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p . SEEN .• ·-

FEDERAL COUNCIL ON THE AGING SWEARING-IN CEREMONY 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 21, 1976 

Digitized from Box 40 of President's Speeches and Statements: Reading Copies at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library



THE PRESIDENT HAS SEEN .... 

SECRETARY LYNCH I ~. 'FL..E.MM;N(;,. 

MEMBERS OF THE FEDERAL COUNCIL ON AGING 

DISTINGUISHED GUESTS ---I WOULD PARTICULARLY LIKE TO 
WELCOME MR. BLACKISTCN'E WHO IS 105 YEARS 

YOUNG ---LADIES AND GENTLEMEN 



-I-

LET ME WELCOME YOU TO THE WHITE HOUSE THIS MORNING FOR THE 

SWEARING. Hile Aff:Jf£ OF FIVE MEMBERS OF THE FEDERAL COUNCIL ON ---.. ·-·-
THE AGING. THE S~~MB~\THE HO~?~~~~.~~HA ADKI,\ 

,_, 
WHO IS ALSO THE CHAIRPERSON OF THE COUNCIL., IS BEING SWORN IN 

t"'- W liM -
AT THIS TIME IN AUGUSTA., MAINE., WHERE SHE IS ADDRESSING 

GOVERNOR JIM LONGLEY'S CONFERENCE ON AGING. 
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IN THE T~YEARS SINCEJ!S __ FORMATION \ THE COUNCIL 

HAS MADE SUBSTANTIAL CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE WELL-BEING OF OLDER 

AMERICANS \ PARTICULARLY IN-~~~ -~-~~~~!'!I.~NS 
~ 

DESIGNED TO IMPROVE TAX POLICY AND COORD I NATE BENEFIT PRQgjAMS 
C: _.."••- a 111 ,.,.,..;..~~"""'~~AI ·•r.c~fl''t'_., ............ ,...,~ 

FOR OLDER PERSONS. 
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EARLIER THIS YEAR# I HAD THE OPPORTUNITY TO CALL TO THE 

~~ION OF All AMERICANS\ ONE OF THE COUNCIL'S MOST 
....... 

SIGNIFICANT ACHIEVEMENT}._~- THE BICENTENNIAL CHARTER FOR OLDER 
'· 
\\ 

AMERICANS. THE CHARTER Is A II BILL OF RIGHTS II FOR AMERICA's 

--
FOR OUR OLDER CIT IZENSe 



-4-

IT HAS BEEN SAID THAT HISTORY JUDGES A SOCIETY ON HOW WELL 

IT CARES FOR ITS OLDER PEOPLE. IN _AMERI~A \ IN RECENT YEARS, 

" 
THE FEDERAL COUNCIL ON THE AGING HAS LED THE WAY TO A RECORD OF 
-lftJT Wltllll*' M raM toiPTW 642 _, --•-• .- t _, - ----
SOLID PROGRESS IN HELPING MANY OF OUR OLDER CITIZENS LEAD 
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SINCE THE 1971 WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON AG lNG FIRST 

FOCUSED NATIONAL ATTENTION ON THE PROBLEMS AND CONCERNS OF 

OLDER AMERICANS: 

SOCIAL SECURITY BENEFITS HAVE RISEN BY 50 PERCENT. 
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A NEW NATIONAL NETWORK OF STATE AND AREA AGENCIES ON 
,_ ..... lttJ UJ":d _- I ~Wi r 8 _rnr •• • 

AG lNG HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED. 
~...... 1"·~-"'""'""""'~-=---·-"""""""·--,--

-- NUTRITION PROJECTS FOR THE ELDERLY HAVE BEEN ESTABLISHED 
l'414 ,.,.,.-""' 

AND ARE NOW SERV lNG OVER 300 THOUSAND HOT MEALS A DAYe ,.. .......... ~ 

.. ---
-- SPECIAL HOUS lNG PROGRAMS FOR OLDER AMERICANS HAVE 

ALSO BEEN SET UPe 
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THIS IS~~~D START; BUT\ OUR ... ~FFOR}S IN BEHAlF OF 

OLDER AMERICANS HAVE ONLY BEGUNe ..._ .... __ _ 
OUR FIRST PRIORITY MUST BE TO PROTECT THE RETIREMENT 

INCOME OF OLDER AMER ICANSe 
- • r--..:t-.. -, .. "~~ ...... _ . .,... __ 
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l~.f..LATIOr\ WHICH H}~HOSE ~--"~~--~~~~~~ H!<RDEST 

IS THE FOREMOST THREAT TO THE STABILITY AND VALUE OF RETIREMENT 
~.!'.":::'":"--•. ~·-:-···-:::;.:·~-~:"'::·~- .. ---~"::'~~ ...,.. • ..,..~ ....... ~ ..... , ...... _"'•"" ··~·-=-.......... ___ _ 

-·..:~~·c:"'.,__ 

INCOME. 

WE HAVE CUT INFLATION IN HAlfe BUT., \IF OUR OLDER 
~ 

CI~~ZENS ARE ~UL~~ EN!JY THEIR ~TER ~RS \- IT ~~-~ - \ 

FURTHER \AND IT WILL BE! 
\.... ·- ./ 
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WE MUST STRENGTHEN THE FINANCIAL UNDERPINNINGS OF THE 
~~"\''~·'-""'~~,.-·<!~~- -- .. A ., ,...,... ..... If ,. 

SOCIAL SECURITY SYSTEM. CONGRESS ADJOURNED WITHOUT ACTING 
~ ... ---- ..-/'#..----..---- , 

UPON MY PROPOSALS TO ENSURE THE FISCAL INTEGRITY OF THE SYSTEM. -
I WILL URGE THE NEW CONGRESS TO MAKE THIS ITS FIRST ORDER 

_,."'"""""-,.,.~< --- ... ...,..,""',"'' / ~'l"l'p :;· l ~ 

OF BUS INESSe 
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I WILL ALSO URGE THE NEW CONGRESS TO ENACT MY PROPOSAL ,.,.., ____ _ 
OF EARLY THIS YEAR TO PROVIDE OLDER AMERICANS WITH PROTECTION --·~ ----
AGAINST THE DEV AST AT I NG FINANCIAL EFFECTS OF EXTENDED I LLNES Se 
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ANOTHER AREA OF GREAT CONCERN TO OLDER AMERICANS IS THE 

SPECIAL THREAT TO THEIR WELL-BEING POSED BY CRIME. ------
OUR OLDER CITIZENS HAVE EARNED THE RIGHT TO LIVE SECURELY AND TO 

WALK THE STREETS WITHOUT FEARe THAT IS WHY I WAS --
PARTICULARLY GRATIFIED BY A PROVISION IN THE CRIME CONTROL ACT 

WHICH I RECENTLY SIGNED. 
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THIS NEW PROVISION REQUIRES THAT STATE CRIME CONTROL 
~,lf.f.!$e.I'IM!ii.._Hb- DJ- nt* ~ ,...--

PLANS DEAL SPECIFICALLY AND FIRMLY WITH THE CRIMINAL ATTACKS 
• ~-~::!;',' .. !>~~.--=-""~.r::== -~ -· ··-., ... ~ .. ~ -~-,-..., -~-

WHICH ARE MADE AGAINST OUR SENIOR CITIZENS. 
~ ...... ·~·-·· 
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ALL AMERICANS CAN COUNT ON MY ADMINISTRATION AND THE 

FEDERAL COUNCIL ON THE AG lNG TO CONTINUE TO SEE THAT THESE 
~----

AND THE f\18~Y __ Q!~-~~ ISSUES WHICH PARTICULARLY CONCERN OUR 
., • - •••• , '--.- ·-- • - :l:'f.o,. ....._.,,)1''""""' -~··" '-·---~--•... , .. , .. ~ .••.. ''"--~-.... ,.,--

OLDER CITIZENS ARE MET HEAD ONe 
·-Jlll ~ ....... 
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I LOOK FORWARD WITH GREAT CONFIDENCE TO THE LEADERSHIP 

!~S,<,~?KINS~R;_~IN\ MON~_I~N~~ .. F~~~- IFay:h~e>,j 
MR: WINST~N\ MRS. DEVERAUX IDehver-r!Wil\AND 

C"'<",._, P>- A ·~ \ ,;;..,......,.C'(',,'C,,.,,"""""-._.,.-, 

MR. HOLLAND WILL PROVIDE IN THE YEARS TO COMEe 



THESE D I ST I NGU I SHED MEMBERS OF THE FEDERAL COUNCIL ON THE 

AGING. 

END OF TEXT 




