














































































































VIOLETTE VERDY

French, born in Brittany. Ballet training in Paris with
Russian teachers. Debut on stage in 1944. Appeared with
major French and European ballet companies, as well as
straight acting on stage, television and films. First

appearance in the United States in 1953 with Roland

Petit's Ballets de Paris. The following year a sixty
city tour with London's Festival.Ballet. 1957, American Ballet Theatre.
1958, New York City Ballet where she danced more than twenty-five roles,

many of which Balanchine created for her and her home ever since.

Guest ballerina with most international mus?c festivals and symphony orches-
tras. Danced most of the great full-length romantic ballets: COPPELIA, LA
SYLPHIDE, NUTCRACKER, GISELLE, SWAN LAKE, SLEEPING BEAUTY, CINDERELLA, ROMEO
& JULIET with the Royal Ballet at Covent Garden, Paris Opera, La Scala,
Stuttgart and Munich Ballets, Ballet Rambert and most American regional
companies. Performed in opera in Italy and four times with the Metropolitan

in New York.

Taught for many New York and regional schools and is active in the Scheol

of American Ballet Scholarship Program, choreographed three ballets. Her
book GISELLE or LES WILIS was published by McGraw=Hill in 1970. Honored with
the Mademoiselle Award-1958; Dance Magazine Award-1967; Skidmore College
degree, Doctor of Humane Letters-1971; and Chevalier de 1'Ordre des Arts et

Lettres, French Government-1972.
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