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FACT SHEET 

flfrs. Ford's Office 

T , _ I_,_ 

Da tc IssuecP- I r 1 1 :J 

By P. Howard 
Revised 

Event Re __ c;;;__. ________________________________ _ 

Group Spouses of the Associatiion of American Colleges 
DATE/TIME Tuesday, January 14, 1975 2: 00 p. m. 

Phone2f;ff _; J60 

Children 

Contact Mike Farrell and Lois Young 

Number of guests: Total 200 Women x Men x ----- -----
Place tate Floor 
Principals involved Mrs. Ford 

. ..;;:..;.;..-----------------------------~ 
Participation by Principal yes (Receiving line) ye 8 

~---':...-------------' ---------------
R cm arks required no 

---------------------------~----
Background Mrs. Ford will receive each guest and after they are served refreshments 

Press: 

Technical 

Support: 

Projed 

they will be. given a special tour of the White House. 

REQlJIREMENTS 

Guest Mike Farrell 

Programs no Menus no 
~--- ------

Decorations/flowers yes 
--------------------~--------

1\1 us i c yes 

Social Aides yes 
-~---:::---:-:---------------------~~--

Dress Business Coat check ye 

Other 
-------------------------~~~~~~ 

Color yes Mono. -------

f\1 icrophones No 
----------·~-----~ 

PA Other Rooms - - ---------
Recording -----------------------------------____; 
Lights 

------=~--:-----:---~---..,.-----..---.-----~---Transportation Four buses (arrangements are being coordrnateei:ike YaYrell) 

South Grounds 

Other ___________________ (RisC'rs,stage,platforms) _______ _ 

Pat Howard Phone 2 92 7 

Site di:.igrams should be attached if technical support i'-' heavy. 

' 

Digitized from Box 4 of the Sheila Weidenfeld Files at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library



FORD: 

Event: 

Date/Time: 

Place: 

Number of 
Attendees: 

Principals: 

s.::hedule of 
:=:vents: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

Reception for the Wives of the Association of American 
Colleges 

Tuesday, January 14, 1975 2:00 p. m. 

State Floor 

135 ladies 

Mrs. Dorothy Spalding, wife of the Chairman of the Board 
of the Association of American Colleges 

Mrs. Eleanor Ness, wife of the President of the Association 
of American Colleges 

2: 00 p. m. 

2:30p.m. 

2:45 p. m. 

NOTES: 

' 

Your guests will arrive through the 
Diplomatic Reception Room and will be 
escorted to the State Floor. 

Nancy Lammerding will escort you to a 
position in front of the window in the Blue 
Room where you will receive your guests. 
Mrs. Spalding and Mrs. Ness will be 
first through the receiving line. 

Your guests will proceed into the State 
Dining Room where refreshments will 
be served. 

After the receiving line concludes, you may 
wish to join yout" guests for refreshments 
and mingle informally with them in the 
State Dining Romn or you may wish to 
return to the Family Quarters. 

Following refreshments, your guests will 
be escorted on a tour of the \.Vhite House. 

There will be press coverage. 

A White House rhotographer will be present. 



-2- Reception for the: V/ives of the 
Association of r2.ca.rc College:o 

A string ensemble will be positioned in the Gr2.:-;.d 

Hall. 

Military Social Aides will be present. 

BACKGROC~D L'\FORMATION 

The Association of American Colleges is in Washington, D. C. for its 
6lst Annual Meeting which began on January 12, 1975 and concludes on 
January 14, 1975. 

The Association of American Colleges is the national organization of 
undergraduate colleges of liberal arts and sciences. Its spokemen represent 
the views of some 800 members on national policy affecting undergraduate 
education. AAC Commissions seek to stimulate and communicate ideas '.vhich 
promise to improve the quality of undergraduate education. 

Pat Howard 
January 13, 1975 

' 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

EVENT: Rec - Spouses of the Association of American Colleges 

Date /Time: January 14, 1975 (2:00) No. of Guests: 200 

Parking: North Grounds 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Unifo Service Dress 

In-Place Time for Aides: 1:00 p. m. (Library) 
~~~~~~~'--~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

In-Place Time for OIC: 12:45 p. m. (Social Office) 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Duty Aide: LtCol A A. Sardo USMC 

First Family Participation: Mrs. Ford 
~~~~~~~~~--~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

The following Social Aides will attend: 

>.'< Lt Marsha A. Johnson, USN 
Capt Carl E. Linke, USA 
lstLt Jennifer J. Dale, USA 
2dLt Thomas Morgan, USAF 
Capt Dolores K. Lyons, USMC 
lstLt George W. Flinn, USMC 

>:<Officer in Charge 

Music: USA String Ensemble in the Lobby (1:30) (East Gate) 

Remarks: 

DISTRIBUTION: 

IvlGen Lawson 
LtCol Sardo 
LCDR Todd 
LtCol Blake 
2\/12.jO r Barrett 

' 

{Jv..jyJY" ~ ~ . 
T. S~TODD 

Lie ant Comma.nder, U. S. Navy 
Naval Aide to the President 

J:vlr s. L::..mrrter 
Mrs. vVeid~nfe ld 
Secret Service 
Vi,; it or 1 s 0 ffi c e 

Band 

Usher!s Office 

White House Ge.rage 
V/hite House Staff :vfess 
\(r. O'Donnell 
White f-io,:se Police ( 



For immediate release 
Tuesday, Jan. 14. 1975 

THE WHITE HOUSE 
Office of the Press Secretary to Mrs. Ford 

Mrs. Ford will receive the wives of members of the 
Association of American Colleges this afternoon at 2 p. m. 
She will greet them in the Blue Room of the White House. 

The Association is in Washington, D. C. Jan. 12-14 for 
its annual meeting. 

The Association of American Colleges is a: national organization 
of undergraduate colleges of liberal arts and sciences. 

# # # # 

' 
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l 

reetings f 
· ~y·P.A .. ~OHMAN 

Betty Ford sends you her regards and ~ wiShes. 
At a White HouS'e recepti0n and.tea last week I ~ook 

hands with.the First 'Lady :of .tb.e .... l~d and in~uced 
myself. . . 

As I mentioned;Michigan State "OniVerslty and East 
Lansing, a twinkle of neighborlin•came into her eyes. 

: "May.1_·te11 the peopie;of ·Micbi&an that you are 
.happy to be in the"Wbite House?~· lasted. 

"Yoµcer~y niay! And~ye ~~.aµ my very best 
wishes," she answered. • 

I attend~ a similar function a('~ White House 
three years ago, When Pat·NixOn wu•ta hostess. It was 
in January of im, just tnontbs· before the horror of 
Watergate broke loOse, but MN: N°lXOn1& -.-demeanor 
betrayed no· biot of What was to eo01e •. 

Filling what is probably the moat difficult unpaid job 
in the country, Mrs. Nlion was at all moments 
"correct,".ln the old Emily Post me8nlng of the word. 

Mrs. Ford was equally correct ~t week, but the 
whole reception was somehow more friendly. 1bere is no 
other way to describe the new aura niy friends and I felt. 

For one tbina, the orchestra WC?re.servtce uniforms 
rather than the ·red "Student Prince,. costumes of the 
N"ixon era. : ~ · · 

Three )'eara ago Mrs. ·"Nixon:. greeted us and had 
refreshments served in the huge East Room. Directly 
after the last han(l was shaken, she spoke a few words t9 
Washington reporters and .then disappeared into an 
elevator to her private ~~s. 

· In ec>ntrast. Mrs. Ford greeted us .in the intimate 
Blue &Om. The tea table, centered with~ springtime 
bouquet of yellow and white flQ.~a • . wQ in the state 
diiling room. , · · , 

After all had been greeted, Mrs; Ford took a cup of 
tea 41nd a cookie (there were eigb,t..ldndl •. all yummy>; 
and mlngled with her guests,.:ffpPin& and talking for 
about 20 minutes. . • · · . · 

I lingered on the sidelines. (discreetly, I hoped), as, 
she talked. to the guests, as If to old friends. · ' 

Toone ofpiyfriends, who comes from:Vei,nont, she 
~ttimel\ted on the beauty of O!at state and. 8-id ho~. 
much she enjor,e4' 'viaiting there. , • • . 
• To another~woman, wbo spoke of Mn. Ford's recent 

SUl'.gery, she gave a warm smile .and a grateful; "Thank 
you; people have ·t>een so kind." · · 

Tbe receptiotl ·~ the day after her post-operative 
• ~k7'JP at Bethesda NevatHospttal, but Mrs'. Ford 

showed no sign of· fatigue or sb,-.1dn. • . 
· She wore ~ ~iece ~tfit of ~e beiQ heathery 

fabric, with a turquoise print scarve at her neck. The 
long-sleeved blousy top made the most of a diminutive 
waistline. 

"Do you call her hair auburn?" I asked her press 
secretary, Sheila Rabb Weidenfeld. 

"I would have said brown, but IOoking at it now it 
does seem to have a reddish look," she agreed. 

Several of Mrs. Ford's aides circulated among the 
gue5ts. All w.ere solicitous over my injured arm, which I 
bad draped in a scarf rather than my usual antiseptlc· 
looklng sling. 
· "My doctor said it would do me good to come, and 

I've got to admit it beats physical therapy at Sparrow 
. Hospital," I told them. 

One guest asked an aide, "Do you all have to be 
young and beautiful to work here?" · 

The aide laughed and blushed in denial, but the fact 
was that they were all cheerful,' attractive and friendly. 

Ms. Weiderifeld, who formerly worked for NBC, is a 
petite brunette with sparkling eyes and a charmingly 

.. animated face. 
"How did you ever get a job like this?" I asked with 

obvious envy. 
"I stiµ can't believe it," she said. 
"We had met once and someone recommended me. 

Mrs. Ford invited me to come and talk with her and after 
about two ho~s we both kne.w it was going to work." · 

Bolstering all my courage, plus a certain amount of 
rudeness, I boldly asked her the question that bad been 
nagging.me since my arrival. 

"Have you .been allowed to come to know the real 

. 
• t ·FamJly 

Betty ford, or do you see only the public side ofber?1' I 
asked. 

"Oh yes, she's wonderf\Jl. She really does let us 
know her.. H she didn't, I'd be back at NBC," she said . 

I stood nearby as members of tlie Washington press 
(including Helen Thomas, whom Martha Mitchell used 
to call on her infamous bathroom phone), asked their 
questions, mostly about her health. 

It was the day after President Ford's tax speech and 
the day before he told the nation, "The state of the union 
is not good." But if these matters came up, I didn't hear 
her responses. · 

Whatever problems lay ahead, Mr. Ford is a for­
tunate man. He seems to have a wife who's iiice tO come 
home to. . 

When I came home later that night, my children · 
greeted me as a celebrity. A CBS camera had caught me 
(probably eavesdropping), and they saw their mother on 
the Walter Cronkite show. . 

"They got your best side, Mom," they chortled, 
"your back side!" 

. . 

Forum~ focus on co-ops 
, . 

' · Local ~ and MSU's Justin Morrill ~Uege are 
sponsoriDg the second ip a series o( CGDPnunit)l. Forums 
aimed , at · bringing area residents into the co-op 
movemertt. , 

International co-oporgan&.ers David Friedrichs and 
. Maraar.et Lamb will speak at Nexus Co-operative 
• Houte, 431. Abbott act., .,East Lam\n8-, a '1 p.m .. . Thur­

sday, Jan. 23. Friedrichs and Lamb will talk about their • 
work with the North American Student Co-operative 
Organization, _which links campus co-ops throughout the 
U.S. and Canada. 

Sponsoring the C01Dmunity forums are the MSU 
Student Housing Co-ops, Wolf Moon Food Co-op's. 
education program, the Tenanta Resouree Center, and . . 

Justin Morrin College course 259-A, which deals this 
term with CCH>ps and c;cnnmunity orpniring. 

' More forums are planned. Alisoii -Chambers, 
treasurer of the Madison, Wis., Community OH»p, will 
speak at 7 p.m .. 1bursday, Jan. 30, at Elsworth co­
operati~ House,. 711. W. Gi'and Rjver. East ••nslng. 

Al~ ·Marble-, -who helped found the Mlchi&an 
Credit Union League, coriaidered one of the m0st 
progressive in the country; will be here Feb. JJ, and on 
Feb. m Thomas Phillipson, secretary of the Lakeside 
Community Council in Milwaukee, will talk about bis 
efforts to deve!op city. gardens and food co-ops. 

All fo~ are~~ to 'the public. 
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