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A Theme of Thrift, Slmphclty
For The White House Tree

By Maxine Cheshire

Patchwork, the rural American art form that empha-
sized thrift and recycling, will be the “economy” theme
of President and Mré. Ford's Christmas decorations at
the White House this year,

Handmade arnaments fashiomed from sninnete of <cilke

spaces” was a consultant on both the Rockefeller’s
apartment in Manhatfan and their house in Maine.

The Rockefellers may decide to bring someone like

" Johnson down from New York to help with the designs.

But Mrs. Ford’s staff thinks the Rockefellers may be
very impressed with the “undiscovered” talent of the
Navv's decorator Ken Murrav



UP-060 '
ADD | BETTY, WASHINGTON (UP=03%)

MRS. FORD WILL ACCEPT TWO MICHIGAN=GROWN CHRISTMAS TREES FOR THE
WHITE HOUSE YULETIDE SEASON ON FRIDAY.

ONE OF THE TREES IS A CONCOLOR FIR, 19 1/2 FEET TALL AND 12 FEET
IN DIAMETER AT THE BASE, WHICH WILL BE PLACED IN THE BLUE ROOM AND
WILL BE THE GLITTERING FOCAL POINT OF THE CHRISTHAS DECORATIONS IN
THE EXECUTIVE MANSION.

THE TREE WAS CUT FROM THE FRONT YARD OF MRS. OUINA GARDNER OF
MAYVILLE, MICH., MRS. GARDNER DONATED THE TREE TO EDWARD COLE OF
MAYVILLE WHO IS THE NATIONAL GRAND CHAMPION GROWER FOR 1974,

COLE, HIS WIFE AND TWO DAUGHTERS, LINDA COLE, AND MRS, LAURI
BATZER WILL DELIVER THE TREE TO THE NORTH PORTICO FRIDAY MORNING,

ALSO BEING DELIVERED 15 A 14-FOOT BLUE SPRUCE FOR PRESIDENT AND
MRS« FORD WHICH WILL BE PUT IN THE PRIVATE FAMILY QUARTERS OF THE
WHITE HOUSE.

uPl 12-03 12:41 PES



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Residence Christmas Tree

The National Christmas Tree Growers'
Association has selected Mr. Edward Cole, Route 1,
Mayville, Michigan as the National Grand Champion Grower
for 1974,

The tree is a concolor fir, 19 1/2 feet tall and
12 feet in diameter at the base,

: Delivery to the White House will be made at 10:30 a.m.
on Friday, December 6 by:

Mr. & Mrs., Edward Cole
Linda Cole {daughter)
Mrs, Laurie Batzer (daughter)

Mr., Cole is a former Sanilac County Agricultural
Agent who now operates a 100 acre tree farm and teaches
8th Grade Science at Mayville, Michigan,

Mrs, Ouina GardnﬁKMayville, Michigan -- The tree
was actually cut from her front yard and she is donating it to
Mr. Cole and the Association,

Mr. & Mrs, Donald Chard, Snover, Michigan. .-

The Chards, friends of the Coles, are furnishing the
vehicle and trailer to transport the tree from Michigan to the
White House., Mr, Chard operates a 500 acre agriculture farm
and maintains a dairy herd of 60 cattle,

A 14 foot blue spruce for the President and Mrs, Ford
is also being delivered. This tree will be placed in the West
Hall of the family quarters,



September 10, 1974

Dear Mr. Cole:

Please accept our congratulations on being named
winner of The National Christmas Tree Growers Association's
annual competition.

Don McNeil has also informed us you bhave generously
offered to provide the tree for the Blue Room of the White
House. From past experience, we have determined
certain basic requirements must be met due to the uniqus
situation we have hers.

If possible, we would like to have one of the following --
Blue Spruce, Engleman Spruce, Douglaw Fir, Concolor Fir
or a Fraser Fir,

We would hope you could provide us with a specimen
tree, completely symmetrical, 20 feet tall.

As we need to cover the base of the tree and to provide

for possible damage in tramnsit, please send several large
branches from a matching tres.

Press inquiries or questions relating to publicity

should be referred to Mrs. Helen McCain Smith (202 - 456-2614).

We look forward to meeting you in December but, of

course, we will be in contact several timmes prior. If you have any

question, please call me (Area 202 - 456-26590.

Sincerely,

Rex Scouten
Chief Usher
Mz, Edward Cole
Route 1, Mayville, Michigan 48744

cc: Helen Smith ‘/
Don McNeil
Irvin Williams



For immediate release
Tuesday, Dec. 3, 1974

THE WHITE HOUSE
Office of the Press Secretary to Mrs. Ford
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Mrs. Ford will accept the White House Christmas Tree as
it arrives at the North Portico Friday, Dec. 6 at 10:30 a.m.

The tree is a concolor fir, 19 1/2 feet tall and 12 feet in
diameter at the base. It will be placed in the center of the
Blue Room.

The tree was grown in Michigan and was selected a year ago
by the National Christmas Tree Growers' Association. Making
the presentation to Mrs. Ford will be Edward Cole of Mayville,
Mich., who is the National Grand Champion Grower for 1974.

Accompanying Mr, Cole will be his wife and two daughters,
Linda Cole and Mrs. Laurie Batzer. Mr. Cole is a former
Sanilac County Agricultural Agent who now operates a 100-acre
tree farm and teaches eighth grade science at Mayville.

The tree was cut from the front yard of Mrs. .Ouina Gardner,
also of Mayville, who donated it to Mr. Cole and the Christmas
Tree Growers' Association. '

A 14-foot blue spruce for President and Mrs. Ford is also being
delivered. The tree will be placed in the West Hall of the
Family Quarters of the White House.



UPDATE

For .immediate .release
Friday, Dec. 6, 1974

i THE WHITE HOUSE
Office of the Press Secretary to Mrs. Ford
Mrs. Ford will accept the White House Christmas Tree as it o

arrives at the South Portico Friday, Dec. 6 at 11:15 a.m.

The tree is a concolor fir, 19 1/2 feet tall and 12 feet in diameter
at the base. It will be placed in the center of the Blue Room.

The tree was grown in Michigan and was selected a year ago by
the National Christmas Tree Growers' Association. Making the
presentation to Mrs. Ford will be Edward Cole of Mayville, Mich.,
who is the National Grand Champion Grower for 1974.

Accompanying Mr. Cole for the ceremony: A

) -Mr. Cole's wife and two daughters, Linda Cole and
Mrs. ILaurie Batzer
-Mrs. Quina Gardner (The tree was cut from her front
yard in Mayville and donated to Mr. Cole and the
Christmas Tree Growers' Association).
-Sen. Robert Griffin (R-Michigan)
-Rep. J. Robert Traxler (D-Michigan) ,
-Mr. and Mrs. Donald Chard of Mayville, "Mich.,.
who furnished the vehicle for the trip. '

A l14-foot blue spruce for President and Mrs. Ford is also being
delivered. The tree will be placed in the West Hall of the E
Family Quarters of the White House.
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Christmes Treeds Hit-:
By Cai-ai‘f_ lnte House.

WASHINGTON, “Dec.-: 6
(UPI)—The state of Michigan .
‘the. 1974 - White-
House Christmas tree tor]
Setty Ford: today. .- -
- Less than an- hour later,
@ congressman’s aide ran into
the tree with his automobile
in the White House driveway.
“Oh, the sun blinded me.
Oh, yeah, I really like
Christmas trees,” said Wayne
Hose of Arlington, Va., the
driver who is an aide to Rep-
‘esentative J. Robert Traxler,
.Democrat of Michigan. The

}giant fir tree was not dam-
aged.

N“(-Tlmes \‘J-l?{?‘(
' ' P- (17
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Pres:dent s Tree
1'he te House Chnstxnas tree

e 19.foot fir
,gd -have; Mtclugan
our first Chnbmas in the
m;hiamfﬂnﬁipmﬁmm
an.“After the ceremony .a

. aide hit the tip of the
{l‘hetreewasrem—
‘with a steel l,'(:dT

d the ri "headliaht

protected the tree.
‘Mrs.. ord s?; at:llnthe Prfeé:-
deptpla toto Gquite a few
. parties,”. during. the pre-Christmas

lxday?eamn but the first family
plansm beaa‘»‘kﬁng in Vaxl Colo.. on
Chrisunas dag.

: Trufffa Praspects

'-f»Nni:them Cahfgnua Wsmff out thc ;
. Buropean fungys that gastronomes:
.consider *‘the ﬁ;amo;:ds of the kitch-
en.’” The consomum, headed by
Henry Trione, board chairman of
the Wells Fargo Mortgage Co., and
fmaqcxer Ralph Stone, has acquired
rights to 15,000 acres north of Santa
Rosa, Calif:, in rolling hills like
those.in I,taly -and Frante where
truffles abound. ‘‘This ecould turn
out to be a'dud or a million-dollar
industry, Trione says. Truffle
prices vary, between about $100 and
$ 0 a pound. Encouraged by re-
s that an Oregon botanist has
dxsoovered a handful of the aromat-
-ic ‘delicacies, the consortium has

—Star-News Photographer Siiverman

Mrs. Ford, Edward Cole and Mrs: Ouina
ordered two ‘sharp-snouted truffl
Beuihds Frdm Alba, Italy, 4t $300° Gardper with one of the two White House
each. . Christmas trees after it arrived yesterday.
-

.l‘

—Associated Press Wirephoto

WHITE HOUSE DECORATIONS — Mrs. Betty

e House

’s decorations re-

ives reporters a preview of the Whit

Ford g

Christmas tree Tuesday. This year

dicrafts.

flect Mrs. Ford’s interest in American han
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—Associated Press WIREPHOTO
Decorations Shown
Mrs. Betty Ford gives
Christmas tree Tuesday..
in American handcrafts and are keyed to an economy theme,

rters a preview of the White House
e decorations reflect her interests

First Lady to Catch
Ford Under Mistletoe

WASHINGTON (UPI) —
Betty Ford held her first pews
conference Tuesday since her
operation for breast cancer.
She feels fine — better than
she had expected — and is
watching for a chance to catch
lt::: husband under the mistle-

“1 feel veﬁ;swdl and. I'm.
very busy,” ., Ford told re-
porters in the Blue Room,'
where Cttlx)fe 19% trfgeOtb wslllxizg
House Christmas rushed
the wiglpa%‘-".ﬁombgdfeel_ﬁne!
expected.” 3
Had she suffered side effects.
fro:my chemotherapy = treat-
g_following up her opera-
months ago? Mrs. |
r hea d re-!
little worried*

-

about i, but I have had no
side effects.”

She threw back her head
and laughed when asked if she
had caught President Ford
under the mistletoe hanging in
the doorways between the ex-
ecutive mansion’s red, green
and blue rooms.

“I have mistletoe upstairs
but I-haven’t caught him there
yet,” she said, adding with a
wink, /‘I'catch him anywhere I
can.”

| Evclono‘my- Tﬂéme at

Tree F

WASHINGTON ® ~—
Christmas decorations at the
White House are old-fashioned

this year and keyed fo an|

economy theme. They feature
handicrafts, patchwork quilts
and handmade ornaments.
Betty Ford showed them off
Tuesday., particularly the
White House tree — a 19%-foot
fir from Michigan laden with
more than 2,000 ornaments,
Standing in the Blue Room,
it features colored patchwork
balls made by senior citizens
from across the country and
by women in Appalachia,

handmdde wooden toys, bas-

kets filled with nuts and gum-
drops, and 600 tiny mirrors,

. A mile away at the Capitol,
Sen. Sam J. Ervin Jr., D-N.C,,
will push a button Monday to
ligt Congress’
Christmas tree, a 4l-foot fir
from his state. :

Ervin, who retires from|

Congress at the end of the
year, will be joined in the
lighting ceremony by two
other North Carolina
members, Republican Sen.

Jesse Helms and Rep. Roy,

Taylor, a Democrat in whose
district the tree grew.

The Capitol tree has been
decorated with 5,000 plastic or-
naments and 2,500 clear
amber and twinkling lights.
The lighting ceremony, at 4:15
pm. CST, will be open to the
public.

In an energy-saving move,
the only - Christmas lights in
the White House are tiny white
lights on the tree. They are es-
timated to equal the power of
ten 100-watt bulbs.

They will be turned on only
when the tree is on display,
Mrs. Ford said.

official’
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Residence Christmas Tree

The National Christmas Tree Growers'
Association has selected Mr, Edward Cole, Route 1,
Mayville, Michigan as the National Grand Champion Grower
for 1974,

The tree is a concolor fir, 19 1/2 feet tall and
12 feet in diameter at the base,

Delivery to the White House will be made at 10:30 a.m.
on Friday, December 6 by:

Mr,. & Mrs. Edward Cole
Linda Cole {daughter)
Mrs. Laurie Batzer (daughter)

Mr, Cole is a former Sanilac County Agricultural
Agent who now operates a 100 acre tree farm and teaches
8th Grade Science at Mayville, Michigan,

# Mrs, Ouina Gardn‘ﬁMayville, Michigan -- The tree
was actually cut from her front yard and she is donating it to
Mr. Cole and the Association,

Mr. & Mrs, Donald Chard, Snover, Michigan,

The Chards, friends of the Coles, are furnishing the
vehicle and trailer to transport the tree from Michigan to the
White House. Mr. Chard operates a 500 acre agriculture farm
and maintains a dairy herd of 60 cattle,

A 14 foot blue spruce for the President and Mrs, Ford
is also being delivered, This tree will be placed in the West
Hall of the family quarters,



- OQovSmacm Mav' xcn in
Bethesda:

The trea s mza...nr_n by a \

330-font m,?msn of i printed
'material, lined ‘with blue
moire which ‘matches the
shade of blue in the wallpas
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tlc Cou;xculAv‘vlas mvited the fgggcxlt {.’§
+Ecofiomic ‘Advisers was -invi
Coupcq on’ ﬂntermu% Ee:alpnﬂc, Polgf

BODY CTED.US,
. Sonny Jurgensen ﬁtﬁ‘fl Billy
Kllmer were havmg one of theu'w lit-

tle televised chats on Channel 9 the other
night on everyone's favorite subject: gay

.athletes. “‘Everybody’s got to have a pri--
~ vate life," said Billy gener ly. “Of

‘course, you and X
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) - THE STATE uF“M:
E HOUSE cunxg:ﬂn&

: E CENTER OF THE
A DELEﬁa 'ION HEADED BY TRAXL
JUST JOIHE AMERICA®S “"NAT
wsa. EDWARD COLE OF MAYVILL
_rHE FIRST LADY
¢ MRS« FORD'
 DVAL OFFICE SAYING.BOODBY TO UESI €
WHEN HOSE D UP THE CURVED. Rgﬂﬁ

SIDESTEPPING THE BROKEN HEADLIGHT GLASS. s
"HOSE REALLY LOVES CHRISTMAS TREES," TRAXLER.SAI
”Yﬁgl i VE. eor & DAUGHTER AMD ¥E JUST, L

206, | :
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Chmtnm ‘ Tree Is Ilit'.“
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House Christmas ' & ":"5_‘
| Less’ than hn:de'nm Tater,
€ congressman’s aide ran into
the tree with his automobile
in the White House driveway.
/the sun blinded me.

;?:k W.. ’!.4 uni:uy like
Christmas trées,” said Wayne -
Hose of Arlington, Va., the
driver who is an aide to Rep-
‘ésentative J. Robert Traxler,
Democrat of Michigan, The
gign& fir tree was not dam-
B ' ST
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¢, 3 (AP)~-
“White - Christmas -
i due to arrive on Friday.
and will be decorated over the'
‘weekénd for the holiday: season.,
It is a8 -19-foot-tall fir that
comes from the Fords’ home.
state of Mich'lgq!:i e ‘h'
It was a coincidence, though,
that the tree was ulgted‘ mote
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