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associated with violent thunderstorms. Most 
foreigners living in Peking prior to 1949 made it a 
habit to flee the city in early summer and to spend as 
much time as possible on the cool wooded slopes of 
the Western Hills. 

Probably the best time of the year to visit Peking is 
late September and early October, after the summer 
rains lose their intensity. During this short and 
pleasant period Peking remains green and cool, prior 
to an abrupt transition into winter. 

Overview of the City 

General Plan 

When the Communists assumed control of Peking 
iri 1949, the slightly tattered city was essentially the 
same Imperial City that served the Ming and Manchu 
Dynasties. Most of it was confined within an imposing 
outer wall, pierced by only 13 gates and a few railroad 
Jines. Inside the walls, the city was divided into two 
main sections- the Tartar City in the north, and the 
Chinese City in the south. This division had its origin 
during the Mongol period. At that time the Chinese 
were· not permitted to live inside the walled city, 
which was reserved for Mongol princes and officials. 
This situation continued even after the Ming walls 
were built. The Chinese town remained outside until 
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1553, when Emperor Chia Ching• finally completed 
the long-planned enclosure of the Chinese City. 

The Tartar City contained three walled 
enclosures-the Imperial City (Huang Ch'eng), the 
Purple Forbidden City (Tzu-chin Ch 'eng), and the 
Legation Quarter . The Imperial City, the 
housekeeping organ of the palace and the 
Government, was located in the center of the Tartar 
City and completely enclosed the Forbidden City, the 
seat of the Emperor. High walls and a wide moat 
further insulated the Forbidden City, even within the 
Imperial City. The newest walled division within 
Peking- the Legation Quarter-housed most of the 
foreign legations and was built in 1901 after the Boxer 
L'.prising. The systems of walls are now mostly 
destroyed, and the Forbidden City, referred to as the 
Palace is the only unit that survives intact. 

Suburban Expansion 

The buildings and streets of the old city are in sharp 
contrast with those in the newer suburbs, although 

•Emperors in China had at least three names : a personal name, a 
dynastic reign title, and a posthumous name. The personal name 
was used before the ascendency, the reign title during the period of 
rule. and the posthumous name after the death of the emperor. 
Throughout this text, emperors are referred to by their best known 
name- the reign title- a common practice among western writers. 
(See Appendix on "-'ling and Manchu Dynasties on page 43.) 
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Growth of Peking Since 1949 

- Peking in 1949 
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