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is returned in i'u1l measure." Earlier th.at year when Villella. had appeared with 
several members of the NYCB conpa.ny in a program of excerpts in the Chicago Opera 
House, Ann Barzel of Chicago Today proclaimed him "at a peak of skill that shows 
no waning. His artistry and rapport with the public grow steadily and he has 
:facets beyond these ••• " 

One of his greatest triumphs, that of Harlequin in Bala.nchine 's ''Harle
quina.de, 11 was seen by Barnes a.s a "performance tha.t makes good his title to be 
regarded one of the two or three most exciting ma.le dancers in the world 
In the "Rubies" section of "Jewels," Barnes declared Villella. "was dancing in 
cool defiance of such natural 18.ws a.s gravity." 

His Oberon in "A Midsummer Hight' s Dream" has been hailed by Winthrop 
Sargeant of The ?few Yorker as "a superb mixture of sportive movement a.nd regal 
dignity" and by Joseph H. Mazo of Women's Wear MJ.;y a.s "regal and commanding, 
'brilliantly acted as well as excitingly danced. 11 

Ville1l.a.' s powerfully masculine dancing has won bal1et :many new fa.ns 
among people not previously interested in the a.rt of dance. As Glenna. Syse of The 
Chicago Sl.Ul-Times smmned it up: "If there's anyone left in the world wo thinks 
ba.llet is sissy stuff, Villella is the one they should watch. His style is com
pletely masculine, daredevil, athletic, and adventuresome. You get the idea that 
on the side he shoots pool a.nd breaks broncos. Still he has that little-boy impish
ness that makes old ladies cry." 

In 1974, Edward Villella starred in and produced the first children's 
ballet ever com.missioned by an American networks HARLEQUIN - A 
PATCHWORK OF LOVE. 

Villella's interest in the role of Harlequin evolved from the New 
York City Ball.8.t production •Harlequinade• created by George 
Balanchine, a role he has danced many times. But for the CBS 
television special, which Villella choreographed - the character 
became a poor young boy whose wit and charm wins the heart of 
the town children. They createa costume for him cut from bits and 
pieces of their -0wn festival garments so that he can join them 
in the yearly celebration. 

The reviews were uanimous in their praise of the ballet. It brought 
children an exposure to the art of dance, set in a story they:-:could 
relate to, and an experience that was fu.n. 



VIOLETTE VERDY 

French, born in Brittany. Ballet training in Paris with 

Russian teachers. Debut on stage in 1944. Appeared with 

major French and European ballet companies, as well as 

straight acting on stage, television and films. First 

appearance in the United States in 1953 with Roland 

Petit's Ballets de Paris. The following year a sixty 

city tour with London's Festival- Ballet. 1957, American Ballet Theatre .• 

1958, New York City Ballet where she danced more than twenty-five roles, 

many of which Balanchine created for her and her home ever since. 

Guest ballerina with most international music festivals and symphony orches-

tras. Danced most of the great full-length romantic ballets: COPPELIA, LA 

SYLPHIDE, NUTCRACKER, GISELLE, , SWAN I.AKE, SLEEPING BEAUTY, CINDERELLA, ROMEO 
' 

& JULIET with the Royal Ballet at Covent Garden, Paris Opera, La Scala, 

Stuttgart and Munich Ballets, Ballet Rambert and most American regional 

companies. Performed in opera in Italy and four times with the Metropolitan 

in New York. 

Taught for many New York and regional schools and is active in the Scheol 

of American Ballet Scholarship Program, choreographed three ballets. Her 

book GISELLE or LES WILIS was published by McGraw-Hill in 1970. Honored with 

the Mademoiselle Award-19581 Dance Magazine Award-1967; Skidmore College 

degree, Doctor of Hum~ne Letters-19711 and Chevalier de l'Ordre des Arts et 

Lettres, French Government-1972. 
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