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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Fran: 

Attached: What no girl should 
be without--a Turkey Fact Sheet! 
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Gobble, Gobble. 
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ational Turke ~ederation 
SE RVIN G THE NATION ' S TU R KEY INDUSTRY 

Reston International Center, Suite 302, Reston, Virginia 22091 

Lew Walts, Executive Vice President - 703- 860-0120 

November 17, 1975 

TO: WASHINGTON, D.C. NEWS MEDIA 

RE: TRADITIONAL PRESENTATION OF A 11JRKEY FOR TI-IA.NKSGIVING TO 
PRESIDENT FORD 

, . 

President Ford will personally accept the traditional turkey for Tilanksgiving 

presented by the National Turkey Federation on Tilursday, November 20, 1975. 

Tile presentation is scheduled for 11:45 A.M., in the Rose Garden at the White 

House. 

Enclosed is a News Release on the presentation, plus an additional fact sheet 

on the nation's turkey industry. 

For more information, contact ••• 

Lew Walts, Executive Vice President 
National Turkey Federation 
Suite 302, Reston International Center 
Reston, Virginia 22091 
TELEPHONE: 860-0120 

f , 
{ _, 

GLW/jca 

F. W. Vickrey .......................... President Glen Harder ...... .......... Second Vice President 

Lue Shefren ....... _......... First Vice President Ted Wasden • .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. • Secretary-Treasurer 



~ · NATIONAL TURKEY FEDERATION 

SUITE 302, RESTON INTERNATIONAL CENTER, RESTON, VIRGINIA 22091 

November 17, 1975 

For Release 12:30 P.M. EST, November 20, 1975 

Washington, D.C. - November 20 --- The National Turkey Federation today 

presented a 35 poWld turkey for Thanksgiving to President Gerald R. Ford 

in ceremonies in the Rose Garden at the White House. 

The occasion marked the 30th consecutive presentation by the National Turkey 

Federation to the nation's chief executive officer in commemoration of the 

rich heritage of Thanksgiving. 

The presentation party included National Turkey Federation President F.W. Vickrey 

and Mrs. Vickrey, Modesto, CA; Mr. and Mrs. Marvin DeWitt, Zeeland, MI; Dr. and 

Mrs. Howard Zindel, Michigan State University, East Lansing, MI; Senator Robert 

P. Griffin and Congressman Guy Vander Jagt of the Michigan congressional dele

gation; and Lew Walts, NTF Executive Vice President and Mrs. Walts, Reston, VA. 

President Vickrey told President Ford the turkey industry this year produced an 

estimated 123.6 million birds, down six percent from the 132 million grown in 

1974. He hastened to assure the President, however, that ample supplies of the 

festive bird will be available to consumers for the Holidays and at prices only 

slightly higher than 1974 ••• a year in which turkey growers experienced disaster 

losses due to low market prices and high production costs. 

GLW/jca 



ational Turke Pederation 
SERVING THE NATI-ON' S TURKEY IN DUS TRY 

Reston International Center, Suite 302, Reston, Virginia 22091 

Lew Walts, Executive Vice President - -- 703- 860-0120 

ANNUAL PRESENTATION OF THANKSGIVING TURKEY TO PRESIDENT FORD 

~November 20, 1975) 

Presentation Facts: 

1. This marks the 30th consecutive presentation of a turkey for Thanksgiving 

to the President of the United States by the National Turkey Federation. 

2. The National Turkey Federation (NTF) is the only national trade association 

representing the turkey producers of the United States. The members of 

NTF produce the major portion of the nation's turkey crop. 

3. The presentation party includes the following: F.W. Vickrey, President, 

National Turkey Federation, and Mrs. Vickrey, Modesto, CA; Mr. and Mrs. 

Marvin DeWitt, Zeeland, MI; Dr. and Mrs. Howard Zindel, Michigan State 

University, East Lansing, MI; Senator Robert P. Griffin and Congressman 

Guy Vander Jagt of the Michigan congressional delagation; and Lew Walts, 

Executive Vice President, NTF, and Mrs. Walts, Reston, VA. 

4. The weight of the live turkey is approximately 35 pounds. The two dressed 

turkeys weigh about 25 pounds each. The dressed birds are in special Cryovac 

bags, which are colorfully inscribed ... "Happy Holiday - Mr. President," and 

illustrate a Bicentennial theme ••. "Turkey - The All-American Bird - 1776-1976." 

5. The turkeys presented to President Ford were grown especially for the occasion 

by Mr. Marvin DeWitt, President, Bil-Mar foods, Zeeland, MI, a member of the 

.NTF Executive Committee and a long-time personal friend of the President. 

Turkey Industry Facts 

1. It is estimated the turkey industry will produce 123.6 million gobblers during 

1975. This represents a decrease of six percent from the 132 million produced 

last year. 

f. W. Vickrey •••. - .• --•.•••••••••. ___ .. President Glen Harder ---- . --.. ___ • __ . Second Vice President 

Lue Shefren .. ___ .. ---- ___ •• _ First Vice President Ted Wasden .... -•• -• • • • • • • • • • Secretary-Treasurer 



NTF ANNUAL PRESENTATION OF TIIANKSGIVING 
TURKEY TO PRESIDENT FORD 
(November 20, 1975) 
Page 2 of 2 

2. During 1974, turkey producers experienced disastrous losses brought about by 

over-supplying the market in relation to demand, plus higher costs resulting 

from a short supply of feed grains. It is probable turkey growers this year 

will show a return on their investments in turkey production. 

3. Feed accounts for approximately two-thirds of the cost of producing a turkey. 

Consequently, the current and estimated price of feed and feed ingredients 

has a significant effect on the intentions of turkey producers relative to 

the numbers of turkeys grown. 

4. While six percent fewer turkeys will be marketed this year, consumers are 

assured there will be ample supplies of all weights and sizes available for 

Thanksgiving and Christmas. Retail prices for Thanksgiving could range from 

10¢ to 15¢ more per pound than in 1974, but still represents a "best meat buy" 

for the consumer compared to prices of other meats. 

s. Turkey is one of the finest meats available to the consumer because of its 

excellent nutritional qualities. Turkey is exceptionally high in protein and 

low in calories (fat), in comparison to other meats, plus being a valuable 

source of important B vitamins, riboflavin, and niacin. 

GLW/jca 



Stuff'in.g :for Roast Turkey: 

1/4 C1.,1.:,P btltter 
1 cup cho9ped onions 
1 cup cbopped celery 
1./2 cup l.ight raisins 
4 cu_ps chopped, ,pared, cored apples 
6 cups fresh "'7hite bread cubes 
l tablespoon salt 
l tea.spoOl'l pouJ.try se8.9o:z:dng 
l cup chi~ stock 
l ta.bles,:poon chopped parsley 
3 'Whole egg3 - .~_ate:a 

.. _ ,, 

•• 
~ . 

In a l.ar~ .sk:U.1.et mel.t the butter - add onions a:td celery and sau~ Ulltll ~?!.Cler, 
about 5 ?Jl.inutes. 

add skillet :mut~ 
Ccr:i:>ioe the rema-<ning l:a:ig:redienta in a large bavl/and tcss lightly witll a t'oz-k · 
u?J.til. well. mi:....C. .Stuf:t' 10 - 12 lb. turkey or cook dressing se:pa:=ately ht 
a baking pan iD ~ o¥~n :for o.:o.e hour at 350 de~ss. 

3. Ca.::idied S;reet Potatoes: 

Us2 8 :::.ed.!~ s 1.::.e s-..reet potatoes. Cook :for about 20 ainutes in bollb:lg ;rater. 
Drai.::l orr -...ata:- ,. .... d coo:. potatoes. Peel .:potatoes and sl.ice d:!..ago.na.l.J..;r 1/3 b~h 
thick. Sel.ec-: -:=.e ~t. ~n slic.es a.!ld set asida. Puree all tl:.e ren:ai.ni ·~5 sl.:tces. -
in a bl-e~- T:3 ~ ;,-..u-ee add 3 tables_?OC.!!.S of but~:::- and 1/2 teaspoon. ot sal.t. . 

; 
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THANKSGIVING DINNER 

Oysters on the Half Shell 

Roast Turkey with Thanksgiving Stuffing 
Candied Sweet Potatoes 

Cranberry Sauce 
Peas and Carrots 

Spinach Salad 

Eggnog Pie 
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fl ~j. -~~~~Ha~:soyOif·t1ieVSit1e ~\ 1\~l -'<:'/,;'.'" . • . ' .. •. ' . ·.- ·- ·"· . 
· .:-.. ~-::iff.1'.. ~ .W~gton,. 1'[cii. ·27- (l.JPI)-=-President FoI'd · gpent' . 
_:;. ;?f-~b Thanksgiving Day a~ prayer, at work and at the-White 
.. ~ .. ~B"~,.,,~ Hou88!'dining;:table: with his mf e, Betty. and their daugh- -
--~-;~~ tez.,.:s~~~ FordJtOok time.. out-.to· pacJi .. fQr)lieir trip 
,, ~ .. :·iJi..f~f:;~f-·I;.~ Chi~~ijf _,,_·- ~ ·.~ ."\ ,:.· ;._ -., . ~ . "' ' .. +..-·' ~ - ~ · ~ ••• i .. . -, - ~ 

· ·~ ... ,:.. :;;_,._~Thee.President's baritone could -Inoonesia, Manila and Hawaii. ~ 
-. -- t:r.;.~ be- lieard •clearly· in St,., John's . After "the budget and other 

:r. f::" • Episcopal Church, across. Lafay- Oval Office -work came-- the first ... 
~=· · ette Square::, :from -th&) White. family's -- - Thanksgiving_ D_ay 1 

Jioll!e, aa the. congregation sang meal: oysters .:on-the hadf shell, 
"America the Beautifut' ... azuJ roast turkey _ with stuffing, 
"America.'~ - "• candied yams,. cranberry Sa.uce, 

.After. the Service, :~e ·"Presi- peas, _carrot;s~ salad and eggnog Ii 
. dent conferred :~t'h &idea in .the pie. · · · --~ :- ., _ • 

-~·-=." OvaHlf:fice on. ~he feder_al ~wig, Press Secretary Ron .Nessen ~ 
-:·:~?~or the-1977 .tis~ ;rear. -. said Ford might n~minate a re- ~ 
;,':'i'~~-~'Me ? , Well, I thin)t I. will be placement. for retrred . Supreme co·~ 
~;._"'.' ~g;"' ~aid a .·snilling Jdrs. Court ~ustice ·William 0. Do~-

-~~. '---Pord as she-- emerged from the las- w'bile he was abroad;. At his of 
- church...- Ford, his _, wife::~and pr ess conf~e.nce yesterday, Ford rej 

daughter depart Satmday·:on & noted there were two women on the 
lG-day trip -to Alaska,. • .Eeking-.. the list o:f 'polialnle candidates. ne~ 

l -=~ . .... I 
...... --....x ~ -. 
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FORD-THANKSGIVING 

WASHINGTON <AP) -- PRES IDENT FORD WILL ATTEND CHURCH THURSDAY AND 
HAVE A QUIET THANKSGIVING DINNER WITH MRS. FORD AND HIS DAUGHTER 
SUSAN. 

FORD PLANS TO ATTEND THE MORNING SERVICES AT ST. JOHNS EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH ACROSS LAFAYETTE SQUARE FROM THE WHITE HOUSE, A WHITE HOUSE 
SPOKES AN SAID . HIS WIFE AND DAUGHTER MAY JOIN HIM . 

IN THE AFTERNOON, FORD PLANS ANOTHER I N A SERIES OF MEETINGS WITH 
ADVISE S ON THE 1977 FISCAL BUDGET . HE ALSO PLANS TO DO SOME STUDYI NG 
ON HIS UPCOMING TRIP TO CHINA, WH ICH STARTS SATURDAY. 

THE THANKSGIVING MENU INCLUDES OYSTERS ON THE HALF SHELL , ROAST 
TURKEY WITH STUFFING , CANDIED SWEET POTATOES , CRANBERRY SAUCE , PEAS 
AND CARROTS , SALAD AND EGGNOG PIE . 

<FOLLOWING ADV . FOR 6 P. M.) 

TODAY THE WHITE HOUSE RELEASED A STATEMENT WHICH THE PRESIDENT HA 8 
TAPED FOR BROADCAST I WH ICH HE WISHED ALL AMERICANS A WARM 
THANKSGIVING AND ASKED THEM TO RC~E~BER THE HOLIDA Y IN THE SPIRIT OF 
THC NATI ' s BICE~:rctHJIAL , HICH WILL 3[" C£LI:BRATCD NEXT Y£AR . 

T Hf. ST ATC ~lENT : 
''AS A~ERICANS CELEBRATE THANKSGIVING DAY E ONCE MOR- COUNT OU~ 

SOUNTIFUL BLESSINGS . E GIVE THANKS , F! ST AND FOREMOST , TO THE 
SUPREME CREATOR . WE ARE THANKFUL THAT OUR NATION IS AT PEACE . 

''THIS HOLIDAY REMINDS US Or OUR DUTY TO PROVIDE RESPONSIBLY FOR THE 
NEEDS Or OUR FAMILIES AND OF OUR NEIGHBORS -- THE SAME VALUES THAT 
GUIDED THOSE WHO CELEBRATED OUR FIRST THANKSGIVING. 

''WE RECOGNIZE ANEW OUR NATIONAL MOTTO WHICH PROCLAIMS ''IN GOD WE 
TRUST.' WE CONTINUE TO TRUST . OUR FAITH HAS BEEN VINDICATED AS WE 
APPROACH A BICENTENNIAL OF NATIONAL THANKSGIVING . 

'' OUR BELIEF I N AMEQICA'S GOODNESS , IN AMERICA ' S GREATNESS , AND IN 
A ERICA 'S FUTURE , CONTINUES TO I NSPIR[ US . 

''IN THAT SPIRIT , MY FAMILY AND I GRATEFULL Y GIVE THANKS AND ~ ISH 
ALL OF YOU A VERY HAPPY THANKSGIVING.'' 

11-26-75 16:35EST 
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FORD-THANKSGIVING 
WASHINGTON (AP) -- PRESIDENT FORD ON TUESDAY PROCLAIMED THANKSGIVING 

DAY , NOV. 27, AS A DAY FOR ''REFLECTION UPON THE QUALITIES OF HEART, 
MIND AND CHARACTER OF THE MEN AND WOMEN WHO BUILT OUR GREAT NATION .'' 

''LET EACH OF US, IN HIS OWN WAY, JOIN IN EXPRESSING PERSONAL 
GRATITUDE FOR THE BLESSINGS OF LIBERTY AND PEACE WE ENJOY TODAY,'' THE 
PRESIDENT SAID. ''IN SO DOING, LET US REAFFIRM OUR BELIEF IN A 
DYNAMIC SPIRIT THAT WILL CONTINUE TO NUTURE AND GUIDE US AS WE PREPARE 
TO MEET THE CHALLENGE OF OUR THIRD CENTURY.'' 

11-04-75 15:45EST 
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CORRESPONDENTS: 

NEXT WEEK AT THE WHITE HOUSE: PRESIDENT FORD'S SCHEDULE FOR THE 
COMING WEEK WILL INCLUDE ISSUES RUNNING THE FULL GAMUT OF GOVIRllllEIT 
- - FEDERAL, ST ATE, LEGISLATIVE, JUDICIAL A ND EXE CUT IVE. TOPPIIG 
CONFERENCES HE WILL HAVE WITH AIDES AND JUDICIAL ADVISERS WILL BE THE 
SELECTION OF A NEW SUPREME COURT JUSTICE. ALSO HIGH ON HIS A(Ell>A 
WILL BE A PROMISED ANNOUNCEMENT ON WHAT HE PLANS WITH RESPECT TO 
HEL.PillG our FINANCIALLY-STRAPPED NEW YORK c ITY. OTHER MATTERS THAT 
WILL 1£ AFFORDED PRIORITY ATTENTION ARE THE DIFFERENCES WITH THE 
CON ~ESS OVER E'NER GY PPOGRAMS AND PROVISIONS IN THE FISCAL 1977 

BUDGET. BUDGET MEETINGS WERE HELD AT THE WHITE HOUSE EVERY DAY THIS 
V£II. FORD WILL APPROVE FINAL PLANS FOR HIS CHINA TRIP AND MAY "EET 
VITK HIS POLITICAL ADVISERS ON THE PRESIDENTIAL CAMPAIGN IN Ll81fT OF 
RONALD REAMN'S ANNOUNCEMENT. THE PRESIDENT AND MRS. FORD Pl.Al TO 
OBSERVE THANKSGIVING WITH MEMBERS OF THEIR FAMILY IN THE WASHIIGI'OI 
AREA, AT THE WHITE HOUSE OR POSSIBLY CAMP DAVID, AND MAY ATTEID 
RELIIIOUS SER~ICES AT AN AREA CHURCH, NO DOMESTIC TRIPS ARE 

AllT ICIPATED. 
UPI tl-21 03:28 PES 






