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-1-

THANK YOU FOR YOUR INVITATION TO VILLANOVA AND FOR 

THAT VERY WARM WELCOME. AS WE COME INTO THE HOME STRETCH 

OF THIS CAMPAIGN, I CAN• T THINK OF A BETTER PLACE TO BE THAN 

AT THIS GREAT UNIVERSITY THAT HAS BEEN THE ALMA MATER OF SO 
~ 

MANY FAST RUNNERSe 
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-2-

AS A MATTER OF FACT THE ONLY TH lNG THAT WOULD MA Kt 

ME WORRY ABOUT RUNNING AGAINST JIMMY CARTER WOULD BE IF HE 

HAD JUMBO ELLIOTT FOR HIS COACHe 

LET ME TELL YOU SOMETHING ELSE - THIS IS ONE 

LONG-DISTANCE RACE I'M GOING TO WINe 

( 

-3-

VILLANOVA UNIVERSITY IS AN OUTSTANDING EXAMPLE OF 

THOSE PRIVATELY SUPPORTED INSTITUTIONS WHICH HAVE CONTRIBUTED 

SO MUCH TO AMERICA'S GREATNESS AND TO OUR COUNTRY'S PROGRESS. 

YOU SHARE IN AMERICA'S DISTINGUISHED TRADITION OF PRIVATE 

HIGHER EDUCATION -- A TRADITION THAT IS A CENTURY OLDER THAN 

OUR COUNTRY ITSELFe 



-4-

AMER I CANS MUST NEVER FORGtr THAT PR IVA TEL Y ENDOWED 

COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES LIKE VILLANOVA SERVE IMPORTANT PUBLIC 

FUNCTIONS. TODAY, AS IN THE PAST, THEY HELP PREPARE OUR 

NATIONAL LEADERSHIP IN THE ARTS, IN THE SCIENCES, IN LAW, 

MEDICINE, RELIGION, AND IN BUSINESS, AS WELL AS IN 

GOVERNMENT • 

-4A-

I AM STRONGLY OPPOSED TO A PROPOSAL MADE BY MY OPPONtNT 

IN THIS CAMPAIGN THAT THE GOVERNMENT TAX ALL CHURCH PROPERTIES, 

OTHER THAN THE CHURCH BUILDING ITSELF. THIS WOULD HAVE 

SERIOUS IMPLICATIONS -- NOT ONLY FOR CHURCH-SUPPORTED 

SCHOOLS, BUT FOR CHURCH-SUPPORTED HOSPITALS, ORPHANAGES AND 

RETIREMENT HOMESe 



-4e-

A S FAR AS GOVERNMENT IS CONCERNED, THOSE ACTIVITIES ARE 

AS MUCH A PART OF THE CHURCH'S Ml SS ION AS THE CHURCH'S PLACE 

OF WORSHIP. THERE IS A CONSTITUTIONAL SEPARATION OF CHURCH 

AND STATE IN THIS COUNTRY, AND I WILL NOT SEE THAT SEPARATION 

SACRIFICED FOR A FEW MORE DOLLARS IN TAX REVENUEe 

-;-

THE STRENGTH AND VITALITY OF AMERICA'S PRIVATELY ENDOWED 

COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES ARE ESSENTIAL TO OUR EDUCATIONAL 

SYSTEM. 

IF THESE PRIVATE INSTITUTIONS SHOULD CLOSE, SHIFTING 

THE BURDEN FROM PRIVATE DONORS TO PUBLIC TAXPAYERS, THE TAX 

LOAD WOULD BE HEAVY I NDEEDe 



-6-

WE MUST NOT ALLOW THIS TO HAPPENe 

LET ME REPEAT WHAT I HAVE SAID MANY TIMES BEFORE 

I APPROVE, SUPPORT, AND ENCOURAGE THE PRINCIPLE OF VOLUNTEER 

GIVING TO HELP FINANCE HIGHER EDUCATION. 

-7-

1 WILL CONTINUE TO STRONGLY OPPOSE ANY LEGISLATIVE PROPOSALS 

WHICH DISCOURAGE SUCH SUPPORT -- INCLUDING THOSE WHICH 

WOULD LIMIT CHAR I TABLE TAX DEDUCTIONS, DISALLOW THE FULL VALUE 

OF APPRECIATED ASSETS, OR EXCLUDE THE STATE TAX DEDUCTIONS. 



-8-

WE MUST ALSO FIND WAYS THROUGH THE TAX SYSTEM OF 

EAS lNG THE BURDEN ON FAMILIES WHOSE SONS AND DAUGHTERS ATTEND 

NONPUBLIC SCHOOLS, AND TO HELP FAMILIES COPE WITH THE EXPENSES 

OF A COLLEGE EDUCAT I ONe 

- "j-

IN MY ADMINISTRATION THE EDUCATIONAL NEEDS OF AMERICA'S 

MIDDLE INCOME FAMILIES WILL NEITHER BE FORGOTTEN NOR FORSAKEN. 

LET ME TELL YOU SOMETHING ELSE I HAVE NOT FORGOTTEN. 

TWO YEARS AGO -- IN OCTOBER OF 197 4 WHEN I VIS IT ED 

PH I LA DELPH lA -- SOME OF YOUR FELLOW STUDENTS GAVE ME 

A VILLANOVA FOOTBALL JERSEYe 



ABOUT A YEAR AFTER THAT; 1 UNDERSTAND YOU SAW SOME 

PHOTOGRAPHS OF MY DAUGHTER SUSAN WEAR lNG ITe WELL, SUSAN 

COULON' T BE HERE TODAY -- BUT I THINK YOU WILL RECOGNIZE 

THIS -- (HOLDS UP JERSEY)e 

-11-

THIS JERSEY HAS THE NUMBERS 76 ON IT, BECAUSE SOME 

OF YOU WERE ENCOURAG lNG ME TO RUN THIS YEARe I TOOK YOUR 

ADVICE -- AND WITH YOUR HELP WE WILL WIN ON NOVEMBER 2ND. 



-12-

I HAVE COME TO VILLANOVA TO SHARE WITH YOU MY VIEWS 

OF AMERICA IN 1976 AND MY HOPES FOR AMERICA IN THE NEXT FOUR 

YEARS., AND BEYOND. 

-LS-

OUR lNG THE LAST TWO YEARS., IN THE AFTERMATH OF 

A DIFFICULT WAR AND A PAINFUL ORDEAL OF ECONOMIC ADVERSITY 

AND POLITI CAL CRISIS., WE REACHED A CRITICAL TURNING PO I NT 

IN AMER I CA I s HI STORY. 



-14-

THROUGHOUT MOST OF YOUR LIVES, AMERICA HAS BEEN IN 

TURMOIL. SOME OF OUR MOST BELOVED LEADERS HAVE BEEN 

ASSASS INATEDe THERE WAS A WAR THAT SEEMED TO HAVE NO EN De 

THERE WERE DESTRUCTIVE R lOTS ON OUR STREETS AND ON OUR 

CAMPUSES. 

-15-

WE SUFFERED RUNAWAY INFLATION AND THE WORST RECESSION IN 

40 YEARSe WE WERE BETRAYED BY CORRUPTION AT THE HIGHEST 

LEVELS OF OUR GOVERNMENT • 

FORTUNATELY, THE S Kl ES ARE FAR BRIGHTER NOWe MY 

ADMINISTRATION HAS TURNED THE ECONOMY AROUND. 



-16-

WE ARE IN THE MIDST OF A GROWING PROSPER tTY • MORE 

AMERICANS WERE ON THE JOB IN 1976 THAN EVER BEFORE IN THE 

HI STORY OF THIS COUNTRY • TOO MANY PEOPLE ARE STILL OUT 

OF WORK -- BUT WE ARE ON THE MOVE. I WILL NOT BE SATISFIED 

UNTIL EVERY AMERICAN WHO WANTS A JOB CAN FIND A JOBe 

-17- a no -us-

WE HAVE CUT INFLATION IN HALFe 

AMERICA IS AT PEACEe THERE ARE NO YOUNG AMERICANS 

FIGHTING AND DYING ON ANY FOREIGN BATTLEFIELD -- AND I INTEND 

TO KEEP IT THAT WAYe 

PERHAPS MOST IMPORTANT OF ALL -- AMERICA'S TRUST 

IN THE WHITE HOUSE HAS BEEN RESTORED. 



-ll)-

AS I SAID ON TAKING THE OATH OF OFFICE AS PRESIDENT 

TWO YEARS AGO, ''OUR LONG NATIONAL NIGHTMARE IS OVER .. ' 

IN THE LAST TWO YEARS, THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA HAS MADE 

AN INCREDIBLE COMEBACK, AND WE ARE NOT THROUGH YET. 

-~u-

IN 20u YEARS AS A FREE PEOPLE; MUCH HAS CHANGED lN OuR 

NATION, BUT AMERICA'S BASIC GOALS REMAIN THE SAME: 

-- AMERICANS WANT A JOB WITH A GOOD FUTURE. 

-- AMERICANS WANT HOMES AND DECENT NEIGHBORHOODS AND 

SCHOOLS THAT OFFER QUALITY EDUCATION. 



-21-

AMER I CANS WANT PHYSICAL SEGUR lTV, SAFETY AGAINST 

WAR AND CRIME, SAFETY AGAINST POLLUTION IN THE WATER WE 

DRINK AND IN THE AIR WE BREATHE. 

-- WE WANT MEDICAL AND HOSPITAL CARE WHEN WE ARE SICK 

AT COSTS THAT WILL NOT WIPE OUT OUR SAVINGS. 

- t.t.- and -23-

WE WANT THE TIME AND OPPORTUN lTV TO ENLARGE OUR 

EXPERIENCE THROUGH RECREATION AND TRAVEL. 



-24-

THESE ARE THE GOALS WHICH EVERY POLITIC IAN, EVERY 

CITIZEN, HAS FOR AMERICA. THEY ARE NOT SOME MYSTIC VISION 

OF THE FUTURE. THEY ARE THE CONTINUING AGENDA FOR ACTION. 

SO, THE QUESTION IN THIS CAMPAIGN OF 1976 IS NOT WHO 

HAS THE BETTER VISION OF AMERICA. 

-2)-

THE QUESTION IS WHO CAN BEST MAKE THAT VISION A REALITY. 

THE AMERICAN PEOPLE ARE READY FOR THE TRUTH, SIMPLY 

SPOKEN, ABOUT WHAT GOVERNMENT CAN DO FOR THEM AND WHAT IT 

CANNOT AND WHAT IT SHOULD NOT DOe THEY WILL DEMAND 

PERFORMANCE, NOT PROM I SESe 



-26-

THERE ARE SOME IN THIS POLITICAL YEAR WHO CLAIM THAT 

MORE GOVERNMENT, MORE SPEND lNG, MORE TAXES AND MORE CONTROL 

ON OUR LIVES WILL SOLVE OUR PROBLEMS. 

MORE GOVERNMENT IS NOT THE SOLUT I ONe BETTER 

GOVERNMENT I Se 

-2/-

JT IS TJME WE THOUGHT OF NEW WAYS TO MAKE GOVERNMENT 

A CAPABLE SERVANT AND NOT A MEDDLING MASTER. 

IT IS TIME WE TRUSTED THE AMERICAN PEOPLE WITH THE 

TRUTH -- THAT A GOVERNMENT BIG ENOUGH TO GIVE US EVERYTHING 

WE WANT IS A GOVERNMENT BIG ENOUGH TO TAKE FROM US EVERYTH lNG 

WE HAVE. 



-28-

IT IS NOT ENOUGH FOR ANYONE TO SAY 11TRUST MEeu TRuST 

MUST BE EARNED. 

TRUST IS NOT HAVING TO GUESS WHAT A CANDIDATE MEANS. 

-- TRUST IS LEVELING WITH THE PEOPLE BEFORE THE ELECTION 

ABOUT WHAT YOU ARE GOING TO DO AFTER THE ELECTION. 

-29-

-- TRUST 1 S NOT BEING All THINGS TO All PEOPLE; BUT 

BEING THE SAME THING TO ALL PEOPLE. 

-- TRUST IS NOT CLEVERLY SHADING WORDS SO THAT EACH 

SEPARATE AUDIENCE CAN HEAR WHAT IT WANTS TO HEAR, BUT SAYING 

PLAINLY AND SIMPLY WHAT YOU MEAN -- AND MEAN lNG WHAT YOU SAY 



-30-

1 AM PROUD OF THE MATURITY OF THE AMERICAN PEOPLE WHO 

DEMAND MORE HONESTY, TRUTHFULNESS AND CANDOR OF THEIR ELECTED 

REPRESENTATIVES. 

-31-

THE AMERICAN PEOPLE, PARTICULARLY YOUNG PEOPLE, 

CANNOT BE EXPECTED TO TAKE PRIDE -- OR EVEN PARTICIPATE 

IN A SYSTEM OF GOVERNMENT THAT IS DEFILED AND DIS HONORED --

WHETHER IN THE WHITE HOUSE OR IN THE HALLS OF THE CONGRESS. 



-32-

PERSONAL INTEGRITY IS NOT TOO MUCH TO ASK OF PUBLIC 

SERVANTS. WE SHOULD ACCEPT NOTH lNG LESSe 

ON NOVEMBER 2ND, THE THOUGHTS AND FEELINGS OF OUR 

BICENTENNIAL WILL BE EXPRESSED IN A SPECIFIC CHOICE. 

-33-

WHAT WILL WE TAKE WITH US INTO OUR THIRD CENTURY --

WHAT WILL WE LEAVE BEHIND? WHAT SORT OF GOVERNMENT WILL 

HELP US REACH OUR GOALS -- NOT BURDEN US WITH EXCESS 

BAGGAGE? 



-34-

0UR NAT ION'S FOUNDERS DID NOT SEEK TO GUARANTEE OUR 

HAPPINESS -- ONLY OUR FREEDOM TO PURSUE HAPPINESS IN OUR 

OWN WAYe 

THE GOVERNMENT ALONE CANNOT MAKE LIFE MEAN I NGFULe 

IT CAN PROTECT YOUR FREEDOM TO PURSUE HAP PI NESS, BUT IT 

CANNOT MAKE YOU HAPPY. 

-35-

IT CAN PROTECT YOUR FREEDOM TO WORSHIP -- BUT IT CANNOT 

GIVE YOU FAITH IN GODe IT CAN HELP YOU TO BE HEALTHY AND 

WELL-EDUCATED -- BUT IT CANNOT PLANT PURPOSE IN YOUR MIND AND 

BODYe ONLY YOU, THE INDIVIDUAL, WITH THE HELP OF FAMILY, 

CHURCH, AND COMMUNITY -- ONLY YOU CAN DO THAT. 



-36-

RECENTL Y WE HAVE HEARD A GOOD DEAL ABOUT THE APATHY 

AND FRUSTRATION OF AMERICAN VOTERS IN THIS ELECTION. BUT 

I SEE A HOPEFUL SIGN THIS BICENTENNIAL ELECTION. I SEE NOT 

STERILE CYNICISM AND SKEPTICISM, BUT THE SIGNS OF A NEW 

REALISM EMERG INGe 

-37-

AMERICANS ARE REALIZING THAT THERE IS ONLY SO MUCH THt 

GOVERNMENT CAN DO FOR THEM -- AND THAT EVERY PROMISE HAS ITS 

PRICEe 

WE HAVE BEEN LAYING THE FOUNDATIONS FOR A GREAT THIRD 

CENTURY -- NOT ON FALSE PROMISES OR EMPTY OPTIMISM, BUT ON 

A SOUND AND REALISTIC ATTITUDE TOWARDS OURSELVES AND OUR 

SYSTEM. 



-j8-

FOR THE PAST TWO YEARS, I HAVE DONE MY BEST TO PUT THIS 

NATION BACK ON EVEN KEEL, TO CHART A STEADY COURSE FOR OUR 

COUNTRY'S FUTURE. 

WE HAVE COME A LONG WAY • WE HAVE A LONG WAY 

STILL TO GOe 

-3'}-

WE CAN BUILD AN AMERICA THAT NOT ONLY CELEBRATES HISTORY, 

BUT MAKES IT -- THAT OFFERS LIMITED GOVERNMENT AND UNLIMITED 

OPPORTUNITY -- THAT CONCERNS ITSELF WITH THE QUALITY OF LIFE 

THAT PROVES INDIVIDUAL LIBERTY IS STILL THE KEY TO COMMON 

PROGRESS. 



-41 ... 

THANK YOU VERY MUCHe 

END OF TEXT 



PRES I DENT'S REMARKS AT VILLANOVA UNIVERSITY 

PH ILADELPH lA, OCTOBER 27, 1976 

-1-

THANK YOU FOR YOUR INVITATION TO VILLANOVA AND FOR 

THAT VERY WARM WELCOME. AS WE COME INTO THE HOME STRETCH 

OF THIS CAMPAIGN, I CAN'T THINK OF A BETTER PLACE TO BE THAN 

AT THIS GREAT UNIVERSITY THAT HAS BEEN THE ALMA MATER OF SO 

MANY FAST RUNNERS • 

• 



AS A MAlTER OF FACT -- THE ONLY THING THAT WOULD MAKE 

ME WORRY ABOUT RUNNING AGAINST JIMMY CARTER WOULD BE IF HE 

HAD JUMBO ELLIOTT FOR HIS COACH. . 

LET ME TELL YOU SOMETHING ELSE -- THIS IS ONE 
0 

LONG-DISTANCE RACE I'M GOING TO WINe 

-3-

VILLANOVA UN IVERS 1TY IS AN OUTSTAND lNG EXAMPLE OF 

THOSE PRIVATELY SUPPORTED INSTITUTIONS WHICH HAVE CONTRIBUTED 

SO MUCH TO AMERICA'S GREATNESS AND TO OUR COUNTRY'S PROGRESS. 

YOU SHARE IN AMERICA'S DISTINGUISHED TRADITION OF PRIVATE 

HIGHER EDUCATION -- A TRADITION THAT IS A CENTURY OLDER THAN 

OUR COUNTRY ITSELF • 

• 



AMERICANS MUST NEVER FORGET THAT PRIVATELY ENDOWED 

COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES LIKE VILLANOVA SERVE IMPORTANT PUBLIC 

FUNCTIONS. TODAY~ AS IN THE PAST~ THEY HELP PREPARE OUR 

NATIONAL LEADERSHIP IN THE ARTS~ IN THE SCIENCES~ IN LAW~ 
0 

MEDICINE~ RELIGION~ AND IN BUSINESS~ AS WELL AS IN 

GOVERNMENT • 

• 



-4A-

1 AM STRONGLY OPPOSED TO A PROPOSAL MADE BY MY OPPONENT 

IN THIS CAMPAIGN THAT THE GOVERNMENT TAX ALL CHURCH PROPERTIES, 

OTHER THAN THE CHURCH BUILDING ITSELF. THIS WOULD HAVE 

SERIOUS IMPLICATIONS -- NOT ONLY FOR CHURCH-SUPPORTED 

SCHOOLS, BUT FOR CHURCH-SUPPORTED HOSPITALS, ORPHANAGES AND 

RETIREMENT HOMES. 

------------ ·-·~-~--

-49-

AS FAR AS GOVERNMENT IS CONCERNED, THOSE ACTIVITIES ARE 

AS MUCH A PART OF THE CHURCH'S Ml SS ION AS THE CHURCH'S PLACE 

OF WORSHIP. THERE IS A CONSTITUTIONAL SEPARATION OF CHURCH 

AND STATE IN THIS COUNTRY, AND I WILL NOT SEE THAT SEPARATION 

SACR IF I CEO FOR A FEW MORE DOLLARS IN TAX REVENUE. 

• 

I 
i 
I . 

I 



_,_ 

THE STRENGTH AND VITALITY OF AMERICA'S PRIVATELY ENDOWED 

COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES ARE ESSENTIAL TO OUR EDUCATIONAL 

SYSTEM. 

IF THESE PRIVATE INSTITUTIONS SHOULD CLOSE, SHIFTING 

THE BURDEN FROM PRIVATE DONORS TO PUBLIC TAXPAYERS, THE TAX 

LOAD WOULD BE HEAVY I NDEEDe 

-6-

WE MUST NOT ALLOW THIS TO HAPPEN. 

LET ME REPEAT WHAT I HAVE SAID MANY TIMES BEFORE 

I APPROVE, SUPPORT, AND ENCOURAGE THE PRINCIPLE OF VOLUNTEER 

GIVING TO HELP FINANCE HIGHER EDUCATION • 

• 



-7-

1 WILL CONTINUE TO STRONGLY OPPOSE ANY LEGISLATIVE PROPOSALS 

WHICH DISCOURAGE SUCH SUPPORT -- INCLUD lNG THOSE WHICH 

WOULD LIMIT CHAR I TABLE TAX DEDUCTIONS, DISALLOW THE FULL VALUE 

OF APPRECIATED ASSETS, OR EXCLUDE THE STATE TAX DEDUCTIONS. 

-8-

WE MUST ALSO FIND WAYS THROUGH THE TAX SYSTEM OF 

EAS lNG THE BURDEN ON FAMILIES WHOSE SONS AND DAUGHTERS ATTEND 

NONPUBLIC SCHOOLS, AND TO HELP FAMILIES COPE WITH THE EXPENSES 1 

OF A COLLEGE EDUCAT lONe 

• 



-1.}-

IN MY ADMIN I STRATI ON THE EDUCATIONAL NEEDS OF AMER lCA•S 

MIDDLE INCOME FAMILIES WILL NEITHER BE FORGOTTEN NOR FORSAKEN. 

LET ME TELL YOU SOMETHING ELSE I HAVE NOT FORGOTTEN. 

TWO YEARS AGO -- IN OCTOBER OF 197 4 WHEN I VIS I TED 
0 

PH I LA DELPH lA -- SOME OF YOUR FELLOW STUDENTS GAVE ME 

A VILLANOVA FOOTBALL JERSEY. 

ABOUT A YEAR AFTER THAT; 1 UNDERSTAND YOU SAW SOME 

PHOTOGRAPHS OF MY DAUGHTER SUSAN WEAR lNG ITe WELL, SUSAN 

COULDN'T BE HERE TODAY -- BUT I THINK YOU WILL RECOGNIZE 

THIS -- (HOLDS UP JERSEY) • 

• 



-11-

TH IS JERSEY HAS THE NUMBERS 76 ON IT, BECAUSE SOME 

OF YOU WERE ENCOURAG lNG ME TO RUN THIS YEAR. I TOOK YOUR 

ADVICE -- AND WITH YOUR HELP WE WILL WIN ON NOVEMBER 2NDe 

0 

-12-

I HAVE COME TO VILLANOVA TO SHARE WITH YOU MY VIEWS 

OF AMERICA IN 1976 AND MY HOPES FOR AMERICA IN THE NEXT FOUR 

YEARS, AND BEYOND • 

• 



-LS-

OUR lNG THE LAST TWO YEARS, IN THE AFTERMATH OF 

A DIFFICULT WAR AND A PAINFUL ORDEAL OF ECONOMIC ADVERS lTV 

AND POLITICAL CRISIS, WE REACHED A CRITICAL TURNING POINT 

0 

IN AMERICA'S HISTORY. 

-14-

THROUGHOUT MOST OF YOUR LIVES, AMERICA HAS BEEN IN 

TURMOIL. SOME OF OUR MOST BELOVED LEADERS HAVE BEEN 

AS SASS INATEDe THERE WAS A WAR THAT SEEMED TO HAVE NO END. 

THERE WERE DESTRUCTIVE RIOTS ON OUR STREETS AND ON OUR 

CAMPUSES. 

• 



-15-

WE SUFFERED RUNAWAY INFLATION AND THE WORST RECESS ION IN 

40 YEARSe WE WERE BETRAYED BY CORRUPTION AT THE HIGHEST 

LEVELS OF OUR GOVERNMENT • 

0 

FORTUNATELY, THE SKIES ARE FAR BRIGHTER NOWe MY 

ADMINISTRATION HAS TURNED THE ECONOMY AROUND. 

-16-

WE ARE IN THE MIDST OF A GROWING PROSPERITY. MORE 

AMERICANS WERE ON THE JOB IN 1976 THAN EVER BEFORE IN THE 

HI STORY OF THIS COUNTRY • TOO MANY PEOPLE ARE STILL OUT 

OF WORK -- BUT WE ARE ON THE MOVEe I WILL NOT BE SATISFIED 

UNTIL EVERY AMERICAN WHO WANTS A JOB CAN FIND A JOB • 

• 



-17- a no -Hs­

WE HAVE CUT 1NFLAT10N lN HALFe 

AMER 1 CA IS AT PEACEe THERE ARE NO YOUNG AMERICANS 

FIGHTING AND DYING ON ANY FOREIGN BATTLEFIELD -- AND I INTEND 

TO KEEP IT THAT WAYe 0 

PERHAPS MOST IMPORTANT OF ALL AMERICA'S TRUST 

IN THE WHITE HOUSE HAS BEEN RESTORED. 

-ll)-

AS I SAID ON TAKING THE OATH OF OFFICE AS PRESIDENT 

TWO YEARS AGO, 110UR LONG NATIONAL NIGHTMARE IS OVERe" 

IN THE LAST TWO YEARS, THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA HAS MADE 

AN INCREDIBLE COMEBACK, AND WE ARE NOT THROUGH YET • 

• 



-zu-

lN 20u YEARS AS A FREE PEOPLE; MUCH HAS CHANGED 1N OuR 

NATION, BUT AMERICA'S BASIC GOALS REMAIN THE SAME: 

AMERICANS WANT A JOB WITH A GOOD FUTURE. 

0 

-- AMERICANS WANT HOMES AND DECENT NEIGHBORHOODS AND 

SCHOOLS THAT OFFER QUALITY EDUCATION. 

-21-

AMER I CANS WANT PHYSICAL SEGUR lTV, SAFETY AGAINST 

WAR AND CRIME, SAFETY AGAINST POLLUTION IN THE WATER WE 

DRINK AND IN THE AIR WE BREATHE. 

-- WE WANT MEDICAL AND HOSPITAL CARE WHEN WE ARE SICK 

AT COSTS THAT WILL NOT WIPE OUT OUR SAVINGS • 

• 



-t_t.- and -23-

WE WANT THE TIME AND OPPORTUNITY TO ENLARGE OUR 

EXPERIENCE THROUGH RECR~TION AND TRAVELe 

0 

-24-

THESE ARE THE GOALS WHICH EVERY POLITIC IAN~ EVERY 

CIT I ZEN~ HAS FOR AMER I CAe THEY ARE NOT SOME MYSTIC VISION 

OF THE FUTURE. THEY ARE THE CONTINUING AGENDA FOR ACTION. 

SO~ THE QUESTION IN THIS CAMPAIGN OF 1976 IS NOT WHO 

HAS THE BETTER VISION OF AMERICA • 

• 



-2;-

THE QUESTION IS WHO CAN BEST MAKE THAT VISION A REALITY. 

THE AMERICAN PEOPLE ARE READY FOR THE TRUTH, SIMPLY 

SPOKEN, ABOUT WHAT GOVERNMENT CAN DO FOR THEM AND WHAT IT 

CANNOT AND WHAT IT SHOULD NOT DOe THEY WILL DEMAND 

PERFORMANCE, NOT PROM I SESe 

-26-

THERE ARE SOME IN THIS POLITICAL YEAR WHO CLAIM THAT 

MORE GOVERNMENT, MORE SPEND lNG, MORE TAXES AND MORE CONTROL 

ON OUR LIVES WILL SOLVE OUR PROBLEMS. 

MORE GOVERNMENT IS NOT THE SOLUT I ONe BETTER 

GOVERNMENT I Se 

• 



-21-

lT IS TlME WE THOUGHT OF NEVV WAYS TO MAKE GOVERNMENT 

A CAPABLE SERVANT AND NOT A MEDDLING MASTERe 

IT IS TIME WE TRUSTED THE AMERICAN PEOPLE WITH THE 

TRUTH -- THAT A GOVERNMENT BIG ENOUGH TO GIVE US EVERYTHING 
0 

WE WANT IS A GOVERNMENT BIG ENOUGH TO TAKE FROM US EVERYTH lNG 

WE HAVE. 

-28-

lT 1 S NOT ENOUGH FOR ANYONE TO SAY "TRUST MEe" TRuST 

MUST BE EARNED. 

TRUST IS NOT HAVING TO GUESS WHAT A CANDIDATE MEANS. 

-- TRUST IS LEVELING WITH THE PEOPLE BEFORE THE ELECT I ON 

ABOUT WHAT YOU ARE GOING TO DO AFTER THE ELECTION • 

• 



-29-

-- TRUST 1 S NOT BEING ALL THINGS TO ALL PEOPLE; BUT 

BEING THE SAME THING TO ALL PEOPLEe 

-- TRUST IS NOT CLEVERLY SHADING WORDS SO THAT EACH 

SEPARATE AUDIENCE CAN HEAR WHAT IT WANTS TO HEAR, BUT SAY lNG 

PLAINLY AND SIMPLY WHAT YOU MEAN -- AND MEANING WHAT YOU SAYe 

-30-

1 AM PROUD OF THE MATURITY OF THE AMERICAN PEOPLE WHO 

DEMAND MORE HONESTY, TRUTHFULNESS AND CANDOR OF THEIR ELECTED 

REPRESENTATIVES. 

• 



-31-

THE AMERICAN PEOPLE, PARTICULARLY YOUNG PEOPLE, 

CANNOT BE EXPECTED TO TAKE PRIDE -- OR EVEN PARTICIPATE 

IN A SYSTEM OF GOVERNMENT THAT IS DEFILED AND DIS HONORED 

0 

WHETHER IN THE WHITE HOUSE OR IN THE HALLS OF THE CONGRES.Se 

-32-'' 

PERSONAL INTEGRITY IS NOT TOO MUCH TO ASK OF PUBLIC 

SERVANTS. WE SHOULD ACCEPT NOTH lNG LESSe 

ON NOVEMBER 2ND, THE THOUGHTS AND FEELINGS OF OUR 

BICENTENNIAL WILL BE EXPRESSED IN A SPECIFIC CHOICE • 

• 



-33-

WHAT WILL WE TAKE WITH US INTO OUR THIRD CENTURY 

WHAT WILL WE LEAVE BEHIND? WHAT SORT OF GOVERNMENT WILL 

HELP US REACH OUR GOALS NOT BURDEN US WITH EXCESS 

BAGGAGE? 

-34-

OUR NAT ION'S FOUNDERS DID NOT SEEK TO GUARANTEE OUR 

HAPPINESS -- ONLY OUR FREEDOM TO PURSUE HAPPINESS IN OUR 

OWN WAYe 

THE GOVERNMENT ALONE CANNOT MAKE LIFE MEAN INGFULe 

IT CAN PROTECT YOUR FREEDOM TO PURSUE HAPPINESS, BUT IT 

CANNOT MAKE YOU HAPPY • 

• 



-35-

IT CAN PROTECT YOUR FREEDOM TO WORSHIP -- BUT IT CANNOT 

GIVE YOU FAITH IN GODe IT CAN HELP YOU TO BE HEALTHY AND 
i 

. ! 
j 

. ' 

WELL-EDUCATED -- BUT IT CANNOT PLANT PURPOSE IN YOUR MIND AND 

0 

BODYe ONLY YOU, THE INDIVIDUAL, WITH THE HELP OF FAMILY, 

CHURCH, AND COMMUNITY -- ONLY YOU CAN DO THATe 

-36-

RECENTL Y WE HAVE HEARD A GOOD DEAL ABOUT THE APATHY 

AND FRUSTRATION OF AMERICAN VOTERS IN THIS ELECTION. BUT 

I SEE A HOPEFUL SIGN THIS BICENTENNIAL ELECTION. I SEE NOT 

STERILE CYNICISM AND SKEPTICISM, BUT THE SIGNS OF A NEW 

REALISM EMERG INGe 

• 



-37-

AMERICANS ARE REALIZING THAT THERE IS ONLY SO MUCH THt 

GOVERNMENT CAN DO FOR THEM AND THAT EVERY PROMISE HAS ITS 

PRICEe 

WE HAVE BEEN LAYING THE FOUNDATIONS FOR A GREAT THIRD 

CENTURY -- NOT ON FALSE PROMISES OR EMPTY OPTIMISM, BUT ON 

A SOUND AND REALISTIC AlTITUDE TOWARDS OURSELVES AND OUR 

SYSTEMe 

-j8-

FOR THE PAST TWO YEARS, I HAVE DONE MY BEST TO PUT THIS 

NATION BACK ON EVEN KEEL, TO CHART A STEADY COURSE FOR OUR 

COUNTRY'S FUTURE. 

WE HAVE COME A LONG WAY • WE HAVE A LONG WAY 

STILL TO GOe 

• 



-3l)-

WE CAN BUILD AN AMERICA THAT NOT ONLY CELEBRATES HISTORY, 

BUT MAKES IT -- THAT OFFERS LIMITED GOVERNMENT AND UNLIMITED 

OPPORTUNITY THAT CONCERNS ITSELF WITH THE QUALITY OF LIFE 

0 

THAT PROVES INDIVIDUAL LIBERTY IS STILL THE KEY TO COMMON 

PROGRESS. 

-40-

I HAVE BEEN PROUD TO SERVE AS YOUR PRES I DENT • I LOVE 

THIS COUNTRY • IT WOULD BE THE HIGHEST HONOR OF MY LIFE 

FOR YOU AND YOUR FELLOW AMERICANS TO SAY TO ME ON 

NOVEMBER 2, "JERRY FORD, YOU'VE DONE A GOOD JOBe KEEP 

RIGHT ON DOING ITe" 

• 



-41-

THANK YOU VERY MUCH. 

END OF TEXT 

0 

• 




