The original documents are located in Box 4, folder “3/9/75 - Kennedy Center
(cancelled)” of the Sheila Weidenfeld Files at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential
Library.

Copyright Notice

The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, United States Code) governs the making of
photocopies or other reproductions of copyrighted material. Gerald R. Ford donated to the United
States of America his copyrights in all of his unpublished writings in National Archives collections.
Works prepared by U.S. Government employees as part of their official duties are in the public
domain. The copyrights to materials written by other individuals or organizations are presumed to
remain with them. If you think any of the information displayed in the PDF is subject to a valid
copyright claim, please contact the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library.



Some items in this folder were not digitized because it contains copyrighted
materials. Please contact the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library for access to
these materials.



| S

P —

Cew B M¥orweos

THE WHITE HOUSE KEANETI¢ OO

WASHINGTON

January 30, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR: JAMES CAVANAUGH

FROM: SUSAN PORTER

Mrs. Ford will serve this year as Honorary Patroness of
the Fourth International Special Olympics Games to be held
August 7~11 in Michigan. These, as you know, are the olympics
for the mentally retarded children sponsored by the Joseph P.
Kennedy, Jr. Foundation. Mrs. Ford and the President have
also been invited to attend the special benefit evening being
planned March 9th at the Kennedy Center.

There will be two major parts to the evening. The first
is a live, hour-long television show over ABC with various
stars (Barbra Streisand, Omar Sharif, James Caan, Frank Gifford,
etc.) and several minutes of demonstrating the athletic

abilities of mentally retarded children, Dick Cavett is the
"™M.C."

The second part of the evening will consist of a Special
Olympic World Premier of Barbra Streisand's new film, "'Funny
Lady™. (This f£ilm, dincidentally, has been selected to be
shown to the Queen of England.)

Although Mrs. Ford has specifically stated her special
interest in the mentally retarded, particularly mentally
retarded children and has agreed to serve as Honcrary Patromess
of the Special Olympics, I wanted to solicite your views
about the President and Mrs. Ford's participation in this
evening.

Thank you so much.

c: Warren Rustand
Ronald Nessen
»Sheila Weidenfeld

Digitized from Box 4 of the Sheila Weidenfeld Files at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Januaxy 30, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR: RONALD NESSEN

FROM: SUSAN PORTER

Mrs. Ford has received the attached invitation for the

evening of Sunday, March 9th, to attend a benefit evening

at the Kennedy Center on behalf of the Special Olympics,

the domestic olympics sponsored by the Joseph P. Kennedy, Jr.
Foundation for mentally retarded children. Mrs. Ford has
publicly stated a special interest in mentally retarded
children and is Honorary Patroness of those Olympics which
will be held in August in Michigan. '

The plans for the evening are as follows:
7:15 Reception.

7:30 Hour-long, live television show over the ABC
network. Barbra Streisand, Omar Sharif,
James Caan, Frank Gifford, etc. will appear.
There will also be several minutes demonstrating
the athletic abilities of mentally retarded’
children who have participated in the Special
Olympics. Dick Cavett is the "™.C."

8:30-8:45 15 minute break.

8:45-11:00 The Special Olympics World Premier of Barbra
Streisand's new film, "Funny Lady" will be
shown.

11:15 Brief reception hosted by the Iranian Ambassador.

Mrs. Ford has indicated she and the President would bz

interested in attending the evening but before setting this
up firmly, Warren Rustand and 1 wanted to solicite your
thoughts about how best this could be handled.

c

Thank you.

Warren Rustand
James Cavanaugh
vSheila Weidenfeld
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TFie Yoseph °F, Kennedy, Y “Foundation
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1701 K STREET, NORTHWEST, SUITE 205
WASHINGTOM, . C. 20006 g E e

12025 331-1731 iy
January 16, 1975 i
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Mns. Gerald Ford 'Z s ( Yook £
The White House [éyééiég o —
Washington, D. C. r—

Dear Mrns. Fonrd:

I am deﬂ&ghted £o nead in the newspapens that you ane -
napidly Amproving in healith. VYour pictures make you Look s0
vibrant and full of enthusiasm and high hopes. ALL 04 us are
very Anspined by your high standard of courage and unselfishness
in caraying on the many responsibilities of a Firnst Lady a dOLng
50 many things well duning days which are obviously difficul

As you will necall, you very graciously aghreed £o serve
as Hononary Pathoness. . adwihawﬁpunzh Inftennafional Specsal O0Zympilcs
Games, scheduled fa take place August 7-11, on the campus of
Central Michigan Univernsity, in Mt. Pleasant. Buf 1 want gou F o)
know too that on March 9%th there will be a Special Oﬂqmp&ca Wontd
Premiere o4 Barnbra Streisand's new {ifm "Funry Lady' here 4in

Washington, at the Kennedy Cenfen. Barbira Streisand and the
starns of that motion picturne, plus a host of ofhen ceﬁeb&itieb‘
are coming to Washingion for the Wonld Premiene.

In addifion %o the movdie, we anre sftaging a_one-houn
T.V. Show oven the ABC netfwork. Baibra Sthedisand, Omar Sharif
James Caan, Frank GLfford, and other starns will appear on that
show. Best o4 all, Special 0Lympics and the mentally retarded
will get about 6 on 7 minutes on that T.V. Show fc demonstrate
the athletic abilities of mentally retarded children who have
pariicipated in Special OLympics, and, for uA "to telfl the wonkd"
about Special O0Lympics. Dick Caveir is the "M.C." fon. the show.
He will be interviewing some o4 our CQKQthmy gaaété He wifl fell
about Special O0Lympics, but most of all he will be the Ancher Man
jorn the entirne one-hour Special.

T would be very happy A4 you and the Presdident and any
othor _mombens o your pamily would be avle fo atiend £hat evening
and I _hope you will accept this Ceifern as =z wakm, perional invita-
tAon _don you, The Presddent, and forn your children. We will have
box seats reserved, of counse, forn you and your party.




tinsd. Goaald F
January 16, 1
Page Two

I know you have many requests for yourn Lime, but 1
hope fhat you are free that evening and that you and yourn family
will come. We plan fo have a Lot of fun and with all the movie
actorns and actresses, with the football stars and other famous
athletes, sportswrnitens and sporntscasterns, 1 am sure that we will
have a nelaxed and happy evening. VYour presence would, 04 course,
confen another gheat honor on Special OLympics and be an inspilraiian
to fhe hundreds of thousands of volunteerns wernking for the success
of Zhese games in every state of the Union.

Sénce&eﬂj,

/"(-/fl“l{( Jguaﬂc( ‘%\1‘/’%

Eundce Kennedg Shriven



Hovemoen 15, 1974

Jean s, Salvea,

fow much 1 appresiated your gracious Leilen
badngding 1o my aliention plans for the Fourih
Inteanational Speclal Ofympics spondoxed by the
Joseph P, Kennedy, Jr. Foundaiion and invitiag me
io senve as Hononztry Infawmational Chaimman. 1L
would be a special pleasure Lo have my name &isted
in this way reflecting my intornesl in this outstanding

pwject on behalf o4 cur mentally retanded citizena.

The development of athietic shills by our mentally
rztarded young peopfe and an ama.npanwg Apdnited,
jriendly competition can indeed {nspdre "a new kind
of jou.”? These speeial people nave much to coninibute
Lo oun Lives and our worid and LThedr orpvontuniiies
forn seif~expressdion and achivement are 2nhasced
and encowraged fhaough these Infeanational Special
Ofgmples Games.

With edmiration for okl who are actively lnvolved
in LThis jine ,wm and my waamest besl wishes
fon the success of Lthe 1975 Games,

Sincenely,

BBRITY FORD

Mas. Eundee Kennedy Shaiver

The Joseph P. Kenmedy, Jn. Foundation

1707 X 3oreex, Northweal ;

Suite 205 '
Wasadington, 0. C. 120006 . =P

B/sn

c: \/{F Hononany Afgiliations (Accepted)
Log
WH Copy to Jonn Ganilond for Sechefory Simon
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OGctober 24, 1974

Mrs. Gerald Ford
The White House
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mrs. Ford:

Next August the Fourth International Special
Olympics for the mentally retarded will take place
at Central Michigan University. The first two. such
Games were held in Chlcago and the third in Los
Angeles.

On behalf of the Kennedy Foundation which created .
these Games, but much more importantly, on behalf of
the 3,000 mentally retarded children who will journey
to your own great state of Michigan to participate in
them and the some 400,000 who will take part in preparatory
local, area, and state events, I _would like to invite you
to be our Honorary Internatlonal Chairman.

Because this program has been an extraordinary success,
not only in our country but in Canada and in France as well,
I am asking Madame Giscard d'Estaing and Madame Trudeau to
joln vou as Honorary Co-Chairmen of the 1975 International

Special Olympics Games. I can think of no greater tribute
to the courage and dignity of the mentally retarded than
to have you acknowledge their worth by accepting this role
in 1975.

I don't want to take up a lot of your time with a long
letter explaining all about the Special Olympics. Let me
say simply that they are a most joyous and significant event.
The details are set forth in the enclosed materials. I
would like to have a chance to talk with you on the phone
about this should ¥vou havp a moment

I look forward to hearing from vou.

Sincerely,

R Ead - I -
e - H e

. ] .
- - e N g ™

o .- o e g e .
: sl B T

Eunice Xeunnedy Shriver




Be: Maow 9, 975

Pebruary 5, 1975

NENMORANDUM FOR: WARREN RUSTARD

3

t and Mrs. Ford
tend the first part of
The contact

with jirs. Shriver
being planned omn belhalf of

ter wmy second discussion
light to go ahead
This is the hour-long

tion
LT
b 4
Pres
at
leedham have cadorsed thelr atteadance

1 Olympies.
live television show over ABC beginning at 7:30.

live part of the evening.

note that Ron Hessen, Sheila Weldenfeld
Advance Office should be:

planniang to ettend the premier of "Funny Lady
because of the long time commitment if they d
She thought that was fine and seened to be

pleased that they are plemaing to attend. Yoo

I told her the Presidesat and Myxs. Ford were no

W »

e )

Director of the Special Olympics
for the Kennedy Foundation

General Bob Noatague
331-1731

I have noted the rescheduling of the Eennerly

dinner to HMarch Bth.

Thank yoa.

: HRomald Hessen
Sheila Veidenfeld

Pamela Needham



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
THE JOSEPH P. KENNEDY, JR.v- FOUNDATION'S
INTERNATIONAL SPECIAL OLYMPICS BENEFIT
The Kennedy Center
SUNDAY - MARCH 9, 1975

Departure: 7:20 P. M,

Attire: Black Tie/Long Gowns

From: Terry O’Donnew

BACKGROUND

The Special Olympics, an International sports and recreation program for

the mentally retarded, is sponsored by the Joseph P. Kennedy, Jr. Foundation.
The 1975 International Special Olympic Games will be held August 7 - 11

at Central Michigan University, Previous international games were held at
Soldier Field in Chicago in 1968 and at UCLA in 1972, This year's Special
Olympics, which have been moved forward from 1976 so as not to conflict

with the regular Olympic Games, will involve over 3,000 young Special
Olympians - for a full program of ten different sports and many other activities.

With competitive divisions based on age and actual performance, Special
Olympics reaches out to all retarded youth regardless of the level of their
disability. With year-round programs of sports training and athletic compe-
tition in every state of the union and in many other countries, Special Olympics
provide activity in track and field, swimming, diving, gymnastics, basketball,
volleyball, floor hockey, ice skating, bowling, wheelchair events and games
specially adapted for the blind-retarded.

The Kennedy Center Benefit has two focal points: (1} The LIVE ABC
Television Special, "Funny Girl to Funny Lady' starring Barbra Streisand,
James Caan, Dick Cavett, Muhammad Ali, Frank Gifford, and two Special

" Olympics champions, with 15-minutes live interviews and a Multi-Media ,
segment from the Grand Foyer of the Kennedy Center, along with 15-minutes
pre-recorded material for television audience and 30-minutes live entertain-
ment program from the stage of the Eisenhower Theater. (2) The 9:00 P. M.
World Premier of Barbra Streisand's new movie, '""Funny Lady" in the
Eisenhower Theater. '




2.

The proceeds from this benefit and concurrent showings of "Funny Lady"
in Detroit, Miami, Kansas City, Seattle, and Allentown, Pennsylvania,
will be used to help stage the Special Olympics in August. Mrs. Ford
has accepted Mrs. Eunice Kennedy Shriver's invitation to serve as an
Honorary Co-Chairman of these games.

Your participation will involve attending the reception which will become
the setting for the initial 15-minutes live interview and talk segment of

the TV Special, attending the special Streisand performance, and following
that performance, viewing a special demonstration by the Olympians.

At the reception, you will have a brief exchange (15 to 30 seconds) with
Frank Gifford of ABC. You will leave before the 9:00 p. m. preview of
"Funny Lady."

Presidential Box Seating Diagram attached at TAB A,



SEQUENCE:

7:20 p.m.

7:25 p.m.

7:28 p.m.

7:30 p.m.

7:36 p.m.

7:40 p.m.

7:40 p.m.

You and Mrs. Ford board motorcade on South
Grounds and depart en route John F. Kennedy
Center for the Performing Arts.

Arrive Kennedy Center entrance (Parking Garage

Level B) where you will be met by Mr. Roger L.

Stevens, Chairman of the Board, John F. Kennedy Center
for the Performing Arts, and escorted to the Grand Foyer
of the Kennedy Center.

You and Mrs. Ford arrive at the Grand Foyer of
the Kennedy Center for informal reception, moving
slowly toward the Eisenhower Theater.

PRESS POOL COVERAGE
ATTENDANCE: 1100

The ABC Television Special "Funny Girl to
Funny Lady'" LIVE from the Kennedy Center
Grand Foyer begins.

LIVE NATIONWIDE TELEVISION

You and Mrs. Ford approach the Eisenhower Theater
steps and pause to greet 17 children involved in the
Special Olympics. While greeting the children, Frank

Gifford will solicit a comment (15 sec.) from you

concerning your commitment to the mentally retarded
and your support of the Special Olympics.

Live Television segment concludes.

You and Mrs. Ford depart Eisenhower Theater steps

en route Presidential Box anteroom where you will

be joined by your guests, Rose Kennedy, Robert Collier,
Jean Collier, Secretary Weinberger and Mrs. Jane
Weinberger.



3.

NOTE: The television special taped segment
will be available for viewing on a
monitor in the anteroom.

7:55 p.m. Presidential Box guests proceed to their seats.
7:58 p.m. You and Mrs. Ford proceed to your seats.
LIVE NATIONWIDE TELEVISION

Dick Cavett introduces Barbra Streisand for
Concert performance,.

Frank Gifford introduces Muhammad Ali and
Special Olympics Champions.

- Barbra Streisand closes show by singing '""People. "

LIVE NATIONWIDE TELEVISION
SEGMENT CONCLUDES.

Senator Kennedy thanks audience for attending
and announces intermission activities in Grand
Foyer. ‘

8:32 p.m. You and Mrs. Ford greet Barbra Streisand and James Caan
who will have just arrived in the Box Anteroom, thank
your guests and depart Presidential Box en route
Grand Foyer.

8:34 p.m. You and Mrs. Ford arrive Grand Foyer to view demon-
strations of calistenics, basketball, and tumbling
performed by the Special Olympics participants. Howard
Cossel will narrate.

OPTION: You may proceed from the Box directly
to the motorcade.

PRESS POOL COVERAGE



8‘:‘50 p. m.

8:55 p.m.

9:00 p.m.

4.

You and Mrs. Ford depart Grand Foyer en route
motorcade for boarding.

NOTE: Foyer guests will return to the Theater

at 8:55 p.m. for the movie premier.
Depart Kennedy Center en route South Grounds.

Arrive South Grounds.

###F##
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JOSEPH P. KENNEDY JR. FOUNDATION'S
- INTERNATIONAL SPECIAL OLYMPICS BENEFIT
’ Sunday, March 9, 1975

PRESIDENTIAL BOX

EISENHOWER THEATER -

Mrs. Jane

Weinberger

Secretary Mrs.
Weinberger Ford
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March 7,1975
4:30 pm

KENNEDY CENTER
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Mrs. Jean Mr. Robert

Collier Collier
The Mrs. Rose

President Kennedy
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Fords May Attend Movie Premier Sunday

3

Washington (UPI) -- President and Mrs. Ford are expected
to attend the world premier of Columbia Pictures "Funny Lady,"
starring Barbra Streisand at the Kennedy Center Sunday evening.
The musical is being sponsored for the benefit of the Kennedy
Foundation for the Mentally Retarded. Members of the Kennedy
family will be on hand for official activities preceeding the
film. Also involved in the ceremonies before the start of
the show are T.V. commentator, Dick Cavett, Muhammed Ali and
star, James Caan. The Fords were expected to sit in the
Presidential Box for the movie.

——

State Unaware of India's Desire for Arms

Washington (UPI) -- State Department spokesman, Robert
Anderson, said today that he had no knowledge of an Indian
government interest in the purchase of American arms. He
was commenting on news reports that India, following the termina-
tion of embargo of arms sales to Pakistan and India that Indian
military leaders are now interested in buying U.S. attack
fighters, transport aircraft and reconnaissance aircraft for
~its aircraft carrier, the 18,000-ton Vikrant.

"We have had no official requests or discussions with
regard to that story," Anderson said. "To my knowledge we
have had no indication from Indian officials at any level
of their interest in such military supplies.”

(See the News Digest that is part of this News Summary.)

President Vetoes Tariff Delay, Compromise Offered

President Ford Tuesday, as promised, vetoed the congres-
sional bill delaying his oil import tariff, and offered to
postpone for 60 days two increases in the tariff in a move to
accommodate Congress, all networks reported.

The President also postponed his plan to decontrol the
price of "old" oil, produced domestically, until May 1, one
month later than expected, NBC/CBS reported.
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Interview With Lebanese Editor: Bill Beutel interviewed
the editor of the Lebanese newspaper An Nahar, Ghassan Tueni,
who Beutel said is one of the most influential writers in the
Arab world. Tueni said Secretary of State Kissinger has a
difficult task before him in the Middle East. Tueni said
Kissinger must first arrange a further Sinai disengagement
and, more difficult, tie into that agreement the Syrians and
Palestinians.

"If there is no arrangement forthcoming which would
involve the Palestinians, I'm afraid Mr. Kissinger's mission
is in...serious danger," Tueni said.

"Tueni said while he beileves there is a chance for a
settlement with Egypt, it will be more difficult to f£ind an
arrangement involving the Palestinians -- and their participation
in Geneva. Tueni said the Arab position today is that they want
to go to Geneva, a "package deal," and that there will be no
peace in the Mideast without the participation of the Palestinians.

Other News Stories Reported:

-~ Cambodian Battle Situation
-- Common Market Nations Open Summit in Dublin

-- Time Magazine and N.Y. Times Reports of CIA-Mafia
Assassination Attemnpts

—-—= Former Sen. Sam Ervin Interviewed on Filibuster
Rules Changes

'v“v.g,,.:QS' x k % %

NBC's TODAY SHOW

President and Susan Ford at Kennedy Center: The President
and his daughter Susan attended a benefit show at the Kennedy
Center Sunday evening, John Cochran reported. The President
said he was pinch~hitting for his wife, Betty, who had remained
at the White House after suffering pain from a chronic arthritic
condition.

Because of wide-spread interest in Mrs. Ford's health,
the White House physician issued a statement over the weekend
detailing her arthritic condition and denying any recurrence
of cancer, Cochran reported. Her doctor also said her present
discomfort did not result from any side~effects from chemotherapy,
which she has not undergone since last fall.



19

Mrs. Ford will undergo anothér cancer check-up in May,
Cochran reported.

Harris and McGuire Interview: Freshman Reps. Herbert
Harris (D., Va.) and Andrew McGuire (D., N.J.) in a 9:25
minute interview, described the energy plan being offered
by freshmen Democrats in the House. They said the essential
difference between their plan and those of other House Democrats
and President Ford is that theirs focuses on a roll-back of oil
costs to the consumer, rather than what they called plans to
help the o0il industry and "rip off" the consumers.

McGuire said they proposed a series of conservation
measures similar to those in the House Democratic and the
President's plans, but tougher.

Other stories:

-- Secretary of State Kissinger goes to Ankara
-~ More fighting in Vietnam and Cambodia
—- Senate Finance Committee takes up tax bill

-~ Feature on unemployment among mill workers in
South Carolina

* k% k %
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“See?” said Dick Cavett from. the
stage of the Eisenhower Theater:dur-

ing a commercial break in “Fyunmnv
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Mazch 11, 1975

Dear Sarges

Congratulations on the huge success of the

Special Olympics Benefit. It was very well
done.

Mrs. Ford was very disappointed she was unable
to attend, but I'm glad the President and
Susan were able to be there.

I enjoyed meeting with Herb XKramer and
General Montague, and am especially delighted

to have had the opportunity to meet
Mrs, Shriver.

Congratulations again on the show.
Sincerely,

Sheila Rabb Weidenfeld
Press Secretary to Nrs. Ford

Mr. Sargent Shriver
Fried, Frank, Harris, Shriver,

and Kampelman

Suite 1000

600 Mew Hampshire Avenue, Northwest
Washiagton, D. €. 20037
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March 24, 1975

Dear Mrs., Shrivers:

Thanks for your letter of March 19th. As

I told Sarge, it was a pleasure to be
involved.

I hope we have a coatinuing opportunity
to work together.

Sincerely,

Sheila Rabb Weidenfeld
Press Secretary to Mrs. Ford

Mrs. Bunice Kennedy Shriver
Special Olympics, Inc.
1701 K Street, Northwest
Suite 203
wWashington, D. C. 20006



August 7-11, 1975
Centiral Michigan Universiry
M. Pleasant, Michigan 48859
M. leRoy Reynolds
Inrernarional Games Direcror

Honorary Co-chairpersons

Mrs. Geraid Ford

Mrs. Pierre Elliort Trudeau
Madame Valery Giscard dEsraing
Mrs. Joseph P. Kennedy

SPECIAL OLYMPICS. INC

Inrernational and Narional Headquarrers
1701 K 5r. N.W., suire 203, Washingron, D.C. 20006 (202) 331-1346

March 19, 1975

Ms, Shelia Weidenfeld
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Ms. Weidenfeld:

"It's going to be a great day'", Barbra Streisand
sang at the beginning of her T.V. Special. Thanks
to your help in making the premiere benefit such

a shining success, "It's going to be a great day"
for Special Olympians everywhere, and especially
for the hundreds of thousands whose parents heard
about Special Olympics for the first time on "Funny
Girl to Funny Lady".

No program anywhere is more blessed with generous and
devoted friends than Special Olympics., What you did
to make March 9th one of our greatest days ever was
an act of friendship we will long remember.

I know I speak for everyone associated with Special
Olympics when I say "Thanks'" for all your marvelous
help. I hope you will continue to give Special
Olympics your support and the mentally retarded your
love.

" Very sincerely,

‘-»-{-miz‘\hfc,e </ SAV‘;W\

Eunice Kennédy Shriver

SPECIAL OLYMPICS, INC.

Eunice Kennedy Shriver, President
Roberr M. Monrague, Brig. Gen. U.S.A. (Rer.), Executive Direcror
Thomas B. Songsrer, Phd. Direcror of Sports and Recrearion

Creared and sponsored by The Joseph P. Kennedy Jr. Foundation



Inrernarional and Norional Headquarters
1701 K 5r. NW., Suire 203, Washingron, D.C. 20006 (202) 331-1346

SPECIAL OLYMPICS, NG,
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Ms. Shila Weidenfeld
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, D.C. 20500





