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G9J.F ~~~Pres~t Foril1?aves for an early ~of roH in the desert 
~- 'Ot ~ain( Sprihr,: .Callf., where he. will be !"~tlo~: until Sunday. 
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LHAVE TIME TO TAKE IT lASY AWHILE AND BEGIN 
THINKING ABO UT HIS FUTURE. 

"RELAX, HAVE A GOOD TIME, NO PRESSURE , " H£ TOLD REPORTERS AS HE 
TOOK UP RESIDENCE. IN A LUXURIOUS 14-ROOM RANCH HOUSE OWNED BY LEONARD 
K. FIRESTONE, U.S. A~BASSADOR TO BELGIUM AND A ME~BER OF THE WEALTHY 
R LB BER IND UST RY FAMILY. 

BEFORE LEAVING WASHINGTON, FORD "S SPOKESMEN SAID HE WOULD BE 
WORKING ON OFFICIAL BUSINESS SEVERAL HOURS A DAY DURING HIS VACATION. 
THE EMPHASIS, THEY SAID, WOULD BE ON TH£ NEW BUDGET AND THE STATE OF 
THE UNION MESSAGE FORD WILL PRESENT TO CONGRESS IN ~ID-JANUARY. 

BUT AFTER HE ARRIVED HERE, HIS AIDES MINI~IZED TALK OF FORD'S 
OFFICIAL DUTIES, AND SAID HE WAS DEALING ONLY WITH ROUTINE PAPERWORK 
OR APPO INTM ENIS, AND MADE IT CLEAR THAT HE WAS BAS! CALLY TR YING TO 
RECUPERATE FRO"t CAMPAIGN "76. 

FORD HURRIEDLY EXPLORED AREA GOLF COURSES ON OUTINGS WITH OLD 
FRIENDS. 

HE SPENT HIS FIRST DAY AT THE EXCLUSIVE LA QUINTA COUNTRY CLUB AND 
REPORTERS WERE TOLD THAT Cl.113 POLICY PRECLUDED THEM FROM FOLLOWING 
FORD ONTO THE GROUNDS. 

WHEN 0 NE A IDE WAS ASKED IF THIS CL lD3 , LI KE FORD "S HO~E COURSE OF 
BURNING TREE IN MARYLAND, ALSO BARRED WOMEN FR0'.'1 THE PRE"llSES, HE 
REPLIED, "I DON'T K~l>W AND l'DBODY REALLY CARES ANY °'lORE." 

THE PRESIDENT •s AIDES, NO LONGER WEIGHED DOWN BY THE RIGORS OF THE 
ELECTION CAMPAIGN, FULLOWED HIS EXAMPLE -- SOAKING UP THE CALIFORNIA 
SUNSHINE AROUND SWIMM ING POOLS AND ON THE TENNIS COURTS. SO'ifE SOUGHT 
TO PROJECT A CAVALIER IMAGE LIKE PRESS SECRETARY RON NESSEN WHO 
SPORTED A T-SHIRT WITH THE SLOGAN "FEEL IN• GOOfL" 

OTHERS FORTHRIGHTLY BEGAN SPEAKING OF THEIR OWN FUTURE PLANS. 
THE NEW ATMOSPHERE ALSO WAS APPARENT 0 N AIR FORCE ONE AS FORD FLEW 

WEST FROM WASHINGTON. ME~BERS OF HIS FAMILY AND SO"lE OF HIS STAFF 
SPOKE AT LENGTH ABOUT CARTER'S PLANS FOR THE PRESIDENCY WHILE SEEMING 
TO DISCOUNT THE LIKELUDOD OF ANY MAJOR NEW INITIATIVE IN FORD'S LAST 
DAYS IN THE WHITE HOUSE. 

BUT THE PRESIDENT AND PRINCIPAL ME~BERS OF HIS STAFF SEE~ED PROUD 
OF THEIR EFFORTS OVER TWO YEARS AND THE JUST CONCLUDED CAMPAIGN. 
"'1 OREO VER, AT LEAST 0 NE AIDE SUGGE ST£D THAT FORD NOW WAS FREE TO 
DISREGARD THE PRESSURES OF POLITICS FOR THE RE~AINDER OF HIS TER~ AND 
THAT THE PRESIDENT W ULD GO 0 UT IN STYLE BY GIVING THE A'1ER !CAN 
PEOPLE A "TRUE'" PICTURE OF THE NATION IN HIS STATE OF THE UNION 
ADDRESS. 

ADV FOR PMS FRI NOV 12 
UP I 1 1- 10 0 7 :3 1 AES 

.. 



~iih . . 
• ' ._ • ~ 1 \ I •• • 

Pre1lcldt Font. antvlnl ID .Palm Sprlnp. Calli •• for an 
elaht-dQ·Yacatlcm. &bakes bands with IOIDe of the 5,000 
penoaa •ho 1reeted him at· the. airport,'. the turnoUt . ~ ' 

. ' !"'" . --~\ -U........ -' 
hlablr ~~erit. ol the .b•J:•d• 11e:waa .. wins 

;Jaat a week ip· u be campaJped for~ lie 
llew welt after atteodlnl chUre'li.bere. ~A~. ., \.i . _, ~ t 
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PALM SPRINGS <UPI) _ .. \o!AYNE SHIELDS, 21, '41AS ARRESTED THURSDAY FOR 

HAVING A LOADED PISTOL IN HIS PICKUP TRUCK NEAR PRESIDENT FORD, BUT 
POLI CE SAID HE MEANT NO HARM TO THE PRESIDENT. 

SECRET SERVICE AGENTS NOTICED THE .38-CALIBER REVOLVER ON THE 
DASHBOARD OF SHIELDS. TRUCK NEAR FORD·s ~OTORCADE AND SUM~ONED 
SHERIFF'S DEPUTIES, WOO ARRESTED SHIELDS FOR CARRYING A LOADED 
FIREARM IN A VEHICLE, A VIOLATION OF STATE LAW. 

"THIS KID HAD OOTHING TO DO WITH THE PRESIDENT," SAID THE WATCH 
COMMANDER AT THE RIVERSIDE OOUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE. 

"hE ALwAYS CARRIES THIS GUN FOR TARGET SHOOTING. HE DIDN'T KNOW IT 
WAS AGAINST THE LAW TO CARRY IT LOADED IN HIS VEHICLE." 

UPI 11- 12 09 :55 AES 
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FORD LEAD 
PALM SP~ I NG5 , CAL I F. CAP> -- P1<£SIDENT FORD WORKED ON PAPERS DEALING 

WITH THE FEDERAL BUDGET AND SPENT ANOTHEk DAY 0N THE GOLF CUURSETODRY 
AS HE CONTINUED HIS POST- ELECT I ON VACRTlUN . 

REPORTERS SPECULATED THAT THE FORD FAMILY'~ PHESENCE HEHE SUGGESTED 
THEY wERE CON~IDEHING PkLM SPR I NGS AS A FUTURE RESIDENCE , BUT WHITE 
HOUSE PRESS SECRTARY kON NESSEN SA ID, '' HE ' 5 NOT GOING TO MAKE ANY 
DECISION '' ON SUCH A SUBJECT AT THIS TIME . 

NESSEN ALSO SAID THE PRE~IDENT HAD DONE NO WURK ON THE STATE OF THE 
UNIUN MESSAGE THAT HE WILL DELIVER BEFORE THE CONGRESS PRIOR TC 
LEAVING OFFICE ON JAN . 20 . IT WAS ONE OF THE ITEMS THAT NESSEN HAD 
EARLIER SAID WOULD OCCUPY FORD ' S WORKING HOURS DUHING HIS EIGHT- DAY 
VACATION . 

ON ANOTHER TOPIC , NESSEN DESCRIBED NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE NORTH 
VIETNAMESE , 5CHEDLlLED TO START FRIDAY IN PArilS , AS '' RELATIVELY 
LOW-LEVEL TALKS'' THAT HAVE RESULTED FHOM CONSULTATIONS GOING ON ~INCE 
LAST MAkCH . 

H~ 5RID THE NORTH VIETNAMESE 08IGINALLY WANTED THE TALKS TU START 
NUV. 5, I~~EDIATELY AFTER THE U. S. ELECTION , BUT THE UNITED STATES 
HELD OUT FUk THE NOV . 12 STARTING DATE. 

N£SSEN EMPHASIZED THAT THE U. S. POSITION HEMAINS THE SAME : A FULL 
ACCOUNTING OF AMEriICANS STILL LISTED MS MISSING IN ACTION FNOM THE WAR 
IN SOLlIHEASI ASIA BEFORE ANY NORMALIZATION OF DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS 
WITH HANUI . 

FUHD CONTINJED A ROUTINE OF SWIMMING BEFOHE BREAKFAST , CONFEhkING 
BRIEFLY WITH AIDES AND THEN SPENDING FIVE HOURS PLAYING GOLF . HIS 
FUuRSuME TODAY INCLUDED FRANK JAMIESON , HUSBAND OF ACTRESS EVA GABOR ; 
JACK WESTLAND , A FORMER CONGRESSMAN AND ONE- TIME U. S. AMATEUR GOLF 
CHAMPION AND A LONGTIME PALM SPRINGS FRIEND , FHEO WILSON . 

THE PriESIDENT AND HIS WIFE HAVE NOT MADE ANY PUBLIC APPEARANCES , NOrl 
HAVE THEY DINED OUT AS THEY FKEQUENTLY DO UN SKI VACATIONS IN VAIL , 
COLu. 

bUf THEY WEHE HOSTS FUR A DINNE~ PARTY TUESDAY NIGHT THAT INCLUDED 
GOLFING PArlINEri~ , WILSUN , WESTLAND , INDUSTRIALIST DARIUS KEATON , OF 
MUN TEREY, CALIF. , COMEDIAN aos HOPE AND THEin wIVES AND ANUTHEH LOCAL 
FH IEND , DUN 3ECKET . 

~LSO ttTTENDING WERE U. S AMBASSADOR IO BELGIUM LEONARD FIRESTONE AND 
Hlj WIFE, WHJ~E 14- HUUM hANCH HOME TH£ FORDS ARE kENTING HERE . THE 
Fi hESTONE6 WERE JUST BACK FROM BRUSSELS AND AkE STAYING ELSEWHErtE IN 
PALM SPRINGS, NES~EN SAID . 

11-10- 76 15:22 E~T 





The Fords Chclt With Mrs. Elsie Tracy, in Front, ~uMl"Mts.· ~elen Wi11iams. 

' .:i~ eru:ie~ .President Getµ· ~~ 
.from Crowd, Former Teacher~-~ 
:l>~sPRINGS ealif. (AP)_;'PresidentF~.physicaI.. Army aide Robert Barrett said "soine ~mall 

lY .and mentally f~ti~ after a~ presidential defeat to .delineated," regarding FOrd's activities after Jimmy 
theDemocrats'JunmyCarter,receivedsomecomfortfrom Carter takes over as~ on Jan. 7n. "But there 
tWo of his former South High School teachers at church certainly will be no decisions made:• Barrett said. 
services in Washington prior to leaving for a week's vacation 
in California and a warm greeting frQm an enthUsiastic 
crowd on his arrival here Sunday. 
. 'lbe teachers dropped by to say hello and reminisce a bit 

When the President attenaed services at St. Joluf s Episcop
al Qiurch in Washington. 

one·was Mrs. Helen Williams, FOrd's art teacher. 
"'11lis is a real ni~surprise," said a beaming President as 

be reach~ out to greet her. 
•Qe taught me art, but I was never very good at it," he 

said. 
'1ben there was Mrs: Elsie TnJcy, who taught a class in 

POlitical science. She also ~tted with the President. ·The 
~es got to exchange a few words with Betty Ford, too. 

After his warm ~lcome outside the church. 
~ a triendly ~ of . admiren snappiog 
,pldures and trying , tQ -shake his hand. the 
President and his _family left for , an eight-day 
gqlfing vacotion in Palm Spri~ and discuisions 
Qf, possibilities for his .future. 

' !itie First family arrived.here Sunday from Was~ 
and JeWed in at the.home of U.S. Ambassador to·BeJgimn 
Leonard Firestone. Press Secretary· Ron Nessen said the 
F~ bad .no,._ fw ~ dvitiel on their first nf&ht. 
~- • I 

He indicated the entire Ford family will have a role in 
deciding on the President's post-White House role. 

Ford was expected to spend several hours a day on official 
business, such as budget matters and the State of the Union 
messag~ he will deliver to the new 95th Qingress. 

When the President arrived at the airport here, be 
immediately plunged jnto an old routine - shaking bands 
with welcomers. 'lbe warm welcome brought a big grin to 
bis face. I • 

"Wish you could stay," and "A sunny welcome to Palm 
Springs;'' read the placards as the Ford emeJJed from Air 
Force One. Perhaps from force of habit ingrained over the 
past two years, Ford immediately headed toward a 
music-making high-school band and a group of football 
lettermen holding a yellow-~black banner. ' 

The Presidentspen~mostof tbefive-hourtranscontinenta 
flight in bis cabin with Mrs~ Ford, while members of bis 
staff, daughter Susan and sons Jack aDdStevebadarelued 
time chatting and socializing in other parts of the plane. 

He was welcomed here by' his long-time friend, Leon 
Parma, a San Diego businesS executive. 
_ Several golfingrtners alrealfy were lined up for him, 

including com Bob Hope and f~ AnD:J football 
coach Earl (Red) B1alk. 
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' •. ~ ' • ;," .• ~/!"... •• ~ .) '~ • <~: '?~~ "t · ,_.,l*ins to enter St • .Joime Olurda heft yesterday for 
SI 1'qr.1entces, _Presideor ·ud iin. Foi:d talk with 

· Glli'Ttac7 (left)_. Helea WUUams (right), w~ were 
·.~ ..... the may ..-.~ ·mpect_..... waitina to ·areet 

\ 
• • :•. ' ~: • ! • 

diem. Tiie Prestdenl IOOll realized that ~ qo Tracy 
taqbt a polltf.cal ICience cJua at Grand Rapids. Junior 
Rlah School when be was a student tJie~, tUld that WU-
~· tauaht blm art appreciation. _ ~: 

i·~·· ... \ - . . .. ;'"'/ . . ·1 : • . 

i .~lFOrd on -Vacation: Harldshaking as:Usual 
t 3\,ALM SPklNGS, Calif.' (A.Pf ;..,;; five.:hour -' transcontinenial flight in of the Union me~sage ·h~ :wm 'dellver 
~ l'liil'campaign.is over for President bis' ~bin with' .Mrs. Ford, while tothenew9$tliCOngre~s. ,, 
• 1J!f!Sd, but some of. the .scenes repiain members of his staff, daughter Susan S.~t.eral · golfiog partners already 
s .·"'· same. ,He · arrfve4 · ·b~ for ·a · and. 5<!.ns Jack and Steye relaxed and,: were'. lined/ up· ,for· hiqi, lnctµding 
""7~ ~lon .. ifaJ and lmmec:Uately. · soc1altzedinother~oftheplane. comedian Bolt Hope- ··and former 

1 iged .lido aa old routine' -: shalt- · ., · · · :·· · · Army foot~•JI _ .,coac~ . Ear~ .(Red) 
. bands with welcomers. . . . . THEN FORp D_ROVE to .the home Blaik. . . . 1 ·, ';> ~ •• ('.. .. . .: · '. 

l .;;' · JWisb you could stay" and .. ";A of Ambassador to B.elgium .Leonard · ·r.,1!~-:.ff'.'. .:'.: · . ;,;,.'. 
- .- welcome to Palm Springs" F.irestone, w.here he will stay ,during EARLIER·· at;STIRDAY, a 
· riad ·the placards yesterday as the his vacation. He was welcomed there friendly crowd of .admire.rs greeted 
. -V""tft.: .. ~ ~ ~ F~~~ ~e. . by~~ lp~µie_frie'1od. Leon,P,..arma, Foi:d at church in Washiagton, snap
·,, ~. from force of tial:11t mgrain- a San Diego busme. ss executive.' · . ping pictures· and · seeking to shake 
· · · ~ the ~two y~ .. ,Ford im".' . The vacatro~ stay. will.: give For~. a bands with the c~i.e.t-t~ecutive. • 

· iie&tely ed toward ·. a. high chance to C,Qns1der his plans for whel\· Among.ihose m front of St. John's 
.~l band and a group of t~all ht. leaves~ ·Office .Jan', 20 to be ~; · Episcopal'. Church· was Helen Wil
lett~rmen holding a yello'lJ-&Jld· placed by Democrat Jimmy Carter/~ llanis, Ford's : art teacher at Grand 
black banner. ji,..,, ' · · "Some optio,ns may be delineated; Rapids High School years ago.:·,~ 
, · After greeting th<'m. the President but there certainly will be no deci- "This ls a real nice surprise, .. said 
.. "Worked the- fence," moving along slons made," said Army-aide Robert ' beaming President as he .reached 
polieMec:ted barricades shaking .' . BarretL out to· greet her. "She taught me art. 
~nds with his welco~ers. , ' :; . ' / ~.Barrett lrtdicated ·the enUre Ford but I .was never very good at it, .. be 

',!'he Ford family plans 8Jl eight- , fimil will. ~Ve a ro\e In deciding OD e~p,lamed. , ' 
day vacation with f!mpbasls .on golf, ,; the ireiicfent'I . post-White Hoose · .I was in church tiitfs you last Sun-
rest and tecreatfon. ~res~ Secretary role.: ·'°.. · · daJ too, in Buffalo.'' one l!laD shout-
~ Nessen said. the FOrd1 bad no · · . :~'.~ ··; . .._-,, . . . . . ecUrom the crowd. ., :':' .. ,, . 

. ptaU, far aay adivaUea oa ~lint.. · A .. __..,,.. npecte.cl tt•pend Mftl'· "'Md a ~q reath)fti out tot the 
allbt here. · ' - .t lidWt. a~ day on official · business, Preiid~t's hand sbouted, "We love 
I l'be President spent moat of the such ai budget matters and the State JOll, Mr.· Preti~ we all love you." 

' . . 



R 
FURD 
BY FR~NK CORMIER 
PALM SPrtINGS, CALIF. CAP> -- PRESIDENT FORD APPEAHS RELUCTANT TO 

DISCUSS THE POST-ELECTION PHONE CALL HE MADE TO FORMER PRESIDENT 
RICHARD M. NIXON. 

WHITE HOUSE STAFFERS BELATEDLY ACKNOWLEDGED TUESDAY THAT FORD PHONED 
HI~ RESIGNED PREDECESSOR LAST THUHSDAY AND TALKED FOR SEVERAL 
MINUTES. 

WHEN rtEPORTE~S TRIED ro QUESTION THE VACATIONING FORD ABOUT THE 
PHONE CALL BEFORE HE BEGAN A ROUND OF GOLF TUESDAY, THE PRESIDENT'S 
ONLY COMMENT WAS, ''wl AREN'T HAVING ANY PHESS CONFERENCES. I CALLED 
HIM, 5AID HELLO TO HIM.'' 

~HifE HUUSE PRESS SECRETARY RON NESSEN THEN TOLD REPORTERS HE WOULD 
TALK TO FORD AND ASK WHY THE CALL WAS MADE AND WHAT TOPICS WERE 
DISCUSSED. BUT NESSEN'S OFFICE LATER PUT OUT A BRIEF STATEMENT THAT 
REPORTEkS' QUESTIONS HAD BEEN ''ANSWERED BY THE PRESIDENT'' EARLIER IN 
THE DAY. 

FORD WA5 GOLFING AT THE THUNDERBIRD COUNTRY CLUB, WHERE HE ~ND 
MEMBER~ Ur HIS FAMILY ARE OCCUPYING A HOME ALONGSIDE THE THIRTEENTH 
FAIRWAY OWNED BY LEONARD FIRESTONE, U.S. AMBASSADOR TU BELGIUM. 

THE PR£6IDENT LOOKED A BIT DRAWN TO MANY kEPunTERS AND SHOWED LITTLE 
EVIDENCE OF HAVING SOAKED UP MUCH Or THE WARM DESERT SUN SINCE 
ARRIVING HERE SUNDAY ON AN EIGHT-DAY HULIDAY. 

AFTER IT WAS xEPORTED LAST WEEK THAT NIXON TELEPHONED FORD'~ HUNNING 
MATE, SEN. BOB DOLE, AFTER THE ELECTION, THE WHITE HOUSE TULD 
REPORTERS THAT NIXON DID NOT CALL FORD. 

NESSEN SAID THAT ON SATURDAY HE LEAriNED THAT THE PHESIDENT PHONED 
NIXON, BUT NESSEN SAID HE DID NOT REVEAL THE CALL BECAUSE EARLI ER 
PRESS INQUIRIES HAD CENTERED AROUND A POS5I3L~ CALL FkOM NIXON TU 
FORD. 

NESSEN'S OFFICE ALSO SAID THAT FORD TELEPHONED FUkME~ CALIFUKNIA 
GOVERNOR ttONALD REAGAN, Hl5 CHALLENGER FOR THE k£PUBLICAN PHESIDENTIAL 
NOMINATION, SIX DAY~ AGO. 

11-10-76 ll:_ilt.SL 

UP-010 
cFO RD> 

@Y RICHARD LERNER> D NT FORD IS MAKING IT CLEAR 
THA~A~A~p~iN~~iD ~~1~ic~~6) Ni~o~R~~iE~ LAST WEEK'"s ELECTION IS 

NOBODY'S BUSINESS BUTFO~l~EO~NCoNF,;-RENCE.S OR TALK OF TOUCHY SUBJECTS 
FORD, IN NO MOOD W ... TODAY THE ROUTINE OF LIGHT 

AT THIS POINT IN HIS VYACHEATIHOANS,F~~6~~gE~INCE SUNDAY IN THIS DESERT 
WORK, GOLF AND PRIVAC " 
SPA• , THAT ROUTINE AND HE TRIED TO SHUT 

ro~TROVERSY INTRUDED BRIEFLY OL~ , TO WATCH HIS FIRST Tl!:E 
IT OFF QUICKLY TUESDAY WHEHENPHRO~PEO~l~~SHEA~~~~E~O NIXON FROM WASHINGTON 
SHOT , ASKED HI~ ABO UT T 1 · 

LAS~wili~~~D~ T HAVING ANY PRE SS CONFERENCES TODAY'" HE SA ID ' Ar.JD 

STARTED TO WALK ODFF TAOPWPAARRDENTHLI~ ~~~~p~~~iio' SHRUGGED AND SAID: "I 
THEN HE WHEE.LE , " 

CALLED HI'1 AND SA~D ~~L~S~~NHI:ESIEGED BY REPORTERS AFTER THE GOLF 
PRESS SECRETAR PROMISED TO 'RELAY QUESTIONS TO FORD ON THE ISSUE. 

COURSE ENCOUN~5~ UPI HE HAD THE ONLY ANSWERS THAT WOULD BE 
NESSEN LATER MAIN QUERl~S· 
FORTHC~,ftl lN~ 1gN ~~ 1~L NIXON? "BECAUSE HE WANTED TO." .. 

:: ;~!r DID THEY TALK ABOUT? "THAT 's A PRIVATE ~ATTER. 
UPI 11-10 08:51 AES 
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<BY RI CHARD LERNER ) 
WER~Al1i_R~:~INGS CUP!) -- PRESIDENT FORD ABOUT HIS y OUT or OFFICE BUT ALSO IS IS VACATIONING AS THOUGH HE 

SINCE A~i0 ~~EI~ I~~I~EEDLINGS AND Ac~i~ii~~s E~~Ri~~EFGUESSING ~AN AND A IDES s I ESERT SPA , HE HAS UT URE, 
A SIXTH ROUND o: ~O~ ~~ULD HOLD TO HIS PRIVA~~E~I:~~OST AN INVISIBLE 

EXCEPT FUR TAKING BET/S MANY DAYS. STYLE TODAY llITH 

~~\ ~~F!R~! S 14-ROO M RE NT ~Dre I~ L: I g iJ'. ~ N~~R PARTY IN HIS HONOR , FORD 
THE START orA~\>i:i~so~~TUALLY IGNORED THE ~~~~SA~H~~ANKY GOLF COURSES 

AIDES SAID HE HA NGS' SEEN BRIEFL y AT 

BEFORE AND AFT S BEEN SLEEPING LATER DO 
AND FRINEDS ER GOLF, AND SPENDING EVENiNGSI~G SO~E LIGHT \IORK 

QUESTIONiD UIETLY WITH HIS FA~ILY 
GRIN TH T " • BRIEFL y BY REPORTERS YEST GOLF." A I VE BEEN lllNCENTRATING ON w~~~~~G ~o~g REVEALED \IITH A 

UPI 11-12 09101 AES LLAR OR T\10 AT 

UP - 0 12 
(F'O Rf' ) "'ASHINGTO N cUPil -- PRl.SIDJ::NT FORD IS •ORE CONCERNED ABOUT LEADING 

TH£ }ATIO~ DURING THE P!~AIND~R OF HIS TER~ THAN •AKING DEFINITE 
Pl.ANS FOR HIS FUTURE Aio A FnIVAIE CITIZEN , ACC0RDit1G TO HIS CHIEF 

S PG Ki S11 A··~ • FORD SENT >l:lilD ThPOCGh PRt.SS s~cRETARY p,o,; NESSEN YESTERDAY THAI 
HE IS WEIG HING 0 PTlO ;.:s CAREFULLY AlW IS I:l NQ HURRY TO REACH A FINAL DECISIO ~ ON tHS LIFESTYLE AFTi-R TUfi NI JG THE WHITE HOUSE OVER TO THE 

OE'10CqAT5 . >lESSE.'~ SAID , "Trli=. PF:ESILH .. :H HAS "1AD£ NO FIF.'1 Dr..CISIONS Q;-J HlS 
n'TURE PLAHS , ElTHEk I:l Tt.f:% OF WHERE HE ~ILL LIVE OR \JHAT HS WILL 

" HE BELIEV<.S THAT HE HAS A PRI~E RESPONSIBILITY BiTWEEN ~ow AND T)O •" 
JAtl . 20 IO BE THL FRLSIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES AND THAT ' S THE WAY 

HE 1.H LL F u:·l er 10 ~~ ... FORD ~ t.T YESTERDl'>Y AT LENGTH WITH ECO NO~ IC ADVISERS TO ASSESS 
PROGRESS 0:1 DHAFT ING ThE NE.~ FEDERhL BUDGET HE ~us-r su-a~lT TO 
CONGRESS BEFORL LE.AV ING 0 FF! CE. . ;~ESSEN SAID FORD AGREED TO iE£T WITH 
PRES lDt H-EU:.CT JI~~ Y CARTlR "EARLY NHT Wl:.lK " AT THE >! H !Ti HO USE TO 
DISCUSS THE TRAtlSITlUll OF FOWt:R . FOhD ALSO WILL DISPATCH SECRHARY OF 
ST ATE HURY KISSINGER TO CARTi-R ' S GEGfiG IA HO~E SATURD AY TO BR IC!' 
CAilTER AND VI CE PR£S! DE NT - £.LE CT WAL n.R ~o :~DALE o~ FORf lG~ POL ICY. 

FORD A~D HIS WIFE BETTY \IILL SPE ND THE ~ElKEND AT VICE PRESIDE~! ~ELSO :• ROCKEFELLrn ' S FOCA'.UICO HILLS ESTAE IN TARRYTO~:; , :~ .Y . THE 
FOQlJS WILL HAVE D I!<Nrn WIT h T KL RO CKE FELLERS SATURDAY ~ IG !{I AND ATTE~D CHURCH SERVICES l'lT h THE~ SUNDAY ~ORNWG , THE N THE:Y WILL 
ATE'.lD A PR IV ATE CE RE~O NY I N WHICH THE NATIONAL PARK SERV ICt: WILL 
DESIGNAT~ THE tSTATE A NATIONAL HISTORIC LAND~ARK · 

UP I 1 1- 1 7 09 : 02 AES 

-----------------------



UP- 13 0 
(FORD) 

@Y DAVIi) NAGY) , , 
PAL~ SPRINGS, CALIF. (UPI) -- PRESIDENT FORD S CHIEF SP0KESMAN 

SAID TODAY IT STILL IS UNCERTAIN ~'HETHER HANOI IS READY TO ACCOUNT 
FOR MISSING E\>i1ERICAN TROOPS IN ORDER TO GAIN U .s • DIPLOMAT IC 

RE())GN IT ION. 
PRESS SECRETARY RON NESSEN BRIEFLY DISCUSSED THE !~PENDING 

u.s.-NORTH VIETNAM TALKS WHILE FORD VJORKED AND GOLFED IN PRIVACY AT 
HIS VACATION HOME. 

IN RESPONSE TO QUESTIONS, NESSEN DESCRIBED THE DIPLO~ATIC CONTACTS 
THAT OPEN IN PARIS FRIDAY AS A "LOW LEVEL" EFFORT AND SEEf'1ED TO 
DISCOURAGE SUGGESTIONS T~Y REPRESENT A MAJOR BREAKTHROUGH IN 
wASHINGTON-HANO I RELATIONS. 

A REPORTER ASKED WHETHER U.S. AGREEMENT TO NEGOTIATE FORMALLY 
MEANT THAT HANOI HAS SIGNALED A WILLINGNESS TO PROVIDE THE FULL 
ACCOUNTING WASHINGTON HAS DEMANDED OF AMERICANS MISSING IN ACTION IN 
INDOCHINA. 

"I THINK IT'S ~UCH TOO EARLY TO MAKE ANY ASSUMPTIONS ABOUT THAT," 
NESSEN SAID. 

FORD HAS SAID THE MIA ISSUE MUST BE RESOLVED BEFORE THE UNITED 
STATES WILL GRANT NORTH VIETNAM DIPLOMATIC RECOGNITIO~ OR ALLOW IT TO 
ASSl.1'1E UNITED NATIONS ME'.11BERSHIP. NESSEN SAID THAT POLICY RE'.'1AINS 
FIRM. 

"BEFORE. THERE CAN BE ANY NORMALIZATION OF RELATIONS,'' KE SAID, 
"THERE. :itUST BZ A FULL ACOJUNTING OF THE MIAS." 

NESSEN ALSO SAID THAT, SO FAR AS HE KNEW, PRESIDENT -ELECT J IM~Y 
CARTER HAD NOT BEi.N OJNSULTED IN ADVANCE OF THE DECISION TO GO AHEAD 
WITH THE PARIS TALKS. BUT HE INDICATED CARTER WOULD BE KEPT ABREAST 
OF PROGRESS HJ TH£ NEGJTIATIONS AS PART OF THE WHITE HOUSE TRANSITION 
PROCESS. 

THE PRESID£NT AND MRS. FORD LAST NIGHT DID THE FIRST LARGE-SCALE 
ENTERTAINING THAT HAS BEEN ANNOUNCED DURING THEIR PALM SPRI~GS STAY. 

WHITE HJUSE AIDES SAID THEY HAD A DINNER AT THEIR SECLUDED VILLA 
FOR ABOUT A DOZ.EN GUESTS, P.lCLUDING MR. AND MRS. BOB HOPE AND RUBBER 
MAGNATE LEO NARD F' !RESTO NE, TH£ U.S. AMBASSADOR TO BELG IU~ I.II HO OWNS 
FORD'S VACATION RESIDENCE. 

Tt'IE AIDES SAID FORD MET BRIEFLY THIS MORNING WITH ~AJ. ROBERT 
BARRETT, THE ~ILITARY AIDE WHO IS HELPING TO PLAN HIS TRANSITION TO 
PRIVAT~ LIF'l£, AND NATIONAL SECURITY ADVISER BRENT SCOWCROFT. 

UP I 1 1 - 1 0 05 : 3 4 PE S 
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FORD 
PALM SPRING~, CALIF. CAP> -- THE CAMPAIGN IS OVER FOR PRESIDENT FORD 

BUT ~OME OF THE SCENES REMAIN THE SAME. FORD ARRIVED HERE SUNDAY FOR ' 
A VACATION STAY AND IMMEDIATELY PLUNGED INTO AN OLD ROUTINE -· SHAKING 
HANDS WITH WELCOMEHS. 

''WISH YOU COULD STAY,'' AND ''A SUNNY WELCOME TO PALM SPRINGS'' 
READ THE PLACARDS AS THE FORD EMERGED FROM AIR FORCE ONE. PERHAPS,FROM 
FORCE OF HABIT INGRAINED OVER THE PAST TWO YEARS, FORD IMMEDIATELY 
HEADED TOWARD A MUSIC-MAKING HIGH-SCHOOL BAND AND A GROUP OF FOOTBALL 
LETTERMEN HOLDING A YELLOW-AND-BLACK BANNER. 

AFTER GREETING THEM, THE PRESIDENT "'WORKED THE FENCE,'" MOVING 
ALONG POLICE-ERECTED BARRICADES SHAKING HANDS WITH HIS WELCOMERS. 

THE FORD FAMILY PLANS AN EIGHT-DAY POST-ELECTION VACATION WITH 
EMPHASIS ON GOLF, REST AND RECREATION. 

FORD WILL STAY AT THE HOME OF U.S. AMBASSADOR TO BELGIUM LEONARD 
FIRESTONE, WHERE HE WILL STAY DURING HIS VACATION. 

THE VACATION STAY WILL GIVE FORD A CHANCE TO CONSIDER HIS PLANS FOR 
WHEN HE LEAVES OFFICE JAN. 20 TO BE REPLACED BY DEMOCRAT JIMMY 
CARTER. 

''SuME OPTIONS MAY BE DELINEATED, BUT THERE CERTAINLY WILL BE NO 
DECISIONS MADE,'' SAID ARMY AIDE ROBERT BARRETT. 

11-08-75 09:23E~T 



Outward! 
estdent ta 
st ball d 
golt at 
re, whac 
t harid at 
lly took a 
lving tbe 
ot. .. ,i, · 
"i feel wond 
Jwd ofonloo 
for the oc;: • 

to a ~~green ' frlen .Darius 
wn th fNrway. 
But d · · te the a 
re Of , there 
portant decisions 
lltlcaJ - that the 6 

THE WASHINGTON POST Wednesday,N".10,1'78 

'.·Y.t,l!al Days in .-the Sun, Ford F~els 'W ond r 
~ 

·• du~esldent must wrestle with dur· 
, ina eight-da~ stay he"!. . · < · 

/ ~ i ., ' ·' . ~ 
· '?ti e is, .for example, the· problem 
•of w ~he Will live following the 
· Jan.,, inauguration of Jimmy Carter. 
«To stay.in Washington or in Alexan· 

dria. wher~ he still owns his ho.me, a 
staff aide noted here today, · would 
lJlacc the President in hn almost" cer· 
aip. position for being called on to 

bat the i , . cond-gueas Carter after the.i: Geor· 
up his . . ~an takes over. . 

ound ~:~ Md.Robert Barrett, the President's 
Club . " '. Y . ~tde, predicted that' some sort 

the . • . decil,ion would be forthcoming on 
cas· :~ .. ~e~e ·,J'prd' would choose ... , to: liv~ · 
' t- ·:. . thm ~~week to 10 days. 

me "': ~Tha~·.··iJ.the 'first step," Barrett said. 
·. \i.; . om · ; staff end ·of things every-
. a idg ,., .. e goes like dominoes · fr<!m 
~t .. er.e. ..~, · , 

· def\fi> the }'.'ord family saitJ t.he 
· • isioit·~kirig · .proc~s · began' tlie 
, . ht att;,;, tpe'Nov. 2 . electiog when· .. 
t e familY.-.i down for dinner for the 

t time ·10 ;more than a month of 
d campaigning. . . 

. e>: ;traded· campaign 'stories and 
h d some laughs;" an aid~ said. "they 

.also had ·• Ion~, tertou1 discussion of 
what comes · n.bt but there were no 
decisiona ~adt•''. . 

Ford must il.ao decide what he will . ·- ~ . 
do after the transition. Under federal 
law he gets $~03,500 in presidential 
and congressio~al pension~ and up to 
$1 million for transition expenses and 
$96,000 a year for staff and ·office ex· 
penses. Last" ·week President and Mrs. 
Ford explored the quarters in Wash
ington providlil ; !or., post-presidential 
·b~siness. ~. 
. . Asked whether the decision-making 
'will ~occup!' / all .. the President's tinie 
here; aide~ ':iridicat.ed it would cer· 
tainlY be one QUt,·;npt ~he only occupa
tion. "What' do · l'ou . think?" Barrett 
said. "He's a. , man who's still active 
and virile: He: h~ a' iot of options and. 
he hasn't ev.en J>'eg\ln to sort the_m ·out 

>yet." I ·,,>"" ,• . 
~·~ . • • f.".· • . 

Barrett arid~ o er :•ides deelirted to 
~s~ ~. :' \ . 

' 

say whether the President has re· 
ceived concrete job offers or whether 
~e ~s discussed his future with out
sideia. in all but the most general of 
ternls. 

Tien there Is the question of. what 
role tthe President will play in the fu· 
ture of the Republican Party .. Aides 
wer.f predicted he will seek to retain 
a stfong voice in the party and in na
tional affairs in general. 

A'itempts by Ronald Reagan and his 
s-uµporters to shape the PartY along 
morr conservative lines cotiid leave 
Ford as the main spokesman of a 
rnor.e moderate Republicanism. Aides 
s<iid.the question· of Ford's role in the 
party has been discussed by some 
Ford:staff members but that tlie Pres
ident has not.S'et dealt with 'it,; 

instead Ford seems to ~, shunning 
vlrtiially all signs of politicaLactivity. 
He bas had few dealings with the press 

on this trip and when reporters on the 
golf course this morning· ·asked him 
about a m~nor controversy that' devel
oped among the press over a tele
ph&~e ca:i1 between Ford and former 
President Richard M. Nixon, · he 
quickly turned the question away. 

The controversy' developed when 
United Press International reported 
last week that For.d's running mate, 
Sen: Bob Dc;>le of Kan8as, had spoken 
with Nixon by phone after the elec· 
Uon but th'at Ford had not. Ford aides. 
corrected the account Saturday saying 
that while Nixon had not called Ford 
after ·election day Ford had called 
Nixon. No details of the call were 
given nor was an explanation given as 
to why the press was not told of the 
call until two days after it was made. 

When 11 reporter shouted a question 
about the call across the fairway to..... 
Ford this morning, the President. said, 

. "We aren't h ing ant" .... ~n.fer· 
ence today." en, ·Mdil.IDI -:'f11!0· he 
yelled ·back ~er bi -.houlder, ' 'I 
called him. I s d hello tO llim:" 

Ford h,as spe t 11 b.qtd la,,hplir and a 
half to two hou the tw•morntngs he 
bas been here . frvlew.~"'ubles and 
doing prelimi.n,ai'Y wo~~·•·P'~ budget 
and the State .of tbt: {tJllcjn message 
he still must give. ~ up ·at 7:30 
a.m. - about two hQftlater than he 
normally rises iQ .. Washington -
swims in thef.· l ~hln4' ~bassador 
Leonard w. est•s.house on .the 
estate wherec e an(Jm fahtfly ·are 
staying, and· . on:3]· .. ~olf course bt 
9:30 a.m. ·I · .,_ .;/ · 

Th.-ee of ,Qie '. .· · · enfe children 
mllde the trif hei!t; . . _ugh "his .BODI 
Jack and, Sttwe l ·~ tnorning for 
Newport Beach. · . . Susan . Ford 
will stay with. hcrr · · tlirotighou~ 
the week; aJi; aicif iald.. · n 

( ·.- ··.· 
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FORD <TUP5 Nl9) 

BY ~~r~c~~R\~~;NECALIF (AP) -- PRESIDENT FukD WGUND UP AN EIGHT DAY 
VACATION IN THIS DESERT RESORT BY LO~KING AT REAL ESTATE WITH AN EYE 
TO BJYING HEKE, HIS SPOKESMAN ~AID T~~A!~ . . . . . 

o-p~TY PRES~ SECRETARY JOHN CARLSON ~MID FORD ~PENT AN HOUH AND A 
HALF~~JNDAY LOOKING AT LOTS NEAR THE EXCLUSIVE THUNDERBIHD COUNT~Y 
CLUB GOLF COURSE AND THE HOME OF A FRIEND, INSURANCE EXECUTIVE FhED 

WIL~g~EVEk, THE PnE~IDENT MADE NO DECISION ABOUT ~WHEriE ~~'LL LIVE_WHEN 
HE LEAVE~ THE WHITE HOUSE, CARLSUN SAID. FORD HAS E~:~E~~ED F~NDN~SS 
FOR P~LM ~PHINGS, WHERE THE FORD FAMILY ~PENT MANY EA~TER VACATIUNS 
WHEN HE Wf\;;, IN CO~GRESS. . . _ 

HIS VOICE AND WAI~TLINE RE~TORED TO PRE-CAMPAIGN FITNES~, T~~ . 
PRESIDEiH IS RETURNING TO WASHINGTON WITH [\'JRS. F?RD AND .Dt\UGH~Eh ~USAN 
AFTER GOLFING AND SWIMMING IN THE SUUTHERN CALIFORNIA DESERT ~INCE 
NOV. 7. HE Wk~ DuE BACK AT THE WHITE HUu~E TONIGHT. 

11-15-76 13:02~~[ 
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PALM . ~PR~~ ~S ADD FOkD (=~7~y SUN JACK AS WELL, LEFT PALM SP~ING~ AT 
THE Funu~, AC??~PA~l PERSONS WAVED THE PhESIDENT OFF. THEY ~ER E 

1:02 P. M. E.DT. i-18ULlT -~00 I . . .. RDS FROM HIS PLANE. 
KEPT BEHIND A FENCE_~~VERAL. HUN~R~~Ry;ORD'S FAVO~ITE SPOkTS -- GOLFING 

THE. DE~EliT ~E.ATHt..R IS .,PE~rEC .. " GOOD FOR tiiR:,. FORD, WHO SUFFEnS 
aND ~wr ~MING. CA~L~ON ALC~0uc~~I~~~~ !:o BACK Pf\IN, PARTICULARLY IN A 
OSTEO-AKTHKITI~, WHICH A ~-~ ~ 

COLD, D H~~ ~L I.MkV' ~EB~EN RENT I NG THE HOME OF LE.UN ARD F IkESTUNE' 
THE FUnD~ Ht-l - ~ _ ., T y Ht:RE 

AMBASSADOR T~ _ 3ELGIUM, DURING_HI~D~IA VA. •WHEhE THEY LIVED BEFOkE 
THE FO~D5 U~Nl.lAHI~fOEMEHOUI~EALi~~y AL~O owN'A CONDOMINIUM APAHTMEN1 AT 

MOVING INfU TH~ ~ • 
lHE SKI ~ESORT Of VAIL, COLO. 

11-15-75 13:37EST 
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PALM SPRINGS <UPI> -- PRESIDENT FORD SAID WITH A SHRUG TODAY HE 
CALLED RICHARD NIXON AFTER LAST WEEK'S ELECTION AND "SAID HELLO TO 
HIM", BUT HE REFUSED TO ELABORATE. 

FORD WAS ASKED ABOUT THE NIXON PHONE CALL, DISCLOSED ONLY LAST 
NIGHT BY WHITE }{)USE AIDES, AS HE TEED OFF FOR A MORNING ROUND OF 
GOLF AT HIS THUNDERBIRD ()'.) UNTRY CLUB VACATION RESIDENCE. 

"WE ARE NOT HAVING ANY PRESS OONFERENCES TODAY," THE PRESIDENT AT 
FIRST TOLD A GALLER1 OF REPORTERS. 

FORD SEEMED SLIGHTLY ANNOYED AT THE QUESTION . HE HEADED FOR HIS 
GOLF CART, THEN TURNED, SHRUGGED WITH HIS HANDS SPREAD IN THE PALMS 
UP GESTURE AND SAID: "I CALLED HIM AND SAID HELLO TO HIM." 

THEN FORD TEED OIF IN DAZZLING SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA SUNSHINE ON A 
COURSE RIMMED BY RUGGED MOUNTAINS. HE ANSWERED NO OTHER QUESTIONS 
FROM REPORTERS EX Cl:PT TO SAY WHEN ASKED HOW Ht WAS FEEL ING, "I 
COULDN'T HAVE FELT BETTER." 

ATTIRED IN A BR IGIIT GREEN GOLF SHIRT AND LIGHT GREY CHECKED 
SLACKS, FORD LOO KEO IN GOOD SPIRITS AND JOKED WITH A FEW COUNTRY CLUB 
MEMBERS Will WERE WATCHING HIM . 

UP I 11-09 02 : 03 PE S 
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{BY DAVID NAGY) 
PALM SPRINGS, CALIF. <UPI> -- PRESIDENT FORD SWAM, GOLFED AND 

SUNBATHED IN SPLENDID SECLUSION TODAY, LEAVING THE WORLD OUTSIDE THE 
GUARDED GATES 0 F MILL IO NA IRES• RETREATS. 

"I 00 ULDN -r FEEL BETTER," FORD CALLED TO RE?ORTERS AS HE LEFT HIS 
RENTED VILLA IN BRILLIANT MORNING SUNSHINE, CLIMBED INTO A TAN 
LIMOUSINE AND SPED OFF FOR A ROUND OF GOLF AT ULTRA-PRIVATE LA QUINTA 
COUNTRY CLUB. 

THE PRESIDENT, MRS. FORD AND THREE OF THEIR CHILDREN FLEW TO THIS 
DESERT RESORT YESTERDAY FOR A WEEK OF REST AND REFLECT ION ON WHAT THE 
FUfURE SHOULD HOLD FOR A CHIEF EXECUTIVE WHO WILL, &>ON, BECOME A 
FAIRLY WEALTHY, WELL-CX>NNECTED FEDERAL PENSIONER. 

N015 

THE WHITE }()USE SAID IN ADVANCE FORD MEANT THIS RETREAT TO BE 
LARGELY A PRIVATE AFFAIR AND THE TRUTH OF THAT WAS Cl.EAR BY TODAY. 

THE PRES ID ENT, WIFE BETTY AND DAUGHTER SUSAN STA YEO ALONG WITH 
SERVANTS AND SECRET SERVICE GUARDS IN A WALLED, 14-ROOM BEIGE STONE 
VILLA ON THE THUNDERBIRD OOUNTY CLUB GROUNDS IN NEARBY RANCHO MIRAGE. 
SONS JACK AND STEVEN LODGED AT THE CLUB ITSELF. 

YIHITE HJ USE AIDES SAID FORD SHOT A FEW HOLES OF GOLF AT 
THUNDERBIRD ON ARRIVAL YESTERDAY, SPENT A QUIET EVENING WITH HIS 
FMILY, TOOK A SWIM IN HIS PRIVATE p00L THIS MORNING AND DID "SOME 
ROUTINE PAPERWRK" BEFORE HIS MORNING GOLF DATE. 

A SPOKESMAN INDICATED THE PAPERWORK INCLUDED REVIEW OF THE DAILY 
INTELLIGENCE BRIEFING AND THE LIKE, BUT PROBABLY NOT THE MAJOR ITEMS. 
REMAINING TO FORD •s PRESIDENCY -- THE FEDERAL BUDGET HE MUST SUBMIT 
TO CDNGRESS IN JANUARY AND HIS LAST STATE OF THE UNION MESSAGE. 

MAJ. ROBERT BARRETT, THE MILITARY AIDE ASSISTING FORD IN PLANNING 
HIS TRANSITION TO PRIVATE LIFE, TOLD REPORTERS EN ROUTE TO PALM 
SPRINGS THE PRESIDENT ALSO \l,QULD START "SORTING OUT" HIS FUTURE PLANS 
THIS WEEK. 

SOURCES CLOSE TO THE FORD FAMILY SAID FORD AT WEEK'S END WAS IN A 
"STOIC MOOD" ABOUT HIS DEFEAT BY PRESIDENT-ELECT JIMMY CARTER. BUT 
THE PRESIDENT HIMSELF WAS ALL LIGHT-HEARTED BANTER THE FEW TIMES HE 
ENCOUNTERED REPORTERS. 

"DID YOU ALL BEHAVE LAST NIGHT?" HE ASKED WHEN HE EMERGED FROM THE 
VILLA FOR THE FIRST TIME THIS MORNING. WHEN SOMEONE SAID THE PRESS 
HAD STAYED 0 UT OF TROUBLE, FORD GRINNED AND SAID, "DON •T WORK TOO 
HARD AT THAT." 

ATTIRED IN A WHITE GOLFING JACKET, BRIGHT YELLOW SPORT SHIRT AND 
CHECKED SLACKS, HE GOLFED AT LA QUINTA WITH FORMER ARMY FOOTBALL 
COACH EARL "RED" BLAIK, CLUB PRESIDENT RAY KISER AND SAN DIGEO 
BUSINESSMAN LEON PARMA. 

REPORTERS WERE EXCLUDED FROM THE GROUNDS BECAUSE OF "LA QUINTA 
POLICY", THE WHITE HO USE SAID. 

i1 
FORD 

UP I 1 1- 08 0 4 : 4 1 PE S 
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PALM SPRINGS, CALIF. CAP> -- PRESIDENT FORD IS NOT GOING TU DECIDE ON 
HIS FUTURE PLANS DURING HS CURRENT VACATION, ACCORDING TO AN AIDE, 
ROBERT BARRETT. 

''THEHE CERTAINLY WILL BE NO DECISIONS MADE,'' BARRETT SAID AS THE 
PRESIDENT SPENT A SECOND CONSECUTIVE DAY MONDAY ATTENDING TO PAPERWORK 
AND PLAYING GOLF AT THIS DESERT RESORT. 

A BRIEF ANNOUNCEMENT SAID THAT FORD SWAM BEFORE BxEAKFAST IN THE 
LARGE POOL AT THE RAMBLING, 14-ROOM RANCH-STYLE HOME OF THE U.S. 
AMBASSADOR TO BELGIUM, LEONARD FIRESTONE, WHICH FORD HAS RENTED. 

••kFTER REVIEWING PAPERWORK,'' THE ANNOUNCEMENT SAID, ''THE 
PRESIDENT DEPARTED FOR LA QUINTA COUNTRY CLUB AT 9:15 A.M.'' PkESS 
SECRETARY RON NESSEN, WHO DISPENSED WITH A FORMAL PRESS BkIEFING, GAVE 
NO DETAILS ABOUT THE PAPERWORK REFERRED TO. 

A SMALL POOL OF REPORTERS AND PHOTOGRAPHERS WAS PEkMITTED TO MAKE 
THE 10-MILE DRIVE WITH FORD FROM THE FIRESTONE HOME IN RANCHO MIRAGE 
TO THE LA QUINTA COURSE. BUT THERE, THE PRESS WAS BARRED FROM THE 
GROUNDS OF THE LUSH, PALM-DOTTED COUNTRY CLUB. 

FORD'S GOLFING PARTNERS WEHE FORMER WEST POINT FOOTBALL COACH EARL 
CRED> BLAIK, HIS LONG-TIME FRIEND LEON PARMA, A SAN DIEGO BUSINESS 
EXECUTIVE, AND RAY KAISER, PRESIDENT OF THE CLUB. 

THE FIRESTONE HOME IS LOCATED ON THE 13TH FAIRWAY OF THE THUNDERBI RD 
GOLF COURSE. FORD, PARMA AND FRED WILSON, ANOTHER FRIEND, PLAYED SIX 
HOLE5 THERE SUNDAY AFTERNOON WITH THUNDERBIRD CLUB PRESIDENT ROBERT 
PHINNY, SHORTLY AFTER FORD ARRIVED FROM WASHINGTON. 

riLSO IN CALIFORNIA WITH THE PRESIDENT WERE MRS. BETTY FORD, THEi k 
SONS JACK AND STEVE AND DAUGHTER SUSAN. THE FAMILY PLANS AN EIGHT- DA Y 
STAY IN PALM SPRINGS, DURING WHICH THE EMPHASIS WILL BE ON SPURTS, 
REST AND MEL~XAIION. 

11 -09-76 09:34EST 



UP- 089 
CFO RD) 

~y DAVID NAGY) 
PAL"l SPRINGS, CALIF. <UPI> --TANNED MJD SLIGHTLY SLl'1~ER, 

PR£SIDENT FORD TODAY E.NDE.D HIS VACATION IN THE CALIFORNIA DESERT 
RESORT TO WHICH HE "'1AY RETURN AFTC::R HIS PRESIDENCY. 

HE SPENT 90 MINUTES Yt:STERDAY LOOKING AT HOUSES INSIDE THE 
THUNDERBIRD GOLF' CO~PLEX, HIS AIDES SAID TODAY, AND THEY INDICATED 
FORD IS LEA~ING TOWARD PALM SPRPIGS AS HIS P.ETIREf\1ENT H0"'1E. 

FORD AND HIS WIFE, BETTY, Fl.EW BACK TO WASHINGTON AFTER EIGHT DAYS 
OF GOLF A~D RELAXATION TO UNDERTAKE A BUSY '10NTH OF ROUTINE OFFICE 
1JJO RK AND 50'.'1£ PERSONAL DECISION-MAKING. ON£ DECISIO~ WILL BE WHERE TO 
~AKE HIS i-0:1£ AFTER JIM~Y CARTER MOVES INTO TH£ WHITE HOUSE JA'.'l. 2 0. 
T!iREE WHITE HOUSE SOURCES SAID FORD WILL MAKE THE CHOICE SOO'.'J AND 
THAT PALM SPRINGS APPEARS TO BE THE BEST BET. 

FORD DID NOTHING TO SQUELCH SPECULATION HE WOULD BE SETTLING I:J 
THE EXCLUSIVE RESORT. HE F£NDED OFF QUEST!Oi~S ABOUT HIS PLANS FRO~ 
REPORTERS SATURDAY NIGHT AND ENGAGED ONLY IN CHIT-CHAT WITH THE'.1. HE. 
SAID HE WAS FEELING FI~i AND HAD LOST FOUR ?OUNDS. 

PRESS SECRETARY RON NlSSEN SAID THi. FORDS WERE "JUST KIND 0!=' 
LOOKING AROUND" WHEN THEY WERE VIEWING THE HOUSES AND LOTS. 

"I THINK IT WAS A VERY CASUAL KIND OF LOOKING," NESSEN SAID. ASKED 
WHETHER THE FORDS DECIDE.D TO BUY IN PALM SPHINGS, HE SAID "NOT THAT I 
KOO W OF." 

~AJ. ROBERT BARRETT, THE MILITARY AID~ WHO IS HELPING FORD WITH 
PERSONAL TRANSITION PLANS, SAID PALM SPRINGS IS GOOD FOR ~RS. FORD. 
"THAT'S ONE RE.ASON HE LIKES IT. THE. ONLY PLACE THAT COMPARES WOULD 8E 
SOMEPLACE LI KE ARIZO ~A." 

TttE HOUSES FORD LOOKED AT WERE IN THE SAME C0il1PLEX WHERE THE 
PRESIDENT LIVED DUR ING HIS VA CATION. HF. STAYED IN THE H lG H WALLED 
VILLA 01i,1NED BY LEONARD FIR£STO~E, THE U.S. A'1BASSADOR TO B~LGIUM, AND 
RE'1AINED SECLUDED THE.RE EXCEPT FOR GOLF OUTINGS, A PARTY WEDNESDAY 
AND A HOTEL RECEPTION SATURDAY NIGHT. 

THE H0"'1 ES ARE MODERN, CALIFORNIA STYLE WITH SPANISH INFLUENCE A~D 
THE FIRESTONE HOUSE IS REPORTED TO BE VALUED AT MORE THAN $400,000. 
ONE HOUSE IN THE AREA SOLD RECENTLY FOR MORE THAN $1 ~ILLION . 

THE EXCLUSIVE, VERY PRIVATE C0"1PLEX HAS HOMES INSIDE A COUNTRY 
CLUB SETTrrn, AND OWNERS HAVE AUTOMATIC ACCESS TO THE CLUB. 

UPI 11-15 e2 :11 PES 
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FOtBs·t~{·/F · · .; · · · -.· ""~ ,1 ·. :: ~ ·. ave Palm Springs;· 
,r~~~ They May· Return · 
~ f 1 \ '·fl 'r \ Bl: DOROTHY TOWNSEND · . . ,.,. 'l ·\ Cl/ TlmtUttff Wrl,,,. , 

J:i~M SPRING~Smiiing and. ~aJ. ~bert ~ett, Ford's . 

=e~~~d1i~~~~~ ~~e~~'h1: h~~e,1i~U1;:F~~rth~:~~ ~ 
~ .. wuuay Cllllid s_peculati h e Ford)· likes it." Mrs 1:'I reason 

may. buy or build a ho h on e from a-.chronic ,,,..,._, . • "'ord suffers 
leaVJng the White H me ere after tion. ..."'"~tic neck condi• 

The pr6sp ouse. B • 
~ Sunday wqen ~~d ~eJk hei1htened woui8de:U~da h~ t1!o~ght f.!te. Fords 

I[· spent an hour and a half:;~ Bet-t next few weeks oC:i:hon Wlthin the 
ouses aqd lots in th mg a settle after Ji lea ere they Will 

Tb.underbit4 CoUJ)filY. Cl : exclusi~e They are e larr~~ office J~. 20. 
Rancho Mirage, ·1we i::uecomplexin next month tlvmfllf a skiing trip 
here. . -- , s east of own a· cond . . , .Colo., where they 

"I th' k · · · omiruum The F ds 
lOC?kin~.~ P:e':sas:~eg casual kind of h:b!e~o:~~d f ~ndri~ ~a., ~!~ 
said Monday at the'i>au: !0~ Ness_en cy in the White B~ng theU' residen. 
Port when asked if-th prmgs au-- Palni S . . ouse. 
tuaUy made a selectio~ Fords had ac~ Who saw lb~~ Mayor. Bill Foster. 
th:~f.! ltOOtowellWisbers!:thered at day. Said Ford toiJ fu~ .. oh~nto .. 

- ""r see the F d see.more of us" :B Vt"'" 
the end ofan eigbt~da or . epa~ ~ that.nothing . • ·~the mayor added 
v~~~on in ~is ~esert ~~~-election home ~~e. -x::S ~~·about making-a 
10:01.,..~e::n~ial plane took of! at re~,tli~ll' desert -:visit the Fords 
of their childr Ymg the Fords and two ~ thK.. ~ ';I'huhd~bird home of 
ter Susan, bacen, son Jack and daugb. dor . ·Firesto~e,. ¥.S. am~. 

:colder tempera~u~e:1e East Coast and in .fb!;J~~ Houses m ~e Walled-
.At the ai""";.t i...:.r r:ana t · -O.omplex reparte<fl _ -l'- ue!Ore the takeciff, iDiilign. rom $195,000 to more than, $l 

\ . • I 

. .; 



~. 

' . 

Hera's why AMC is taki 
· Uds action: 

i'EFLECT~N~Pr~~der")t ford ~diust~ his ·~op be.; . ~ for:~~ ~ ~mber:\.9t' 'te~.$oriS, tt 
fore ~ee1n .. ~ ~ff .~t. ,~.~~nd~r.t?1rd . .. c .. C)untry .. ~ .. 1 ub. , ca. 'r, ,1Jl,~rk,at ..• ,/h·J. ~ !P:.~ubstant1.a.lly cor 
t ,: :'-!) ·· ·.- · ,,.-::.·~- .Tlm•pb°"~-~1~~~~·:, d1:Jri~O:the.:IS$t1W9 Y.ear~. , 

,tt · it''~:~ • ,. ·~ .. ~·' '~"..·:'··,~·· • .· .,,. "f, :· · . ·~:-. Thls·:11a<11urt,Arnerican ·Mato· 
. ~0·· ·rdli110·n·',~t~. o1·5c·: us·s .. I j~"exclusiy,ety/~$!.riallca. r pr9d.ucer 
;.11; " ~ ,i~ ~ !; . . ":; . . . ,,. , ., 1 '. • Due . tG.f:'l~et~~~s; . m · cost~~ ~ 

: . i': •• ?'~"'"·: ::.~ ·"' ; • · · . ~: ·" :· I prices have· rr$en .. 9~er,·:s1pqo·· in'· 

·Hi~ .~;~~ll~~lo ".· Ni~ Q.p
1 

I five Yi;r:~~ P·~i.~e-~rn~·i:~:::~)~~~ · 
~ • JQOJWTHYTOWNSEND:1 · :· · · many small car buy~rs out ·of th 

_i>µ,~ ;:~a~::::,"'F':d refused Tuesdar to I placein o~der to convince i~se 
~a-:!.. Et~·· ;~. i~.~l.o.,;;:,;~erPres1d~t~c~~ I r~turr:i. to. t.h~. in~r.l(~t, and roo~--: 
~~~ . . · . o.fflW"1.~!•Fll'!":~ the electfO,nto Demo-, Motors we'.ve rE:?duced the pnceo Crat Junmy · er - r ' · - · ' , · · • 
;;--.Aft~ teeifiiofr°'f~r· a~r~~nd. of golf ,at the Thunderbird i AMC Gremlin bY... $257; · · 
~try Clu~;:'l"Qr<i, persprrmgunder a }lot desert sqn, re- ! . . . .,"': . 
sPdricfEia to -a reportet'.s quest19n about the phone ?"l= I . un..-a•1· a..1<1a .,__ a U t 

, <~e'aren"t-)laving ~ny_ press conferencet()(jay,' , ftllill UI." I'll--' 
·"''When pre5sed for more information about the call, i · ·' . 
wbich !was not. disclosed by the White House until laie J "' · . . ... 8 . · .~ - 'r- . 
Monday night Ford said terse\y: "I called him. I said hello . . :~7: Y .r~ducing P.~lV~S we. e.xr 
tc>.him1.' ~ .· · j mf1cantly increase our s:ales vo 

;Ford then Strode .off to a golf · cart where his partners 1 set the effect of the price red 
~ere'1t'aiting. . . · . • i fact, we are banking on a 3(' 

'The tJiree~to-f1ve-mmute telephone call last Thursday I in Gremlin sales 
f.O':N~I!'s home at San Clemen.te was acknowledged by a ! · · · ·· 
Wllltel'lo~spokesman in Washington,D.Co4 .after a wire ; 

. servi~ repdrted there had been no communication be- 1 ·-_,'._'!_' ---.,- . -,., -.... --_-••• --ln-.-,-
tween Ford and Nixon since the election. · · n lllR 

But standitlg on 'the Thunderbird's first tee Tuesday I . far' __ .. car .. ... 
morning, assistant pr~ secretarY. John Carlson told. re- I iNllGll ... ,. 
porters t.hat the ·ctay after . th~ election, last Wednesday, ; ------------":. 
som®oay asked if there had been any telephone calls or ; . . . . 
telegrams exchanged between Ford 'and the former Pres- ! This reduction, in. Gr.em I 
Jdent. '!i.t tha~ time, he s~id, thef.e had 'been no-.such ex- ; that now the AMC · Gremlir 
c.l)anges, so the answer was no. . . . ! less than-Cti~vy Vega .and fc 

Then, after the Thursday call, when the White House 1 the Ford 'Pinto Pony 
repo. rt~.ly w:as. · asked if Nixon had call~ .Ford, the answer' ·1 

· • 
w.as agam no.because, as Carlson·explained, Ford.and-not 
Nmm had initjated the call. ' 

Later . Tuesday mornmg. when Press Secretary Ron I 
·Nesscii was asked to explain why he had not told reporters ' 
IA the tompiwucation, he replied: · · · 
~ <:Qdn't have any questions about it from the press." 
Ford also called former California Gov. Ronald Reagan 

1-t Thursdaf and talked for seven minutes; according to 
Nessen. . • 
Th~ content of n~ither phone call was discl~d. 
Mr~. Ford was reported "just taking·it easy and sunbath

ing" at the vacation home· the Fordl! had rented ~re. 
The F-0~- son$.· Jack and Steve, left Palm Springs 

· 'l'uesday for' Steve's Newport Beach residence. Daughter. 
.Susan will remain in Palm Springs with her parents. 
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