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Mrs. Gerald R. Ford
The White House
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mrs. Ford: ' ;iii#?fazgcffsﬁiﬁ?
: ' iy dpﬁ&rﬁféb Aﬁgﬁ

If there is a half hour in your schedule between
now and July 5, I am hoping you might consider payirg
a visit to the Jones-Haywood School of Ballet, at
1200 Delafield Place, N.W., here in Washington.

RO T e

The School's prime star -- Sandra Fortune, a
25~year-old native Washingtonian -- is the world's top .
black classical ballet dancer.

Miss Fortune will be leaving Washington on July 5
to compete in the Intermational BalleL Competition in
Varna, Bulgaria.

While no American ballerina has ever won one of
the 3 medals of this competition, there is an excellent
chance that Sandra Fortune will be America's first winner.

} I think it would be a tremendous send-off for
her, and a great tribute to Washington's black community,
if you as this Nation's first lady of dance would indicate
your interest and support.

My administrative assistant is in touch with .
Susan Porter and I simply want you to know I think this
would be a wonderful action on your part if it is at =all
possible. Let me add a perso g2 -- Janie and I
feel you are performing a superb job coFi We

Digitized from Box 10 of the Sheila Weidenfeld Files at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library
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it is hoped that the FIRST LADY would give h

27 personal
supnort to black Iasnlngtonwan ballzrina, Sandra FPontuns,
baio*a Sandra lsaveg on Julwy Sth to compste in .Bhe internati
abligion in Vapna, Huloasdn,
nternational Ballst Competition 11 bs neld
CP4, Tais reapscted compebition was grzanizsed 2
0o x1maualv 120 contestants from 30 counsriss will
3 a2ls., No American ballerina has evar won, bu
hernando.Bu‘Oﬁas OL the American Ballet Theater won best male

dancer in 197L.

JONES-HAYWOOD SCHOOL at 120C Delafield Place, N.W. 1§ in
the nea"t of tns : mmunicy oi wasnington, D.L., The sch
was organized over 30 years ago for blacks intarested in ball
training. The CAPITOL BALLET COMPANY was Tfounded later to gi
dancers an opportunity to perform and to educats ths Washingt
sudiencs to classical ballet,

MISS DORIS JONE3 AND MISS CLAIRE FAYWOOD, the founders s
directors, are in their 60's, well-respected and loved by the
cormunity, Their former studsnts include Louis Johnson, who
chorsographed the musical Purlie, Chita Rivera of Broadway an
movie famV, and Sylvester Campbell, former premiers dansnu" W
the Nsthsrlands ard Canadian ballet companies.

THE CAPITOL BALLET COMPANY is govaerned by an integrated
board and rsceives support from the National Endownment for t
Arts and the D.C. Arts Commission. Board msmbers includs ¥r,
Delano iLewis, V-P of C&P Telephones Company; Mrs..Roscoa Desllu
wife of California Congressman; Dr. Elizsbsth Stone, top bleac
exscutive at HEW gnd Fathsr Kenneth Truslove, Episconal minis

SANDRA FORTUNE (Mrs. Jossph Green - she wes nmarried 6 nmo
ago) is a 25-year old native Washingtonian, who recsived all
training at Jonss-Haywood., She is considsrsd the ton black
cla331cal ballat dancer in tha world and has been fsatursd in

many black publications and international dancse magazines. S
has, however, been unable to breask into the white ballst comp
in the United States and remains with the Capitol Ballet Comp

SANDRA is the pride of many black | asnlrgtcnlans and dan
at the Mayor and City Council's Inaugural Concert at the Xenn
Center in 1975.

SANDRA attended public schocl here, Howard University an
George Washington University. She teaches at Jones-Haywood S

SYLVESTER CAMPBELL will be Sandra's partner, but at 35 h
is over the ags limit to compeste. He is a formsr student at
Jones-Haywood, a Washingtonian, and a professional dancer.

It is hoped that ths PFPirst Lady would show her support fo
Sandra before the competition in one of the following ways:
1. Give = White House tea in Sandra's honor and invite
Washingtonians and White House friends to mest her,
2, Invite Sandrs to dance at .some White Hcuse function,
3. Visit ths gtudios at Dslafield Plocs and watch Sardra
prepars for the Competition.
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Compedtition Lz Yzwsa, Solgeria, 1 a= graiziul
fox fhis oppeaiunily Lo convey bolh my
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wulelake tiis difzleall bul worlimhile
cmallsnge. You wuil indeed Seauliinlly

Aepresend ihe Lalled 3ates and he vitalily
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founey be duccedsful.

The Presddeni joind s {2 convegirs oul
eympsd besl mishes,

Siaceaely,
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W, 2.C, 22811
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' ¥ What actress Mae West did for Cary

-8 frnnt 45 years ago, shé may do again
¢ for another handsome
‘Bome lucky contender wha shows up

‘ ‘today at the Samuel

. kereen vamp to star opposlte her in
film versiom of her plag, *Se

i ., who swam the
Channel four times in the
19508, says she still is tw!mmlng, “but
fn the sea of finance.” Chadwick, who
does her laps as a stockbroker now,
spoke st the: Southern Californla Ex-
gition where her 84-year-old mother
g;s won seven first-place awards and
11 second places in rose-judging at a

flower show Monday,

| —p———

i *Singveirsi Bmy neldonte,l &ho ha:’
"igmtesthat the' unib ‘of’ the Cuban
le is mreutvb; aceordint to
 Havans. &

l'ﬂﬂlt.

A afonte, menﬂnnegl the dif-

Bﬁog\ actnrx are-in Cuba to parti:
in cultural programs lpomred
by the Cuban film Aindustry. ..
“'Washington ballerina Sandra For-
tune 'has the best wishes of PFirst
Lady Betty Ford to bolster her be-
fore participating 'in the International
ballet competition to be held next
month in Varna, Bulgaria.

-m;-_: 'WASHINGTON POST ..,

iring actor. -

Goldwyn. Studio
will be chosen by the 84-year-dld

necom--

r

Harry Bélafonte and Sidney Poitier, top; Florence Chadwick in a
1951 photo, above nght and Mae West

The 25-year-old dancer of the Capi-
~tol Ballet company met Mrs. Ford at
the White. House, where the First

- Lady presénted her a letter which -
offered her hope for success trom.

President Ford and his wife.

m

she had a photo internship last sum-
mer at The Topeka State Journal
and The Topeka OCapital-Journal, . -to
continue clicking her ecamera.

She will study photojournalism at
the Univarsity of Kansas for. the
second, semester of the 1976877 aca-
demic year.

)| outspoken critie:

Ford, a budding photojour- .
nalist, will return to Kansas where

Willie Hamil
of Parliament
tation for hi

; »h f.abor member

: dnarct
finally hit uponllmnwmch ha
defends.Queen 231,

On her controversi#t purchase of an
$885,000 estate for her daugliter, Ham-
ilton argues that it's her money, and
shé can spend it as she pleases, He
claims the ultimate problem with the
monarchy “is°not .how it spends its
money ‘but that such expenditures
are possibly “due'to’the failure of suc-
cessive governments to tax that weath
in the same way as that of all other

citizens.”
w—Carla Hall
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June 16, 1976

Mrs. Gerald R. Ford . ¥ Car_,
The White House
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mrs. Ford: Dytse [ b
"\W L4

If there is a half hour in your schedule between
now and July 5, I am hoping you might consider payirng
a visit to the Jones-Haywood School of Ballet, at
1200 Delafield Place, N.W., here in Washington.

TRADMNEE T e e e

The School's prime star -- Sandra Fortune, a
25-year-old native Washingtonian -- is the world's top
black classical ballet dancer.

Miss Fortune will be leaving Washington on July 5
to compete in the International Ballet Competition in
Varna, Bulgaria.

While no American ballerina has ever won one of
the 3 medals of this competition, there is an excellent
chance that Sandra Fortune will be America's first winner.

I think it would be a tremendous send-off for
her, and a great tribute to Washington's black community,
if you as this Nation's first lady of dance would indicate
your interest and support.

My administrative assistant is in touch with
Susan Porter and I simply want you to know I think this
would be a wonderful action on your part if it is at all
possible. Let me add a perso




Requsst:

Competition:

School:

Dancers:

Suggestions:

FACT SHEET

It is hoped that the FIRST LADY would give hsr psersonal:
support to black Washingtonian ballerina, Sandpa Fortune,
before Sandra leaveg on July §th to compete in the Internatio
Ballet Competition in Varna, Bulgaria.

Varna International Ballet Competition will be held
July 8-25, 1976. This respected competition was organized in

-196l. and approximately 120 contestants from 30 countries will

compeate fopr 3 medals. No American ballerina has ever won, bu
ernando Bujones of the American Ballet Theater won best male
dancer in 1974.

JONES-HAYWOOD SCHOOL at 1200 Delafield Place, N.W. is in
the heart of comnmunicy washington, ' 8 sch
was organized over 30 years ago for blacks 1nterested in ball
trairing. The CAPITOL BALLET COMPANY was founded later to gi
dancers an opportunity to perform and to educate the Washingt
audience to classical ballst,

MISS DORIS JONES AND MISS CLAIRE HAYWOOD, the founders s
directors, are in their 60's, well-respected and loved by the
community. Their former students include Louis Johnson, who
choreographed the musical Purlie, Chita Rivera of Broadway an
movie fame, and Sylvester Campbell, former premiere danssur w
the Netherlands and Canadian ballet companies.

THE CAPITOL BALLET COMPANY is governed by an integrated
board and receives support from the National Endownment for t
Arts and the D.C. Arts Commission. Board members include Mr.
Delano Lewis, V-P of C&P Telephone Company; Mrs. Roscos Dellu
wife of California Congressman; Dr., Elizabeth Stone, top blsac
executive at HEW and Father Kenneth Truelove, Episcopal minis

.

SANDRA FORTUNE (Mrs. Joseph Green - she was married 6 mo
ago) is a 25-year d native Washingtonian, who received all
training at Jones-Haywood. She is considered the top black
classical ballet dancer _in the world and has been featured in
many black publications and international dance magazines. S
has, however, been unable to break into the white ballet comp
in the United States and remains with the Capitol Ballet Comp

' SANDRA is the pride of many black Washingtcnians and dan
at the Mayor and City Council's Inaugural Concert at the Kenn
Center in 1975,

SANDRA attended public school here, Howard University an
George Washington University. She teaches at Jones-Haywood S

SYLVESTER CAMPBELL will be Sandra's partner, but at 35 h
is over the age limit to compete., He is a former student at
Jones-Haywood, a Washingtonian, and a professional dancer.,

It is hoped that the First Lady would show her support fo
Sandra before the competition in one of the following ways:
l. Give 2 White House tea in Sandra's honor and invite
Washingtonians and White House friends to meet her,
" 2. Invite Sandra to dance at some White House function,
3. Visit the gtudio at Delafleld Plsce and watch Sandra
prepare for the Competition. : 2
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Year Sandaa,

As you departi jox {ha Iateanatiosal Ballct
Compelition iz Yaana, Sulgerdia, I am gratedul
fox this oppoaiunily Lo couvey bola my

and my eatouragewent as you
wmmaswmxm:w.z
challfenge. VYou wifl indeed ¢
izpresent the Uniled Stales and The vialily
03 The arts in cun nalion Loday. Hay gyouwr

jounney be succedsful.

The Paesident foind me in conveydng ouk
wgxmesl besl wishes,

Sincaaely,

544, Sawdaa Fostone Cheen
738 Riggs Roed, Wosthexal

Wasiington, D.C. 20011 | SP/ph
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