll po:te.nila.l c.a.n be.gin :to be. 6e1..t. 

I .6e.e. :the. ERA M a. beginning. I .6e.e il M a. bMe on whic.h :to btt.U.d. I 
c.a.n' :t. p!te.:te.nd il w.lll be. :the. ove.Jtnigh:t e.nd :to clil>cJl.imlna:ti.on. Bu:t pJto
g!te.6.6 in :the. Jte.c.ogrilti.on o 6 women M a. 601tc.e. in ot.LJt .6 oc.ie.:ty ne.e.d.6 le.gal 
Jtoa:U, and :the. ERA will p!tovide. :them. 

I .6e.e. :the. ERA M le.gi.-6.tation :tha:t'.o M impoJtta.nt :to :the. hotUiewi6e. a.o :to 
:the. c.Me.e.Jt woma.n. Lik.e. ma.ny wome.n, my htUiba.nd a.nd c.hi.td!te.n Me. my 6illt 
p!tio!tily, though I Jte.c.ogni..ze., :tha.t'.o not t.Jtue. 6oJt e.ve.Jtyone.. Bu:t my 
.ope.c.l6ic. U6e.6.:tyle. OIL lJOU!rA 1.-6 n.o:t :the. 1.-6.ou.e; :the .£.6.oue i-6 having :the. 
op:tlon :to dec.ide. The ERA does not ask us to change our priorities. It 
gives us the freedom to choose them. 

ThJ..6 i-6 :the rJealt :to uni..:te. a.ga.in.o:t :the. .&c.Me. :t.a.c.:tlc..6 whic.h c..tou.d :the. i.ot.ue.6 
a.nd :th!te.a.te.n to bloc.k ot.LJt c.ha.nc.e. 6olL Jte.a.l e.qua..tl:ty in :thi.6 c.ount.Jty. 

We.' ve. be.e.n give.n :the. Jtigh:t :to l.£.6e., Ube.Jtty a.nd :the. pUJrAuil 06 ha.ppine.6.0. 
Le.:t'.o ma.fie. :tho.oe. Jtight.6 a. ne.a.li:t.y. And le.:t'.o do il a.o a. mo.o:t. a.pp!top!tia.te. 
c.el.e.b!l.a.:llon 06 Ube.Jtty in ot.LJt Cou.nt.Jty' .o 200:th tjealt. 
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WASHINGTON 
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Dear Betty and Friends: 

Thank you very much for gathering here today on the concerns of 

the role of women in today's world. I am only sorry I can't be with 

you. However, I appreciate and share your interest in the 

emerging role for all women. 

It is my personal opinion that ratification of the ERA is the 

single most important step that our nation can take to extend 

equal opportunity to Americans. As a member of Congress, 

my husband voted affirmatively to place this 27th amendment as 

part of our federal constitution. As you are aware, this can only 

be accomplished by support of the several states. As a wife, 

mother and former businesswoman, I feel that this vital legislation 

should become law--it can only be accomplished by all of us 

working together. 

Best'wishes to all of you. 

Betty Ford 



I WOMEN'S RIGHTS 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

.. 



Thank. you. Ve!UJ mu.c.h 601t contacting lW. FoJtd Jtega/U.lln.g hell 

Jte.c.e.n:t a.won on ;the Equal R..lghto Amendme.n:t. She. a.ppJr.e.cia;te-6 

youJL .6haJLlng youJL view& wU:h hell. 

ff]~ ~ ~'. 'FeJtd '.6 peJUJ onai. o plrU.on :tha.t 1La.t.i.6ic.a.tlon o 6 .the ERA 

~ .the .6.i.ngle mo.6~ i.mpo!Wlnt .6~e.p :tha.t ou.JL na:UonU c.a.n t:a.ke. ~ 

ex.:tend equ.a.l oppoJr.:tu..n,U;y ~o aU. Ame/lie.~. Ni a membell 06 CongJte-6.6 
' ~ -

P.1tuident-F0Jtd vo~e.d a.66..iJuna:U.ve.ly ~o place tiU6 27.th ame.ndmen.t 

M pa!ti 06 ou.JL 6ed.eJr.ai.. c.oM:tUu-ti.on. M you. Me awa1te., ~ c.a.n 

oYf-ly be a.c.c.omp.ll6hed by t,uppo~ 06 .the. .6e.veJta.l .6ta.:tu. I.t .U- a. 

~a~ ;the. ki.ghu..t pt':/t6omt£:- p4UJJtttq-~ Mlb3. ~ ~ a 

w-l6e., mo.thell and 6oJtme.Jt bu..6.ine.M woma.n iFe 6eei# ;tha;t ~ 
MJ{J6".h..U vUai. l.egMf.ation .6houi.d become .f.aw. To ~ end .6he. 

now a.ddlr.U.6U he.Jt.6e.i.6 by woJtlUn.g w.UJUn ;the l.eg.i..6l.tLti..ve p!toc.U.6. 

Pie.M e. know .tha.:t MM. FoJr.d ~ gJta;te6u.f. 6oJt you.JL c.omme.n.-tA a.nd 

.6e.nd he.Jc. but w.Whu. 

. . 
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South 
Carolina 
Christians 
Support 
the 
Equal 
Rights 
Amend t· 



Because of the N1;lgious heritage of OW' State. 
prominent a~l'oh men and iJOmen llle:re aeked for 
theil' thoughts on the proposed Equal Rights 
Amendment to the V.S. Constitution. Theil' 
:responses are published here. 

***** 
As a Christian, I feel that GOd has a plan for 
the life of every individual. . We, as human 

·beings, have no right to define·or limit the 
opportunities of other human beings to find the 
best course for their lives. Men and women 
should be free to discover, with God's help, 
their own best way to develop and use their 
talents. The Equal Rights Amendment. will as
sure that sex will be no basis for denying this 
freedom to any American. 

Mrs. EdhJard L. Byrd 
Former President 

Wanen's Missionary Union 
S.C. Baptist Convention 

I support the ERA because as a Christian I can
not accept any fonn of discrimination, whether 
because of race, sex, age, religion, or station 
in life. The Apostle Paul put it simply: "In 
Christ there is neither male nor female." 

The Rev. L. D. Johnson 
Chaplain, Furman University 

The Gospel portrays through the words and ac
tions of Jesus Christ His belief in the equal 
dignity of women, the proper intellectual life 
of women, and the responsibility of women to 
develop their potential capabilities as they 
respond to society as Christians. I encourage 
all Christians to do no less than Jesus Christ 
who promoted the equality of women,· and urge 

. you to support the ratification of the Equal 
Rights Jl:nendment. 

Mrs. w. Roy Parker 
ERA Support Pl'oj ect i S. C. 

The United Methodist ChUJ'ch 

I heartily support the ratification of the 
Equal Rights Jl:nendment and trust that our State 
will shortly give approval to this amendment to 
the Constitution, The time for discrimination 
has long passed in South Caroll na and we need 
the contribution our women can make to our so
ciety. This amendment is not only good re
ligion, it's good sense. 

The Rt. Rev. Gray Temple 
Bishop, Episcopal. Dioaese of s.c. 

The goal of equal rights for all citizens fs 
deeply ingrained in the very ffber of American 

J>rinciples and ideals. The Equal Rights Amend· 
ment is not only consistent with those ideals 
and principles; it is, in fact, a part of our .. 
basfc heritage of human fairness and dignity. · 
As Governor--and as a concerned citizen of . 
South Carolina--1 am corrmitted to the passage 
of this inost important amendment to the U.S. 
Constitution. , : 

· The Hon~ .John· c. West'· 
Govel'!'IOr of S. C., i9?t·29?6 .· 

P:resbyte:ri.an .E.lder 

Although I have in my mind still some reser
vations about the possible implications of the 
Equal Rights Amendment, I feel free, never
theless, to support the Bill because of the 
worthwhile things I see in it. I hope, there
fore, that it will pass the legislature in 
South Carolina and that this State will stand 
with those which have already ratified th~ 
Amendment. 

The Rt. Rev. Geol'ge M. Al.~andel' 
Bishop 

Epiecopa'L Diocese of Uppel' S. C. 

Vatican II, under Pope John XXIII, called for 
an end to all forms of discrimination, inclu
ding discrimination based on sex. We Catholic 
Women for the ERA see our support for ratifica
tion of the Equal Rights Amendment as a major 
way of responding to that ca11 here in the 
United States. 

Ruthann F<»: Hines 
Acting Coordinator 

s.c. Cathoiic Women for the ERA 

At last the New Testament vision of women's: 
potential is coming true! The Equal Rights 
Jl:nendnent recognizes a God-given fact··that 
women have gifts and rights which are in all 
respects equal to those give.n ;.ien. The Amend· 
ment will guarantee recogmt10n of this vast 
potential and remind us all of the richness of 
creation. I am pleased that the Lutheran 
Church Women is among the organizations seeking 
to gain ratification in South Carolina of this 
act of Congress. 

The Rev. H. Ceol'ge Andel'son 
President . · 

Lutheran Southel'n TheoZogicaZ Seminal'!( 

A Biblical-grounded principle fs that no group 
should be exploited and that every metrber of 
all groups should have full . opportunity for 
growth .and participation in ·society. There 
have been conflicting views, reflected in the 
Scriptures and historically in the church, as 
to juft who should be "full citizens." The 
tfme has now come, as it can through, the ERA, 
to remove any lingering restrictions on the 
legal rights of women. 

The Rev. H"""11.'d G, MaClain 
Ezecutive Ni.niste:r 

Christian Action Councit 

1 have been fn favor of the Equal Rights Amend
ment .since 1 first heard about it because I be
lieve that our nation's strength depends upon 
the defense of the rf ghts of every citizen of 
our country. I believe that God is not a re
specter of persons: that fn His sight ft does 
not matter whether we are Gentile or Jew, ·slave 
or free, male or female. In view of this, as a 
priest and a citizen of the United States, I 
endorse the Equal Rights Amendment to the 
Constitution. 

The Rev. Thomae R. Duffy 
Viaa:r GenePal. 

Roman Catholic Dioaeee of Chal'l.eston 

The .1972 General Conference of the United Meth
odist Church in ses~ion in Atlanta, Georgia, 
·clearly endorsed the passage of the Equal 
Rights Amendment. · It did so for Biblical and 
theological reasons. The Conference stated: 
"The Gospel makes clear that Jesus regarded 
women, men, and children equally. In contrast 
to' the contemporary male - centered society, 
Jesus related to women with respect and sensi
tivity. as individual persons." I urge all 
United Methodists to study the ERA carefully 
and to work through appropriate structures for 
ratification. 

Edb>al'd L. 1'u His 
Bishop 

United Methodist Chul'ch, s.c. 

As a Christian, I support tlie Equal Rights 
Amendment because it wi 11 free men and women 
from artificial barriers and enable each person 
to develop the potential which God has placed 
within us. Let the power of the Spirit direct 
what we shalt be and not the laws of men. 

[)p, c. M • .Johnson 
Pastor, Ma;jo:ri.ty Baptist Chl.U'ch 



Historically, Black wamen have borne the burden 
of double d1scr1mfnatfon. As opportunities for 
Black men are gradually becaming available, the 

.same opportunities are being denied Black women 
on the basis of sex. St. Paul reminds us of 
the moral truth that when one mel!Der of our 
society suffers. then all of us suffer together. 
I heartily endorse the passage of the Equa 1 
Rights Amendment as a positive step in the 

. struggle for justice for all. 

Dr. Benjamin J. GZover 
President 

AZZen University 

One of the unique concepts of Christianity is 
the worth and dignity of each individual. We 
cannot overlook thfs concern for the basic 
rights of women in the United States. The r.at
ificatfon of the ERA will help insure these 
rights. Won't you join me in supporting this 
important Twenty - Seventh Amendment to the 
United States Constitution? 

Ma:l'JI Arl71"
0

SheaZy (Mrs. James B.) 
President 

Lutheran ChJ.a>ch Wonren 

Human liberation fs central to the Christian 
faith. Oppression and enslavement are contrary 
to God's pramise. ERA is one attempt to do 
sanething tangible about the oppression of 
women. It 1s an attempt to enhance the rela
tionships between men and women and to make 
possible the growth and achievement of full 
personhood for the women of America. I affinn 
and support the ERA. Jesus Christ pranoted the 
dignity and quality of wcxnen. As a follower of 
Him, I can do no less~ 

Marian A.· Jones 
Associate I>i.rector 

Counci Z on Ministries 
'1'hs United Methodist Church, S.C. 

Implementation of ERA will mean virtually wip
ing out discriminatori practices which have 
crippled the deyelopment and productiveness of 
a few. ERA is another example that once the 
people of this nation are certain that action 
is necessary, they act. Therefore, this amend
ment should be approved in keeping with our 
Christian way of life. 

Eunice w. Ponder 
Baptist Laywoman 

The goal of Church Women United 1s one of a 
"Journey Toward Wholeness.• We must carry out 
our intentions to became whole persons by dis
cerning that our Christian Faith and experience 
penneates the whole and cannot be a departmen
talized feature in our lives •. A preferred 
world has to do with justice in all its dimen
sions. We cannot think of any better guarantee 
of this justice than to support the ERA. The 
rights of women to livelihood and fulfillment 
of their aspirations as citizens. wives. moth
ers. and children of God must be safeguarded. 

Marie Toner 
President 

Church Women United, S.C. 

This publication was made possible with the 
assistance of the Columbia Young Wanen's Chris
tian Association and The Cor.rnission on the 
Status and Role of Women of The United Metho
dist Church in South Carolina. 

Additional copies are available for $3/100. 
Bulk prices on request. 

S.C. Coalition for the Equal Rights Amendment 
1517 Hampton Street, Suite 307 
Columbia, South Carolina 29201 

(803)-256-1962 

January, 1975 

,, 

South 
Carolina 
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Equal 
Rights 
Amendl"Y'\n"'t · 



:-::----::' EQUAL RIGHTS Arv~Er~Drl.1Ein RATIFICATION COUNCIL r.r 
Suite 1101, 1730 K St., N. w., Washington, D. c. ·20036 

Mary Gereau • Chairman 

(202) 785-4411 

Marguerite Rawalt, Vice Chairman 
Washi11gto11 Fonrm 

(703) 521-7385 NEXT MEETING 
l~lizabcth Chillick, Trc::isurcr 
Natio11al 01aimu111, Natirmal Woma11 'i Party WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 19, 1975 

{20:!} S46-1210 

Anna Rankin Harris, Secretary 
Nativ11af Associa1io11 of Women 
Dea1rs a11d Cou11sclors 

1:30 P. ·M. 

(202) 966-4634 

OPENING 
BUSINESS 

BPW's WORK OF 
COORDINATION 

ERA DEFEATED 
IN OKLAHO~·JA 

HOUSE 

BOA..'JID ROOM* 
(Eighth Floor) 

National Education Association 
1201 16th Street, N. W. 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20036 · 

*16th Street Elevator 

MINUTES OF MEETING 
· January 22, 1-975 

Chairman Mary C. Gereau (NTEU) presided at the meeting in the 
Allan Room of the National Education Association Center. 

The minutes of the meeting of November 20, 1974, were approved 
as printed. 

Elizabeth Chittick (NWP) presented. the Treasurer's Report (see 
Appendix A) which was approved as read. The balance on hand as 
of December 31, 1974, was $1,768.64. 

At the request of the chairman, Mariwyn :Q. Heath, National ERA 
Coordinator for BPW, reported on the meeting held on December 10 
at the BPW Headquarters on M.:lssachusetts Avenue. Representatives 
of the other endorsing organizations were invited to this meet
ing. Also present were members of the finn of Baily, Deardourff & 
Eyre, Inc., which has been employed by BPW to assist in the efforts 
to coordinate the expenditure of funds raised by BPW for the pro
motion of ERA. Raising an additional $100,000 and avoiding dupli
cation of effort are two main objectives of the firm and BPW. 

In Oklahoma, some ERA sponsors insisted on a floor vote ,..()ll,. '· 

January 21, against advice. ERA was defeated by a vg.t:El:. 6£ .:.5\to 
45. BPW has issued a strong statement to the people:~nd the'<;tJ\ 
legislators of Oklahoma (see Appendix B). t~ ~ 

"-r~/ 
"Equality of righls under the law shall 1101 be denied or abridged by the United Slates <lr by any State on account of se:..." 



J>lt&C J 
t:"'ARC~linutes 
January 22, 197 5 

FINANCIAL 
ASSISTANCE 
TO SEVEN 
STATES 

NEW 
PUBLICATIONS 
ABOUT ERA 

-=;> 

---7 

111erc is a need for funds in all of the above. 

It was MOVED by Elizabeth Chittick and SECONDED by Catherine 
EAST (CACSW) that ERA.RC send $100 to each of the following 
state coalitions: Alabama, Arizona, Indiana·, Missouri, North 
Carolina, North Dakota, and Virginia; and that $100 be sent 
to each of the two working coalitions in Illinois. PASSED 

AFSCME distributed a.striking folder, SEX - It's No Reason To 
Discriminate Against More Than Half of All Americans, which it 
had prepared. 

HOUSEWIVES FOR ERA, 1108 South Boulevard, Evanston, Illinois 60202, 
has published three interesting pieces of literature which may 
be obtained by sending a stamped, addressed envelope. 

NOTE: Catherine East recommended adding the following 
information on legal sources to the folder 
entitled Homemakers Need the Equal Rights Amend
ment: 

"Family Support Laws and the Equal Rights 
Amendment in Missouri", by Joan M. Krauskopf, 
professor of law, University of Missouri Law 
School, in Citizen's Voice, Journal of 
Missouri Association for Social Welfare 
(Vol. .1, No. 2, November - December 1,973). 

"Partnership Marriage: The Solution to an 
Ineffective and Inequitable Law of Support" 
by Joan M. Krauskopf and Rhonda C. Thomas, in 
the Ohio State Law Journal, Vol. 35, No. 3). 

/.'(:::.:~ ~:::;/, 

\
,~,~" <.~,.·... : 

.., ~ '~ ,. ,, 
"": Irene Murphy, who formerly represented the Federation of / 

Organizations for Professional Women on the ERARC, is the autho~ 
of Public Policy on the Status of Women: Agenda and Strategy 

.for the Seventies, published by Lexington Books, Lexington, 
Massachusetts, 1973 (price $12). 

Network has published a flyer called Catholics and the ERA. A 
copy is enclosed with these minutes. ~ 

The ERA Support Project of the United Methodist Board of. Church 
and Society has produced a filmstrip on ERA. A complimentary 
copy will be made available to ERARC members who are interested. 
The enclosed yellow order form may be used to order your copy. AtJ. J..._.J 

Attached to these minutes is the fact sheet and lesson plan which 
was prepared and publishe~ by ERARC for distribution to homemakers 
clubs through home demonstration agents (see Appendix D). 
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Catholics 
and the 

Pope John XI II noted in Pacem in Terris that "women 
are now taking a part in public life" and that "since 
women are becoming more conscious of their dig
nity, they will not tolerate being treated as mere 
material instruments, but demand rights befitting a 
human person both in domestic and in public life." 

In this context, the many Catholics who support the 
Equal Rights Amendment want to clarify their posi
tions for citizens and legislators in states that have 
not yet ratified the amendment. 

No official Catholic position exists on the ERA. 
Individual Catholics and some Catholic organiza
tions have taken a liroad range of positions on the 
ERA. 

This brochure represents the views of the growing 
number of Catholics who support passage of the 
EQUAL RIGHTS AMENDMENT. 

. . 

• .. 



What the Catholic Church 
says about women's rights 
"There is therefore in the Church no inequality on the 
basis of race or nationality, social condition or sex 
because 'there is neither Jew nor Gentile, there is 
neither slave nor freeman, there is neither male nor 
female. For you are all one in Jesus Christ' [Gala
tians 3/28, emphasis added]." 

#32 Constitution on the Church 
Vatican II 

··with respect to the fundamental rights of the per
son, every type of discrimination, whether social or 
cultural, whether based on sex, race, color, social 
condition, language, or religion, is to be overcome 
and eradicated as contrary to God's intent [emphasis 
added]." 

#29 Constitution on the Church in the Modern World 
Vatican II 

The purpose of the ERA 
The purpose of the amendment is to provide con
stitutional protection for both men and women 
against laws which discriminate on the basis of sex. It 
will ensure that both men and women will be treated 
as individuals under the law. 

Why we need the ERA 
The necessary changes in our legal structures can 
be brought about most effectively by a constitutional 
amendment. Other routes to reform have not been 
working well: 
-Women should not have to try to achieve legal 
rights on a case-by-case basis. 
- The Fourteenth Amendment has not been 
adequate in achieving legal equality for women. 
-Piecemeal legislative revisions, touted by some as 
the cure-all, have been slow and uncertain. 

What the ERA Will
and will not-do 
T' ·- Catholic Church, and Catholics as individuals. 
are vitally concerned with responsible parenthood 

home .. family We rightly ask, about new laws, 
Wliat will ttiey do to these cherished values? 

Tre ERA v11ll enable women-and men-to do what 
P')pe Jo"n talks about. assert rights bef11t1ng a 
... umaf' oers0'1 '1 domestic life It will not impose any 
adverse ::"anges that affect children home and 
'a'Tl ly 

The Catholic Church, and Catholics as individuals. 
are also vitally concerned with human dignity ... with 
the equality of all persons ... with justice in laws and 
administration of laws .. . with fair working conditions 
... with a government that makes all these possible. 
We rightly ask, about new laws, What will they do to 
these cherished values? 

The ERA supports these values. 
That's why so many Catholics support the ERA. 

How the ERA will affect 
the family 
The ERA will allow women more options about how 
to contribute to the quality of life. NETWORK, a na
tional organization of Catholic sisters working for 
social justice through legislation, points out that this 
opening up of possibilities does not threaten the 
essential dignity of women. Sister Carol Coston, 
O.P., NETWORK, adds, "As women who have em
braced an alternative life style that has long been 
honored in the Church, we are keenly aware of the 
need to sustain and support the rights of women to 
make choices without arbitrary legal impediments 
based on sex." 

James Jennings, an instructor with the Washington 
Theological Consortium, bases his support of the 
ERA in part on his belief that the ERA can actually 
help family life. "I support the ERA because it will be 
an important and necessary step in allowing both 
women and men to achieve their full potential. The 
growth and development on the part of both husband 
and wife can only have good effects on family life." 

Msgr. John J. Egan, director of the Institute of Pas
toral Ministry, Notre Dame University, is not worried 
about the ERA's effect on families. He says, "I be
lieve that the ERA will allow women complete legal 
equality without infringing on their private lives or 
family relationships. I think our country needs the 
resources of women and therefore should not inhibit 
their potential by any legal discrimination." 

Wording of proposed Equal Rights 
Amendment 
Section 1 Equality of rights under the law shall not be 
denied or abridg~d by the United States or by any State 
O"' account of sex. 
Section 2. The Congress shall have the power to en- '~ 
force. by appropriate legislation. the provisions of th1;r 
article 
Section 3. This amendment shall take effect two yem ~ 
a ~r the date of ratification. 
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The arrangements that husbands and wives choose 
to work. out between themselves, about family 
matters~hild rearing, money management, job de
cisions, whether to have a new baby or buy a new car 
on credit-will, un-der the ERA, remain their own 
decisions. Such choices will surely be conditioned by 
a couple's cultural, religious and family back
grounds-but not by the ERA. 
In cases of separation or divorce 
o the ERA would strengthen the trend toward mak
ing the good of the child the chief yardstick in custody 
decisions-a trend that most Catholics would regard 
as desirable; 
o women who need support would be awarded that 
support, as in the past. 

The ERA and protective 
legislation 
Some supporters of women's rights oppose the ERA 
out of well-intentioned but groundless fears that it 
might threaten the legal protections for women that 
have been built up over the years, especially in labor 
laws and welfare. 
NOT SO. It will extend to men some benefits women 
now enjoy, but it will not rob women of any genuine 
protections. Rather, it will unmask some "protective" 
laws for what they have proven to be: thin disguises 
for excluding women from parts of the job market. 

Under the ERA, employment would be based on a 
person's capacity to do a job, not on arbitrary rules 
that presume that no women can do what any man 
can d~aws restricting women's hours of work, for 
example. 
Few would argue against genuinely protective labor 
laws-and the ERA will assure that such laws protect 
men as well as women. Meanwhile, many Catholics 
agree with Sister Mary Luke Tobin, S.L., associate 
director of Church Women United and former presi
dent of the Leadership Conference of Women Re
ligious, who supports the ERA because "it would 
help provide equal pay for ever larger numbers of 
women who are heads of families." 
Barbara Brown et al, writing in The Yale Law Jour
nal, concludes that under the Equal Rights Amend
ment, courts are "'not likely to find any justification for 
the continuance of laws which exclude women from 
certain occupations. Legislatures which are con
cerned with real hazards in certain jobs will have to 
enact sex-neutral protections (April 1971, p. 929). 

Dr. Nancy Campbell, visiting professor of law at 
Catholic University, affirms that "ERA has no provi
sions that might be harmful to people on welfare. 
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Welfare laws do not contain sex discriminations. In
sofar as it would have any effect at all, it lf\'.OUld be 
helpful, because some provisions of the Social Se
curity Act are at present discriminatory." For exam
ple, today if a woman dies or retires, her widower is 
not automatically entitled as a dependent to his 
wife"s benefits. Under ERA he would be. 

Perspectives on the ERA 
from Catholic leaders 
Constitutional principles 
"We hold that the constitutional principle of equality 
for women is just as important as those principles 
upholding rights against discrimination because of 
religion and race." 

National Coalitior;i of American Nuns 

"Ratification of the Equal Rights Amendment would 
demonstrate that we are a Nation truly committed to 
equality. Ratification would go far toward ensuring 
that sex, like other immutable and irrelevant charac
teristics, plays no part in determining individual worth 
or opportunity." 

Rev. Theodore M. Hesburgh, C.S.C. 
President, University of Notre Dame 

Former Chairman, U.S. Commission on Civil Rights 
Chairman of the Board, Overseas 

Development Council 

The Church's social teaching 
"The passage of the Equal Rights Amendment forms 
one of the basic steps toward that equality of oppor
tunity which makes the just society." 

Rev. William Ryan, S.J. 
Jesuit economist and religious writer 

Peritus, 1971 Synod of Bishops 
Member, U.S. Bishops' Committee on Social 

Development ·and World Peace 

"It seems to me that the passage of the Equal Rights 
amendment is a matter of simple justice. Arguments 
against it ignore the facts: that experience proves 
that current legislation is insufficient to provide re
dress against the inequities at present built into our 
economic system by history and custom; that the 
poorest of the poor are women kept indigent by these 
inequities. that a large proportion of working women 
are single heads of households; that most women 
living today will spend 25 years or more in the labor 
force etc. It is unthinkable that these women should 
cont<nue to be treated as secondary citizens ... 

Abigail McCarthy, author 
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"The issue of promoting women's rights is basically 
an issue of structural social justice. The consistent 
social te1tching of the Catholic Church calls for the 
opening up of all structures which inhibit freedom of 
individuals to lead full human lives. The passage of 
the ERA would open up the legal structures which 
now discriminate against women." 

Rev. Peter Henriot, S.J. 
Jesuit political scientist and theological writer 

Member, planning group for U.S. Bishops· 
Bicentennial Justice Celebration 

Basic human rights 
"The United States. as one of the nations which feels 
most sophisticated and is listed first among the de
veloped countries of the world, has yet to offer equal
ity before the law to half its citizens. This principle has 
been declared a basic human right by the United 
Nations. I strongly urge that all citizens support the 
passage and implementation of the Equal Rights 
Amendment." 

Jane Blewett, Catholic laywoman 
Press representative, Bucharest 

Conference on Population 
Rome Conference on World Food 

"I support the passage of the Equal Rights Amend
ment because the present dual system of legal 
rights discriminates against half the population of 
America." 

Rev. Joseph A. Francis, S.V.D. 
President, Conference of Major Superiors of Men 

Provincial, Society of the Divine Word 

"As Catholic women we respond to the biblical in
junction to justice. The. Church is expressing its zeal 
for justice in working for a new fundamental law. For 
citizens of the U.S.A., the Equal Rights Amendment 
is our fundamental law." 

Sister Thomas Aquinas Carroll, A.S.M. 
Former President, Leadership Conference 

of Women Religious 
Delegate, International Union of Superior 

Generals of Religious Women 

World needs and human potential 
"The challenges and solution to the world"s problems 
and wounds require the full strength and dedication 
of all persons-male and female. The ERA is an 
essential condition and prerequisite to allow women. 
as well as men, to utilize the full measure of their 
personal resources." 

SISier Margaret Brennan, l.H.M. 
Consultant to U.S. Bishops' Committee on 

Women in Society and the Ch11rch 

Legal opinion in support 
of the ERA 
Both proponents and opponents of ERA quote from 
the April. 1971. Yale Law Journal issue on The 
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Equal Rights Amendment: A Constitutional Basis for 
Equal Rights for Women. " Anti-ERA literature has · 
often quoted this source out of context.· For the 
record, the conclusion of The Yale Law Journal's 
scholarly report strongly favors passage of ERA: 

··The transformation of our legal system to one 
which establishes equal rights for women under the 
law is long overdue. Our present dual system of 
legal rights has resulted, and can only result, in 
relegating half of the population to second class 
status in our society. What was begun in the 
Nineteenth Amendment, extending to women the 
right of franchise, should now be completed by 
guaranteeing equal treatment to women in all areas 
of legal rights and responsibilities. We believe that 
the necessary changes in our legal structure can be 
accomplished effectively only by a constitutional 
amendment. " 

·The Citizens· Advisory Council on the Status of Women 
has a documented report on the misleading quotes. 

For further information 

League of Women Voters of the United States 
1730 M St., N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20036 

Common Cause 
2030 M St., N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20036 

National Federation of Business and Professional 
Women's Clubs, Inc. 

2012 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20036 

Citizens' Advisory Council on the Status of Women 
Room 1336 
Department of Labor Building 
Washington, D.C. 20210 

Catholic organizations which have 
endorsed the ERA 

Catholic Women for the ERA 
Catholic Caucus of the Ecumenical Task Force on Women 

and Religion 
Las Hermanas 
Leadership Conference of Women Religious 
National Assembly of Women Religious 
Nal!onal Coalition of American Nuns 
NETWORK 
St. Joan·s International Alliance (American Section) 
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NETWORK 
224 D St., S.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20003 
(202) 832-1914 
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AN AUDIOVISUAL ON THE EQUAL RIGHTS AMENDMENT 

This short filmslip is designed as a discussion starter, adaptable to different 
groups and settings. The contents focus on the history of the amendment, 
why it is needed, who supports it, what effect the amendment will have on 
certain laws. Resources and a script are included. 

The filmslip is produced and distributed by the ERA Support Project (a joint 
project of the Women's Division, Board of Global Ministries and the Board 
of Church and Society of the United Methodist Church) 100 Maryland 
Avenue, N.E., Yvasltingt;)n, D.C. 20002. 

Order Form on back 
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Order Form 

Please send me ------- filmslip sct(s) Order No. W3000. $1.00 each. (Orders cannot be processed 
without payment) 

Name--------------------------·----------------------------------

Addre•-----------------------------------------------------------
City __________________________ State _____________________ Zip _________ _ 

Mail to: Service Department, 100 Maryland Avenue, N.E., Washington, D.C. 20002. 



t1ATERIALS. AVAILABLE 

Pam hlets 
The following list is a samp1inq of s<>:nP. of the available brochures which can be 
obtained in quantity.) 

The Eoual__Bj_ghts ,l\mendw.ent - i,:hat It \.!ill ~rid llon't Do, Citizens' Advisory Council ori 
the Status of Ho!11en, U.S. Dept. of Labor, !~:n. 4211, Hashington,-o .c. 20210 CACSt·J It1:·: 
No. 10 - N., April 28, 1970. 

The Equal Rights Amendment and Alimony ar;d Al imon.v and Child Su;!port La\·Js, sa~1e source 
as above, C/\CS\'J Item :lo. 23 - N, January 1972. 

The Equal Riqhts Amendment -- Sen~tor Ervin's t1inority Report and the Yale Law Journal 
same source as above, CACSH Item Uo. 29 - N, July 1972. 

ERA: A Bread And Butter Issue~ American Assoc. of University Homen, Sales Office, 2401 
Virginia Ave. N.H., ~lash. D.C. 20037 ~ Contributions to cover costs requested. 

What ERA Hill Do For Men_, Nat'l: Federation of Business and Professional Women's Clubs, 
2012 Massachusetts Ave. N.H., Hash. D.C. 20036. 

Women in the 70's: BlaGk WoNen and the ERA, Lea9ue of Homen Voters, U.S., 1730 M. St. N.H . 
...,,Wa_s_,,h-.-.-o ...... -=c=--._..,,..20.,,...,0"""'3,..,,6,,,_. ___,p'-u""""b-. .....,~,..,..:0-.--=-5 27 . cost : $3 • OG for 1 oo . . 
Answers to Questions .'\bout tl!e Eo~!al Riqhts !'mendment, tlational Ho!'nan•s Party, . .144 Consti
tution Ave. N.E~, Wash. D.C. 20002. Contributions to cover costs requested. 

~e Church, Rei igion $ and the ERA, ERA Support Project, United Methodists. Write to 
Service Dept., 100 i1aryland Ave., tLE., Hash. D.C. 20002, Order No. H6000, Contributions 
to cover costs. requested. 
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MEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

January 10, 1977 

'I'O: Sheila 

FROM: Karen Kiesling via telephone call today 
RE: ERA/Indiana .,. 

Ta lked to Jo McCarty in Indiana 

Background: Sent telegram to Mrs. Ford requesting 
her to come to Indiana 

w~ s told she couldn't. 
which evidently did not 
to urge Ray Richards to 

Sent another telegram, 
arrive, requesting her 
support in Committee 

ERA Ratification passed House Committee 10-3 
day before yesterday. Has not been scheduled 
f or floor action yet. 

13 out of 52 Republicans in House support ERA 
Republicans Cont rol House (They are fairly 
sure about the Senate) 

R; ' Pr->C)T is ~h< t Mr. s. Ford cal , Gove rnor ~io"l·JN1, who support~· 
E. , ask ·.ng · · to urge r atitic. i n in hi~ c~- o S 
Message to be given tomorrow. Telephone Number 317/633-4567. 

For Your Information: The big issue seems to be the anti-ERA 
f orces' arg 1 \eY t that "you can tear up your So ial Security 
c a rd if ERA passes." 

Also, Senator Dick Lugar supports ERA but hasn't been very 
helpful, nor has the Republican State Chairman Milligan . 

. . 



MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 4, 1975 

NAi"\JCY HOWE 
NARBA PERROTT 

· NANCY RUWE · / 
SHEILA WEIDENFELD 

PHILIP BUCHENtf?w~S. 
In view of the interest of the press and public demonstrators 
in the First Lady's activities to support the proposed Women's 
Rights Constitutional Amendment, I am reminded to caution each 
of you about use of White House staff or facilities for acti
vities not in the ordinary course of official operations. 

The activities related to the Women's Rights Amendment were 
intended to influence the votes of State Legislators and are 
in no way restricted by any Federal legislation. However, if 
there were to be activities intended to influence the public 

..;""')on legislation before the Congress, my office should be con-
( sulted before any steps are taken. · 
Q . 

Also, on any functions which are related to fund raising 
projects or which might appear to pose conflict-of-interest 
problems with persons doing substantial business with the 
Government or having a major interest in the outcome of 
particular Federal legislative proposals, I would suggest 
advance consultation with my office. 

' 

Another way in wnich we may be helpful to you is in proposing 
how to answer correspondence to the First Lady or press 
questions which touch upon legal matters or the propriety of 
particular activities. 

There is no thought that problems have aln:ady arisen which 
should have been avoided, but in order to maintain the good 
record, I am suggesting that caution should be exercised in 
the matters described so as to avoid any possible future 
problems. 



TO: Sheila Weidenfeld March 2, 1975 

FROM: Doug Bailey 
John Deardourf f 

REQUEST: ERA Teleph?ne Call to Illinois State Senator John Nimrod 
on Monday, March· 3rd. 

l. The Illinois Senate Vote is now scheduled for late Tuesday 
afternoon, March 4th. The expected ruling will be for a 51% 
majority (30 votes}. ERA will have 30 votes or more, unless some 
nervous Senators "take a walk 11

• Senator Nimrod is under some pres
sure to do just that. 

2. Senator John Nimrod is a middle-of-the-road Republican, in 
his second Senate term, from the suburban Chicago Cook County 
District covering Maine Township. He voted against ERA in 1973; 
he voted for ERA in 1974; and until the last few days has been con
sidered a-sure pro-ERA vote this year. His constituency is 
heavily Jewish -- and he recognizes their strong suppor~ of ERA. 

But he is getting very heavy pressure from the Republican 
organization in Cook County and his District to vote "No" or to 
"take a walk". The Cook County GOP Chairman (who is currently 
under federal indictment) is strongly anti-ERA. And Nimrod's 
District GOP Chairman is also. 

Senator Nimrod knows he should vote for it, and a call 
would probably give him the confidence to do so. 

3. Purpose of call: To assure that Senator Nimrod will be present 
and will vote for ERA on Tuesday. 

4. Some suggested J?Oints for the call: 

a. Indicate that the call is confidential unless he wishes 
otherwise. 

b. Indicate that this is your only call -- that you had called 
Senator Harris a few weeks ago -- but that this time you 
wanted to talk with a strong ERA suppor_t;er_.!'r --= __ _. 

c. Inquire as to how he thinks the vote will go. Ask whether 
there have been any Republican defections on the issue. 

d. Indicate how important continued GOP backinq for F.P..A is, 
for the Party in Illinois and nationally. 

e. Ask whether all the pro-ERA votes will be there. Say that 
you had heard that Senator Roe (R, pro-ERA) was in the hos
pital and that you hoped he could make the vote -- that with 
a set number of votes needed, an absence is just as much a 
vote against as an actual "no" vote~ 

f. Ask him to call Sheila Weidenfeld after the vote -- to let 
you know what happened. 

5. Timing of the call: Monday, March 3rd. 
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WHITE HOUSE~ 
WASHINGTON 

Date 

MEMO TO: 

FROM: JEANNE M. HOLM 

For Appropriate handling 

For your information 

Per your request 

Remarks: 

a _. so. 

.. 



Eilen Goodman's editorial on 11The Patrons of Betty Ford 11 

is a strange combination of misrepresentation of the President's 

position on women's equality (and ERA) and misreading of the 

relationship between the President and his wife Betty. It is 

also a put-down of the important role that a wife plays in 

the 14fe of a man who is in a position to make national policy 

which touches all of our lives. That it should have come from 

a woman journalist of Ms. Goodman's stature is an especially 

low blow to the feminist movement. 

As we look at the campaign poster with Betty Ford standing 

at her husband's side we should wonder why it hasn't been done 

before. 

In the confusion of an election we tend to forget that 

when we elect a President in this country we also catapult an 

entire family into the White House. Like it or not, each member 

assumes the stature of a public figure and role model to millions. 

The attempt to belittle Betty Ford's role is a put-down of 

someone who has become universally admired for her spirit and 

for what she represents to millions of women who have chosen , ~ • ;~ ~~T'-1-T 
. . <.-\ 

to be wives and mothers at the sacrifice of their own careers "' \ ;oi· 

"" ~i refuse to give up their own identities in the process~. j but who 

"" / While the public's interest in the fami1y of a President.._ __ , 

(or a candidate) has a certain element of vo~urism, is more funda-

mental than that. To know the family, especially the wife, 

is to know much about the man. The fact is that President Ford 

not only tolerates but also respects the right of his wife to· 

express her own views in public even rihen they may not agree 
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with his own.. This reveals much about his own sense of identity and 

his maturity. Most public men would be threatened by such 

independence on the part of their wives. 

The implication that the President merely indulges 

her views on women•s issues but has no sincere convictions 

of his own and that, while she has been fighting for the 

ERA, he 11 has been tolerant of it'~ simply does not square with 

the facts. 

President Ford has been an active supporter of women's 

rights for many years. As a Member of Congress he was instrumental 

in securing passage of the Equal Rights Amendment, a fact acknow

ledged by the 11mother11 of the .Amendment, Martha Griffiths. 

In 1970, when she was attempting 

to obtain the signatures needed for a discharge petition to force 
the 

the Amendment fromfi:ommittee where it had languished for 47 years, 

it was Minority Leader Gerald Ford who supplied the additional 

signatures she needed. In Martha Grifflths words: 11 (he) supplied some 

real moxie too; He lined up 15 or 16 names right at the end. 11 

On August 10, 1970 in his remarks on the floor prior to 

casting his vote in favor of the Amendment Mr. Ford said: II 

(the Amendment's) time has come just as surely as did the 19th 

Amendment to the Constitution 50 years ago, giving women the!..'." -;:;~ 
right to vote ... " (if ~I 

Since becoming President, Mr. Ford has repeatedly ~ 
urged ratification of the ERA in interviews and official statements. On 

February 4 ,1976, he to1d the New Hampshire Times: 11 I support ratification 

of the Equal Rights Amendment and I have urged the adoptfon of 

it by the states. The Nation cannot afford discrimination against 
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any individual based solely upon race, creed, sex or national 

origin. As we enter our third century as a Nation, it is 

particularly important that we reaffirm our commitment to equal 

opportunities for all our citizens. 11 

In his proclamations declaring Women's Equality Day for 

each of the last three years, he has called up the states "who 

have not ratified the Equal Rights Amendment to give serious 

consideration to its ratification and the upholding of our Nation's 

heritage. 11 

On July 1 this year.before a group of 900 women leaders 

and members of the press, he reiterated his support: 11 I have 

long favored, voted for ERA, and I hope to see it a part of our 

Constitution before too long." He went on to point out that 

"injustice cannot wait upon politics, nor upon the lengthy 

public discussion which has already delayed ratification of this 

constitutional amendment. The time to act is now." 

He announced that he had directed the Attorney General 

to plan a review of all Federal laws and regulations identifying those that 

discriminate on the basis of sex and to make recommendations for 

change. He also encouraged the Governors of all the 

States 11 to initiate a similar review of all State laws to bring 

them into harmony with our American philosophy of absolute 

equality under the law. 11 

Since taking office, he has supported and signed 

legislation eliminating discrimination based on sex in housing, 

credit, education and appointments to service academies. Earlier 

this year he recommended to the Congress that the estate and gift 
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taxes on transfers between spouses be eliminated altogether 

since in effect they constitute a "widow's tax. 11 Unfortunately 

the Congress did not see fit to include this provision in their 

tax bi 11. 

Moreover, the President's confidence in women's capabilities 

as decision and policy makers is reflected in the fact that he 

has appointed more women to top level jobs on his staff and throughout 

this Administration ·than any President in history. 

And he has pledged to do more if he is given the opportunity to 

put together his own Administration next year. 

This is hardly the record of a President who is merely 

11 tolerant 11 of the ERA or in anyway lukewarm to women's equality. 

That nis wife Betty may have been a major influence on 

his attitudes toward women is highly probable and in no way 

denegrates the fact. It is, rather, a mark of his respect for 

her and for women in general. 

Jeanne M. Holm 

Special Assistant to the President for Women 

. . 
/' :' . 
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Mrs. Ford has asked me to thank you for sharing your 
views on the Equal Rights Amendment. 

Unlike most issues before the state legislatures, the X ERA 
will affect all citizens of the United States and is therefore 
national in scope. Because the First Lady feels it would be 
inappropriate if persons fn the White House or)any place in 
our country were prohibited from taking part in the discussion 
of what should or should not be the law of the land, she exercised 
lwJ-r eeAirtii•i•n•l- 'gkt ~freedom of speech in, as you did, 
conveying her personal opinion. 

Please know that Mrs. Ford admires yrur commitment and 
involvement and would encourage your further participation 
in the legislative process. 

With best wishes, 



Unlike any other matter unde r <..onsideTation by a state legislature. 
an amendment to the Constitution of the United States is, of course. 
national legislation . Mrs . Ford believes tha t it is entire ly appr opriat e 
for national leaders t o partid.pate in the d i s cussion of what should or 
should not b e the sup r eme law of the land . 

o r 

Unlike any other matter under :Im- conside ration by a state legislature, 
an amendment to the Constitution of the United States is, of course, 
national legislation. Therefore, Mrs. Ford feels that her role i n the 
issue has been entirely XiffH ;a · Im proper. Iri fact) Mrs._Foy,$ h~li.~.v~t'r 

it would be highly inappropriate if persons in the White HouseA were U>-: ·r-r·y-
prohibited from participating in the discussion of what should or should 
not be the supreme law of the land. 

one sentence: {at heart of issue) 

" Should the White House be prohibited from discussing what should or 
should not be the s upreme l aw of the land ? 11 

. . 
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Reo-.:ested by Sheila Weidenfeld. press secretary to Mrs. Ford 
2/10 ·75 Night .telegrams to go as soon as possible 
Tota:: two telegrams 

The :1.onorable Sue Wagner 
Legisl< tive Building 
Carson City, Nevada 89701 

Cong!"atulations on the vote on ERA in the Judiciary Committee 
today and for your early •11'•-!M-WF '1 leadership and support. 
I feel strongly that t3 ER 2 ratification of the ERA is the single 
most important step our nation can take to<a-ssure e qual opportunity 
for all Americans. Again, I thank you for your help and wish 
you the be st of luck in the upcoming vote this week. 

(signed) Betty Ford 

----------------
The Honorable Selvin D . Loman 
Legislative Building 
Carson City, Nevada 89701 

Many thanks from Washington and from across the country for 
your support"~ Jlie Judiciary Comp:i}ltee-tbo5y. The Equal Rights 
Amer:dment i~mportant to men aS'.:iii ~. s women if we are to 
conti::ue in the fight for equal opportunity for all. Again, I thank 
you for your support today and hope you will do whatever you can 
for pas sage ti · I h in the Assembly this week. 

~----
(signed )Betty Ford 

.. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Ann Gle.n.non. - U6.t. 06 gMup.6 who .6uppoJc..t. 
M1L6 • Fond' .6 -0.t.an.d on. ERA 

Vbt.g..i..nla S.t.a..t.e. Le.ague. o 6 Wome.n Vo.t.e.ti.6 ' 

Ale.xa.nd!Ua Le.ague. 06 Wome.n. Vo.t.e.ti.6' 

Ale.xa.ndtc...i..a. Commi.J.i-0..i..on. on. .t.he. S.t.a..t.U6 o 6 Wome.n 

Ca..t.hol..i..d Wome.n. Foti ERA 



I support the Equal Rights Amendment because I feel that barriers 
to one person's freedoms in this country are impediments for all. 

As walls due to race or religion have fallen, freedom for all has 
expanded. And likewise, as women begin to be granted full 
opportunities to participate, our country's full potential can begin 
to be felt. 

I see the ERA as a beginning. I see it as a base on which to build. 
I con 't pretend it will be the overnight end to discrimination. But 
progress in the recognition of women as a force in our society needs 
legal roots, and the ERA will provide them. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

I support the Equal Rights Amendment because I feel that barriers to 
one person's freedoms in this country are impediments for all. 

As walls due to race or religion have fallen, freedom for all has 
expanded. And likewise, as women begin to be granted full opportunities 
to participate, our country's full potential can begin to be felt. 

I see the ERA as a beginning. I see it as a base on which to build. I 
can't pretend it will be the overnight end to discrimination. But pro
gress in the recognition of women as a force in our society needs legal 
roots, and the ERA will provide them. 

I see the ERA as legislation that's as important to the housewife as to 
the career woman. Like many women, my husband and children are my first 
priority, though I recognize, that's not true for everyone. But my 
specific lifestyle or yours is not the issue; the issue is having the 
option to decide. The. ERA dau na.t a.&k. w., :ta c.han.ge oWt ptc...iolU;tiet,. lt 
g.ivu w., .the. f;Jtee.dom to c..haal> e. .them. 

This is the year to unite against the scare tactics which cloud the issues 
and threaten to block our chance for real equality in this country. 

We've been given the right to life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. 
Let's make those rights a reality. And let's do it as a most appropriate 
celebration of liberty in our Country's 200th year. 
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