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BETTY BEALE 

A Leafy Light 
For Ford's 
Birthday 

What do you give a President of the 
United States for his birthday? That 
question confronted for the first time the 
coterie of Jerry Ford's close friends who 
were invited to Betty Ford's party for 
him last Monday and have been celebrat­
ing with him every year. 

What do you·give a man who suddenly 
has .airplanes, helicopters, tennis court, 
swimmmg pool, a mansion full · of au­
thentic antiques, supurb chefs to supply 
mouth-watering edibles, a fleet of cars, a 
yacht, all the golf clubs a fellow could 
·want;- ar·least: a half dozen blazers, etc.? 
For .the nation's-No. 1, s~lecting some­
thing to use or amuse can be a real strain 
on the brain. 

PRESIDENT FORD, HOWEVER, 
found some surprises awaiting bim when 
he showed tip an hour late for h,is birth­
day· dinner. He thought · the big staff 
party-· that afternoon• had replaced the 
annual dinner so when that was over he 
went for an unhurri,ed. swim. When he 
joined the First Lady at 7:.30 everybody 
had been there an hour with their 
presents,· one of whiCh' had a hard" time 
getting by the electronic scanner at the 
Southwest Gate. 

Th¢. Perkins · McGuire!, who were in 
"Spain;: bad sent~ via ·the. Bill Whytes, a 
-putter with. a. gold foot fo~ the putting 
face from Netman Marcus .tfor tlie man 

··who has everything but: still can..,t kick 
his ball to a better_lie)_ but]the package 
was too long to fit into the . scanner and 
required some inspecting. ,The Whytes' 
set of Burning Tree Clup b~tons for one 
of For~s numerous blazers, was no prob-: 
.!em; , 

When the President opened all the gifts 
.befo~e supper, he found: brigpt red 
swimming truriks embroidered with the 
presidential seal _from ~od Markley; a 
·green stone ·poolside .frcrg from the Clark 
MacGregors; a massage shower head 
from the John Byrneses; a fine sand 
wedge from Sen. Bob Griffin who had no 
trouble at the gate ("Obviously senators 
are trusted more than others," observed 
Peggy Whyte dryly) and attached to the 
club were a compass, a wrist scorer, a 
leveler and five other golf aids; and 
three things from Rep. and Mrs. John 
Jarman - a silver dollar money clip 
minted in 1913, the year of Ford's birth; a 
golf shirt printed all over with his age, 
62, and with his early nickname, 
"Junie," in block letters on the back, 
and, best of all. a laughing machine, one 
of those boxes that produces so much 
laughter it's contagious. Next to an up­
held veto, that's about the most benefi~ 
cial present a president could get. 

See BIRtlmAY, Page 5 , .. 
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BIRTHDAY 
Continued From F-1 

BUT THE TWO MOST UNUSUAL gifts came from 
the Bryce Harlows and Michigan Rep. and Mrs. Elford 
Cederberg. The Harlows'. was an historic Eisenhower 
doodle treasured for 18 years, and rescued by Bryce 
.when he was iieputy assistant to President Eisenhower 
,lot congressional affairs. He didn't know then it would 
become more historic- a collector's item that was to 
double in value. · , 

ll was a framed agenda of a congressional leader­
ship meeting at the White House in May, 1959. It bore a 
list of the issues discussed with the list of participants 
discussing each. Jerry Ford's name was on it as the 
reigning Republlan on the Defense Appropriation sub­
committee discussing the statutory ceilings on the 
Artned Forces and doodled partly across Ford's name 
·was Ike's drawing of Everett Dirksen's face. In the top 
. right corner was another sketch that looked like Brig. 
Gen. Andy Good2aster, who was then Ike's staff secre­
tary.~ 

HARLOW, WHO PREPARED the agenda and had 
the ,good sense to pick up the discarded paper after-

. w~rds, seemed most impressed by the fact that the 
current president was the top Republican in Congress 
on defense needs 18 years ago. "People forget that," 
helsaid. 

!:'. -~~·:~ i\ ' 

But It . was the Cedarbergs' gift that fascinated' 
everybody the most. It was a "Plantern" - I.e. a 
planter about 10 inches square containing five differ­
enUive plants and centered by a two-foot lamp post 
thaL was topped by ll white glass mushroom lamp 

· sh~de .. The e?ltraordi~ary thing was, the President was 
the first to d1scover, you turned the lamp on and off by 
simply \clamping forefinger and thumb together on 
,any leaf. Of course, everybody else had to try it, too. 

' Peggy Cedatberg said she found it in Michigan and 
bought jade, aluminum, tiger and sword plants and 
one other to put in it and even left them in their origi­
nal pots. "There's a foam rubber padding in the bot­
tom that must be kept moist and there's a metal disc 
in the center. It's an electronic thing," she said, pleas· 
ed that she ha~ found something never before seen by 
the man who has everything. 

"IF YOU CAN PERSUADE the readers of Playboy 
and Reader's Digest you can win an election," said 
Secretary of the Treasury Bill Simon at the Clark 
McGregors' supper the other night. Simon', who works 
around the ciock - so much so his wife, Carol, has in­
sisted that he quit government the end of his term -
sent articles this past spring to both magazines. 

The average American woman thinks of Playboy as 
a sex publication, not the medium for the thinking man 
- at least, not what he should be thinking. But Presi­
dent Ford's Treasury secretary figures he re~ched an 
important segment of voters among its readers in his 
desperate effort to fight inflation and the liberalism 
that caused it. He was guessing that Reader's Digest 
is read by 30,000,000 people and Playboy by another 
7 ,000,000. Actually, those figures include foreign circu­
lation but the lower . domestic figures would not indi­
cate that number of people who see .any one single 
issue. 1 

THE McGREGORS' PARTY was for HEW Secre­
tary and Mrs. Casr,ar Weinberger whose shared 
"generosity of spirit ' Clark toasted along with the 
secretary's "keen and questioning intelligence this 
city and this country will miss." Ca~, who hates to end 
an experience that has provided 'enormous excite­
ment and delightful intellectual exercise" (they're 
going back to C11llfornia because of Jane's health) 
said, "l hol)e the contribution I will make in th future 
is that of a large taxpa~er." 

Though a member of Nixon's cabinet; Weinberger 
said he has not talk'ed to the former president since he 
left Washington. "I wouldn't know what to say," he 
confessed, recalling the last cabinet meeting where 
they all sat in stoney silence after Nixon announced he 
was not resigning. · 

More surprising was former Secretary of State Bill 
Rogers' admission that he; too; had not ' talked to 
Nixon. Rogers was Nixon's closest friend in govern· 
rrient and' biggest supporter over a 20-year period -
until, anyhow, he was replaced by Kissinger. Maybe 
Nixon hasn't called him because he, RMN, wouldn't 
know what to say. · 

WHEN ·THE SUBJECT TURNED at one point to 
John Connally whom Simon had seen recently, all 
three men- Simon, Weinberger and Rogers, none of 
whom are political novices - said Connally would 
haye been the strot'lgest presidential candidate the 

·---------·- '-------·-·--------·-
Sunclor. July 20, 1975 The Washington Star 

-Official White House Photoara1 

The $potlight is on President Ford as he opens birthday gifts at the party the First Lsdy gave for him Monds~ 

Democratic Party could have chosen had he not turned 
Republican. Looking over the field of entries today, 
one wonders if John regrets switching. · 

New Atty.,Gen. and Mrs. Edward Levi were at the 

party along with Maurice and Kathleen Stans wh 
have sold their Watergate apartment and arc leavi 
Aug. 15 for Scottsdale, Ariz., to see if the climate the 
will help Kathleen's Iar-.ing tendonitis. · :. 
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Ford to Celebrate Birthday Monday 
by Helen Thomas 

(Excerpted from UPI) 

President Ford celebrates his 62nd birthday Monday and 
says he thinks the Presidency has "made me more youthful. 11 

Not everyone would agree. Some White House aides believes 
he has aged a bit under the demanding pace of the Presidency. 

When asked how they would celebrate, First Lady Betty 
Ford told reporters "it's a surprise." Mrs. Ford says the 
only change she has seen in her ·husband is that "he works 
harder-- if that is possible." (7/13/75) 

UP 16l 
C FOP. D BIRTHDAY) 

<BY HELEN THOMAS. 

,. 

WASHINGTON <UPI> -- A NAVY SOUL bAND PLAYED "HAPPY BIRTHDAY" IN A 
ROCK AND ROLL TEMPO, COMEDIAN FLIP WILSON RATTLED OFF PLAYBOY-STYLi 
JOKES AND BETTY FORD GAVE THE PRESID~NT A BIG KISS ON THE CHE£ I~ A 
CELEBRATION OF HIS 62ND BIRTHDAY TODAY. 

"IT'S THI:: NTCEST BIRTHDAY Ct:U.BRATION I t.Vt.R HAD ," FORD TOLD THE 
BL A C K C 0 ME D IAN , WITH .A B I G S M I Li , Bi:. FOR 1:. L C: A VI N G F OR H I 5 SEC ON 0 
BIRTHDAY EVENT, AN £VENIN G CR UI St ON THE POTOt"JA C ABOARD THE 
PRESIDENTIAL YACHT SEQUOIA . 

SOME 2eJ0 WHITE HOUSE STAFFERS AND t.MPLOYES IN THE EXECUT I VE OFFICE 
BUILDING NEXT DOOR POURED OUT OF TH£ IR OFFICf:.S AND GATH RED IN THE 
EAST ROOM OF TH£ WHITE HOUSE FOR TH£ PRt.SIDENTIAL BI RTHD AY PARTY . 

" I IJ.IAS SURPRISED," FORD l'OLD REPOHTi!.RS AFTERWARD . 
THEN HE QUIPPED, "IIIH 0 ' S Kt:: EP IN G THE ST 00 t.?" 
WILSQ!~, PORTRAYING HIS F~trlAL~:. CHARACTER " Gl:.RALDINE", GAVE 

REPORTt.RS A HUMOROUS REPRISe.. OF A MEDICAL REPORT ON FOOD THAT PRESS 
SECRETARY RON ~~~SEN HAD GIVE~ EARLIEk IN THt DAY. 

DRESS~D AS A NURSE, WITH THi PRESIDENTIAL Sf:.AL ~MBLAZONED ON TH~ 
BODICt. AND SLOGANS R:::ADING "GO NAVY" NcAR THE. H£MLINE , WILSON CALL&:.D 
F'ORD "'THE MAIN MAN" AND MRS . F'ORD "FIRST MAfti.A" . 

WHEh WILSO~ READ THAI THE PRESIDENT HAD BEEN FOUND TO BE 
"PHYSICALLY I'"LT," HE SAID WITH A 1 ~LER .. uF COURSe., t'IJAMA CO ULD HAVE 
TOLD US THAT ." wiLSON OPl::f·,f:.D rti.:i REMAfi' S 'ITH A "HO'Ai YOU DOING, 
TIGtR" TO THE Prl~SIDENT. 

WILS•l,i SAID Ht. WANTED TO Rli:Vt:.. L •HAT r ORD HAD SAID DUR ING HIS 
r·,EDICAL EXAMINATION BUT THAT T!c.. ".-w •. -1 ·t.:-·r tl!.H'irlLING" . 

HE GOT A LOT OF LAUGHS WHeN hE ~~~t.nKeu TO FORo•s "TRICK kN~t.H, 
AND SAID THE. GOVE.RNMt:NT HAD SOLv'.-u I11~ PROl3LE.11 OF THE PRESIDENT'S 
STUMBLING ON THE STEPS OF AIR ~- Ok Ct. O .. l:. r3 Y IN STALLING AN ESCALATOR. 

WILSOU THEN TURNED SERIOLJ:l, Sk~ !NG FORf.J " MAY NOT HAVE THE RI rG OF 
A GREAT ORATOR , uUT HE. HAS THL. F 1, ~ JF TkUTH ." 

THE PARTY BEGAN '«ITH ROC!'. ANJ .OLL. ,1ANCING BY THE YOUNGER Sf:. • 
JACK FORD , 23, THE PRESIDt..NT'S SON COil •• c.NIC.D: "I I DOES ~Of1ETHI..., FOK 
THE STATELY ATMOSPHERE ." 

LIP I 0 7- 14 06 : 5 0 PE. D 
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Prelllcleat Ford as a Navy 8CRJl 
13irthday" ,vitb a roclt tn' roll beat,· 
~ . big lWB on ~- cheek· and Flip . 

, ~ idtQ bjm on his 62nd birtb-
f/~y. ..,.,.-n.._,,._ H~ sta!ferideaerted their offices t 

;¢d poured il)to t.he East Roolll for the birthday party, 
which led Mr. Ford to • •Who's ,keeping the st.ofef" 
Flip-Geraldine, dressed ai·a'·iiurse with the 'preSidential 
·sea~ emblazoned on the bodite and a "Go Navy" slogan on 

~~'Ple bemJine, had kind wo$ for the Fords ("the ~ 
~man, and "first mama") and said be would have liked to· 
~ reveal what )lr. Ford had ~ a8 he ~ biB seffiian­
. nual medi~ examination. that day but th~ President bad 
''just kept mumbling." Th.e SJ'nlling President told Wilson, 
••It's the nic~ birthday celebration I ever had~' Presents 

.,j,rom the familY inch~ed- a tennis shht and shortt a bag 
for tenrus gear and a racqu~t cover. · 
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