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For immediate release 
Thursday, December 2, 1976 

'rHE WHITE HOUSE 
Office of the Press Secretary to Mrs . Ford 

Saturday, December 4, 1976 

Approximately 
10:30 am 

Arrival of Christmas Tree for White House. 
The tree will be presented by Kenneth Guenther 
of Black River Falls, Wisconsin, this year 's 
National Grand Champion Christmas Tree Grower . 

Monday, December 6, 1976 

10:30 am 

8:00 pm 

Arrival of His Excellency Guilio Andreotti 

State Dinner in honor of His Excellency Guilio 
Andreotti , President of the Council of Ministers 
of the Italian Republic. 

Thursday, December 9 , 1976 

Time to be 
announced 

9:00 pm 

Preview of White House Christmas Decorations ' 

Christmas Ball for Members o f Congress and spouses. 

Tues day, Decembe r 14, 1976 

4: 30 pm Christmas Party at the White House for the children 
of the Dipl omatic Corps 

Wedne sda y, Decembe r 15 , 1976 

7:00 pm Party for members of the White House Press Corps 

Thursda y, December 16 , 1976 

2 :00 pm Mrs. Ford will atte nd the Chr istma s Party at the 
Hos pital for Sick Childre n, Washing ton, D.C . 

# # # 

Digitized from Box 11 of the Sheila Weidenfeld Files at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library
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·. AJ>"~;'"",; Steve Ford9 Left~ : Decided to Help 
. : ;c!~':':-/:i .. '.~-_. . . . ··~··::~ . ·:J, .. ~ ...... · - ~~·,-: .. ~ ·-·:·: 

.• ,< §t~.ve FiJriJ,Helps . ··~; 
. '.:itfJJload TaU:Tree 

', ·.r .°!'i,~<f'l!-D •:• ., 

· WAsHINGTON (AP) - President Ford;s son Steve .·. 
jumped. 'aboard a pickup truck Saturday and helped unload · .i 
tbe.Wbite House Christmas tree~ a, gift from a champion '-A~ 

" \Y~~m:tr.~ f~er. ; j:-,~ · ~ -'. _, .. :~ .i··. , - . ~-- ·'~:~ • 

.. _..,~.· Stey~ftold the farmer, Kenneth Guenther of Black River ;~'",~. 
_ FallS; ~at in the past he had seen pictures of his mother and -~~~, . 
· his~sisterSusan accepting the anntial ~hite_House tree. ::~;,:~.· 
, ·. "But they never helped unload it," he smiled. "So I put on·: :? ' 
. : my Levis today and decided to help get it off the truck:" ·· r,:. 

. With that· he hopped on the pickup, parked in th~ front T·!. 
· White HoilSe driveway, and, with the help of Guent~erand ·:.~:· 
several Park Service employ es; got the 21-f oot balsam fir on . : _ . · 
the ground. · · 

Steve, 20, the youngest of three Ford sons, then helped to 
remove the burlap wrapping and to raise the tre~ to an , 
upright position for news photographers. . 

The tree will be placed in the Blue Room. ,. ,. . . _ .... 
. :Mrs. Ford originally was to tiavejoiried Steve in accepting '·~ ·· · 
the tree~ but she was busy inside the executive mansion · . . 
preparing for an afternoon interview with Barbara Walters . ~ · · 
of ABC-TV. The President also was to participate in the 
interview, which will be broadcast Jan. 2. . . , :,. '.,. -.. , l 

At the time of the tree delivery. the President was b'usy ;z. ::: ._ .
1 

attenting a meeting on the·fi~al 1978 defense budget in the . ,_.': · 

~:!}1;~ ch\~s~St'.tl[ o;~~~~; Donald Rumsf:ld~.0;·: .. ·I 
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__ Arson Suspected-in 6-Deatb· Fire _ ·. · 
PHILADELPHIA - Fire officials suspect.ar.son 1 

in a week~nd boarding house .fire th~t ~illed .six 1 
elderly persons arid lnjured 15 oUters. , .. • · 

.•. f.'ir~ Commjssioner Joseph J.Uz.:to s_aidlh~ S~tu.r- 1 

. day ru~tit .blaze ,pt the J ohnsqn ~oarding ttoro~ was 
1 

"-of an i,-ioohdia'.~y natt.U'e; suspicious a:nd 1,lnJfer con- ·
1 

.. tinued, hwesUg~tion." Police were '. questioi1.h1.~ .,iln , 
, 18-year;.otd employe of ~he home. · · . , . · .• 

Rizzo said about 22 elderly persons were ln the i 
three-story building ai the time of the fire. F.j.ve of 

· the dead were found on the floor and a sl~th was 1 
pronounced dead .at a nearby hospital. Five. Q~ the ' '1 
injured rerpained,in the ho~pital. . , : . · i 

·w~-"ouse ·Tree ls _o~ the Way-~.:"··.• 
BµCK :RIVER FALLS, WiS ...... Kennetll 'Gilen- i 

ther and .~·helpers cut d~wn a 20-footbals~m:yes;: ' ~ 
terda~ apd: load~d it on a ptckuetru?k for: ~e P'~P ,to • L 

. · WashtligtOQ.1 where he and pts w1(e, Di~e, wf~t,: 1 

.. present, it to'FJrst Lady BettY. F9rd otrDec. <&~be · 
.. used tO'd~ra~tM Blue Room ()f th:e White'·House. 
• · Guenther, who owns a 360-acre tree pla}ltation I 
about.eiih.t miles east of ·Btack River Faus, wtii ·se- . • 
lected to 'deliver thE: .Christmas :t.ree ·to the White · 
House by' winning th~ National Christm.as i!ree ·· j 

.. Grnwer A$Sociatioh Championship' at • Holtand, . 
· Mich., ·li,AugQ$t. H~.ea-rlier won.the state chatn~ ~ 

. pion~hjp.; wflich meanii hf!. wm supply trees ~,Gqv. 
, " Patrick::JMC:ey. · · "'tii"' .''.' ,,.. ,. ,.,· i· ,. •. . : .... , 

i ~, .. Ala5ki~1'ii~r. R~fu~~··Ko~~an~Gift ~·;., 
··· S'en.' i'ea · Ste.f~ns·,·itAta.sk8, · slii4 yeste~4iaY~~he ;, 

·teject~i:t;~ cb'eckJor. either "$2,5.00 or $5,0W' ·offer· 
.ed b.im bl't971ot19?2 by-a Sou,th~orean Ush'proc-
essing flr.m, · . · . ' · . . . 

Stevenoaid his memory was hazy and he had no · 
record of lt since he had ·returned the check. But, he ' 
recalled:· ''In 1971 oi' .:12· someolle offered me a 
ch¢ck. I' gave it.back. ·'~· • It had something to do . 
with a South.Korean fi~h.processing C()ncern .•.. I' 
jus_t rern~rnb~r it was fairly large. I just didn't want , -
to take it, thiit's all,'.' he said~ . 

Other legislators ha,ve said they were )~ff!!'red , .. 
lewelry, , . expense.p~id .. trips to Korea or 1other , , 

. favors.« federal investigation is under way • . ·· .· · ·· 

Marth '~ i>rotests 1~v~ar-Old's oeath-. · ":: 
')<> I ), ' 

NEW ¥ORK':- About 50 persons, mo11t Qt them in ,. , 
their early.teens,"'m~rched yesterday o~ the police 1 
staUQn w.here a. white officer accused of.kllUng a 15-.. t 

. ~ear-014 b1'.ck youth was assi.~ed. Robert Tor• -t 
sney, 31, ,bas .. been .charged with murder in.Jhe .• 1 
Thanlu;giving Night shoqting1 • · , ' • ·• . .. • : • 

"We won't stan4 for these racist actlons by'pQlre~;i · 
officers.~\$hQute~ a demohstration lejldet; Franc~"·l 
DuBoise, whO identified herself~s a. me~ber .. ~.'4e , :l 
foternation~l Committee a!lainst Raci~m. ~·soci~tt., 
sho1,11d:scr~eh;1Jie polj.ce more Cf!l'erulJ~ .~.\-~~:~ii.~:, '· ~l 

1 , There wei:e no , disorders'. yesterday.~. unldte~ a, t 
' bottle-1\Ad rack-throwing melee Satilr4ay:nigl\tlin J:l 

which a pllUce officer. was badly injure<!:; . '.''.' . · ·. ~ 

3-Day Blaze Contin~es in California ~ ~ Ii 

.- GLENDORA, Calif. - Strong winds and inacces- t 
sible terrain hampered efforts yesterday ~o cont~l f 
a thr~ay-old blaze th~t blackened more th1tn 100 

, acres in the Angeles National Forest, · l 
· · Mor~ than 250 firemenftO!ll the U.S. Forest .Serv~ E 

. ice, the Caut,ornla Department of FQre~t. Services t 
· and tM Los· "1lgeles County Fire Depart.q\ent man, 1 

ned the< fire lines in the spaX'sety-timbe~ed terrain 
about-40 miles east of downtown Lo's Al\geles. . . ~ 

OfficialS: sajd they would use helicopters and air · 
tankers when the winds died down. Winds Sa~urday ' 
gusted' up to 70 mites an hour in 'the Steel) cany.on 
area,. ' ,,. ' 
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UP-·10 7 
CNATIONAL TREE) 

1
1ILWAuKEE CUP!) ::::: KENNETH 'GUENTHER OF BLACK RIVER FALLS, WIS., 

H~S BEEN PICKED TO PRESENT THE NATION 'S CHRISTMAS TREE TO PRESI DENT 
TOPD THIS YEAR, AN 0 FF! CIAL SAID HERE WEDNESDAY . 

THE 18 TO 20-FOOT TREE WILL BE DELIVERED TO THE WHITE HOUSE IN 
EA~LY DECEMBER, ACCORDING TO DON MCNEIL , EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF THE 
NATIONAL CHRISTMAS TREE ASSOCIATION. 

GUENTHER 1i1AS RECENTLY NAMED NATIONAL GRAND CHAMPION CHRISTt1AS TREE 
GP0

1

1JE1=? FOR 1976. HIS ENTRY OF A 11rHITE PINE WON HI M THE TITLE OVER 
ENTRIES FROM 18 OTHER STATES, MCNEIL SAID . 

UP I 1 0-,, 8 0 6 : 2l 6 PED 




