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In his classic painting “Going to Church,” George Durrie
(1820-1863) beautifully captured the mood of winter in
his native Connecticut. Reproductions of this work were
widely circulated, making it a familiar scene to nineteenth
century Americans. The original painting was presented to
the White House in 1963.
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For immediate release
Tueszday, December 14, 1976

THE WHITE HOUSE
Office of the Press Secretary to Mrs. Ford

The President and Mrs. Ford mail their first Christmas cards
tomorrow to about 35,000 Heads of States and foreign dlgnltarles
Menbers of Congress, some state and federal officials and
personal friends of the family.

The card is a reproduction of a painting in the White House
collection. The painting, by New England artist George Durrie
(1820-1863) is entitled "Going to Church" and captures the
mood of winter in Connecticut. The original painting was
presented to the White House in 1963. ‘
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FORC-CHRISTMAS

WASHINGTON (AP) -- PRESIDENT AND MRS, FORD WILL MAIL CHRISTMAC
CARDS STARTING WEDNESDAY TO 35,000 HEADS OF STATF, DOREICN
DIGNITARIES, MEMBERS OF CONGRESS, SOME STATE AND FFDERAL
OFFICIALS AND FRIENDS OF THE FAMILY.

ON THE FRONT OF THE CARDS IS A REPRODUCTION OF A PAINTING
IN THE WHITE HOUSE COLLECTION WHICH SHOWS WORSHIPPERS TREKKINC
THROUGH THE SNCW TO ENTER A CHURCH IN CONNECTICUT.

THE PAINTING, BY NEW ENGLAND ARTIST GEORGE DURRIE, WHO
DIEC IN 1863, IS ENTITLED ''GOING TO CHURCH. '

THE MESSAGE INSIDE THE CARD READS: ''WITH BEST WISHES
FROM OUR FAMILY FOR A MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR..
THE PRESIDENT AND MRS. FORD. '’

MRS. FORD ENTERTAINED MORE THAN 4¢¢ CHILDREN OF MEMBERS
OF THE DIPLOMATIC CORPS THIS EVENING AT A WHITE HOUSE CHRISTMAS
PARTY.

SHE SAT WITH THE CHILDREN AS THEY WERE ENTERTAINED BY
''BIG BIRD'' AND OTHERK MEMBERS OF THE SESAME STREET TELEVISION
PROGRAM.

ON WEDNESDAY NIGHT THE FORDS WILL HOST A CHRISTMAS PARTY
FOR MEMBERS OF THE WHITE HOUSE PRESS CORPS. THE PRESIDENT
ON THURSCAY NIGHT WILL LIGHT THE NATIONAL CHRISTMAS TREF
ON THE ELLIPSE SOUTH OF THE WHITE HOUSE.
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A Capital Party It Was

Big Bird, the character from Sesame

" Street, stood tall in the White House
Tuesday. And who wouldn™i, what with
getting a big hug from Betty Word, a lovely
smile from Susan, and practicaily upstag-
ing Qanta Clene? Tho factivitice worn riort nf

At right is the 1976 Christmas card of
President and Mrs. Ford. ¥ features a
Connecticut winier scene called “Going to
Church’ hy 1%h century painter George
Durrie, from the White House art callection.
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