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Digitized from Box 11 of the Sheila Weidenfeld Files at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library

Octoher 12, 1976

MRS. FORD:

Event:
Date/Time:
Place:

Number of
Attendees:

Schedule of

Events:

Presentation of the "Citizen of the Americas' Award

Wednesday, October 13, 1976 2:00 p.m.

Blue Room

Approximately 22 guests

2:00 p.m.

2:10 p.m.

2:25 p.m.

Your guests will arrive through the Southwest
Gate and will enter the White House through
the Diplomatic Reception Room. They will
be escorted to the Blue Room where they

will be served refreshments,

Maria Downs will escort you via elevator to
the State Floor where you will be met by

‘Ray Maduro, Special Assistant to the
“President, who will escort you to the Blue

Room and introduce you to your guests.

Ray Maduro will introduce Irma Vidal
Santaella, founder of the Hispanic Community
Chest of America and Chairman of the New
York State Human Rights Appeal Court, who
will present you with the award.

NOTE: The presentation piece is a Tiffany
silver plate engraved with the flags of the
Hispanic nations.

You will express appreciation for the award
and mingle informally with your guests.



=2 = Presentation of the "Citizen of
the Americas! Award

2:40 p.m. You will bid farewell to your guests and
return to the Family Quarters.

NOTES: There will be full press coverage.
A White House photographer will be present.
Background information is attached.

Guest list is attached.

Maria Downs
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Event: Presentation of the '"Citizen of the Americas' Award
Date /Time: Wednesday, October 13, 1976 2:00 p.m.
Hlace: Blue Room

Number of
Attendees: Approximately 22 guests

Schedule of -
Events: 2:00 p.m. Your guests will arrive through the Southwest
' Gate and will enter the White House through
the Diplomatic Reception Room. They will
be escorted to the Blue Room where they
will be served refreshments.

2:10 p.m, Maria Downs will escort you via elevator to
the State Floor where you will be met by
'Ray Maduro, Special Assistant to the
“President, who will escort you to the Blue
Room and introduce you to your guests.

2:25 p.mi Ray Maduro will introduce Irma Vidal
Santaella, founder of the Hispanic Community
Chest of America and Chairman of the New
York State Human Rights Appeal Court, who
will present you with the award.

NOTE: The presentation piece is a Tiffany
silver plate engraved with the flags of the
Hispanic nations.

You will express appreciation for the award
and mingle informally with your guestss.



a2 Presentation of the ""Citizen of
the Americas'"' Award

2:40 p.m. You will bid farewell to your guests and
return to the Family Quarters.

NOTES: There will be full press coverage.
A White House photographer will be present.
Background informatié)n‘ is attached.

Guest list is attached.

Maria Downs



Citizen of the Americas Award, October 13, 1976

Muchas gracias, amigos! (Many thanks, friends!)

(Moc~chas gra (like bra)-seé-ahs ah-me~gos 1)

Thank you for this award and thank you for all
you are doing in the fight against cancer. I am honored
to be associated with the fine work of the cancer center
in Puerto Rico. Your support of the center and caring
about cancer patients means so much to me and the many
Americans who have had treatment for cancer.

I am proud to be a Citizen of the Americas, and
I am very grateful for your compassion and concern for
others.

Go with God!=*

*This is the traditional Spanish farewell.






For Immediate Relea

Wednesday, October 13, 1976

=Y
&=

THE WHITE HOUSE
Office of the Press Secretary to Mrs. Ford

Mrs. Ford will receive the first "Citizen of the Americas" Award
from the Hispanic Community Chest of America, Inc., Wednesday,
October 13th at 2:15 p.m. in the Blue Room.

The Community Chest supports the work of Clinica Grillasca, which
is operated by the Puerto Rican Cancer Association. The clinic,
located in Ponce, Puerto Rico, is the major Caribbean center for

research, training and treatment.

Mrs. Ford was selected for the award for her openness in advocating
early detection of cancer.

Approximately 20 Hispanic leaders will attend the presentation.

# % #

Press Coverage: Opeﬁ -=~ pickup 2:00 p.m.



For Immediate Release
Wednesday,, October 13, 1976

THE WHITE HOUSE
Office of the Press Seeretary to Mrs. Ford

Mrs. Ford will receive the firsth”Citizen of the Americas" Award
from the Hispanic Community Chest of America, Inc., Wednesday,
October 13th at 2:15 p.m. in the Blue Room.

The Community Chest supports the work of Clinica Grillasca, which
is operated by the Puerto Rican Cancer Association. The el
located in Ponce, Puerto Rico, is the major Caribbean center for
research, training and treatment.

Mrs. Ford was selected for the award for her openness in advocatlng
early detection of cancer.

Approximately 20 Hispanic leaders will attend the presentation.

Press Coverage: Open -- pickup 2:00 p.m.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
October 12, 1976

MEETING WITH HISPANIC COMMUNITY CHEST OF AMERICA
Wednesday, October 13, 1976
2:00 p.m.
The Blue Room

From: William J. Baroody, Jr
PURPOSE

Presentation to The First Lady of initial "Citizen of the
Americas" award.

BACKGROUND, PARTICIPANTS & PRESS PLAN

A. DBackground: Supported by the Hispanic Community chest,

Clinica Grillasca is the outstanding Caribbean cancer

hospital. As vital bulwark they provide detection tests

and research as well as training and treatment of the

most advanced types. Based upon her courage and openess
in advocating early detection, The First Lady was chosen

as initial recipient of award.

B. Participants: Approximately twenty Hispanic leaders.
(see attached list)

Administration Official: Rey Maduro

C. Press Plan: New York City Hispanic News Media
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TALKING POINTS

b

B

President Ford's commitment to Hispanics and the approxi-
mately 60 Hispanic appointments to date.

Monday, October 18 will witness "Hispanic First" in swearing
in ceremony for Edward Aguirre as U.S. Commissioner of
Education.

Clinica Grillasca unique to Caribbean area due modern
techniques, staff and equipment.
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ADD, CALENDAK
FORD RECEIVES THE FIRST CITIZEN OF THE AMERICAS

FIRST LADY BETTY
AWARD FROM THE HISANIC COMMUNITY CHEST IN THE BLUE ROOM TODAY, 2:15

P.M. SELECTED FOR HER OP

10-13-76 11:31EDT

ENESS IN ADVOATING EAKLY DETECTION OF CANCER. |
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Maria,

have not done a "
but Rey Maduro (x

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Due to shortness of time, T

and Manny Gonzalez

baaé/with him,
vith Manny to s

7 it .10/13 at 2:00.
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Proper memo" to you,

S¥7 ) is the contact,
at PFC is touching

following my conversation
ay we would like to do

Kay2 has been given a copy of
the file to be thinking of brief
remarks for the Presentation, and a
caopy of the file has been given to
Sheila for a release.

Give me a

call if you can

think of anything else.

10/12/76

Thank you,

susan




DATE:

PURPOSE:

FORMAT :

CABINET

PARTICIPATION:

SPEECH MATERIAL:

PRESS COVERAGE:

STAPFE @

RECOMMEND :

OPPOSED:

PREVIOUS
PARTICIPATION:

BACKGROUND:

SCHEDULE PROPOSAL

DATE : OCIOBER 1, 1976
FROM: REY MADURO
VIA: SUSAN PORTER

15/20 minutes with The First Lady
Diplomatic Reception Room tes

Optional - 3 thru 15 October
Hour - Open

£ A
( 17 85%.% Ll - AR 3 ST b
i { &L.85 3

To accept Outstanding Woman of the Yea
Award from New York Chapter of Clinica
Grillasca

Accept presentation with a few remarks
to_group of thirty, including Former
Governor Louis Ferre of Puerto Rico.

None

z., 7

il
Rey Maduro

Hispanic News Media from New York City

Tom Aranda, Rey Maduro

The First Lady served as Sponsor for this
group's activities on two prior occasions.

Clinica Grillasca is operated- by the Puerto
Rican Cancer Association who has chosen the
First Lady as the Outstanding Woman of the
Year. A small appropriate piece has been
chosen at Tiffany's for presentation.



Sepdemoen 15, 1975

Yean Ma. Toares,

How mueh 1 appreeiated your ghacfons lelien
Lefling o Clinica Grillasea and £he gele planned
gon Oclober 2, and lnwiiing wme fo sewe on the
nonchany Apondeiing commdiiiee fon Hus ajiair.

It would be a special pleasuie Lo have my
nane. Lisded in this way neglecting my adniilion
ard support fon ithe goals and accomplismnents
0§ your caganization, The §igni againsil cancer
witl be won Thaough expanded neseanch which
neguines the fdnancial supporl of us all, an
educaled pubfie, aml an unveering commiSnent Lo
A28 conguest. I am gratejul for 1his oppontunily
10 cormend ihe' Pusnto Rican Cancen Assoeiation
and Clindea Guillasea,

lidth gretilude and my wamiest besd wishes,

Sincenely,

X
M, Johnny Tonresd
Presddent X
\, Hew Yorr Chaplen Clindea Grillosea
Metropoliian Spanisn Herpranis'
. Alsoedalion, Incorponcted
Fronx Tewainad Honkel 73 and 71
153nd and Exienion Sineeis
trenx, New York 106451

c:  BF flonorany Aggiliations (accept) -
BF Cancer Folder
Tom Aranda
Ray Maduro
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

August 30, 1976

MEMORANDUM TO: VEARRY ROTH
TOM ARANDA

\
FROM: SUSAN PORTER

Mrs. Ford has received the attached invitation
to have her name listed on the honorary sponsoring
committee of a gala black tie charity affair under
the auspices of the Hispanic Community Chest of
Anerica. The affair will be given by the New York
Chapter of Clinica Grillasca (we are also )
receiving numerous letters from New York people,
including Dick Rosenbaum, for her to attend).

May I have your comments on her name being listed
in this way?

Thank you.
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Vean in. Towres,

This is %o acknowledge neceipt 0§ yout
thoughtiul Letter, Youn kind dnvilation 43
uider consdderation and we witl be in

comunieation with you as scon as possible,

With wanmest regands,

Sincerely,

Susan Poaten

Appointnents Secretany
fon Hns. Fond

s, Joanny Torres
Presddent

iew York Chapter

XCilinica Grillasen e
swnx Tewssnal, larhel 73 and 74 -
155ad and Extenion Streets

Cronx, New Yonh 10451

c:  BF Pending to Consider {New Yonk City, Octobern 2, 1976)
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Hon. Betty Ford
The White House
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mrs. Ford :

Universally, the number two killer of mankinds is cancer. This scourge is more
acutely felt in our economically disadvantaged areas where are very limited detection and
treatment facilities.

The Puerto Rican Cancer Association operates Clinica Grillasca — on2 of the few
skilled cancer hospitals in the Caribbean. They conduct detection tests, research, training
and treatment for this dread disease, This facility is a most important bulwark against the
fatality of this affliction in the Caribbean. .

A New York Chapter of Clinica Grillasca consisting of leading citizens of the Americas
has been organized by Honorable Irma Vidal Santaella which | have the honor to preside.
Our objectives are twofold: To raise funds for Clinica Griliasca, and to sponsor two
medical scholarships for New York Ci ty inner-City college students.

On the evening of October 2, 1976, this New York Chapter of Clinica Grillasca has
scheduled a gala black tie charity affair under the auspices of the Hispanic Community
Chest of America. It will take place on the new vessel “DAY LINER"” at Pier 81, West
41st Street in New York City. International cultural exhibits, entertainment and menus
are planned for the occasion.

i We invite you to serve cn the honorary sponsoring committee for this gala affair.
:" Your acceptance will entail no expediture of time or money but will enhance the prestige
| of the occasion. Many prominent citizens have already signified their acceptance. Will you
! join them in this cause so close to the heart and conscience of our community?

Sincerely,

!

i L 4

o \C‘_A:_} ,_.’ *

Johnny Torres
t President

New York Chapte( Clinica Grillasca

i
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TIRZY LADY

7 [12 74
September 23, 1974 o /i :
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Dean Ms. Saniaellca,

How much T appreciated your ghacious Leiien telling of
Clinica Guillasca and your plans for your gala benefit agfain
An New Yonl on Octoben 2nd. Although 1 wilf be unable o
be with you, 1 have wiitten directly to Mn. JohnnyTonres Lelling
nim how pleased T would be fo have my name Listed on the
honorany sponsoning commitiee. 1 am gratedul fon this
opporfunity fo express my adniration for you and all who have
wonked Lowards the development and accomplishments of this
significant cancer facility.

I am also deeply honored by the Hispanic Community Chest
o4 America's seleciion of me as the §inust recipient of the
"Citizen of the Amenicas” awarnd. 1 hope that my schedule
willd soon allow me personally Lo express my gratitude fon
Lhis very special recogniiion.

With deep gratifude fon your own vital contriibutions
fowand Lthe goal of conquering cancer and my waumest best
wishes for an Lnspining and successful occasion,

Sincenely,

/4] Betty Ford

A
Ms. Trma Vidal Santaella
Founden X
New Yonk Chapten,” CLinica Grillasca
1883 LaCombe Avenue
Bronx, New Yonk /‘; 0473 JRC/ph

¢: Ray Maduro _// \
Tom Aranda |~ \

Ed Tewrelt |4 R
R=Ceivi

Manuel Gonzale
Jud Surnimer /
/




veakx #s. Sanizells,
1 # - ’
This 48 o achnowledge reced;

Lhoughigul Lellen.

wrien consddesntion and we will be in

BF Pending to Consider
wlew York City
ctober 2, 1976
Accept

"Citizen of the
Award

A4 Of HOUA

Youa hind invilalion (s

rrundeadion ol you as 309n b pessidlzs,

with vewmest regands,

Sinevhely,

Suasan Poatea

Aproininends facnelary

for Ss. Foul

ts, Tama Vidal Saniaella
Chairpeason

Stade Husan Rights Appeal Loufw.
Tip doald Trade Center

Hes Youk, Hew Yoah 16047

c: BF Peading fo Consider {Cctober 2, 1976

SP/ph

New York)
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THE WRITE HousE

WASHINGTON

I contacted Ms. Santaella by phone
tc acknowledge her letter. She
informed me that the reguest has

now been changed. They no longer
‘want Mrs. Ford to serve on the
honorary sponsoring committee for
the affair; they now want to present
Mrs. Ford the "Citizen of the
Americas" Award.

Commissioner Manual Gonzalez, who is

a delegate-at-large ® to the Republican
National Convention, will contact

Susan Porter in Kansas City to

discuss this.

{4/
f //c/ 76
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| 1 ~_.('?. STATE OF NEW YORK
‘if*":ﬁ“ e EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
IRMA VIDAL SANTAELLA e = AC TS O, e s =E
S STATE HUMAN RIGHTS APPEAL SOARD

TWO WORLD TRADE CENTER. NEW YORK, N. Y. 10047

(212) 488-2048  Payrsonal Unofficial

August 24, 1976

12°) ; . o
Ms. Sue Porter, ' ki ' ﬂ?’ﬁdu«; 5{ Sentaecsidyy
Secretary to the First Lady Cnitidon, :
Executive Mansion

Washington, D.C.
Dear Ms. Porter:

I would like to thank you for ycur kind interest in
our black tie charity affair to be held by Clinica Grillasca-
Puerto Rican Cancer Association, under the auspices of the
recently organized Hispanic Community Chest of America as
indicated in my letter of July 7, 1976 to the First Lady, Mrs.
Betty Ford.

Our Co- Chairman, the Hon. Manuel Gonzalez has in-
formed me that he has been in communication with you on this
natter and he suggested that T write to the office of the
First Lady again.

Therefore this letter is to reconfirm our telephone
conversation advising vou that the Hispanic Community Chest
of America had selected the First Lady, as the first recipient
of the "Citizen of the Americas" award to be presented at our
gala black tie affair on the evening of October 2, 1976 in

the city of New York.

We are looking forward to hearing from our First
Lady in the very near future.

-Sincerely,

Q V)l ifotactti

Irma Vidal Santaella
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Mrs. Gerald Ford

First Lady of the Lan ffg, el
The White House . it gt g PN =
‘:“Jasl'lin(:f ‘L‘On ’ D E C - ) ‘ ;-»v‘" [ ‘.:v 16 - . i : Clan - o 2

Dear Mrs. Ford:

Universally, the number two killer of mankind is cancer. This scourge
is more acutely felt in our economically disadvantaged areas where there
are very limited detection and treatment facilities.

The Puerto Rican Cancer Association operates Clinica Grillasca -- one
of the few skilled cancer hospitals in the Caribbean. They conduct
detection tests, research, training and treatment for this dread di-
sease. This facility is a most important bulwark against the fatality
of this affliction in the Caribbean.

The demand for the services of this institution has necessitated expan-
sion. Governor Hernandez Colon of Puerto Rico, Hon. Felisa Rincon,

Hon. Romero Barcelo and prominent doctors who have been involved with
Clinica Grillasca throughout the vears have made known to those of us

in the Hispanic Community Chest of America the acute need of our cooper-
ation with this institution.

Hoping to accommodate their needs, I as a volunteer have organized a
New York Chapter consisting of leading citizens of the Americas, inclu-
ding five ambassadors, to carry out two objectives: To raise funds for
Clinica Grillasca, and to sponsor two medical scholarships for New York
City inner-City college students.

On the evening-of October 2, 1976,.-this New York Chapter of C11n¢ca
Grillasca has scheduled a_gala black tie charlty affair “under the aus-

pices of the Hispanic Community Chest OFf America. It will take place
on the néw vessel "DAY LINER" at Pier 81, West 4Ist Street, in New York
City. International cultural exhibits, entertalnment and menus are

planned for the occasion.

We invite you to sexve on thg“hgggrary Spo nsox,ng‘gommlttee _for this
gala affair. Your acceptance will ‘entail no expenditure of time or money
but will enhance the prestige of the occasion. Many prominent citizens
have already signified their acceptance. Will you join them in this

cause so close to” the heart and conscience of our community?

Sincerely,

4
j

‘“’kl/) o, / / ’-‘fuf Nl"‘ 25 \L”V((r?(“\- \ » w
Irma vidal Santaella » \ /
Founder, New York Chapter, Clinica Grillasca S
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Vean . Conzafez,

This 45 Lo acknowledge neeeipi of _/ou/:.
thoughthul Leiter. Your hind {nvitation is
under consideration and we will be in
comuunication with you as soon as possible.
With wassest regards,

Sincenely,

Susan Poatlen
Appointuents Seernefony
fon lins. Foud

X
The Honorable Manuel A. Gonzalez
ComnissLonesn

Hew Yonk Siaie .«»mﬁea‘.c Coméwn
102 DeFoe Place
Sronx, New Yornk 10475 _ SP/ph

X :
c:  BF Pending to Consdder {New Yonk, October 2, 1976)
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MANUEL A. GONZALEZ

0 1IOB DEFO= PLAGE COMMISSIONER
{1~ BRONX. NEW YORK 10475 NEW YORK STATE
TEL., (212) 460-6492 ATHLETIC COMMISSION

August 9, 1976

Mrs. Betty Ford
White House
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mrs. Ford:

Universally, the number two killer of mankind is cancer. This
scourge is more acutely felt in our economically disadvantaged
areas where there are very limited detection and treatment facil-
ities. :

The Puerto Rican Cancer Association operates Clinica Grillasca --
one of the few skilled cancer hospitals in the Caribbean. They
conduct detection tests, research, training and treatment for this
dread disease. This facility 1is a most important bulwark against
the fatality of this affliction in the Caribbean.

The demand for the services of this institution has necessitated
expansion. Governor Hernandez Colon of Puerto Rico, Hon. Felisa
Rincon, Hon. Romero Barcelo and prominent doctors who have been
involved with Clinica Grillasca throughout the years have made
known to -those of us in the Hispanic Community Chest of America
the acute need of our cooperation with this institution.

Hoping to accommodate their needs, I as a volunteer have helped
organized a New York Chapter consisting of leading citizens of
the Americas, including five ambassadors, to carry out two ob-
jectives: To raise funds for Clinica Grillasca, and to sponsor
two medical scholarships for New York City inner-City college
students.

On the evening of October 2, 1976, this New York Chapter of Clinica
Grillasca has scheduled a gala black tie charity affair under the
auspices of the Hispanic Community Chest of America. It will take
place on the new vessel "DAY LINER" at Pier 81, West 4lst Street

in New York City. International cultural exhibits, entertainment

and menus are planned for the occasion.



Mrs. Betty Ford = 2 = Avgust 9, 1976
White House
. Washington, D. C.

We invite you to serve on the honorary sponsoring committee for
this gala affair. Your acceptance will entail no expenditure of
time or money but will enhance the prestige of the occasion.
Many prominent citizens have already signified their acceptance.
Will you join them in this cause so close to the heart and con-
science of our community?

Sincerely,

/ /
%g/u/f(.é ::2 7?22 L/(Z‘
Manuel A. Gonzalez-in;é>ﬁr {
Co-Chairman, New York Chap tgf,

ice Clinica Grillasca



MRS, FORD:

Event:
Date/Time:
Place:

Number of
Attendees:

Schedule of
Events:
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WASHINGTON

October 12, 1976

Presentation of the ""Citizen of the Americas" Award

Wednesday, October 13, 1976 2:00 p.m.

Blue Room

Approximately 22 guests

2:00 p.m,

2:10 p.m.

Your guests will arrive through the Southwest
Gate and will enter the White House through

“the Diplomatic Reception Room. They will

be escorted to the Blue Room where they
will be served refreshments,

Maria Downs will escort you via elevator to
the State Floor where you will be met by

‘Ray Maduro, Special Assistant to the
"President, who will escort you to the Blue

Room and introduce you to your guests.

Ray Maduro will introduce Irma Vidal
Santaella, founder of the Hispanic Community
Chest of America and Chairman of the New
York State Human Rights Appeal Court who
will present you with the award.

NOTE: The presentation piece is a Tiffany
silver plate engraved with the flags of the
Hispanic nations.

You will express appreciation for the award
and mingle informally with your guests, -

BRI

e



-2 - Prescntation of the "Citizen of
the Americas! Award

2:40 p.m. You will bid {farewell to your guests and
' return to the Family Quarters.
NOTES: There will be full press coverage.
A White House photographer will be present.
Background information is attached.

Guest list is attached.

Maria Downs





