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FACT FET 
·Mrs. Ford's Office 

Greet 1974 National Muscular Poster Child 

Group Muscular Dvstroohy Associations of America, Inc. 
DATE/T1~1E Thursday, November 21, 1974 11:00 a.m. 

Contact Mr. John Sellman Phone 29E-1672 
Number of guests: Total -· ___ 7 ____ Women ______ Men _____ _ Children l -----
Place Map Room 

Principals involved Mrs. 
~--------------------~---------------

Part i c i patio n hy Principal Greet & Photo (Receiving I 

Remarks required ____ N_To-----~--------------------------
B:ickground The national campaign on behalf the Muscular Dystrcohy 

Social: 

Pres;;: 

Technical 

Support: 

Proj.:ct 

Association is held in November & December; the DC area 
kick-off is Nov. 24th. Mrs. Ford is national Honorary 

Chairman & will greeREQfiitRn~~~al poster child. 

Guest list Mr. Sellman to S. Porter 
-----------------------------~---

} nvitations Programs ---------------- -----
Refreshments Juice for • old, 

-~---_;;;;__;_;;...._ _ _,_;;~~;;::;_c..._::__;;'--'-__;;.__;;_;:;.:_.,__ __________ ~,..=.___,.. ___ ~ 

En 
D~corations/ flowers Yes, norma Map Room 

----------------------------~ 
M 
Soci:tl J\ idc<: 

-------------------------------~ 
Dress 

-------------~-------------
Coat chcc';: Yes. 

for W.H. tour afterwards. Other Tour of 

Color ------ Mono. -------\l.'hitc Hon~c Pliotorrnrhcrs __ Yes 

No PA Other Rooms 
~---~---No 

Lig'hts 

Transport:1tion C<)r. ---------------------------------NOTE: Enter via S.W. Gate 
South Drive 

------------------ P-iscrs.stage,plat fonm) _________ _ 

Susan Porter1:1 Pho,1e x2850 -------
Site diagr::ims should be 2t1:tc!led if technical support is hcavv. 

Digitized from Box 2 of the Sheila Weidenfeld Files at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library



For immediate release 
Tuesday, Nov. 19, 1974 

THE WHITE HOUSE 
Office of the Press Secretary to Mrs. Ford 

Mrs. Ford 1 s official calendar 
for the week of Nov. 18, 1974 

>:<revised Tuesday, Nov. 19, 12noon 

Wednesday, Nov. 20, 1974 10:40 a. m. 

Mrs. Ford will drop by an economic briefing in the Executive Office Building 
for representatives of national women's organizations. She will speak briefly. 
About 200 women have been invited to the meeting to discuss the role of 
women in the current economic situation. Among speakers addressing the group 
are Presidential Counsellor' Anne Armstrong; Office of ~~_E:agement and Budget 
Director Roy Ash; Treasury Secretary Bill Simon; William Seidman, Assistant 
to the President for Economic Affairs; and Russell Freeburg, White House 
Coordinator to the Citizens Action Committee to Fight Inflation. The meeting 
will last from 9 a. m. to ll a. m. and will be held in room 450, OEOB. 

1 

Note: Press interested in attending any portion of the meeting must notify 
Mrs. Ford's press office today for clearance. (Tuesday). 

Thursday, Nov. 21, 1974 11 a. m .. 
Mrs. Ford will greet and pose for photos brierly with the 1974 Muscular 
Dis trophy i Poster Child in the White House Map Room. This year's poster 
child is 8-year-old Michael Shane Newsome, the son of Mr. and Mrs. Gobel 
Newsome of Campbellsville, Ky., near Louisville, Ky. Press pickup will 
be at 10:45 a. m. in the Press Lobby. Hand held reels only. 

Frid av. Nov. 22 12:50 p. m. 
Mrs. Ford will speak briefly at a Fundraising Kickoff Luncheon for· the 
National Association of Mental Health. The luncheon, at the Shoreham 
Hotel's Palladian Room, is part of the Association's national meeting being 
held Nov. 20-23.' Mrs. Ford will serve as Honorary Chairperson of the 
National Association for Mental Health in 1975. 
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FORD 

EVENT: 

DATE: 

TINE: 

PLACE: 

SEQUENCE: 

11:00 a.m. 

11:20 a.m. 

NOTE: 

THE WHiTE HOUSE 

Greet 1974 Muscular Dystrophy Association of 
America National Poster Child 

Thursday, November 21, 1974 

11:00 a.m. 

:t-"...ap Room 

When your 6 guests have assembled in the Hap Roo~, 
Susan Porter will give you a call and escort you 
into the Map Room to greet your guests: 

-Nichael Newsome 
Poster Child, age 7 

-Mrs. Judy Newsome 
Nike's mother, Campbellsville, Kentucky 

-Mr. and Mrs. Henrv Watts 
President, :Muscular Dystrophy Association of America 

-Yrr. John Sellman 
Regional Director, MDAA 

-Mr. Ron Schenkenberger 
National Director of Community Services, MDA...\ 

At the conclusion of the photo session, the press will 
leave giving you an opportunity to have a cup of 
tea/coffee with your guests. 

In order to designate the tine for your leaving, at 
11:20 Susan Porter will enter with "Betty Ford" pens 
for you to give to each person as, you leave as a 
memento of their visit with you. 

Return to family quarters. Your guests will be given 
a special tour of the ·white House. 

-Open press coverage and White House photographer 
-Refreshments will be served 



BACKGROUND: The Muscular Dystrophy Association of" America was 
fir s t founded because a small group of parents whose 
youngsters had dystrophy refused to accept "medical 
fatalism" with the conviction that there is no incurable 
disease, only diseases for which a cure had not been 
yet found. 

The MDAA is a voluntary National Health agency with an 
all-out effort to conquer neuromuscular diseases 
affecting thousands of American men, women, and 
children. There is no single disease called muscular 
dystrophy, but a whole group of muscle-destroying 
dystropies which vary in hereditary pattern, age 
of onset, initial muscles attacked, and rate of 
progression. 

Led by National Chairman Jerry Lewis, who has held 
that position for 24 years, MDAA is now the fastest
growing of the 12 largest national voluntary health 
agencies and ranks 3rd (behind only the American Cancer 
Society and the American Heart Association) in dollars 
expended for research. 

MDAA depends almost entirely on public contributions, 
and is one of the 18 national voluntary health agencies 
accredited by the National Health Council. It is also 
one of the 13 national health agencies approved by th~ 
U.S. Civil Service Commission to participate in the 
government's Combined Federal Campaign. 

The MDAA national solicitation for funds are held 
throughout November and December. The special kick
off for the local Washington area campaign will be 
Sunday, November 24th. 

You are Honorary Chairman of the Muscular Dystrophy 
Association of America. 

s \an porter 
Ndt~mber 19, 1974 



DORN: 
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BP.OTHERS! 
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RE: POSTER.CHILD, Mike 

FACT SHEET 

.ffiAA • s NATIONAL POSTFR CHJ!.Q 

?riI CH.~EL .SHANF. NS'iSGME 

October 1, 1956 (S years old) 

Judy H~some 

ro,h ... i 5 , .. ~1 i ... . 1. ..... h .z: .;: , r. • ~ \I !-', HlP~ \!.H1" .Ct.ea uy liiJC, erme 10'l"m :}1 ~i.i5;;U:ilf' ~j'SL?'Up •• y; 
wheelchajr-bOund~ he has never wn1ksd). · 

!)J'"'l ..... ..; .;.. -r, ~- .... '?-E--'!~~~l'"- ;.!°'\ •• .: .... ·1~ ,...,,, 1 ni;(a WilS u12qmJS~!.I ~'- \l• ,f! IJ:H:: lie. 11!.ir~ -"' __ ,._,_,,_._::.!_1:1::! ':.."·-l.... .. _) 

~l1ni~ ?.~ h::;'!itJq tf;::= Dt.;:::f:~t:ne f=:~rm 0f ITT.iStul~r 4 ·~t:'1ophy ... 
lhis l:yp:- i.:rrdy~tro:;;ny _is tha most severe- i1ild tne rnos·t P,.C ... 
valent of the dystrophi~s~ appearing usually in the very early 
years of life. S_ymptoms such as a waddHnq gait .. an -inabilit_y 
to rise from the floor~ and difficulty in cl1mbi~g sta1~ 
tmHc~te the progre~siYe weakeninq o{ th~ child's' major muscle. 
~rroups.. 

Mike presently gets around well on his ·0'1'!n w1 thout the use Qf 
t a wheelchair or· braces. . . . 

Afte~ havinq lived il11 their live~ tn Lou1sv111e~ the 
Newscrnes moved 1n Auqust 1974 to a fann en Star Rout~~ 
Cam bf;!11svi le K;. ~90 minutes from Louisvill~. The~ 
felt that country air (ind farm life would be .e~ltrful 
and fun for the ehildre~. 

M1ke is ln Patricia Th0Ji.~s 1 third-Qr~d~ class 1n the 
nearby Buffalo~ Ky .. Eienentary School.. One of the 
school's major assets is tha fact that it is built all 
en one level, ~ith no stai-rs~ Mike i!) POpular wit'1 Ms 
classmates. and eniovs a11 his schol~stic $ubjects. 
Dr11wing is bts fay_ori..te activity_ -



fA.~IlY 
ACTIVITIES::: 

11/74 

2-

f.--O::e} ?!~~:;-cf:"E ~~ ~ mat.hi :ii $t ~nd ;! ;r:i::;7;cer iJr i:.~~ Ln: -:2·: 
Steelworkers cf A.-nerir,a Loca 1 M28. Judy N~o~~ fo·l'"!.,.,..: ~1y 
a me!r.-ber oi '!--1e Tobacco :Works Int~rnat-i.onal Ur.ion Local 
185, had U1 1 e-~ye hork to c~~ for her fa.~i ly and the!r 
.n~ f~rm~ She 15 no~ ct ful 1at~~.e hous~ife. 

Mi~eis favo~ite outing ~as al ways a t~1p to the zoo, but 
now that heis living on a farm~ he has ani~~1~ of hi s c~n. 
The family has flocks of chicxens, a b~l l~ and .a new mutt 
natrV!d Snoopy. H1k~ also maintain$ a 9tant tank of anq2l
fhh .. 

M1ke, who loves to draw, has been known to decor~te the 
walls of his house w1tn or1~1nal an1ma1 picturss. Becaus~ 

. he wanted his own art 9ail~ry, he clso glued 2ictur~s of 
!Hfootball stars on an .entire wall. Mn. He'lrsume, Mwever7 
"'f.a$ put he~ foot down ag~inst fyrth~r unsupervised decorat-
1ng efforts .. 

Mike has made s~v~rai tr1ps. tu nBn~ ~~rt~ vf.t~e CD~~ -~ 3 
s nee oe1ng na ~ - N~t1ona1 ~ost2r ~n1Jd. He espec1a1iy 

: enjcyoo hi~ fir!t- trip to fiew Yori< City, where he fell° in 
'1 !'V.IS ....,ii''- ;\ ~l';'J'>f!!!I nJ!io'..Sd ~,..,,...~{ .. ~•·-i""n .:5 h::an,.,..,.. ,.._;,I- T~ ... ~ jy,.""J ;?".~u ui. ia.~e.,,_ liw..;1~ wH;;..i.:'\.:i~ M;,ct t!;~ ~ :i"' ~\;.!:I l..'-'iJ :in: 

t i..,..... •• nh ,._..,,_.;..:>.. "- ~:.. .,_ ';:!-i ....,.,c •.,. .... • • · ~ ~·-' ; · 
••• vl.f~·· \.e~h4.i-,. ' ;4, r"1o• ~t, j ·;·~· .:> ~e!!;:iuar:!ml. :11!(.:! t!t!C:!!r.:@ 

~nafflt.:lted uf Sa1ty th~ SEai and F1ippe~~ as wt?i1 a~ th~ 
killer ~hales. 



For • i. "'" , 1n-1mea1ace reJ..ease 
Thursday, Nov. 21, 1974 

THE WHITE HOUSE 
Office of the Press retary to Mrs. Ford 

Mrs. Ford will greet and pose for photos briefly with the 
1974 Muscular Distrophy Poster Child this morning at 11 a. m. 
in the White House Map Room. Mrs. Ford is national honorary 
chairman for the Muscular Distrophy Association of America. 

The 1974 Poster Child is 8-year-old Michael Shane Newsome 
of Campbellsville, near Louisville, Ky. He is the son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Gobel Newsome. 

Accompanying Michael Newsome will be his mother; Mr. and 
J:.vfrs. Henry Watts (he is president of the Muscular Distrophy 
Association of America - MDAA); John Sellman, regional director 
for MDAA; and Ron Schenkenberger, national director of 
community services, MDAA . 

.u. 
tr # # 
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MUSCULAR DYSTROPHY ASSOCIATIONS OF AMF.RICA.. me . 
810 SEVENTH AVENUE. NEH YORK, N.Y. 10019 

f'"CT SHfET 

f'!)AA'~ NATIONAL POSTfR CHILD . ...... ~ 

MICHAEL SHANE NEWSOME 

October l, 1966 (8 years old) 

r.-obe 1 Newsome 

Judy Newsome 

f;obel .Jr., 6 

Philip; 5 {afflicted by Ouchenne form ef ~~5cu1ar dyst~phy; 
wheelchair-bound. he has never walked)". 

Mike was diaqnosed at aC)e one at MDAA's \,nuisviHe (Ky.} 
c11n1c as hav1ng the Ouch~nne form of mu~euhr 4yst-l·ophy .. 
This type of dystrophy is the most severe ~r.d the most pre
valent of the dystroph1as, appearing usually in the very early 
years of 11fe. S,vmptmtis· such as a waddHnq ga.1t11 an 1nabi11ty 
to rise from the floor; and d1ffkulty in clfmb1ng sta1rs 
fndtcate the progressive wenkenin9 of the child's major muscle 
9roups. 

Mike presently gets around well on his own '6thout the use of 
a wheelcbltir or braces. ~ 

After·Jliiving lived ~11 their lives tn lou1sv111e~ the 
Newsomes moved 1n August 1974 to a fann on st~r Route. 
Campbellsvillei Ky., 90 minutes from Louisville. Th~y 
felt that country air and farm life would be healthful 
and fu~ for the ch1ldren. 

H1ka. i.s 1n Patricia Thomas' third-grAde class 1ri ttle 
nearby Buffaloir Ky .. t:lenentary SchooL One of the 
school's.major assets is the fact that 1t is built all 
on one level, with no stairs. Mike is popular with his 
classr.\ates, and enjoys all hB scholilstic subject~. 
Drawiug is hl:s. favor-tte activity. 

... 



PP.RENTS~ • 
i''trpnaTIOffS· ~' ·.,, ·-v~M • 

FAMILV 
ACTIVITIES: 

tl/74 
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tklbe 1 M:e~~ is a mac hi n 1st llr.d a member of the United 
Steelworkers of America Local 6328. Judy Newsome-, for.Jlel"'lY 
a member of the Tobacco Works Int~rnattonal Union local 
185; had to leave work to care for her family and their 
r.ew farm, She·1s now 4 full-time housewife. 

Mike's favorite outing was always a trip to the 100, but 
now that he's living on a farm, h~ has animals of his own. 
The family has flocks of chickens,. a bull, and a new mutt 
nanv!d Snoapy. Hfke also maintains A giant tank of angel
fish. 

Mike, who loves to draw2 has been known to decorate the 
walls of h1s house w1th or1g1nal nntmal pictures. Because 
he wanted h1s own art ~allery •. he also glued pictures of 
football stars on an entire wall. Mn~ Newsome, however, 
has put her foot down against furt~er unsupervised decorat
ing efforts. 

Mik~ has made several trips. tu mar!,)' .Qa:rU of. the eouni11. 
!fnce being named National Poster Child. H@ especially 

· enjoyed hb first· trfp to 'few York City, where he fell in 
love w1th a ho~e named Smokie during a hansan cab rtde 
through Central Pa~K. At M1l1Glt'$ Sehquart!im. nike became 
ena.~red of Salty the Seal and F11pper~ as well as th@ 
killer whales. 

S1nce becoming H4t1onal Poster. Cht1tl, Hike has twice 
appeared on the Labor Day Telethon A9~inst Muscul~r 
Dystrophy in Las Vegas with his good fr-iend Jerry lewis& 
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1974 FACT SHEET 
. --

WHAT !.S ~AA? 

ttss~u ar Dystrophy ·Asso~iations of Am@rie~ i~ A volunt~ry national health agency -
a d~'cated partnel"1h1p betwe~ scientists and conc~rnl!d ~fti~en5 who have jo1ned 
togeth~r in an all-out effort to conquer n@urmuscultr diseases affectfog hundreds; 
of thousands of Aml!rican men, w~n and childr~Jl. led by National Chairman Jerry 
l.ewis) who ha$ held th~t-· posit1on for 24 year$, HDAA is now the fastest-growing 
of the 12 la-:gest national voluntary heiltb agencie$, and ranks th1rd (behtnd or.ly 
the A~rican cancer Soc1ety ·and the American Heart A$soc1ation) in dollal'5 expended 
for research.~ 

HOW DIO MOAA GET STARTED? 
.. 

As latf? as 1950 .. very 11 ttle was being done to c:cd>&t neur"OGil.lstullilr disease. In 
~ .. at ;eii", hwe-.. -er • MDAA was four.dtd by a small group of parents whose youngsters 
had dystrophy and who refused to accept "lr.i!dical fatalism,• With th~ conviction 
that theTe is no •1ncurab1e~ dheMe, but only diseases for which a cure has not 
yet been fQund? these parent~ spurred scientific Investigation in this almost 
\ltholly negl~eud f1~1d. S1nc2 then. throvsn yean uf steady wawt.n. nOtl~ naa mllde 
subst~ntial progress toward determining th~ cause of ii""~culor dystrupt.y and re1~ted 
disorder'$ • thl!" vi ta 1- prerequ'i 51 te to contra l or .;ure, 

WHAt DISEASE'S JS fll>AA STRlVlHG TO DEfEAT? - · -.,- ~. ·-· .. 
*The Muscular DVStraeh1es -- there 1S no Single 4lSftiS~ C~11ed IDUiCUlar dystrophy. 
but i! whole group of muscle-destroying dystrophies which vary in f'.ered1tary 
pattern, age of onset. 1n1t1"a1 mustle~ attacked. and ra~ of progression .. 

~o~itis -· another wide range of disorders -- character:ized by 1nf1Wi"ltMtfon of 
sk•letal-11Uscle. 

*Th~ Mv5~~l!r Atr~~hi~~ -- ~ fu~t~r group of disea~es involving degene~at1on of 
the motor nerve c11ls fn the $p1~• cord. (Amyotrophic Lateral ~lerosis (ALS). 
one of the rrJJscular atrophies. caused the death$ of baseball gre•t Lou Gf!hr19. 
former Vice Pre5ident Henry Waii4ce. and colUl!Wlt~t Hal Boyle. Notable .among those 
cu~rently aff11cted is fof111er heavy.;efght boxing ehail1)ian Ezzard Charles.) 

WHAT DOES HDAA 00? 

Ji()AA works to combat neuromuscular disea3e through basic and appl1@d ~d1c~1/ 
scientific 1nvestiqat1on~ programs of J>iitlent !ervice$ and clinical care. and 
widespr~ad profe$Sional and publ1c education. Thanks to the Jerry Lewis ~abOr 
Day Telethon. the n~tionwide door-to-door March Against Dystrophy, sumnertime 
Carnivals Again$t Dystrophy. and many other projects involving various s@etors 
of the eomnun1ty. MD.AA ha$ been enabl~ to org.a"iza ar.d to maintain: 

(non!) 
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••• • A WORLDWIDE RESEARCH PROOAA.'i. with approximat~lv 275 f;rants and fallowsMps 
awarded atmua11.y to ptws1e1ans and sc1ent1sts in hospitals and universitit!fi 
1n the U.S. ~nd l foreiqn c;ountriss. In fhcal 1975:t MOAA nils allocated 
over $5.S-m11 lion for research.. _ ~----
over I 

- Last f'~n:-~ he!Jan acce1eratinQ tts research effort through funding a 
~e~iP.~ of n@Uromuscular disease research centers -- at the University of. 
California at Los Angeles; at the Universi~v of London'! Hanmersm1th 
Hospital; and at the Vandarb11t Univers1t._v School of Hedjcint at..Na$hville. 
Tenn. On Apr11 17. 1974. MOAA's Board of D1r1Ctors vo1'<1 over ~l~l..;million 

· fi~st-yea~ establishing grants to fund additional r&search centel"$ at the 
Mayo Clinic. Roch@st@r. Hinn.; the Universit1 of Pennsv1va~1a School of 
Medicine. Philadelphia; 4nd Colunbia Universt~•s College of Physicians 
& Surgeons*' New York • 

• 2 •• ~A ~ATIOMWIDE PROGRAM OF PATIENT ANO CC~MITY SERVICES to ass15t patients 
and the1r fa."n111@s in maatinq th@ probl:irn~ 1mposed hy chrcnfc~ pro~rressive 
disease. while ffllAA-s.oonsored resellrch seeks a cure. ·rwo-hundrnd• .forty· 
C?ijlt MDA.~ chapters -- located throughout tt:-e sn state$, the Di5trict of 
Columbi~, Puerto Rito~ and Gu~~ ~ provide d1rect $~rvf ces to patients\ 

-.- fncludimi. orthooedie appliances; educationa1-recreat1ona1 A~tiv1ties. and 
Phvs1cal th@raRV where· prescrih@d. as well as transp0rtation aid~ All 

· · these services are free; no ~ns test is reauired .. . . 
.... ,A NfTYORK OF FREE- CLINICS curl'ently n1,.tf!?berir;g 145· - - a i9i. fnci"e!~e ~1t~ce 

197J -- to crovtde free diaqnost1c $etv1ce~ ~nd th@raveutie an<l r@habi11-
tat1ve fo110w-up c~re. Social service counselinq -is ~lso avail~ble. ·and 
most MOAA ~1inic$ off~r th~ CPK $ervm ~ni.Yme test to detect urBffected 
fa<r.ale c~rt1ers of Uucnenn~ oyitrupny • 

.. • ~A. SUMMER CAMPING PROOAAM for patients of all a11es, with activities geared 
to the handicaps imposed by neu.NXtJ.Jsc:ular dis~se. HOAA has expanded U! 
S1Jll1J'ler Camp Proqram to 1>rov1de 59 sessions at cam;>s tn 33 states. All 
MDAA c~mps are supervised by DhY~1ei~ns and nurs~s who cofttribute their 
services. Each camper 3l~o has hfs own volunteer counselor. usually a 
hiqh sthool or college student. Counselors are often active year-round 
mAnhers of MOAA's·Youth-Agalnst Dy$trop~y. · · 

•••• PROFESSIO~.AL EnuCA110N-PROA~MS. for increasfnQ aw~ren~ss ~mong physicians. 
nursrst and therapists of neuranuscular disease • 

• • _.PUBLIC HEAL TH EOUCAiION PROORAMS, 1m~lvdin9 publ1~at1on and nat1onw1de 
distrihution of a bi-monthly n@W!paper and informational brochurest an4 
prodm:tion of documentary films and a crxnp1ete schedul~ of rad1o and 
TV mater1als. · 

· . · . (more) 
fl : •., . •)\' • 
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HOW MDAA UTIL!Z(S COMTf{IOUTORS 1 OOLLARS 

MD.AA depends ~lmost entir@ly on public contributions. Without America's ge~etou& 
response to the i)erry Lewh TelethOn and MD.AA's annual appeal, tho A$soctat1on 
would be for~ed to cut back many of tha v1tal services it provides,, In fiscal 
1974, MDAA•s total expenditures amounted to $24.6-million. The following per
centages -- based on financial statsn~nts cf the National Office. as reported 
on by S .. D .. Leidesdorf & Co.~ C.P.A.'$ -- show h~ the funds w@re exJ>@nded: 

Program Se~v1c~s Res~arch ........ ....... , .... a............ . 26.9% 
Pat1ent ~rvkes ............... ~ .. Z7.6% 
Public Health £duc~tion......... 8.5% 
Professional Education and 

Training ..... ·&······•·······~· 2.4% 
COnmuni ty .Services. ............. .,1 .. 5 ..... 7,.i.._ ____ _ 

81.Ii 
Fund Raisf rt 
Aom1 "1 s tra t: ot1 

... •·•·• ........ ,. ..................... . 14.5:t 
4.4% roo.01 

HOAA is proud of tne fact that Bl.lt of every dollar spent went for direct 
program services. Only 14.st went for fund raising and 4.4t for aanin1stration. 

MDA~ ACCREDITATION 

MOM 1~ ona of the lB natioml wfli,m~r,y health agenc1~s acGredite-j by the National 
Health Council. Member$hi? in the Council is rev1ewed annually and i~ grantea only 
to.those organizatiQn$ which meet 1ts criteria. one of which is adherence to its 
principles of tmiform 9ccount1n9. 

MOAA is one of 13 national health agencies approved by the u.s~ Ci.vil Serv1ce 
Corrmi~$ion to pirtic1pate 1n the qoverMEnt's Conilined Fed~ral Camna1on. · 
S1nce this fund-r~t$ing progr~ was established in 1957~ MDAA has ar.n~iilly Til!t 
the government's strict standards for a9enc.y objectives7 adilinistrative integrity. 
and fi,1ars(1<'1 f"e!jp()n~1b111 ty. 

In add1t1on. MDAA is e~dorsed by The Advertisina. Council for public-service 
pr0tooti ona 1 support by our nation Is 'inagazf nes,. newspapers 11 and TV and radio 
statlons. 

#fl# 

11/21/74 

... 
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MUSCULAR DYSTROPHY ASSOCIATION, INC. 
Active Member, National Health Council 

JERRY LEWIS 
National Chairman 

MRS. GERALD R. FORD 
Honorary Chairman 

SYLVESTER L. WEAVER, JR. 
President 

HENRY M. WATIS, JR. 
Chairman, Executive Committee 

WM. C. GIBSON, M.D., FACP, FRCP 
Chairman, 
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Please Reply To: 1828 L STREET N.W., SUITE 1107, WASHINGTON, D. C. 20036, (202) 296-1950 

Mrs. Sheila Weidenfeld 
Press Office 
White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave. 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mrs. Weidenfeld: 

June 11, 1975 

Enclosed please find a photograph of Mrs. Ford and the Muscular Dystrophy 
Association national poster child, Michael Newsome. We would like to 
present this picture to our MDA Regional Director, John Sellman, to conmemorate 
the visit. Mr. Sellman was also at the White House last fall when Mrs. Ford 
met with Michael. 

As the picture will be cropped in the framing, we would appreciate it if you 

( 

would have Mrs. Ford sign the photograph in the area right below her feet. 
It should be written to John Sellman and signed in any manner that Mrs. Ford 
would find appropriate. 

Thank you very much for your help in this and also, our sincere thanks to 
Mrs. Ford. 

Sincerely, 

111~~ 
Mary Ellen Hennessy 
Administrative Assistant 

P.S. As this presentation is going to be a surprise, I would appreciate it 
if you would send it back to my attention and mark it "confidential." 

NATIONAL OFFICE: 810 SEVENTH AVENUE, NEW YORK, N. Y. 10019 212 586 0808 

MDA sponsors basic and applied research into neuromuscular disorders, including the muscular dystrophies, the myosifes, amyotrophic lateral sclerosis 

I ALS) and other spinal muscular atrophies, and provides services to those afflicted by these diseases. 




