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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

MEMORANDUM TO: P TER SORUM 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: ion Memo 

Mrs. Ford has accepted the following out-of-house invitation: 

EVENT: Luncheon 

GROUP: Ladi~s of the Senate (Red Cross Unit) 

DATE: Tuesday, April 22, 1975 

TIME: 12:00 noon 

PLACE: S-318 Caucus Room 
Old Senate Office Building 

CONTACT: Mrs. Lawton Chiles (Rhea), Luncheon Chairman 

COMMENTS: Per our conversations, this luncheon is an annual event 
dating back years and years. The Ladies of the Senate 
meet once a week to tie bandages, etc. for the Red Cross. 
They annually honor the First Lady. All will be in Red 
Cross costumes. Their President is, of course, 
Mrs. Rockefeller and Mrs. Clayborne Pell is their First 
Vice President. The First Lady traditionally reciprocates 
with a luncheon at the White House. This, as the calendar 
reflects, will be held here on Monday, May 5. Thank you. 

c: BF Staff 
Red Cavaney 
Warren Rustand 
John Marsh 
Max Friedersdorf 
Bill Nicholson 
Rex Scouten 
Staircase 

April 7, 1975 

Digitized from Box 5 of the Sheila Weidenfeld Files at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASH,INGTON 

MEMORANDUM TO: P TER SORUM 

FROM: S 

Mrs. Ford has accepted the following out-of-house invitation: 

EVENT: Luncheon 

GROUP: Ladi~s of the Senate (Red Cross Unit) 

DATE: Tuesday, April 22, 1975 

TIME: 12:00 noon 

PLACE: S-318 Caucus Room 
Old Senate Office Building 

CONTACT: Mrs. Lawton Chiles (Rhea), Luncheon Chairman 

COMMENTS: Per our conversations, this luncheon is an annual event 
dating back years and years. The Ladies of the Senate 
meet once a week to tie bandages, etc. for the Red Cross. 
They annually honor the First Lady. All will be in Red 
Cross costumes. Their President is, of course, 
Mrs. Rockefeller and Mrs. Clayborne Pell is their First 
Vice President. The First Lady traditionally reciprocates 
with a luncheon at the White House. This, as the calendar 
reflects, will be held here on Monday, May 5. Thank you. 

c: BF Staff 
Red Cavaney 
Warren Rustand 
John Marsh 
Max Friedersdorf 
Bill Nicholson 
Rex Scouten 
Staircase 

April 7, 1975 
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o11u. CLai't En9D;. 
434 d\!ew :Jeuey 0-4ve. ~. £. 

CJ /1aih.in9ton, !".b. C. 20003 

V.1rs. Sheila 1leidenf eld 
The White rlouse 
Washi:'.1gton, D. C. 

Dear Mrs . Weidenfeld: 

l1arch 26, 1975 

Each spring, The Ladies of the Senate give 
a luncheon honorir€ our First Lady. This year we 
are entertaining l"Irs . Ford on Tuesday, April 22, 1975. 
The luncheon will be given in the Caucus Room of the 
Senate Office Building. 

M:rs . Ford 1qill arrive at 12:00 noon and ·-Jill be 
met by ~Trs. Nelson Rockefeller, the President of the 
Ladi~s of the Senate~ T>frs . Lawton Chiles, Chairm?n of 
the luncheon; and Mrs . J. Glenn Eeall, Co-Chairman of 
the luncheon, who will escort her to the Caucus Room. 

Other guests invited include t'1e Ybles of former 
Presidents, the 1~ves of former Vice-~residents, and 
wives of M.em'ters of the Cabinet. 

The press and photographers are invited to the 
Caucus R.oom for a preview of the luncheon l:::etween 
ll!OO and 11:30 a.m. when a press informatfon sheet, 
giving details about the coil'1J'llittee, decorations, menu, 
entertainment, etc. will re available. 

The committee requests that the press and photo
graphers leave the Caucus Room promptly at 11:30 and 
move out to the hall to a"'ait the arrival af the 
luncheon guests . 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 21, 1975 

MEMORANDUM FOR: MRS. FORD 

VIA: 

FRO M: 

SUBJECT: 

RED CAVANEY 
"'"'i• 

PETER SORUM 

YOUR ATTENDANCE AT THE 
SENATE WIVES LUNCHEON 

y; 

S- 318 Old Senate Office Building 
Tuesday, April 22, 1975 

Attached at TAB A is the proposed schedule for your 
attendance at the Senate Wives Luncheon. 

APPROVE DISAPPROVE ----

BA.CKGROUND 

The Ladies of the Senate meet once a week to tie bandages for 
the Red Cross . Each spring they honor the First Lady at 
luncheon at the Senate, with a reciprocal hmcheon at the White 
House which you wi1.1 host on May 5 . By tradition, you will jo1.n 
the Cabinet Wives and the Wives of the Vice President and forrne r 
Vice Presidents in a Receiving Line prior to the luncheon. 

Following the luncheon, a program with entertainment will 
include a presentation to Y?u of two antique prints as a gift frcrn 
the Senate Wives . A brief response of appreciation is appropriate . 



11:45 am 

11:55 am 

11:58 am 
' 

12:00 noon 

12:15 pm 

12:40 pm 

• 

PROPOSED SCHEDULE ---------------

MRS. FORD'S ATTENDANCE AT TF-IE 
SENATE WIVES LUNCHEON 

S-318 Old Senate Office Building 
Tuesday, April 22, 1975 

4/21/75 
4 :45 pm 

Mrs. Ford boards motorcade on South Grounds. 

MOTORCADE DEPARTS South Grounds en route 
Old Senate Office Building (Elevator Entrance). 

ii 

[Driving time: 10 minutes] 

MOTORCADE P..RRIVES Old Senate Office Building. 

Mrs, Ford will be met by: 
Mrs . Nelson (Happy) Rockefeller 
Mrs . Lawton (Rhea) Chiles 
lvfr s . J. Glenn (Nancy) Beall 

Mrs. Ford, escorted by Mrs. Rockefeller, Mrs, 
Chiles, and Mrs . Beall, proceeds to the Caucus 
Roorn of the Old Senate Office Building. 

!v1rs. Ford arrives Caucus RoOin entrance. 

NOTE: Mrs. Ford, Mrs . Rockefeller, 
Mrs . Chiles, and Mrs. Beall will pause 
briefly for press pool photo coverage . 

Mrs. Ford joins receiving line to greet gne sts . 

Mrs . Ford proceeds to her table and is seated. 

12: ·42 pm Invocation by Mrs . Henr y Bellman. 

12: 45 pm Luncheon is served. 



1: 30 pm 

1:31 pm. 

• 

- 2 -

NO~~: During luncheon Mrs . 
Fritz Hollings will introduce 
Mrs. RusseH Long, Mrs. Mark 
Hatfield, aud Mrs. Nelson Rocke
feller for remarks. 

Luncheon conclucle 's , 

Mrs . Hollings introduces 1v1rs . Roman 
IIruska and Mrs. Jan1es Allen for com-
1nittee reports . 

1: 35 pm Mrs. Carl Curtis introduces honored guests. 

1:38 p1Y1 Mrs. Henry Jackson presents gift to Mrs. Ford. 

1:40 pm. M:cs. Ford responds . 

1:43 pm 

NO PRESS COVERAGE 

Response concludes. 
r. , •· 

1vf.rs. Harrison \VilJ.jan1s introdu c e s Ed.\'i'<n ·d 
Vi.Uella of the New York City Balle t for 
ente rtai n1ncnt. 

2:00 pm Entertainment concludes . 

2 :05 pm 

2:10 pm 

lvfrs. Ford departs luncheon table en route motorcade 
for boarding. 

MOTORCADE DEPARTS Old Senate Office Buildine 
en route South Groui1d s . 

[Driving tirne: 10 minutes ] 

MOTORCADE ARRIVES South Grounds. 



Press Inforl"lation Sheet 

Luncheon given by The Ladies of . the Senate 
in honor of Mrs . Ford 

April 22, 1975 
Caucus Room - Senate Office Building 

Cormnittee : 

Chairman 
Co-Chairman 

Gift Chairman 
Co-Chairman 

Decorations Chairman 
Co-Chairman 

Menu Chairman 
Co-Chairman 

Entertainment Chairman 
Co-Chairman 

Hostess and Seating 
Chairman 

Chairmen Pre-Luncheon 
Procedure 

Publicity Chairman 

Prayer 

Chairmen, Invitation and 
Ticket 

l"ir s. Lawton Chiles 
Mrs . J. Glenn Beall 

:Mrs . Henry M. Jackson 
Mrs . James L. Euckley 

:V;rs . Russell Long 
Mrs. Jesse Helms 

Mrs . Hark 0, Hatfield 
Hrs . Sam Nunn 

Hrs . Harrison A. 'Williams 
Mrs. Dewey F. :Eartlett 

Hrs . Car 1 T. Curtis 

Mrs . Ernest F. Hollings 
Mrs . Gaylord Nelson 

Hrs . Clair Engle 

Mrs . Henry Eellmon 

Mrs . Hilton R. Young 
Hrs . Ted Stevens 

Decorations 

11 A Glimpse of a Colorial Kitchen" 
Bi-centennial theme; culinary artifacts from 
Mt. Vernon and The Octagon. Herbs from National Cathedral 

Menu Ymrtha Washington's Crab Soup 
Mt . Vernon Specialties 
Revolutionary Cornbread bisketts 
Hert Garden Salad 
Minuteman Trifle 
Spirits ( Tavel Rose) 
Coffee 

Gardens . 



Press Inf ormation Sheet -2- Luncheon April 22, 1975 

Entertainment 

Gift 

Stars and S t r ipes 
Pas de Deux 
Music: Sousa - Kay 
Choreography : Balanchine 
VIOLETTE VE-tDY ED,vARD VILLELLA 

Courtesy IJew York City :ballet 

The gift for Mrs . Ford from ~he Ladies of the 
Senate is a pair of small prints (2t11 x 3" ): 
one of ':lakefield , the original residence of 
the George Wasl:ington fa mily and the other of 
Mt . Vernon. They were done by Henry Hays who, 
along with his son by the same name , was 
producing about 1350. 

The only social activity of The Ladies of the 
Senate is giving the luncheon each year for the 
First La dy. · The usual activity of the group is 
making b l ood bank s ponges, layettes, and knitted 
gar~ents f or the Red Cross every Tu.esday in 
Room 155 of the Old Senate Offic e Building . 



11 :oo 

11:30 

11 :45 

11:50 

12:00 

12:15 

12:45 

SENATE WIVES LUNCHEON FOR MRS. FORD APRIL 22 

Everything should be in place in the room and on tables 
ready for food service. 
Sherry and glasses ready at opposite end of room from 
.committee table 
Press review of room hostessed by Lou Engle 

Press people leave room 
Senate wives convene 
Sherry is served (at least two people serving) 
Ann Stevens to be at station in hall to receive dues 

Cabinet wfves and special guests arrive to be greeted by 
hostesses appointed by Mildred Curtis who will give them 
their nametags and see that they have sherry 

Mrs. Rockefeller arrives and is to be greeted by Nancy 
Beall and Rhea Chiles. All three will go to downstairs 
elevator entrance to meet Mrs. Ford. 

Mrs. Ford arrives with escort committee. Peatsey to see 
that Mrs. Ford and Mrs Rockefeller are offered sherry upon 
arrival. 

Peatsey to supervise forming of receiving line. Hostesses 
should guide cabinet wives to left of door as you enter where 
line will form. Peatsey will have order of line for receiving 
line. 
SEATED 

PROGRAM 
Peatsey introduces Shirley Bellmen for invocation 
During lunch Peatsey will give short welcome and intro
duce Carolyn Long to give remarks about artifacts and 
Antoinette Hatfield who will talk of Colonial food. 
Peatsey introduces Mrs. Rockefeller 
After coffee is served Peatsey will introduce Vicki Hruska 
and Maryon~ Allen for red cross committee reports 
Also Mildred Curtis to introduce honored guests 
Also Helen Jackson who will present gift to Mrs. Ford 

Mrs. Ford responds 
Peatsey introduces Jeannette Williams who will introduce 
Edward Villella and instruct the ladies as to procedure for 
viewing entertainment. 

Properties: 

Decorations, tablecloths, chairs and tables and palms - Carolyn Long 

Lectern and mike - Nancy Beall 

Dancing platform and leaning benches - Jeannette Williams 

Special nametags, placecards and table numbers - Mildred Curtis 



} 1: 00 

11:30 

11 : 50 

12:00 

12:15 

12 : 45 

SEHA'X'l'.: WIVES LUNCHEON FOR MRS. FORD APRIL 22 

Everything shoul'l be in place in the room and on tables 
ready for food service. 
Sherry and glasses ready at opposite end of room from 
committee table 
Press review of room hostessed by Lou Engle 

Press people leave room 
Senate wives convene 
Sherry is served (at least two people serving) 
Ann Stevens to be at station in hall to receive dues 

Cabinet wives and special guests arrive to be greeted by 
hostesses appointed by Mildred Curt is who will give them 
their nametags and see that they have sherry 

Mrs . Rockefeller arrives and is to be greeted by Nancy 
Beall and Rhea Chiles. All three wi_ll go to downstairs 
elevator entrance to meet Mrs . Ford. 

Mrs. Ford arrives with escort committee. Peatsey to see 
that Mrs . Ford and Mrs Rockefeller are offered sherry upon 
arrival. 

Peatsey to supervise forming of receiving line. Hostesses 
should guide cabinet wives to left of door as you enter where 
line will form. Peatse y will have order of line for receiving 

line. 
SEATED 

PROGRAM 
Peatsey introduces Shirley Bellmon for invocation 
During lunch Peatsey will give short welcome and intro
duce Carolyn Long to give remarks about-artifacts and 
Antoinette Ha t fie ld who will talk of Colonial food. 
Peatsey introduces Mrs. Rockefeller 
After coffee is s e rved Peatsey will introduce Vicki Hruska 
a nd Maryon~ Allen for r e d c~oss committee reports 
Also Mildred Curtis to introduce honored guests 
Also He l e n J ackson who will present gift to Mrs. Ford 

Mrs. Ford responds 
Peatsey introduces Jeannette Williams who will introduce 
Edward Villella and instruct the ladles as to procedure for 
vie wing e ntertainn1ent. 

Properties: 

D~fo1°a tions, ta ble_cloths, chairs and tables and palms - Carolyn Long 

Lectern and mike - Nancy Beall 

Dancing platform and leaning benches - J eannette Williams 

Special n a me tags, p l acecards and table numbers - Mildred Curtis 



-WulilairtmStarPbo~RayLultig 

Playing' It Cool 
~ather~ was cold and brisk, ~ut 'scientists are a hardy breed. So, at a. 
on for members of the National Academy of Sciences at the Hirshhorn 
'11 last night, dancing went on in the courtyard as scheduled. Harvard's 
rt Isselbacher and his wife had the scientific spirit, coats and all. 

' 

·~l .,•.· 

' ·Not .Just 
A Lunch, a 
. Production 

By Betty Beale 
Waabiapla Star Staff Wrl1f' 

Mrs. Spiro Agn~ had a new, blonde 
hairdo. Happy Rockefeller was there for 
the first time and in a uniform. Lady Bird 
Johnson wore brown and white plaid and 
a broad smile. And Betty For.d arrived 
wearing epaulettes on her nafy blue top, 

· a subtle suggestion of the military that 
seemed made to order for the Bicentel'lni
al theme. 

These four and many more of the wives 
of powerful Washington meri gathered in 
the Senate Caucus Room at midday yes
terday for the annual Ladies of the Sen
ate luncheon in honor of the First Lady. 
To merely call it a luncheont however, 
would be misleading. It is a production, 
and a production· only a little less 
dramatic than the, most famous activity 
held in the same setting, the Senate 
Watergate hearings. 

WEEKS OF PLANNING had gone into 
it. The tables ai: which the Watergate wit
nesses sat and squirmed under question
ing had ·been . moved out in favor of 10 
round tables for 10 each, centered with a 
"still life" from Mount Vernon's kitchen 

· and the Octagon House. Brass and iron 
saucepans, sieves and kettles were artis
tically arranged with clay pots of herbs 
from the Cathedral Garden on circular 
platforms of red and white checked-tea
toweling. Mrs. Russ~ll Long was, respon
sible for the decorations. · 

All the other chairs had been moved to 
make way for a stage that the National 
Park Service brought over from the 
Kennedy Center and covered with a non
skid linoleum. From 8 ~30 in the morning 
until half an hour before the noon arrival 
of Mrs. Ford, New York City Ballet danc
er Edward Villella and his partner , Vio
lette Verdy, warmed up for their per
formance. The dancing followed a 
luncheon of crab soup, southern ham and 
herb salad, " bifketts" and "Minute Man 
trifle." 

IT WAS VILLELLA'S first perform
ance for this First Lady. "I have danced 
for the last three administrations. This is 
my fourth," he said. But he refused to 
name his favorite: "I keep my politics for 
the voting booth. For me that makes the 
best sense." · 

Was he paid for this performance? 
"No, no, this is considered a singular 

honor. It's our pleasure," he replied. The 
pair did a pas de deux from Balanchine's 
"Stars and Stripes" to John Philip Sousa 
music. "A fun piece," Villella called it. It 

See BEALE, C-7 
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Happy Rockefeller was the first to greet &tty 
Ford as sbe arrived on Capitol Hill. 

BEALE 
Continued from C·l 

~ook only 15 minutes but .... 
his company sent stage 
manager Kevin Tyler down 
from New York to run the 
sound and arrange the.. i... 
spotlight. Mrs. Harrison ' 
Williams acquired the en-
tertainment. 

THE PLACECARDS 
around the head table 
read like pages from the 
history of the nation. The 
. Second Lady of the land is 
always president of the 
group. and past Second 
Ladies were seated there. 
For Ha~y. Rockefeller it 
was her first attendance 
at the Tuesday gathering 
of Senate wives who meet 
weekly to make bandages 
and garments for the Red 
Cross. She was correctly 
attired in a spanking new 
Red Cross uniform. 

She and Betty Ford sat 
side by side flanked by the 
Democratic and Republi
can chairmen of the lunch
eon '- Mrs. Lawton Chiles 
and Mrs. Glenn Beall. 
Next came Lady Bird 
Johnson. then Mrs. 
Henry Wallace, Judy 
Agnew, Mrs. Mike Mans
field, Mrs. Hugh Scott and 
Mrs. Hubert Humphrey. 

Mrs. Agnew was beam
ing. She is just back from 
a Houston checkup by Dr. 
Michael Debakey who told 
her she could stop talting 
the anticoagulant drug she 
had been talting since she 
was seriously ill last year. 

Two possible ' first 
Ladies were in the group 
- the "'.ives of presiden
tial candidates Scoop 
Jackson and Lloyd Bent
sen. 

.... 
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AND THERE WERE 
such oldtime ex-Senate . 

. wives as Mrs. Tom Con
nally, whose husband was 
chairman of the Foreign 
Relations Committee 23 
years ago. "I am still kick
ing but not very high," 

w~~y. April 23, 1975 

said the erect, elegant
looking Texan. 

When it was all over, 
- Mrs. Ford walked out with 

the group's gift to her: two 
19th century prints of 
George Washington's 
early and late addresses 

The Washington Star ~7 

-Wakefield and Mt. Ver
noll--Chosen by Helen Jack· 
son and Anne Buckley. 

As for Villella, he will be 
back on May 8 to dance at 
the White House state cliJJ. 
ner for Prime Minister 
Lee of Singapore. 



~ 

D~. ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~no~E;ro~um 
"'!.'here isn't a woman alive," · said 

~ ' 

Verdy, "claughter, mother or, ·grand· 

mother, 'fho d<?esn't adore Villella." 

/ 

Dilling-and · 
Dancing 

By Sally Quinn 
"Yes," he said, It was, in cerned that it has made very 

fact, the first time he ha.d pleasant what could have 
ever danced at a lunch. been a very tedious. and dif-

"He \Yill be .-served up to ficult situation." 
them," said hi~ dancing part- .The lunch itself. a tradi-
ner Violetta Verdy, "prime tional affair, began at 11 
Villella pale on toast." ·a.m. with s'ecre~aries from · 

I "Yest he said. It was also the office of Sen, Ernest]!'. 
the first tim'e he had ever Ho1lings (D-S.C.), dressed in 
danced for ap all-female ,au- revolutionary ' clothes, serv-
dience. , ing sherry to the ladies, who 

"Theie isn't a woman were mostly dressed in Red 
alive," said Verdy, "tlaugher, Cross uniforms, also a tradi· 
mother,- or~ grandmother, ti~n. The theme of the I 
who d_oesn'tJadore him." .: luncheon was the Bicenteri-

"Not,'' he;Said, "a ba<;l way nial and Villella was danc-
to work:" f . irig 

1

"The Stars and Stripes" 
It was for Betty Ford and •.. ; in keeping , with it-to re-

Happy Rockefeller and . 1-03 .. __ . 
past and present Senate :· corded music. 
wives that Edward Villella, 'At 11:30 onlookers were 
New ~ork City Ballet star, " thrown out because it was 
was dancijig yesterday at;" .·explained · that too

0 

was a 
the annual .Ladies of the ' · . . ' 
Senate luncheon in hopor of tradit10n. . . 
the First Lady in the Senate ., .· At noon Mrs. Rockefeller, 
Caucus Room. ' ; · . 'who appeared from nowhere 

It was pot the first time ,in' uniform, went down to 
he had ever danced for a . the' strt!ct to escort Betty 
president's wife. i "I've Ford to the lunch and disap
:i~nced for. the last three ad- peared. 
ministrations." The Sen ate wives have 

Violetta · Verdy had not. .. ; · been meeting for years. once 
"Wouldn't it be wonderful," a month in their uniforms 
she said, "if we could get a · to roll bandages. 
menu or something from the >?'some of them like it. ' 
tables as a souvenir . sine~ .;.." Some of them cion't. The 
we're not going to eat wiUf ones who seemed pleased 
t,li.em." with the idea arrived in uni-

"Sure,'' he said, "and· form fairly early and hug. 
about four secret . service . ged and kissed each other 
agents would grab you. I've excitedly. Among tho~e was 
never seen such security." Judy Agnew. "Judeeeee, 

They were dancirtg free, , you're blonde," trilled sev
courtesy of the New York eral of her former colleagues 
City Ballet, and they were when the wife of the former 
dancing on a specially built Vice President arrived with 
stage, courtesy of the Ken- a newly frosted .hairdo. She 
nedy Center, linoleum cour· was warmly embraced by 
tcsy of Wolf Trap Farm everyone- and seemed very 
with lighting courtesy of up, even though she said she 
Ford's Theater and carpen- had just returned from a 
try help courtesy of the Sen· Texas hospital where she 
ate workshop. had been having tests. 

Was the setup difficult for Wearing of uniforms and 
Villella? Ile rolled his <'yes rolling of bandages has bLen 
heavenward and replied, something of an issue 
.. ~o ... " then . "Everybody among some of the \rives 
has been so helpful and con- over the past few years, and 
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Mrs. Harrison IT'illinms with Violetta VeTjdy aml 
Eclward Villella.. 

there are those who feel it . 
is passe, though ·many of 
them diplomatically stick ~p 
for it. , 

"Well, I sew," said Mrs. 
Harrison Williams of New 
Jersey, "but at first I had 
some trepidations about it.' 
I know it sounds cornv but 
we sew layettes, and ,.there 
are a lot of mothers who get 
released fronYD.C. General 
Hospital who can't take 
their babies home because 
they don't have clothes for 
them. So that's very import
ant. And we also square 
bandages, which will be use
ful next summer for first 
aid when all the touri sts 
come to Washini::ton for the 
Bicentennial. 

_- "We. all take it ver). seri. 
. oµsly," she said, 

"It · doesn't , hurt'"· said 
Mrs. Mike MansJfelO . of 
Montana. "It's the ·only way 
you -can get the Senate 
wives together. If you had a 
social tea they'd never 
come." 

"There's a very special 
th ing nbout getting to know 
the other wives," said Mrs. 
, .Lllai .,.evensun of. l!JL10is. 

"Where's your uniform?" 
somcotfe askqd · ne.w Seqate 
wife Mrs. Gary Hart of Colo- . 
rado: She grimaced and 
shook her head. "No com
ment." 

Where was Marion .Tav
its's uniform? "At home," 
she said. 




