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TALKING POINTS

1. A pronounced shift in psychology and enthusiasm has
occurred this past week in Kansas City. The President's
forces are up, his adversaries down. A procession of
Presidential wins in the key Convention Committees -- Rules
and Platform -- has shown not simply a clear Presidential
edge in delegate strength, but also superior discipline,
better organization, tight unity, plus also a rising determi-
nation on the part of all delegates to prevent a Party blood
bath that could cost the election.

2. Every sign points to a Presidential victory Wednesday
night. Independent analysts (e.g. Newsweek's August 16th
issue) now agree with conservative Ford estimates of enough
delegates to win and a nearly 100 vote margin over Governor
Reagan. In recent days Reagan maneuvers have told the same
story -- an increasing frenzy of desperate thrusts striving
for last-minute confusion, disruptions and delays that
might steal away a few Ford partisans. The Vice President
gambit to force the President's hand was as desperate as the
ill-fated Schweicker choice which forced the gambit. The
Platform Committee failures forced the Rules Committee
struggles which also having failed appear likely to force
a last stand on the Convention floor.

3. So the ambience of Kansas City is basically healthy
and heartening: clearly, a Presidential win impends;
clearly, irreparable Party rights have thus far been averted;
clearly, a campaign-seasoned candidate, President Ford, will
go forth with the backing of united and invigorated Republicans
all across the country. The augury is therefore, a good one,
despite the temporary Carter-Mondale lead in public opinion
polls.

4., The augury is good because the President has been a
good President -- because he personifies decency and honesty --
because he has restored confidence in White House integrity --
because, after all, America is at peace and is prospering,
and the record of achievement is a proud one.

5. And this is a propitious time because Mr. Carter can
only shrivel in public esteem. His national inexperience 1is
a conceded fact -- and we have learned before the cost of
on-the-job training in the Presidency. His equivocations
and straddles and contradictions are approaching a national
joke, except that the public won't let him reach election
day without declaring himself. And as he does, his self-
inflated balloon will collapse. L7
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6. So we Ford partisans are all upbeat, and very
soon all Republicans the Reaganites too, will feel the same
way. For we're to have a great candidate with a great
record, and a vulnerable, inexperienced opponent. We're
on to victory in November 1976.

7. One-liners

a. On Ford's Vice President choice: Don't
worry about! it; the person he picks is bound
to be left of Reagan and right of Schweicker,
so we'll all be content.

b. On timing of Vice Presidential choice:
The effort of the Reagan forces only shows
that misery loves company.

c. On Platform fights on the floor: Nothing
devastating in store; some sparring, perhaps,
but reason will prevail.

d. On Buckley: He draws down on Reagan, not
Ford.

e. On President's campaigning ability: He'1ll1

do just fine; 1'11 put my money on his everyman
frankness as against Carter's deliberate fuzz.
And 1'11 choose his national experience over
peanut farming.




COST OF CARTER'S PLATFORM

The Carter program includes something for
everyone--including the taxpayer. Not surprisingly,
everyone has been told what's in the Carter program

for them -- except the taxpayer.

Carter says he will never tell a lie -- but
he hasn't committed to tell the people the whole truth --
and, so far, he hasn't.

The whole truth is that the Carter program would
require a huge tax increase -- exactly how much is difficult
to determine because Carter "commitments" often turn to
mush when they are examined carefully -- you may think you
heard him make a commitment, but when you examine the
words carefully you discover he left himself a loophole --

a way to say later on -- to a different group ~-- I didn't
really mean it. :

Even with this difficulty, it is possible to put
a price tag on part of the Carter program.

New taxpayers payments to the Federal Government
for just 5 of the 62 new spending "commitments" by Carter
comes to $103.3 billion; which would mean a 51% increase in
individual and corporate income taxes.

The five programs and their estimated costs are:
(First Full Year Federal Expenditures)
Billions
Mondale/Brademus Child Development Program $1.1
Humphrey/Hawkins $10.3

Kennedy/Corman, National Health Insurance $70:

®

Griffith's negative income tax $9.9

Perkins, education equalization bill $12.0

$103.3

If candidate Carter doesn't agree with these estimates
he should tell us what his estimates are, and while he's
at it, he should tell us what his other programs will do to
the taxpayers.




FIRST FAMILY PARTICIPATION IN PFC CAUCUS TEAMS

JACK : Pennsylvania Sunday, Aug.15 4:30 p.m.
Plaza Inn
Kansas City, Mo.

New York Tuesday, Aug. 17 9:00 a.m.
Continental Hotel
Kansas City, Mo.

SUSAN: Kansas Monday, Aug. 16 2:00 p.m.
Holiday Inn Municipal
Kansas City, Mo.

Iowa Tuesday, Aug. 17 10:00 a.m.
Prom Sheraton
Kansas City, Mo.

STEVE : Wisconsin Sunday, Aug. 15 8:00 p.m.
Prom Sheraton
Kansas City, Mo.

Minnesota Tuesday, Aug. 17 10:00 a.m.
Holiday Inn Downtown
Kansas City, Mo

Michigan Monday, Aug. 16 9:00 a.m.
Crown Center
Kansas City, Mo.















































































































