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CONGAREE SWAMP 

EARLY IN ITS HI STORY, THE SOUTH EASTERN UNITED 

STATES WAS COVERED WITH FORESTS, BUT THE REMARKABLE · 

INDUSTRIAL PROGRESS IN THAT AREA ALONG WITH MANY 

LOGGING OPERATIONS HAS NOW CHANGED MUCH OF THE 

LANDSCAPE. THE GREATEST REMAI Nl NG CONCENTRATION 

OF VIRGIN HARDWOOD FORESTS IN RIVER-BOTTOM LAND IS 

NOW THE CONGAREE SWAMP NOT FAR AWAY FROM COLUMBIA, 

SOUTH CAROLINA. 

TODAY I AM PLEASED TO SIGN INTO LAW SPECIAL 

LEGISLATION THAT WILL DESIGNATE 15,000 ACRES OF THE 

HARDWOOD FOREST IN CONGAREE SWAMP AS A NATIONAL 

MONUMENT. BY OFFICIALLY COMING WITHIN THE NATIONAL 

PARK SYSTEM, THIS FOREST AND ITS U_NIQUE ECOLOGICAL 

SYSTEM WILL BE PRESERVED NOT JUST FOR THIS GENERATION 

BUT FOR MANY GENERATIONS TO COME. 
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